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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. LAURIE PRICE:  Good evening.  Good 2 

evening.  Can you all hear me?  Okay, good 3 

evening.  This is a joint public hearing of the 4 

Department of Education, the Community Education 5 

Council, and the School Leadership Team for the 6 

proposed co-location of grades kindergarten 7 

through four of KIPP STAR College Preparatory 8 

Charter School with KIPP Infinity Charter 9 

School, and New Design Middle School.  I'm 10 

Laurie Price from the Department of Education.  11 

I will be acting as moderator/facilitator in 12 

place of Community School District Five 13 

Superintendent Gale Reeves tonight, for 14 

tonight's joint public hearing.  We have asked 15 

the District Five Community Education Council 16 

and the School Leadership Teams in Building M195 17 

to participate in this joint public hearing.  18 

CEC Five members were invited to participate and 19 

confirmed their attendance.  If they arrive, 20 

they will be given the first opportune moment to 21 

introduce themselves and make a statement.  I am 22 

joined tonight by Dan Black [phonetic], 23 

Rashaunda Shaw, and Carrie Mauer [phonetic] from 24 

the School Leadership Teams in M195.  KIPP STAR 25 
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has been approved by its charter authorizer, 1 

the New York State Department of Education, SED, 2 

to operate a public charter school in Community 3 

School District Five.  Although this proposal 4 

has not yet been approved by the Panel for 5 

Educational Policy, SED is required to hold a 6 

facilities hearing to receive feedback on the 7 

proposed co-location of KIPP STAR with KIPP 8 

Infinity and New Design, in Building M195.  As 9 

such, this joint public hearing will also serve 10 

as the SED's facility hearing.  There is 11 

representative from New York State Education 12 

Department in attendance.  If you have any 13 

questions or comments on the charter itself, 14 

Erin Shevlin of SED will now tell you how to 15 

submit these questions or comments.   16 

MS. ERIN SHEVLIN:  Good evening.  Hello?  17 

Okay.  Good evening.  My name is Erin Shevlin.  18 

I work within the Charter School office of the 19 

New York State Education Department, or SED.  We 20 

are the administrative arm of the Board of 21 

Regents.  The Board of Regents is responsible 22 

for the general supervision of all educational 23 

activities within the state.  The Board 24 

comprises 17 members elected by the state 25 
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legislature for five-year terms, one from each 1 

of the state's 13 judicial districts, and four 2 

members who serve at large.  Regents are 3 

unsalaried and are reimbursed only for travel 4 

and related expenses in connection with their 5 

official duties.  The authority for the Regents 6 

to issue charters to boards of trustees to 7 

establish charter schools comes from Article 56 8 

of the New York state education law.  The law 9 

was originally passed in 1996, and most recently 10 

updated in 2010.  The law requires the Board of 11 

Regents to conduct public hearings to discuss 12 

co-locating charter schools in existing public 13 

school buildings.  The law reads as follows: "A 14 

charter school may be located in part of an 15 

existing public school building, in space 16 

provided on a private work site, in a public 17 

building, or in any other suitable location.  18 

Provided however, before a charter school may be 19 

located in part of an existing public school 20 

building, the charter entity shall provide 21 

notice to the parents or guardians of the 22 

students then enrolled in the existing school 23 

building, and shall hold a public hearing for 24 

purposes of discussing the location of the 25 
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charter school.  A charter school may own, 1 

lease, or rent its space."  The purpose of 2 

tonight's public hearing is to discuss the 3 

proposed co-location of kindergarten through 4 

grade four of KIPP STAR within the existing 5 

schools KIPP Infinity and New Design Middle 6 

School, in Building 195.  While the Board of 7 

Regents sets educational policy, and SED serves 8 

as its administrative arm, neither the Board of 9 

Regents nor SED have any authority over the 10 

placement of charter schools within facilities 11 

owned by the Department of Education.  12 

Nonetheless, we remain concerned about public 13 

sentiment pertaining to the co-location of 14 

Regents-authorized charter schools.  This 15 

evening I am here to gather comments from the 16 

school community pertaining to this co-location.  17 

These comments will be summarized and shared 18 

with the Board of Regents.  SED will receive 19 

public comments until May 21
st
.  The Panel for 20 

Educational Policy meeting will be held May 22
nd
.  21 

Written statements may be submitted at the 22 

conclusion of this hearing, or mailed to the 23 

Charter School office at 89 Washington Ave., 24 

Albany, New York, 12234.  Or emailed to 25 



 6 

charterschools, that's charter schools with an 1 

S, at mail.nysed.gov.  Thank you. 2 

MS. PRICE:  Okay.  This hearing tonight is 3 

being recorded.  The purpose of this hearing is 4 

for you to provide comment about the proposal.  5 

Before I describe the proposal, I want to make 6 

sure you're aware of the opportunity to provide 7 

your input.  All those who wish to speak must 8 

sign up at the speaker signup area located 9 

outside of the auditorium.  The signup list will 10 

close in 15 minutes.  Speakers will be given the 11 

floor in the order that they signed up.  And all 12 

comments are limited to two minutes.  There may 13 

be elected officials who arrive at different 14 

times throughout the evening.  If they wish to 15 

speak, we will do our best to accommodate them 16 

at the first opportune moment.  Those who are 17 

here at the start of public comment will be 18 

asked to speak first.  All of the comments 19 

mentioned tonight will be mentioned in the 20 

analysis of public comment to be published and 21 

made available for the Panel on Educational 22 

Policy before the Panel votes.  That vote is 23 

scheduled for May 22
nd
, 2013.  In addition, we 24 

welcome any comments and feedback you may have 25 
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at any time before the Panel votes on the 1 

proposal.  The email address and phone number 2 

where comments can be made are 3 

D05proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  The number if 4 

anybody wants to submit comment is (212) 374-5 

3466.  Now I'm going to read the proposal 6 

summary.  The New York City Department of 7 

Education, or DOE, is proposing to co-locate 8 

grades kindergarten through four of KIPP STAR 9 

College Preparatory Charter School, or KIPP 10 

STAR, in Building M195, located at 625 West 133
rd
 11 

St., New York, New York, 10027, in Community 12 

School District Five, beginning in the 2014–2015 13 

school year.  KIPP STAR currently serves 14 

students in kindergarten and first grades in 15 

Building M115, located at 586 West 177
th
 St., New 16 

York, in Community School District Six.  17 

Students in grades five through eight in 18 

Building M125, located at 433 West 123
rd
 St., in 19 

District Five, and students in grades 9 through 20 

12 in Building M195.  A co-location means that 21 

two or more school organizations are located in 22 

the same building, and may share common spaces 23 

like auditoriums, gymnasiums, libraries, and 24 

cafeterias.  If this proposal is approved, 25 

mailto:D05proposals@schools.nyc.gov
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beginning in 2014–15, KIPP STAR's kindergarten 1 

will be co-located with KIPP Infinity Charter 2 

School, or KIPP Infinity, a public charter 3 

school currently serving students in grades 4 

kindergarten through two, and 5 through 12, and 5 

which will add grades three and four over the 6 

next two years until it reaches full scale in 7 

2014–15 school year.  And New Design Middle 8 

School, an existing middle school currently 9 

serving students in grades six and seven, and 10 

which will reach full scale and serve students 11 

in sixth through eighth grades beginning in the 12 

2013–14 school year.  Currently, the M195 13 

building also houses the eighth grade of I.S. 14 

195, Roberto Clemente, and grades 9 through 12 15 

of KIPP AMP Charter School, KIPP Infinity, KIPP 16 

Academy Charter School, and KIPP STAR, hereafter 17 

referred to collectively as "KIPP High School."  18 

KIPP High School will be moving out of M195 to 19 

private space located at 201 East 144
th
 St. in 20 

the Bronx, 10451, in CSD Seven, prior to the 21 

2013–14 school year.  The DOE proposed to open 22 

and co-locate New Design beginning in September 23 

2011, pursuant to a proposal that was approved 24 

by the Panel for Educational Policy on June 27
th
, 25 
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2011.  Separately, the DOE proposed to phase 1 

out and eventually close I.S. 195 due to its 2 

poor performance and inability to turn around 3 

quickly to better support students' needs.  I.S. 4 

195 began phasing out in September 2011, 5 

pursuant to a proposal that was approved by the 6 

PEP on February 1
st
, 2011.  I.S. 195 will close 7 

at the conclusion of the 2012–2013 school year.  8 

New Design and KIPP Infinity are currently 9 

phasing in.  New Design will serve students in 10 

grades six through eight when it reaches full 11 

scale in the 2013 school year, and KIPP Infinity 12 

will serve students in grades kindergarten 13 

through eight in M195 when it reaches full scale 14 

in the 2014–15 school year.  KIPP STAR operates 15 

with the management support of KIPP NYC, a 16 

charter management organization that currently 17 

manages five charter schools within New York 18 

City, including those currently co-located in 19 

M195.  In October 2012, KIPP NYC submitted a 20 

charter revision to the New York State Education 21 

Department, SED, that requested to merge KIPP 22 

S.T.A.R's charter with KIPP NYC Washington 23 

Heights Academy's charter.  In March 2013, SED 24 

approved the merger and named the consolidated 25 
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charter KIPP NYC Public Charter Schools.  KIPP 1 

NYC Public Charter Schools is authorized to 2 

operate two charter schools, KIPP NYC Washington 3 

Heights Academy, and KIPP STAR.  Under the 4 

approved merger, KIPP NYC Washington Heights 5 

Academy will serve students in grades 6 

kindergarten through three in Building M115, and 7 

students in grades four through eight in 8 

Building M90, located at 21 Jumel Pl., New York, 9 

New York, in District Six.  This means that the 10 

students currently served by KIPP STAR in M115 11 

will now be served by KIPP Washington Heights 12 

Academy and will articulate to fourth grade in 13 

M90 within the same district.  In addition, KIPP 14 

STAR will serve students in grades kindergarten 15 

through four in Building M195, if this proposal 16 

is approved.  And students in grades five 17 

through eight in Building M125, both within 18 

District Five.  The merged charter, KIPP NYC 19 

Public Charter Schools, will enable KIPP STAR in 20 

District Five, and KIPP NYC Washington Heights 21 

Academy in District Six to create a unified 22 

kindergarten through eighth grade program to 23 

allow elementary students in District Five and 24 

District Six respectively, the opportunity to 25 
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attend a single KIPP school, from kindergarten 1 

through eighth grade.  The eighth grade students 2 

from KIPP NYC Washington Heights Academy and 3 

KIPP STAR will articulate to KIPP High School, 4 

which will be located in private space in the 5 

Bronx.  Every charter school managed by KIPP NYC 6 

admits students through a charter lottery 7 

application process, and gives admission 8 

priority to students residing in the district in 9 

which the school is located.  For schools whose 10 

elementary and/or middle school grades are 11 

located in a different district than their high 12 

school grades, preference is given to the 13 

students residing in the district in which the 14 

elementary and/or middle school grades are 15 

located, and who qualify for free or reduced 16 

price meals.  KIPP High School enrolls students 17 

who are articulating from eighth grade at KIPP 18 

Infinity, KIPP Academy, KIPP AMP, KIPP STAR, and 19 

eventually KIPP NYC Washington Heights Academy, 20 

which will serve eighth grade students beginning 21 

in the 2015–2016 school year.  If this proposal 22 

is approved, beginning in the 2014–15 school 23 

year, KIPP STAR will serve 83 to 106 students in 24 

kindergarten in the M195 building.  In the 2015–25 
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16 school year, KIPP STAR will serve 1 

approximately 166 to 212 students in 2 

kindergarten and first grade in M195.  In the 3 

2016–2017 school year, KIPP STAR will serve 4 

approximately 249 to 318 students in grades 5 

kindergarten through two.  In the 2017–18 school 6 

year, KIPP STAR serve approximately 332 to 424 7 

students in grades kindergarten through three, 8 

in M195.  In the 2018–19 school year, the final 9 

year of expansion, KIPP STAR will serve 415 to 10 

530 students in grades kindergarten through four 11 

in M195.  As mentioned above, I.S. 95 will close 12 

at the conclusion of the 2012–13 school year, 13 

and KIPP High School, currently comprised of the 14 

9th and 12
th
 grades of KIPP AMP, KIPP Infinity, 15 

KIPP Academy, and KIPP STAR, will move out of 16 

M195 to private space prior to the 2013–14 17 

school year.  We will now hear from hearing 18 

participants.   19 

MS. AYISHA IRVIN:  Hello, my name is Ayisha 20 

Irvin.  I am with the CEC.  I'm the Recording 21 

Secretary with the CEC.  My other people, I see, 22 

did not make it yet.  I'm here representing the 23 

Council, representing all of the schools in 24 

District Five.  I welcome any schools, anyone 25 
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here willing to help educate the children here 1 

in District Five.  And we look forward to 2 

working with you - - be successful.   3 

MS. PRICE:  Thank you.  Okay.  And the 4 

other, the members of the SLT are Carrie Maurer, 5 

Rashaunda Shaw, and Dan Black, and have chosen 6 

to not sit on the dais and will not be speaking 7 

tonight.  Okay.  We have concluded the formal 8 

presentations.  We will now open up the floor 9 

for public comment.  Speakers will be given the 10 

floor in the order that they signed up, and I 11 

will read that here.  And all comments are 12 

limited to two minutes.  Our first speaker is 13 

Beatrice Ingram [phonetic], if you'll please 14 

approach.  Beatrice?  She left.  Okay, the next 15 

speaker, Bobby Faust.  Go ahead, sir.  16 

MR. BOBBY FAUST:  Hello, testing.  Yeah, my 17 

name is Bobby Faust, and…thank you.  Yeah, my 18 

son's name is Amari Zayir Faust [phonetic] and 19 

he's a student here at KIPP Elementary Infinity.  20 

And I'm here tonight because I believe that KIPP 21 

serves all children, no matter what color or 22 

race or gender and also, they serve, you know, 23 

regular children as well as special needs 24 

students.  They did a random lottery, and we 25 
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were fortunate our son, you know, got picked. 1 

Got picked fair and square, and to me this is a 2 

great way to pick children when there's so many 3 

applicants.  And yeah, the wait list is 4 

tremendous, so that's a, it was a good way.  And 5 

you know, me and my wife was happy that he got 6 

in.  And this is a good reason to create more 7 

charter schools, I believe.  KIPP has increased 8 

Amari's desire to learn more, and at times he's 9 

become so proud when he moves up a higher 10 

reading level, or becomes KIPP of the week.  11 

Because of KIPP, my son talks about growing his 12 

brain, and climbing the mountain to college.  I 13 

really like KIPP because it's a family-14 

orientated school, the staff and the teachers, 15 

they greet the kids with a hug and a smile each 16 

day.  Except, you know, when so many of them 17 

coming you can't, you know, catch all of them.  18 

And there's a caring and warm atmosphere.  All 19 

right, and 'cause of KIPP, Amari has grown 20 

intellectually, emotionally.  I want to thank 21 

you for the opportunity to allow KIPP to serve 22 

more family.  I look forward to more schools, 23 

charter schools co-locating.  - -.   24 

MS. PRICE:  Thank you.  The next speaker, 25 
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Maria Lapport.   1 

MS. MARIA LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:18:30-2 

0:19:00].   3 

MALE VOICE:  I will talk to you for a moment 4 

about charter schools.  I have my kids in public 5 

school.   6 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:19:07-7 

0:19:21].   8 

MALE VOICE:  So the idea of a charter school 9 

seems to me to be a good idea.  What I like 10 

about them is they talk about college a lot, and 11 

they have a lot of - -.   12 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:19:30-13 

0:19:40].   14 

MALE VOICE:  I have a daughter in the second 15 

grade.  I had her repeat the grade because her 16 

grades were too low at the public school.   17 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:19:47-18 

0:19:57].   19 

MALE VOICE:  Right now her, she went up two 20 

letters.  And everything is good.  She doesn't 21 

have any bullying problems.  No one makes fun of 22 

her.   23 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:20:07-24 

0:20:19]. 25 
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MALE VOICE:  She feels very comfortable, 1 

and she tells me, "Thank you Mommy for"-- 2 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Interposing] - -. 3 

MALE VOICE:  --"switching me to a different 4 

school."  And I also have another daughter, and 5 

she's also doing well.   6 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:20:32-7 

0:20:47]. 8 

MALE VOICE:  And that's what I have to say, 9 

that charter schools are good idea, and that 10 

they have a lot of potential to help, to push 11 

our kids to move forward to be good people and 12 

professional - -. 13 

MS. LAPPORT:  [Foreign audio 0:20:59-14 

0:21:01]. 15 

MALE VOICE:  That's what I have to say.   16 

MS. PRICE:  Thank you very much.  And our 17 

last speaker signed up tonight is Mary Melendez.   18 

MS. MARY MELENDEZ:  Good evening, everyone.  19 

Good evening, everyone.  My name is Mary 20 

Melendez, and I am a parent at KIPP STAR 21 

Elementary School.  And I'm also an advocate 22 

parent for all our children to get a great 23 

education.  My daughter started last year - - 24 

her kindergarten.  All they speak about is 25 
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college, college, college, which is amazing 1 

for a five-year old to speak about.  And this 2 

year they already gone to different colleges, to 3 

see different colleges, which is, I think it's 4 

great.  It's great that our kids from five years 5 

old are learning about their future, going to 6 

college.  And that it's embedded in their, in 7 

their growing brains, how they say that their 8 

brains grow every day, on a daily basis.  Well 9 

my, what my KIPP has done for my daughter is, 10 

she's already, she's in first grade this year.  11 

And her reading level is already at a third 12 

grade level.  And that's, that makes me a proud 13 

mom that they're pushed and pushed to see their 14 

potential come out, and that it is, it's very 15 

visible.  It's a visible image that she is going 16 

to college, and that's what every parent in this 17 

community wants.  And that's why I think it's 18 

great that KIPP is having another school come 19 

in, because this community wants the children to 20 

learn.  And this will be a great opportunity for 21 

all families in Harlem.  And I look forward to 22 

seeing all our children in this school work 23 

together to grow and set their ways to college.  24 

And thank you for the opportunity, and to have 25 
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KIPP serve our families in Harlem.  Thank you. 1 

MS. PRICE:  Thank you.  That concludes our 2 

speaker list.  Again, we welcome any further 3 

comment and feedback you may have at any time 4 

before the Panel for Educational Policy votes on 5 

this proposal at its May 22
nd
, 2013 meeting.  6 

That meeting will take place…at the Taft 7 

Educational Campus, 2410 East 172
nd
 St., in the 8 

Bronx.  Additional comments can be received at 9 

D05proposals@schools.nyc.gov, and at (212) 374-10 

3466.  Thank you all for your participation.  11 

This joint public hearing is now closed.                   12 

[END RECORDING] 13 
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