
 1

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF 13 

EDUCATION - DIVISION OF 14 

PORTFOLIO PLANNING 15 

K008 Hearing - 2/6/12 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 



 2

[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. KAREN WATTS:  Good evening.  This is a 2 

joint public hearing of the Department of 3 

Education Community Education Council and School 4 

Leadership Team for the Proposed Expansion and 5 

Co-Location of P.S. 008, Robert Fulton, 13K008 6 

with existing schools, George Westinghouse 7 

Career and Technical Education High School, 8 

13K605, City Polytechnic High School of 9 

Engineering, Architecture and Technology, 13K674 10 

and a D75 school, 75K369 and K580 in building 11 

K580 beginning in 2012-2013.  I am Brooklyn High 12 

School Superintendent Karen Watts.  I'm joined 13 

by principals Janine Kiernan of Westinghouse, 14 

Chris Aguirre of City Poly and Seth Phillips of 15 

P.S. 008.  We have asked the District 13 16 

Community Education Council and the school 17 

leadership teams of P.S. 008, City Polytechnic 18 

High School and George Westinghouse High School 19 

to participate in this joint public hearing.  20 

I'm joined tonight by City Poly SLT 21 

representative, Armando Echeverry who will be in 22 

the building shortly, George Westinghouse SLT 23 

representative, Earline Mensa, P.S. 008 SLT 24 

representative Myra Balaban and David Goldsmith 25 
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from the CEC.  Ben Green should arrive shortly.  1 

This hearing is being recorded.  The purpose of 2 

this hearing is for you to provide comments 3 

about the proposal.  Before I describe the 4 

proposal, I want to make sure that you are all 5 

aware of the opportunity to provide your input.  6 

All those who wish to speak must sign up in the 7 

speaker's sign up area located just outside the 8 

auditorium.  The sign-up list will close in 15 9 

minutes.  Speakers will be given the floor in 10 

the order that they signed up. All comments are 11 

limited to two minutes.  The SLT of 75K369, the 12 

D75 school, was invited to attend as well.  13 

There may be elected officials who arrive at 14 

different times throughout the evening.  If they 15 

wish to speak, we will do our best to 16 

accommodate them at the first opportune moment.  17 

Those who are here at the start of the public 18 

comments segment will be asked to speak first.  19 

All comments will be mentioned in the analysis 20 

of public comment to be published and provided 21 

to the Panel for Education Policy the evening 22 

before the panel votes.  That vote is scheduled 23 

for February 9 th .  In addition, we welcome any 24 

comments and feedback you may have at any time 25 
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before the panel votes on both proposals.  The 1 

e-mail address and phone number where comments 2 

may be made are D13 Proposals@Schools.NYC.gov 3 

and phone number (212)-374-0208.  Here is the 4 

proposal:  The New York City Department of 5 

Education, DOE, is proposing to allow P.S. 8, 6 

Robert Fulton, 13K008--for our purposes, P.S. 8 7 

to expand to serve students in kindergarten 8 

through eighth grade and to serve students in 9 

grades 6-8 in Building K580 located at 105 10 

Johnson Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 in 11 

Community School District 13 beginning in 2012-12 

2013 school year.  P.S. 8 is an existing 13 

elementary school that currently serves students 14 

in kindergarten through fifth grade and offers a 15 

full day pre-kindergarten program in Building 16 

K008 located at 37 Hick Street in Community 17 

District 13.  P.S. 8 is currently the only 18 

school located at K008.  If this proposal is 19 

approved, P.S 8 would extend such students in 20 

grades 6-8.  Those middle school grades will be 21 

co-located in K580 with two career and technical 22 

education, also known as CTE high schools namely 23 

George Westinghouse Career and Technical 24 

Education High School, 13K605, known as 25 
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Westinghouse and an existing limited on screen 1 

high school serving students in grades 9-12, the 2 

City Polytechnic High School of Engineering, 3 

Architecture, and Technology, 13K674 also known 4 

as City Poly an existing DOE limited on screen 5 

high school which is currently phasing in and 6 

will be a full scale serving students in grades 7 

9-12 in 2012-2013.  CTE programs integrate 8 

rigorous academic study with work force skills 9 

in specific career pathways. Students 10 

participate in programs that meet business and 11 

industry standards.  Students receive 12 

instruction in an industry-related area and have 13 

the opportunity to graduate high school with 14 

industry specific competencies and skills that 15 

lead to post secondary education, further 16 

industry trading and/or entry into the work 17 

force.  P.S. 8 would also be co-located with an 18 

existing District 75 school, 75K369 at K580, 19 

would serve students in grades 9-12 with a range 20 

of learning and emotional disabilities.  75K369 21 

at K580 is an inclusion program and its students 22 

are enrolled in Westinghouse general education 23 

classes and depending on their individual needs, 24 

receive special education teacher support 25 
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services also known as SETSS.  K580 also houses 1 

a community based organization, a CBO called 2 

Counseling in Schools and young adult borough 3 

center, YABC program, Downtown Brooklyn YABC, 4 

13K657.  Under this proposal, P.S. 8 would 5 

continue to serve it's kindergarten through 6 

fifth grade students at K008.  K008 has a target 7 

capacity of 353 but 2010-2011, P.S. 8 served 552 8 

students yielding a utilization rate of 156%.  9 

As such, K008 does not have adequate space to 10 

accommodate P.S. 8's expansion to include middle 11 

school grades.  Therefore, the DOE is proposing 12 

to split site and co-locate P.S. 8's 6-8 grades 13 

in K580.  A split site means that a single 14 

organization serves some grade levels in one 15 

building and other grade levels in another 16 

building.  A co-location means that two or more 17 

school organizations are located in the same 18 

building and may share common spaces like 19 

auditoriums, gymnasiums and cafeterias.  If this 20 

proposal is approved in 2012-2013, P.S. 8 will 21 

expand to serve sixth grade students in K580 and 22 

in the following years would expand by one grade 23 

each year until reaches full scale in 2014-2015.  24 

K580 has adequate capacity to accommodate the 25 
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co-location of P.S. 8's middle school grades 1 

with Westinghouse, City Poly and 75K369 and K580 2 

at full operational capacity.  In the 2011-2012 3 

school year, K580 had a target capacity to serve 4 

1,614 students but served only 1,279 students 5 

yielding a building utilization rate of 79%.  6 

During the 2014-2015 school year, P.S. 8 will be 7 

fully phased in if this proposal is approved.  8 

K580 is projected to serve approximately 1,445 9 

to 1,560 students yielding an approximate 10 

building utilization rate of 90 to 97%.  Thus, 11 

K580 has the capacity to accommodate the 12 

proposed expansion of P.S. 8.  If this proposal 13 

is approved, P.S. 8 will grow to serve students 14 

in 6-8 grade in a split site at K580 where it 15 

will be co-located with Westinghouse, City Poly 16 

and 75K369 at K580.  P.S. 8 will begin serving 17 

sixth grade in building K580 in 2012-2013 and 18 

will add one grade each year until it reaches 19 

full scale in 2014-2015.  Thank you.  The next 20 

presenter will be Mr. David Goldstein of the 21 

CEC. 22 

MR. DAVID GOLDSMITH:  Thank you.  Well, my 23 

name is David Goldsmith and I'm a second vice-24 

president of the Communication Education Council 25 
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in district 13 and I am the CEC liaison to P.S. 1 

8 which we all know is a district 13 elementary 2 

school.  My family's been part of the district 3 

13 family since our daughter entered 4 

kindergarten which seems to be many years ago.  5 

District 13 schools have been great for our 6 

daughter.  She received an excellent elementary 7 

education at P.S. 8 and continued to flourish in 8 

another District 13 school, Arts and Letters.  9 

She started in Brooklyn Tech this year as a high 10 

school student and is doing really well there 11 

so, thank you District 13.  Isabel's success at 12 

District 13 schools did not happen by accident.  13 

She actually works very hard as a student and so 14 

did we, her parents, who joined with many other 15 

students, parents, teachers, school 16 

administrators, members of the community, 17 

business leaders, elected officials throughout 18 

the district who all believe that quality 19 

education for all children is possible.  We 20 

learned a lot along the way.  As parents, staff 21 

and administrators began to see the success of 22 

our efforts to improve P.S. 8, we began to 23 

understand that the great elementary education 24 

was not enough.  As the standard for successful 25 
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elementary education increases, so does the 1 

demand for equally successful middle school 2 

education.  As we became involved in the 3 

district wide educational issues in 13, we met 4 

parents throughout our district with similar 5 

concerns for their children.  Many people felt 6 

that a coordinated, concerted effort on a 7 

district wide level was necessary to create a 8 

vision so to speak for quality elementary and 9 

middle school education throughout the district. 10 

One would think that the Department of Education 11 

would recognize this need in District 13 and 12 

bring all the stakeholders together to create 13 

this plan that lifts all children in our 14 

district up.  We don't see this process.  Many 15 

of us in CEC 13, as well as parents, 16 

administrators and staff throughout the district 17 

are still waiting to be invited to the table to 18 

discuss the vision, the plan so to speak for 19 

supporting better schooling in District 13.  20 

P.S. 8 parents felt that they couldn't wait any 21 

longer for the DOE to do its job so, we commend 22 

them for organizing together to make sure that 23 

what their children need, they get but we in CEC 24 

13, understand that we've met with many P.S. 8 25 
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parents and P.S. 8 parents understand that an 1 

injury to one is an injury to all and they know 2 

that the fate of their children and the 3 

educational standards for their children is 4 

really tied to a plan that brings all children 5 

in District 13 up.  As an individual member of 6 

the CEC 13 who's been very familiar with the 7 

P.S. 8 community, I support the 6-8 grade 8 

expansion of P.S. 8.  I must say on behalf of 9 

myself and the entire Community Education 10 

Council of District 13, we're extremely 11 

disappointed in the process laid out by the DOE 12 

and Portfolio for P.S. 8 to expand.  We believe 13 

the success of such a needed grade expansion 14 

would be enhanced if the plan would come as a 15 

result of a long-term conversation of 16 

stakeholders throughout the district.  We're 17 

concerned when we find out that the principals 18 

of the three schools proposed to be co-located 19 

have just met for the first time, and briefly, 20 

just a few days ago.  That's some plan.  Never 21 

has the DOE come to a CEC meeting to discuss the 22 

merits of this proposal.  So, I am in support of 23 

this grade expansion but we're really looking 24 

forward to leadership from the DOE to create the 25 
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plan so, that all children in District 13 have 1 

great quality elementary and middle schools.  2 

Thank you. 3 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next presenter 4 

will be P.S. 8's principal, Seth Phillips. 5 

MR. SETH PHILLIPS:  I'm going to skip 6 

talking about why this is great for P.S. 8.  I 7 

will say that I do think that in terms of the 8 

long viability of P.S. 8, this is a very 9 

important piece and it is very important to us.  10 

We do want to acknowledge, all of us at P.S. 8 11 

as a community want to acknowledge that co-12 

location is not easy. It is true that today's 13 

reality is that if there is space somewhere, the 14 

DOE looks to fill it and obviously from the 15 

numbers you've heard here, this is where they 16 

feel like there is a space.  We feel at 8 that 17 

we are good neighbors that we're not coming in 18 

here to think that we know everything.  We're 19 

not coming in here to take over this building by 20 

any means; we're coming in to be neighbors. 21 

We're coming in to be part of the community not 22 

keep ourselves out of the community.  We look 23 

forward, it is true as David Goldsmith said that 24 

we've only met last week but the meeting that we 25 
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had, I came away feeling very positive, that 1 

the three leaders or--I have not yet met with 2 

anyone from the District 75 school but the 3 

leaders in this building can and will work 4 

together for the benefit of not just one school 5 

but all schools and that is important to us as a 6 

community in P.S. 8.  I want you to know that 7 

P.S. 8 spent a long time with DOE looking for 8 

what all of us thought was a good place for P.S. 9 

8 to go and one of the things that makes the 10 

best sense about this co-location is that it is 11 

our community, it is our neighborhood.  The 12 

buildings across the street, the apartments of 13 

buildings across the street are zoned for P.S. 14 

8.  There are many P.S. 8 children going there.  15 

We are vested in this community and therefore I 16 

think that that feeling will carry through into 17 

trying to support Westinghouse as a whole and 18 

not just ourselves.  In terms of District 13, I 19 

think that one of the numbers that really 20 

astounded me when we were meeting with the DOE 21 

and one person--I can't even tell you who that 22 

person at this point because we met so many 23 

times--said that 40% of the fifth graders in 24 

District 13 left to go to the sixth grade 25 
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elsewhere, outside of District 13.  We need to 1 

hold our children as a whole.  This is just one 2 

step and one way to hold our children.  I hate 3 

to be crass about it but the reality is children 4 

are money and we're not just talking 5 

instructional dollars, we're talking capital 6 

dollars and these are the kinds of moves that we 7 

need to make as a whole.  I want to reiterate 8 

that we look forward to being part of this 9 

community, we look forward to working with the 10 

people in here and we look forward to this 11 

opportunity.  Thank you.     12 

{Applause] 13 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next presenter 14 

will be Myra Balaban [phonetic] from P.S. 8 15 

School Leadership Team. 16 

MS. MYRA BALABAN: Hi, I don't know that 17 

everybody here knows what the SLT is.  The 18 

School Leadership Team is a school committee 19 

that's made up of half teachers and half 20 

parents.  I've been on the SLT for about four or 21 

five years.  Over that period, we've discussed 22 

the idea of creating middle school and basically 23 

just representing SLT by saying that we are all   24 

- - . 25 
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MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next presenter 1 

will be Earline Mensa [phonetic] from George 2 

Westinghouse School Leadership Team. 3 

MS. EARLINE MENSA:  Well, good afternoon 4 

everyone--well, good evening I should say.  I, 5 

too, sit on the SLT committee at George 6 

Westinghouse High School and as a new member to 7 

the policies that happened I guess across the 8 

board when we talk about public education, I 9 

have more or less immersed myself into what is 10 

actually going on because I had a gut feeling 11 

that something was amiss.  I couldn't put my 12 

finger on it but I knew something was wrong and 13 

of course, there have been countless nights when 14 

I've actually been at my computer just looking 15 

at things, looking at facts, looking at numbers 16 

because I am also a home schooling parent and my 17 

daughter, my middle daughter, went to IS Middle 18 

School 113.  She started in the sixth grade and 19 

from there she went to Brooklyn Tech as well and 20 

she did exceptionally well a Brooklyn Tech.  So, 21 

I know that District 13 has some powerful 22 

schools.  What I wanted to share with you is a 23 

statement, part of an executive statement that 24 

was issued by Gifford-Miller, the speaker of the 25 
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city council, and it was August 2005.  You may 1 

say that it is outdated but I believe it is 2 

relevant--I think it's even more relevant today-3 

-than it was when he actually presented his 4 

executive summary.  New York City small schools 5 

movement which is currently being implemented at 6 

break neck speed has resulted in unintended 7 

negative consequences for the city school system 8 

and deserves a thorough analysis.  While small 9 

schools that have been successful throughout the 10 

country have reduced anonymity, increased 11 

communication and personization among students 12 

and staff, New York City Small Schools 13 

Initiative is failing to achieve these goals and 14 

may be creating additional problems for the 15 

city's students.  The small schools movement in 16 

New York City and the mayor's agenda, in 17 

particular, have drawn criticism from teachers, 18 

parents, principals and students due to poor 19 

planning by the city's Department of Education 20 

also known as the DOE, along with space and 21 

budget constraints.  Many small schools have 22 

been placed in shared facilities with large 23 

schools already plagued with safety and 24 

achievement problems.  Within these buildings, 25 
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small schools are sharing space, not only with 1 

other similar, small schools but also with large 2 

struggling schools.  Conflicts have arisen 3 

between students as well as between 4 

administrators and even police officers in the 5 

buildings.  These circumstances have prompted 6 

the city council to question the efficacy of the 7 

city's small schools reforms.  Nationwide, small 8 

schools have been created and promoted as a 9 

solution to the failure of large schools 10 

especially in urban areas.  New York City's 11 

mayor and schools chancellor have embraced the 12 

small schools movement and held it a success.  13 

However, no objective analysis has been 14 

conducted and the evaluation process lacks 15 

transparency.  What the public does not know 16 

from reports by the media, educators and 17 

students is that recent reforms involving the 18 

housing of small schools in large facilities 19 

resulted in negative consequences.  - - it is 20 

not the complete executive statement but you can 21 

go online--again, I Google everything--and it's 22 

entitled "Sharing Space, Rethinking the 23 

Implementation of Small School Reforms in New 24 

York City", the council of the city of New York, 25 
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Gifford-Miller speaker, August 2005.  Now to 1 

my own personal statement.  We preach diversity, 2 

diversity, diversity and well accountability, 3 

accountability, accountability.  If we truly 4 

believe in these principals then P.S. 8 will not 5 

be granted co-location status in the building 6 

K580 located at 105 Johnson Street.  The DOE 7 

states that it strives to ensure that all 8 

students in New York City have access to a 9 

diverse range of high quality schools at every 10 

state of their education. Well, the DOE has 11 

failed the students in building K580.  We know 12 

firsthand that when another school co-locates, 13 

the transition is rarely homogenous and now 14 

they're proposing that a middle school co-15 

locates in an environment that is only recently 16 

coming to grips with allocation of space after 17 

three years of trying to establish a sense of 18 

community with another high school.  It is 19 

wonderful that the Robert Fulton school wants to 20 

continue to provide a supportive environment 21 

that suits the needs of future middle school 22 

student's but what about the needs of the 23 

students of Westinghouse and City Polytechnic 24 

High School? 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. MENSA:  Were their needs considered?  2 

Were their parents a part of this envision of 3 

creating this shared community?  Does it propose 4 

to have a minimal affect on the overall learning 5 

environment for all of the participants?  I 6 

think not.  True, building K580 has been deemed 7 

to be underutilized but so are several middle 8 

schools in District 13. 9 

[Applause] 10 

MS. MENSA:  Why didn't the DOE consider that 11 

perhaps P.S. 8 would have a better fit at an 12 

existing middle school as they would be among 13 

their peers and ideally have accommodations that 14 

befit the needs of students in middle school?  15 

Number one, they would have an auditorium; 16 

building K580 doesn't have one.  Two, they would 17 

have ample bathroom facilities; K580 doesn't.  18 

Three, they would have a cafeteria that 19 

resembles an establishment for dining; building 20 

K580 is lacking in my opinion.  They would be in 21 

a more congenial atmosphere if they would be 22 

among their peers and truly building a sense of 23 

shared community if they were to be co-located 24 

in another building and another District 13 25 
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middle school because there are several that 1 

are underutilized.  I sincerely hope that the 2 

DOE realizes that their proposal to co-locate 3 

the Robert Fulton School in building K580 is 4 

unfair to all.  Our students, who must become 5 

college ready, cannot be distracted for another 6 

minute as they have already given three years to 7 

an experimentation that was fraught with woes.  8 

And that is my statement.  I do not support co-9 

location of the Robert Fulton School.   10 

[Applause] 11 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next presenter 12 

will be Armando Echeverry from City Polytechnics 13 

School Leadership Team. 14 

MR. ARMANDO ECHEVERRY:  Good evening 15 

everyone, thank you for coming.  I'll tell you 16 

with City Polytechnic we are basically a small 17 

school sharing our space with Westinghouse.  To 18 

this point, it's been a very good partnership 19 

between our schools.  I can fully understand why 20 

other schools want to come in here and I don't 21 

understand why exactly they want to place this 22 

school in here.  Right now the way that the 23 

budgets are going in our city, in our school 24 

system, they're looking to contain schools.  Our 25 
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only worry, in speaking to our parents at City 1 

Poly, is security reasons, security issues more 2 

than anything else.  Because we do have two high 3 

schools, we're going to have children who are 4 

definitely a lot younger than the high school 5 

students that we have available.  We need to see 6 

what security issues we have.  This is something 7 

that has not been planned.  We pretty much met 8 

maybe about two weeks for the first time and 9 

discussed all the issues that were being brought 10 

up and to our surprise basically it seemed like 11 

this was a done deal.  We had not been aware; we 12 

had not been notified as parents of what was 13 

happening.  So, in speaking to the parents at 14 

City Polytech we feel that it was improper for 15 

the DOE not to let us know ahead of time what 16 

was happening.  We feel that we have a great 17 

relationship with Westinghouse High School and 18 

our concern is of the security issues that will 19 

present itself once the - - school comes.  20 

That's pretty much what I had to say.  Thank 21 

you.   22 

[applause] 23 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  We have now 24 

concluded the formal presentation.  We will now 25 
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open the floor for public comments.  Speakers 1 

will be given the floor in the order that they 2 

signed up. All comments are limited to two 3 

minutes.  I would like to inform the audience 4 

that chief of staff for Assembly Member Joan 5 

Millman was here but had to leave and will not 6 

be able to speak this evening.  Our first 7 

speaker will be Belinda Cape from state senate 8 

Daniel Squadron's office. 9 

MS. BELINDA CAPE:  Good evening. - - I 10 

represent the 25th district of the New York 11 

state senate.  Thank you for - - testify today.  12 

Along with - - my colleagues   - - .  Our work 13 

is not done.  Much more progress must be made to 14 

meet District 13's needs. I look forward to - - 15 

P.S. 8 community and also - - at Westinghouse 16 

and my colleagues to ensure the success - - 17 

middle school and all the District 13 schools.  18 

Thank you very much. 19 

[applause] 20 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  Our next speaker 21 

will be Judy Stanton. 22 

MS. JUDY STANTON:  My name is Judy Stanton.  23 

I'm the executive director of - - Association   24 

- - .  I am speaking tonight on behalf of the 25 
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association in strong support of P.S. 8's plan 1 

to expand into eighth grade.  - - association 2 

and our support of P.S. 8 is the best way to 3 

ensure your families will remain in the 4 

neighborhood.  The entire neighborhood benefits 5 

from the success of P.S. 8 and the school's PTA 6 

has done inaudible) work for more civic 7 

involvement by parents.  P.S. 8 is such a strong 8 

school now, thanks to its dedicated principal 9 

Seth Phillips, who will stop at nothing until 10 

the school is the best it can be for all those - 11 

- attend.  Almost from the day it arrived, 12 

parents have   - - .  In a few short years, we 13 

have witnessed the school's rapid growth as it 14 

doubled in size and   - - .  - -  support such 15 

as this will benefit George Westinghouse High 16 

School and its support team.  I know we can 17 

count on the school parent body to apply its 18 

energy and resources to a P.S. 8 middle school 19 

and we can expect it to become a - - for other 20 

District 13 children as space is available.  In 21 

conclusion, I would like to thank the Department 22 

of Education for recognizing the need - - and 23 

for considering the school space in walking 24 

distance   - - .  Thank you. 25 
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[applause] 1 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 2 

will be Antonio Kenvatia [phonetic]. 3 

MR. ANTONIO KENVATIA:  - - My name is 4 

Antonio Kenvatia - - three children at P.S. 8 5 

and I prepared a speech   - - something 6 

wonderful so, I've discarded my speech and I'm 7 

here in support of P.S. 8 expansion to K-8 8 

because as my daughter has said to me - - I gave 9 

her, that she believes as I do that this is the 10 

start of something wonderful, something 11 

wonderful for District 13 [applause] and 12 

something wonderful for the children who attend 13 

P.S. 8 and all the future children of P.S. 8 and 14 

so, I'm here to say thank you in advance for the 15 

support for - - because this is truly the start 16 

of something wonderful.  Thank you. 17 

[applause] 18 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 19 

will be Sherri Holman [phonetic]. 20 

MS SHERRI HOLMAN:  Hi, I'm the mother of 21 

three children in P.S. 8.  My daughter - - is in 22 

fifth grade and my twin sons, Silas and Felix, 23 

are in third grade. Until two years ago, we 24 

attended another - - District 13 school in - - 25 
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Hill and we were actively involved in the PTA, 1 

SLT - - and fundraising.  Our kids seemed to be 2 

thriving there but in the first grade, our son - 3 

- struggle. He had been diagnosed with cancer as 4 

a baby and after years of intensive treatment 5 

was   - - .  His IDP mandated an ICT which is 6 

collaborative teaching where - - are integrated 7 

into general - - classrooms and his current 8 

school didn't have that.    - - .  It was then 9 

that I realized that capacity was about more 10 

than just having   - - .  Inside and outside the 11 

ICT classroom, P.S. 8 was about inclusion, 12 

patience and generosity. Life is - - easy at the 13 

beginning but Mr. Phillips and Mr. - - worked to 14 

help him feel welcome and they quickly earned 15 

his trust. - - Mr. Ellison were infallibly 16 

understanding, kind, and most of all funny which 17 

broke down his emotional barriers.  - - went 18 

from a child who had refused to go to school to 19 

a little boy eager and excited to learn.  The 20 

following years - - so, that our family can be 21 

together.  I always felt you can judge a school 22 

by how it treats its most vulnerable students.  23 

I've seen the P.S. 8 team in action with my own 24 

son and other struggling kids.  All children, no 25 
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matter what their backgrounds and personal 1 

challenges are welcomed, separated and 2 

celebrated.  I'm in full support of the 3 

expansion be co-located - - Westinghouse High 4 

School building. - - There has to be - - but I 5 

for one - - Westinghouse, City Poly and 6 

especially District 75K369 program for potential   7 

- - .   8 

[applause]. 9 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 10 

will be Christina Soto. 11 

MS. CHRISTINA SOTO:  I have two children - - 12 

P.S. 8 a girl in third grade and a boy in first 13 

grade.  I'm also co-president of the PTA and I 14 

favor expansion and co-location at Westinghouse.  15 

I'm in favor of this proposal as a parent of 16 

course but my   - - .  I'm in favor because as 17 

the daughter of a New York City public school 18 

teacher who taught first grade at P.S.   - - .  19 

I'm in favor of - - as a product of the New York 20 

City public school education myself, as a 21 

Brooklynite who believes we deserve the same 22 

quality of education as the - - and as a 23 

District 13 resident who believes we deserve the 24 

same quality of education here as they have in 25 
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the rest of Brooklyn.  I believe in this city, 1 

I believe in public education.  - - or pray that 2 

the lottery comes out in their favor.   - - .  3 

We are an active parent body who work very hard 4 

for our school and our children.  We would bring 5 

this dedication and enthusiasm with us to the 6 

Westinghouse location and we would keep this 7 

dedication and enthusiasm in District 13.  I 8 

truly - - expansion and co-location both will 9 

have a positive on the community. More families 10 

will remain in the neighborhood as their 11 

children grow older   - - .   12 

[applause] 13 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  Our next speaker 14 

will be Elizabeth Rubby [phonetic]. 15 

MS. ELIZABETH RUBBY:  Hi, good evening 16 

everybody.  - - but I have a kindergartner at 17 

P.S. 8 and I was asked to speak tonight.  I 18 

actually am a product of P.S. 8 and I went to 19 

kindergarten there in 1975.  I really hope that 20 

my two children can both graduate from there in 21 

the eighth grade   - - .   - - .  This is really 22 

important to the whole neighborhood and being a 23 

product of P.S. 8 I'd feel very strongly if I 24 

had to leave the sixth grade and it didn't work 25 
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out so well. - - private school.  Thank you. 1 

[applause] 2 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  We'll now hear from 3 

Council member Steven Levin. 4 

MR. STEVEN LEVIN:  - - testify but I want to 5 

thank you all very much for being here tonight 6 

to hear this testimony.  Good evening.  I'm here 7 

tonight to testify in support of proposed co-8 

location of expanding P.S. 8 to include grades 9 

6-8 within the building K580.  For the past two 10 

years I have been in office, I have been 11 

supportive of P.S. 8's middle school expansion.  12 

Such an expansion has been a high priority for 13 

the Brooklyn Heights community because until 14 

this - - there has been no - - close proximity 15 

to Brooklyn Heights - - and the fact of the 16 

matter is - - but I think it is safe to say that 17 

we still have a long way to go in terms of - - 18 

for District 13 and that means for all the 19 

districts.  We need to continue to expand those 20 

options, not in an arbitrary haphazard fashion 21 

but in an organically   - - .  And most 22 

importantly, we need to nurture those - - which 23 

are working with more resources   - - .  This 24 

P.S. 8 middle school expansion is one of   - - .  25 
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Over the past close to nine years, - - in a 1 

way that has been remarkable.  It has not always 2 

been easy going all the time but the school has 3 

consistently built up a strong community - - 4 

involved extraordinary teachers and investment 5 

from the greater community that is the bedrock 6 

of - - grow and sustain during the year 7 

regardless of the obstacles.  Allowing the 8 

school to expand to K-8 will only strength the 9 

community surrounding the school.  Now I would 10 

be amiss if I did not speak to the wonderful 11 

schools currently   - - .  Each of these schools 12 

is showing either a commitment - - and doing it 13 

well.  It is not easy running a high school in 14 

New York City but as Chancellor Walcott 15 

[phonetic] noted when he visited City 16 

Polytechnic earlier this past fall, - - and I 17 

would like to especially mention principal 18 

Janine Kieran of George Westinghouse High School 19 

who is always conscientious and kind to her 20 

students and her staff and her teachers, engaged 21 

- - the extra house and to go the extra mile.  22 

She is a very dedicated public servant and I've 23 

enjoyed working - - both she and Chris Aguirre 24 

of City Polytechnic and - - but I'm not 25 
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surprised by their patience and willingness to 1 

work with   - - .  They are both strong team 2 

players   - - .  In conclusion, I join with my 3 

fellow elected officials and community leaders 4 

in supporting the proposed co-location.  This 5 

will be an undeniably positive development for 6 

our community.  Thank you. 7 

[applause] 8 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 9 

will be David Zoonie [phonetic]. 10 

MR. DAVID ZOONIE: I am the parent of two ps8 11 

students as well as an alumnus of the Robert 12 

Fulton School from decades ago and I must say, 13 

in my opinion, the split site and co-location of 14 

P.S. 8 middle school in the old Westinghouse 15 

High School is a brilliant idea.  This is an 16 

amazing opportunity for all of us, the P.S. 8 17 

community and the DOE to create a flagship in 18 

the school much needed for the growing - - here 19 

at District 13 now including neighborhoods that 20 

didn't even exist when I attended P.S. 8 and was 21 

a part - - in all the six boroughs of waterfront 22 

communities.  - - very enthusiastic and honored 23 

that our new middle school will be located in 24 

Charles - - buildings the great architect of the 25 
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New York City school system during the early 1 

20 th  century.  I attended - - School, the old - - 2 

and can personally attest to the value of great 3 

big windows, high ceilings, huge rooms and the 4 

overall solid construction of his buildings.  5 

Westinghouse, built in the English collegiate 6 

style will be a grand and inspiring for our new 7 

middle school with plenty of room for us to 8 

grow.  And finally, I would like to make a 9 

modest proposal for the two academies in 10 

separate buildings that will be P.S. 8 k-8--that 11 

they be named the Robert Fulton Elementary 12 

School and the Emma Warren Middle School.  - - 13 

as you may know is one of the great unsung 14 

heroes of Brooklyn history and deserves a school 15 

named for her.  And also perhaps in honor of all 16 

the unsung heroes who have worked so hard to get 17 

us to this point, our great principal Seth 18 

Phillips, his dedicated and inspiring staff who 19 

are providing us with an education experience 20 

that we want continued into the eighth grade, 21 

the PTA members who have worked tirelessly   - - 22 

when they said it couldn't be done, to the city 23 

makers of DOE who found room for us in this 24 

grand old building and have offered up this 25 



 31

great opportunity and of course, our wonderful 1 

children, whose talents and potential is after 2 

what this discussion is about.  Thank you for 3 

your time   - - . 4 

  [applause] 5 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 6 

will be Ann Winston. 7 

MS. ANN WILSON:  Good evening, I'm a P.S. 8 8 

parent of two children.  I'm also been a 9 

treasurer of the PTA for the last years at the 10 

school and - - P.S. 8 is a well established, 11 

very successful elementary school with a strong, 12 

- - active parent body who, like myself, will 13 

ensure that the middle school succeeds by - - 14 

our children there and supporting our principal 15 

who has had a proven track record of success.  16 

Whether a school is large or small, we all know 17 

that what makes the difference is the parents 18 

and if you have a small school that's not 19 

succeeding in a building we may not have that 20 

support but with a strong principal and the 21 

parents who have shown their support for the 22 

school are ready and will continue to support 23 

the middle school, that's what makes a public 24 

school successful and the proximity of the 25 
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school that our principal can continue to lead 1 

it - - is not an easy job is also what's going 2 

to make the school successful.  So, whether P.S. 3 

8 is small or co-located in a large school, we 4 

have the support that's proven track record for 5 

our PTA and we'll the middle school - - success.  6 

Thank you. 7 

[applause] 8 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 9 

will be Diane Miller. 10 

[laughter] 11 

MS. DIANE MILLER: Hi, my name is Diane 12 

Miller and I'm a proud P.S. 8 for the last nine 13 

years.  I have a son that's in fifth grade and 14 

my daughter who is a seventh grader.  My 15 

daughter is now attending a District 13 middle 16 

school that's in the neighborhood right down the 17 

street - - math and science for all girls or 18 

young women.  So, I can attest the importance 19 

and how lucky we are to have a neighborhood 20 

school that is serving my daughter's need right 21 

now.  Unfortunately, they cannot serve my son's 22 

needs and at the same time I do believe that my 23 

daughter, though flourishing in math and 24 

science, would be doing even better in a middle 25 
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school that would have the P.S. 8 philosophy.  1 

My daughter is doing well in math and science 2 

but I appreciate the philosophy of P.S. 8 that 3 

will also support her being in creativity and 4 

arts and in the writing area.  So, I really hope 5 

that - - meet all his needs as a middle school 6 

and serve the community that's important and in 7 

the neighborhood that he can attend and walk to 8 

every day.  I - - and I support the expansion of 9 

the P.S. 8 terminal school.  Thank you.  10 

[applause] 11 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 12 

will be Nick Balaban [phonetic]. 13 

MR. NICK BALABAN:  Hi, I'm Nick Balaban.  We 14 

have one P.S. 8 graduate and one child currently 15 

in P.S. 8 who will go to P.S. 8 middle school if 16 

there is one.  Principal Phillips has not only 17 

turned P.S. 8 around, the school continues to 18 

improve.  The expansion will be great for the 19 

district.  The DOE tells us that currently 40% 20 

of the students between fifth and sixth grade 21 

leave District 13.  We know many families that 22 

have moved out of the district to gain access to 23 

a school philosophy that's as close as possible 24 

to P.S. 8 - - to keep our capital dollars for 25 
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the district and also to keep our District 13 1 

community together.  Also the community and 2 

population has risen dramatically increasing our 3 

need to expand.  The - - population has risen 4 

almost 500% in the past 10 years and the - - 5 

building continues.  Our incoming kindergarten 6 

class was over 130 students this year.  The 7 

ability to have a middle school in place to 8 

serve these large classes will create a more 9 

stable environment for our children and I know 10 

that Seth and the families at P.S. 8 are going 11 

to be really great neighbors so, I'm looking to 12 

it.  Thanks. 13 

[applause] 14 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 15 

will be Madeline Swartzman [phonetic]. 16 

MS. MADELINE SWARTZMAN:  Hello parents of 17 

the Westinghouse, Brooklyn Polytechnic and 18 

75K369.  I'd be silly to talk to this group here 19 

because I'm preaching to the converted.  So, I'd 20 

like to tell you a little bit to tell you some 21 

of the wonderful things about our school where 22 

my two third graders attend.  I'm also a native 23 

New Yorker.  My mother taught in the public 24 

school system, she taught in the South Bronx.  I 25 
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grew up most of my life hearing how awful the 1 

principals were and this was because they were 2 

so, inflexible.  Anything creative she wanted to 3 

do was somehow censored by this - - principal I 4 

grew up with.  Well, Mr. Phillips is not that 5 

kind of principal.  He's really amazingly 6 

flexible.  As an example, I teach at two 7 

universities - - free of charge to our schools 8 

to interact--can you hear me--with the school 9 

and usually when we do our first interaction - - 10 

but they couldn't handle us this year.  So, I 11 

said the week before school - - Mr. Phillips, 12 

thinking he'd never allow anything because 13 

there's no time and it's all a rush, I said 14 

could we do something with - - students in the 15 

entire school and - - let's do a project about 16 

community and - - entire school.  So, one week 17 

later, we provided a paper and we came in and 18 

did it - - 500 people.  And this is something 19 

potentially we could be doing with the other 20 

schools which is one - - I saw in the Science 21 

Times this week.  It's called, Communities - - 22 

Good Life Could Be a Killer".  In 1974, 66% of 23 

all children walked their bike to school.  By 24 

2000, that number had dropped to 13%; that was 25 



 36

2000.  Eleven later, there's like one child 1 

walking to school.  We want to be the community 2 

that really takes care of the health of our 3 

children as the doctor stated, health happens in 4 

neighborhoods not doctors’ offices and that goes 5 

for all of our children and thank you. 6 

[applause] 7 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  I would like to 8 

announce that we have the wallet for Ken Irby 9 

[phonetic].  And the next speaker will be 10 

Loretta Edwards. 11 

MS. LORETTA EDWARDS:  Good evening.  Well, 12 

it seems like we have a great support group in - 13 

- here.  14 

[applause, cheering] 15 

We all want the best for our children.  We 16 

all want to see our children develop, have 17 

enough space to grow and learn but I have some 18 

questions - - one concern for the - - P.S. 8.  19 

Are you comfortable with having your little 20 

ones, sixth graders, with 20 year old, 80 year 21 

old   - - ?  Do you know how many bathrooms are 22 

in this building? 23 

[crosstalk] 24 

Exactly.  Think about what - - is doing.   - 25 



 37

- .  This is not about Westinghouse or 1 

Polytech or P.S. 8.  It's about the kids.  This 2 

is about all the children and I want you to 3 

consider what you are allowing or exposing your 4 

little ones to.  That's all I'm going to say.  5 

Basically I'm in favor for all kids to have 6 

enough space to grow, learn and develop but when 7 

it comes to putting my child in danger or in 8 

harm's way, I - - space for the DOE.  Thank you, 9 

I see my time is up. 10 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 11 

will be Adela Bulouche [phonetic] 12 

MS. ADELA BULOUCHE:  Hello   - - . My name 13 

is Adela Bulouche and - - I have two kids at 14 

P.S. 8, one in fourth grade and one in   - - . 15 

Thank you. 16 

[applause] 17 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  Our next speaker 18 

will be Samuel Bernstein.   19 

.  MR. SAMUEL BERNSTEIN:  Good evening.  I 20 

just want to speak in favor of the expansion of 21 

P.S. 8   - - .  I am a - - year veteran of the - 22 

- experiment and I'm very happy with the way 23 

P.S. 8 has been run, the way Seth is doing his 24 

job.  My daughter just graduated and she   - - 25 
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came to P.S. 8  through the magnet program so, 1 

we had   - - , we had to go back to our home 2 

district but my son is in third grade and he has 3 

tested and been accepted into a different 4 

program and we obviously had him stay in P.S. 8 5 

to join his sister - - and when we came to P.S. 6 

8, when we came to District 13 I got involved - 7 

- became PTA vice president, co-president, I got 8 

involved with the president's council and I know 9 

that the district will benefit from having a K-8 10 

PSA - - but all the district students and I 11 

can't see whether or not this is a good choice, 12 

whether it's a good move for Westinghouse, the 13 

high school that's in there.  I just know it's a 14 

good move.  I think it's a good move for P.S. 8   15 

- - .  I'm sorry that my daughter is no longer 16 

in District 13 and I'd like to keep my son in 17 

District 13 and I'm sure we'll co-exist  and if 18 

this is not the best location - - so, I have to 19 

be in favor of it.  Thank you very much. 20 

[applause] 21 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 22 

will be Avi Shar [phonetic]. 23 

MS. AVI SHAR:  Sorry, I'm not very good with 24 

microphones, I'm sorry.  Can you hear me?  Hi, 25 
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my name is Avi Shire and I'm the parent of a 1 

third grader at P.S. 8.  We've been at P.S. 8 2 

since Pre-K and I'm very - - at a school with 3 

such - - leadership, learning about - - the 4 

values of what it means to be a productive 5 

member of the community.  I hope to continue 6 

that kind of what I would call a   - - .  I've 7 

been pretty active with the PSA since we arrived 8 

there and I also spent some time - - District 13 9 

attending CEC, President's Council meetings and 10 

being in conversation with other - - parents and 11 

one of the things I've become acutely aware of 12 

is - - rise and fall together.  No school can be 13 

its own satellite for long.  Others have 14 

mentioned potential challenges to co-location 15 

and I certainly came   - - .  It's   - - .  I 16 

wish that parents and school leaders were given 17 

more voice in this.  I think it's a shame that - 18 

- process for school to meet together in a 19 

thoughtful way prior to   - - .  But - - 20 

arranged marriage where people learn most about 21 

each other after the ceremony.  We'd like this 22 

part work out well.  I think I speak for most 23 

parents at P.S. 8 when I say that part of being 24 

good neighbors means that this co-location needs 25 
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to work, not just for us but for all school 1 

communities involved.  So, I'm here to voice our 2 

commitment to Westinghouse, to City Polytechnic 3 

and to District 13 K75 that we'll work - - 4 

toward that goal and in doing so, we put the 5 

core values of P.S. 8 to work and let me just 6 

briefly explain what some of them are and I'll 7 

wrap up.  One is putting the interest of 8 

children first.  What that means, all children 9 

not just ours.  I completely agree with the 10 

woman who said that before.  - - opinion and 11 

that means all members of our communities, all 12 

of the school communities to be able to 13 

participate in the decisions that affect us and 14 

to prepare our students for citizenship, we need 15 

to be the role models for children on this and   16 

- - .  So, if I can just continue   - - , 17 

assuming this marriage takes place, we would 18 

pledge those values as our vows to Westinghouse 19 

and City Polytechnic that will not talk the talk 20 

but walk the walk. 21 

[applause] 22 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  Our next speaker 23 

will be Andrew Flamm [phonetic]. 24 

MR. ANDREW FLAMM:  Good evening.  My name's 25 
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Andy Flamm and I'm a parent of two children at 1 

P.S. 8.  I've lived in Brooklyn Heights for 20 2 

years now.  I lived there before I had the kids, 3 

I have children now and want to remain in the 4 

neighborhood.  I think that - - but I think this 5 

is going to work.  I think it's really a 6 

terrific opportunity for all our kids   - - .  7 

Seth, I've known him for several years and I 8 

really feel like what he had said about making 9 

sure that we're good neighbors and we're here to 10 

work with these different schools, I accept him 11 

at his word and I think it's going to work and 12 

you have a very active parent group here and 13 

that's going to help make it come to fruition as 14 

well so, I support this.  Thank you.  15 

[applause] 16 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 17 

will be Kathleen Gates. 18 

MS. KATHLEEN GATES:  Hello, My name is 19 

Kathleen Gates and I have twins in first grade 20 

at P.S. 8.  My children entered P.S. 8 Pre--K 21 

program having the great fortune of having their 22 

names drawn in the random lottery.  Their 23 

classroom was   - - .  The community and school 24 

population had risen so much that there was no 25 
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option but to expand the school.  My family 1 

moved to Brooklyn in 2006 adding to those 2 

numbers.  When I made mention the population - - 3 

has risen over 500% in the last 10 years.  - - 4 

break ground on two new apartment buildings so, 5 

the construction continues.  The incoming 6 

kindergarten class this year was over 130 7 

students; in first grade you have over 100 kids.  8 

The ability to have a middle school in place to 9 

serve these large classes will create stable 10 

environment for our children and - - expand and 11 

I will send my children to the same middle 12 

school.  Thank you. 13 

[applause] 14 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 15 

will be Valaria [phonetic]. 16 

FEMALE VOICE: She left. 17 

MS. WATTS:  Ann Lear [phonetic]. 18 

MS. ANN LEAR:  Hi my name's Ann Lear.  I 19 

have a fifth grader and fourth grader at P.S. 8 20 

and I - - moved here when Tom was in first grade 21 

and I remember I chose P.S. 8 because I met Seth 22 

Phillips and he was an inspiration   - - .  I 23 

thought I would like my kids around him all day.  24 

He was parent - - coordinator at the time and 25 
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P.S. 8 became our home really.  I mean, 1 

they're a block away; what can I say?  I wanted 2 

to stay in my room - - and I wanted Seth to be 3 

with my kids another few years.  I know it would 4 

be very close as - - you walk to the school.   - 5 

- not further than that and all these crazy 6 

options that we have to face and try to organize 7 

- - so, I really, really hope that this becomes 8 

a reality and - - and I am sure we will be good 9 

neighbors.  We can make this work.  I want it to 10 

work so, let's do this. 11 

[applause] 12 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 13 

will be Nancy Webster. 14 

MS. NANCY WEBSTER:  Hi, good evening, thank 15 

you.  My name's Nancy Webster and first of all I 16 

just wanted to thank - - the DOE and City Poly, 17 

Westinghouse and District 75 and District 13 SEC 18 

for this opportunity to come speak with tonight 19 

about P.S. 8.  I've been a P.S. 8 since 2003 20 

when my oldest son began pre-K during Seth's 21 

first year at the school and my youngest son is 22 

currently a second grader at P.S. 8.  I just 23 

wanted to quickly say this evening that I 24 

enthusiastically support P.S. 8's expansion and 25 
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its educational mission to become a K-8 1 

school.  I'm looking forward to my son, - - 2 

continuing to benefit from P.S. 8's creative, 3 

imaginative and inclusive approach as he 4 

progresses into his middle school years and I 5 

trust that P.S. 8 can serve as a model for other 6 

schools that are - - and thriving across 7 

Brooklyn and District 13 and finally, I remain 8 

confident that the P.S. 8 community will strive 9 

to be a good neighbor to Westinghouse and City 10 

Poly and thank you for the opportunity to do so. 11 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 12 

will be David Dunn. 13 

MR. DAVID DUNN:  - - just a few things 14 

perhaps to emphasize.  First I think that - - 15 

perhaps not the easiest process for everybody 16 

but I think the student population has a   - - .  17 

There's a lot of reasons for this but I think 18 

that maybe - - selection of staff over the 19 

years, we've been able to excel in all areas and 20 

we think that the expansion of schools led by 21 

somebody like Seth can only succeed.  I have 22 

twin boys who are now in 10 th  grade.  I can tell 23 

you as a parent - - [laughter].  There are 24 

options that we all heard tonight but they're 25 
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scattered and so, this would be a terrific 1 

option - - would be a great thing for Brooklyn 2 

as well.  I just want to say when I first came 3 

here to Brooklyn about 12 years ago, within a 4 

couple of years my friends were all leaving 5 

Brooklyn to other neighborhoods and to the 6 

suburbs in particular   - - . So, - - community 7 

and vibrancy that we all see and feel every day.   8 

- - .  I think the proximity to P.S. 8 will 9 

enable   - - . 10 

[applause]   11 

 MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 12 

will be Blake Amos. 13 

  - - . 14 

MS. WATTS:  Kim Erbe. [phonetic] 15 

MS. KIM ERBE:  Good evening, everyone. - - I 16 

am a member of the CEC of Region 13, I'm the 17 

first vice president.  I would like to say - - 18 

[laughter} I just want to make sure   - - .  I'm 19 

really concerned about our   - - .  It's 20 

obviously that P.S. 8 has gotten their act 21 

together academically, it's obvious that you 22 

have your parent support.  I do not support co-23 

location, I do not support the process, I do 24 

not, for any reason.  I believe that every 25 
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school should have their own building and it 1 

should their own space.  Now I hear everyone 2 

talking about a good neighbor.  A neighbor 3 

doesn't live in your house they actually live 4 

next door to you so, I don't think agree that 5 

it's about being a good neighbor.  It sounds too 6 

much like charter (inaudible.  When you go to 7 

the hearings the charter parents come up and 8 

they cry how they're going to be nice and 9 

they're going to be a good neighbors so, I'm a 10 

little worried about people that come and say 11 

that they want to be good neighbors.  Now the 12 

high school programs that are in this building I 13 

understand   - - .  Were you on that - - group? 14 

FEMALE VOICE: No, I wasn't. 15 

MS. ERBE:  That's a problem. 16 

FEMALE VOICE: Absolutely. 17 

MS. ERBE:  The PTA's in this building did 18 

not - - with PSA.  You don't have anyone else 19 

come walk through your house like that and 20 

decide what they're going to do with your space.  21 

I can't come to your house and walk through and 22 

say, you know what, I need your living room, I 23 

need your recreation room and I'm moving in.  24 

[applause] and I feel that there's enough space 25 
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for me to co-locate in your apartment or in 1 

your home and that has to be rectified before 2 

y'all go any farther in this hearing process, 3 

that these parents are in - - process, if the 4 

other PTA's did not go - - with you.  The impact 5 

that I see that you're going to deliberately 6 

shrink Westinghouse by 200 students to get what 7 

you want   - - .[applause] That is enrollment 8 

and that is money that will not go into 9 

Westinghouse for what they're doing in the high 10 

school so, money is attached to their children 11 

as well.  So, when you say that there's no 12 

impact, there is impact.  There's impact to the 13 

souls that are already here.  We have to be very 14 

careful about what we're saying we supporting 15 

just because now is what we want for our 16 

children; it's not about all the children 17 

because there is impact.  So, in other words you 18 

support the co-location, you support the 19 

disenrollment of Westinghouse.  Is that what we 20 

support in District 13?  I don't.  I've only 21 

experienced small high schools.  It's very hard 22 

in small high schools because they don't get the 23 

money, they don't get the bells and whistles 24 

that the Department of Education promises those 25 
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children, okay?  That does not happen in small 1 

high schools. It's a very disappointing thing.  2 

I've also experienced new middle schools.  The 3 

first year of a middle school is not easy.  You 4 

have a great elementary school principle.  We 5 

don't know what middle school is going to really 6 

look like.  We're just very hopeful that you 7 

have a great school leader who's going to pull 8 

it off.  He's got to hire people to make it 9 

happen.  I heard everybody talk about the vision 10 

or the philosophy of P.S. 8 but I really don't 11 

know about this philosophy of P.S. 8 and neither 12 

does Westinghouse because we haven't talked.  We 13 

don't know what their philosophy is.  I heard 14 

someone concerned about small children being in 15 

a high school. I don't think as a - - person 16 

growing up in New York City that I would want to 17 

be mixed up with middle school children during 18 

my high school experience. 19 

[applause] I don't support that and just 20 

because you're worried about the expansion.  21 

Okay, this hearing tonight is not about you 22 

becoming a K-8.  You already are a K-8.  It's 23 

about where you're going to be the K-8.  You 24 

already got that.  Now to the Department of 25 
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Education, people love Arts and Letters.  Why 1 

didn't we make them make Arts and Letters the 2 

new school choice in anything and expand Arts 3 

and Letters for families? A lot of people like 4 

that school.  The decisions - - are making about 5 

the whole district.  This is only about P.S. 8, 6 

it's not about a whole district.  This committee 7 

that I see and hear - - does not look like the 8 

rest of the district, okay?  I go in all the 9 

schools in District 13, okay?  It doesn't look 10 

that diverse to me.  We know Westinghouse.  How 11 

is that going to work?  I heard high school 12 

students might be having sex in   - - .  That's 13 

the potential of your children being exposed to 14 

that.  I don't know if you like that or not.  I 15 

don't support that for anybody's child.  That's 16 

the potential.  It happened in 287 when they 17 

placed a high school in that elementary school 18 

building and 287 parents complained about the 19 

high school and what was going on in, what their 20 

children were exposed to.  Let's wake up and 21 

let's be a true reality of what they're going to 22 

do with this process.  I don't support what the 23 

Department of Education is doing in   - - .  24 

It's not representative, it's not inclusive and 25 
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you need to make a walk through happen for 1 

those parents in the building.  Thank you. 2 

[applause] 3 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 4 

will be Jordon Glitzsky [phonetic]. 5 

MR. JORDAN GLITZSKY:  I'm Jordan Glitzsky.  6 

I just here to - - the expansion of P.S. 8 from 7 

the eighth grade to K-8 but   - - .  I think 8 

principal Seth Phillips has done a wonderful 9 

job.   - - .  I hear a number of concerns - - 10 

about co-location and how that would work.  On 11 

that, myself as well as most of the parents at 12 

P.S. 8 - - that the Department of Education 13 

knows what it's doing and would work out the 14 

problems so, that things would work well 15 

together with P.S. 8 and the other schools   - -16 

 . 17 

[applause]. 18 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 19 

will be Rosemary Hacket [phonetic]. 20 

MS. ROSEMARY   - - :  - - I'll be very 21 

short.  My daughter is a - - and so, far P.S. 8   22 

- - .  Also, P.S. 8, have you truly considered 23 

the - - of your children, the teacher and - - 24 

because guess what?  - - in the building.  So, 25 
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please think about the safety of children - - 1 

safe as possible for our children.  Thank you. 2 

[applause] 3 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 4 

will be Lisa Hackenberg. 5 

MS. LISA HACKENBERG:  Good evening 6 

everybody. - - in third grade and we came to 7 

P.S. 8 community about two years ago and the 8 

first time we visited, we felt at home right 9 

away. We felt   - - . Anyway, I realize that has 10 

not always been the case - - and I admire the 11 

hard work that has happened the last eight years 12 

and I know that today - - we have many parents 13 

and many kids that were extremely about the 14 

opportunity to expand from K-8.  We continue our 15 

education philosophy   - - .  I know that - - in 16 

Westinghouse building do not - - yet   - - .  17 

Thank you. 18 

[applause] 19 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 20 

will be Carlo   - - . 21 

MR. CARLO:  Good evening, I'm Carlo   - - , 22 

I'm the proud parent of Luca, fifth grader and 23 

Ella, first grader.  I would just like to say--24 

just a second--okay, I'll speak louder.  A lot 25 
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has been said; the process is not perfect but 1 

I can tell you this.  My kids get up in the 2 

morning excited about school, enthusiastic about 3 

school and I hope that they can bring that 4 

enthusiasm to Westinghouse and I hope that we 5 

can build bridges to solve the problems together 6 

because we're all here to support public 7 

education and to help these kids, all of these 8 

kids.  So, I enthusiastically support this co-9 

location and I look forward to P.S. 8 being part 10 

of Westinghouse.  Thank you. 11 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 12 

will be Miranda Elsa [phonetic]. 13 

MS. LARANDA ELSA:  Good evening.  My name is 14 

- - and I have two sons, Etienne, who's seven, 15 

he's in second grade at P.S. 8 and Harrison 16 

who's three who will eventually go to P.S. 8.  17 

My husband, Christopher - - wanted to share with 18 

you that he grew up here in Brooklyn Heights and 19 

was lucky enough to attend P.S. 8.  We support 20 

the proposal to expand the Westinghouse High 21 

School and I look forward to have our boys the 22 

opportunity to go to the school there.  Thank 23 

you. 24 

[applause] 25 
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MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 1 

will be Jodi Factor. 2 

MS. JODI FACTOR:  My name's Jodi Factor and 3 

I have three children attending P.S. 8.  4 

Together with a group of P.S. 8 parents, I've 5 

been very involved with the effort to locate 6 

space for P.S. 8 expansion.  This process has 7 

taken over a year working closely with the DOE 8 

and our elected officials, we have researched 9 

every conceivable option for - - school.  We 10 

looked at - - spaces in District 13 schools, we 11 

looked into leasing office space, we - - 12 

utilized space within District 15 schools.   - - 13 

In every case of any direct spaces in our 14 

district that we considered, location was a 15 

serious obstacle.  The distance from P.S. 8   - 16 

- .  - - Westinghouse High School.  It is by far 17 

the closest school we have looked at - - and I 18 

support this proposal to co-locate. 19 

[applause] 20 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 21 

will be Lisa Kopel [phonetic]. 22 

MS. LISA KOPEL:  Hi, I'm a parent at P.S. 8 23 

and I was also a PTA president.  PSA was a 24 

wonderful opportunity for me to get real 25 
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involved in the community to see how well 1 

community works together. I have two children, 2 

one child to graduate from P.S. 8 and another 3 

child in third grade and I've been very 4 

fortunate to be able to work with this process 5 

to try and find a middle school for P.S. 8.  I 6 

understand the obstacles, the hurdles that we've 7 

had to go through   - - , so, I do understand 8 

the realities.  It also a reality in New York 9 

City that space is limited and it's also a 10 

reality that many, many schools - - co-located 11 

high schools.  I know there are challenges.  I 12 

don't believe in problems, I only believe in 13 

solutions and maybe working together we can get 14 

this done.  I'd also like to add that my third 15 

grader is a child is special needs and this 16 

incredible educational environment has been an 17 

asset to him and to my family because if P.S. 8 18 

wasn't there my child would have to go to a 19 

different school than his older brother and now 20 

he can continue with his peers.  The education - 21 

- has been exceptional and he's been accepted 22 

for exactly who he is.  And for P.S. 8 to expand 23 

all children are accepted for who they are at 24 

P.S. 8 and I've very happy to support this and 25 
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support the co-location of Westinghouse.  1 

Thank you. 2 

[applause] 3 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 4 

will be Emsly Sampson. 5 

MS. EMSLY SAMPSON:  Hi, I'm Emsly Sampson 6 

and I have a first grader at P.S. 8.   - - .  I 7 

want to say I'm excited about being part of P.S. 8 

8 - - committee but I also - - across the street 9 

from Westinghouse and - - Village. - - but I was 10 

genuinely excited when I learned that the place 11 

where P.S. 8 Middle School might be located was 12 

in Westinghouse.  I spent a lot of time walking 13 

around the neighborhood looking at Westinghouse, 14 

interested in the building, wanting to know more 15 

about my community and learning a little bit 16 

about - - and I spent a lot of time and I was 17 

interested and excited to be part of this 18 

community.  I understand the words being a good 19 

neighbor might not be the best way to say it.  20 

I'm excited to be part of the community - - and 21 

I'm excited to be part of it.  - - as a person 22 

who lives in this neighborhood how I can be a 23 

helpful part of that community.  - - and as part 24 

of this community and so, I'm excited about the 25 
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possibility, I'm hopeful and I want to learn 1 

more.  I support this expansion.  Thank you. 2 

[applause] 3 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 4 

will be Doug Viviana [phonetic]. 5 

MR. DOUG VIVIANA:  Thank you everyone for 6 

being here and especially the parents from 7 

Westinghouse, City Poly and K580.  Hearing your 8 

concerns - - because I've had these hearing 9 

concerns too.  I support and fully support this 10 

expansion and we share the same - - reasons but 11 

I am worried about security as well.  So, I 12 

support this and I say go forward with it with 13 

the caveat that the city will be - - and 14 

accountable when it comes to security and that 15 

this is on the record and that it is addressed 16 

going forward.  Like Lisa Kopel said we need 17 

solutions not problems so, that we're ready to 18 

deal with it if there are   - - .  So, again, I 19 

fully support so, long as the city's 20 

accountable, proactive, aggressively proactive - 21 

- don't have any problems.  This is on the 22 

record so, if it happens they've been warned. 23 

Again, we need - - solution because - - and my 24 

wife and my daughter, my oldest, she goes out to 25 
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Coney Island.  She's on the bus for three 1 

hours a day.  I don't want that for my other two 2 

children.  They should have a neighborhood 3 

school and that's why again, - - Lisa said, 4 

let's work together   - - .  Thank you   - - . 5 

[applause]. 6 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 7 

will be Tula   - - . 8 

MS. TULA   - - .  I'm also the mother of 9 

P.S. 8 children.  I have a fifth grader and - - 10 

twins and they came to P.S. 8 as a - - and six 11 

years ago when my son was entered in the 12 

lottery, P.S. 8 was a rising beacon in District 13 

13.  I have not been fortunate enough to - - and 14 

I have to tell you as the mother of fifth grader 15 

there's great anxiety in where my child's going 16 

to go to school.  So, much so, that last summer 17 

I secured a spot - - District 15 school just to 18 

ease the concern that   - - .  Well, he refused 19 

to go and   - - .  Brooklyn Heights has become 20 

my - - away from home and - - everybody working 21 

together to make it really, truly special place.  22 

The children   - - . and what I can say is that 23 

- - people bring their resources to the table to 24 

help solve these problems.  We're not going to 25 
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come into the school and not make sure that 1 

the security issue is addressed and - - 2 

addressed and all that other stuff because we 3 

care about your kids as well as our kids too. 4 

[applause] 5 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 6 

will be Jeffrey Schwartz. 7 

MR. JEFFREY SCHWARTZ: Hi, I'm Jeff Schwartz.  8 

My daughter, Amy, has been at P.S. 8 since pre-9 

K.  She is now in fifth grade.  I think about 10 

her a lot, about the pros of co-location and I 11 

want to address some of the cons which we - - 12 

think about and if we do get this process 13 

rolling and we   - - .  The first con was that 14 

there's a lack of   - - .  Well, I question what 15 

exactly that means.  We need to know more 16 

information, more details about that and I'm 17 

sure if the DOE and/or council member supported 18 

this they would have - - standards for that and 19 

I'm sure that everyone together will work to 20 

ensure that there are sufficient restroom 21 

facilities.  The second concern was about the - 22 

- for the little ones which sounded a bit 23 

pejorative.  I think we're all concerned about 24 

the safety across the board for everyone and I'm 25 
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sure that that will be worked out - - and that 1 

will be something   - - .  Someone mentioned 2 

that small schools don't work and they brought 3 

evidence from 2005.  I just have to say that, as 4 

she mentioned, that's very old and it seemed a 5 

little facetious and it's not precisely the 6 

schools - - but it's the children, it's the 7 

teachers and clearly Mr. Phillips is an 8 

excellent administer and you'll be   - - . 9 

[applause} 10 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 11 

will be Annie Piper. 12 

MS. ANNIE PIPER:  Hi, I'm just here to echo 13 

like a lot of these P.S. 8 parents have said 14 

already, my support for this expansion.  I have 15 

a fifth grader and a first grader and a fifth 16 

grader who wants to stay - - in this community.  17 

I have faith in our community and our ability to 18 

reach out to other communities.  I have faith in 19 

our principal who I think is magnificent and has 20 

done an amazing job and will continue to do an 21 

amazing job.  I will not believe - - slip by.  I 22 

mean this is a formidable person who has done an 23 

amazing job and amazing - - and I have faith 24 

that this is an important and viable   - - .  25 
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Thank you. 1 

[applause]. 2 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 3 

will be Aaron Epstein. 4 

MR. AARON EPSTEIN:  Hello, my name is Aaron 5 

Epstein and I'm freezing [laughter]. - - I have 6 

two daughters at P.S. 8.  I have a precocious 7 

third grader and a - - first grader.  I've been 8 

involved with the PTA for the last several 9 

years, I'm assistant treasurer and I recognize 10 

the SLT representative from Westinghouse comment 11 

staring at the screen.  It's something that I do 12 

a lot myself and what - - being increasingly 13 

under constraints for resources.  - - 40% of 14 

District 13 kids drop out between fifth and 15 

sixth grade, 40% is - - number.    - - . Maybe 16 

that's an important factor for us.  A perfect 17 

solution this is not but perfect is often   - -18 

 .  This could be a great solution but I'm not 19 

in any respect confident with some of the 20 

previous speakers that we can make it really 21 

happen.  I'm sure the SLT and the PTA at 22 

Westinghouse and the - - at Westinghouse and 23 

Polytech have done everything they can and we 24 

try and do everything we can.  One thing I can 25 
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say is that we are working collectively   - -1 

 .  So, - - that we all want as parents I think 2 

we should work together and come to this 3 

proposal from the DOE after it.  Thank you. 4 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 5 

will be Sandra Neviro. 6 

MS. SANDRA NEVIRO:  Hello, my name is Sandra 7 

Neviro and - - Mexico and   - - .  I have two 8 

daughters, one in first grade and one in fourth 9 

grade and - - expansion and co-location and look 10 

forward to having my two daughters continue in 11 

school in the P.S. 8 family in the neighborhood. 12 

Thank you. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 15 

will be Damien Sellers...Stephanie Campbell. 16 

MS. STEPHANIE CAMPBELL:  Good evening, my 17 

name is Stephanie Campbell and I am a proud 18 

parent of a freshman at City Polytech.  I know 19 

how you feel, I was in this situation two years 20 

ago.  My son was in charter school.  We went 21 

through the same thing but one thing I do know--22 

the DOE cared nothing about the parents or the 23 

students, they made their own decisions.  What I 24 

need for you to understand as parents, make sure 25 
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that before schools starts that these are the 1 

things that the DOE is doing.  They have to put 2 

extra school safety into the building when a new 3 

school comes in and when they talk about as far 4 

as bathroom facilities, it is a problem.  Where 5 

my son came from they are now co-locating with a 6 

junior high school, a district 75 school and we 7 

had K-8 students.  Safety was a   - - .  So, the 8 

PTA, which I was the PTA president, we got 9 

together and we hired private security because 10 

that was the biggest issue overall.  It's not 11 

about expansion for me but about education.  12 

Coming into the school is not a problem for me, 13 

it's the safety of your children.  The DOE will 14 

sell you a dream because that's what they do.  15 

Make sure the first thing you do is that your 16 

children's safety is the first concern because 17 

the DOE does not care. 18 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you.  The next speaker 19 

will Justin Piper. 20 

MR. JUSTIN PIPER:  Hello my name is Justin 21 

Piper and I'm a student at George Westinghouse 22 

High School.  I have a claim   - - .  The claim 23 

- - into the school.  No student should be 24 

excluded from education, that's one thing.  25 
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Another thing - - doesn't have enough space to 1 

accommodate the school that's coming in so,   - 2 

- .  Okay, now I have a counter claim.  The 3 

safety which you have talked about numerous of 4 

times, I feel that safety is   - - .  Who would 5 

like a sixth grade student to go in the bathroom 6 

with an 18 year old grownup, a 16 year old 7 

premature grownup if you know what I mean.  8 

There's one more thing that I would like to say, 9 

there are many high schools not only in 10 

Westinghouse building but also around the 11 

community and the thing you have to worry about 12 

is the little children   - - , the sixth graders 13 

have to stand next to a grown up 18 year old at 14 

a business stop.  And do you think that these 15 

grown men   - - ? And I want to say Ms. Kiernan 16 

is a wonderful principal at our school and she's 17 

tries her best to get our school [applause] and 18 

our students--how do I say--strong in education 19 

and by the way just to mention, I am the - - 20 

president and I do strongly go against any 21 

school coming in but I would like to say thank 22 

you for giving me the time to speak and   - - .  23 

Thank you so, much. 24 

[applause] 25 
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MS. WATTS:  The speaker list is now 1 

exhausted.  Again, we welcome any comments and 2 

feedback you may have at any time before the 3 

panel for education policy votes on this 4 

proposal at its February 9 th  meeting.  The e-mail 5 

address and phone number where comments may be 6 

made are District 13--the number 13--proposals 7 

at schools dot at NYCC dot gov and the phone 8 

number is (212) 374-0208. 9 

MALE VOICE:  Can you say that number   - - . 10 

MS. WATTS:  The letter D, number 13, 11 

proposals at schools with an S at the end dot 12 

NYC dot gov. 13 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you. 14 

FEMALE VOICE: May I - - please.  I am a P.S. 15 

8 alumni.  I was the first - - eight grade class 16 

that they took away.  I have established many, 17 

many, many great friendships, strong friendships 18 

that still last today and I'll be making friends 19 

next week that I started fourth grade with and 20 

I've maintained those friendships.  Also I have 21 

a big concern.  I know I'm all for the 22 

expansion, I'm a bit concerned about factors and 23 

the safety and mixing high school students with 24 

a sixth grader.  Some may say it's a little one 25 
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but they are little and there is a big 1 

difference between a high schooler and a sixth 2 

grader.  I know we're desperate for space but I 3 

do want to make sure we address the factor 4 

issue.  We have - - sometime so, I just really 5 

want to make sure we really think about the 6 

space   - - .  All right, thank you. 7 

MS. WATTS:  Thank you for your 8 

participation.  This joint public hearing is now 9 

closed. 10 

[END RECORDING] 11 
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