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Parents and Guardians were greeted by Mrs. Gubnitsky. Parents were asked to observe how students incorporate close reading strategies to dig deeper into the text. The Common Core Standards require students to be exposed to more challenging Text. By using various Close reading strategies students are able to uncover the hidden meanings in the text. These strategies help students to read and interpret these texts. Students are also able to determine what is being said and what the text means.

Here’s what parents saw:
· In kindergarten, the teacher read “Apples for Everyone” to the students. The class then went back to the story to find words they didn’t know the meaning of. After discovering the meaning of the words in the text students made sentences with their new words. Parents enjoyed watching the children work together to find the clues for the meaning of the words.
· In fourth grade during art class, students were engaged in an anti-bullying project. The teacher read an article about bullying. Students first listened to the article paying close attention to key words. Afterwards, students answered specific questions to dig deeper into the true meaning of the article. Parents were impressed with the feedback students were giving the teacher and were happy to see the children were able to understand what bullying is.
· In third grade, students used the Close Reading Protocol to examine an article in the Monthly Scholastic Story Works subscription. The children began by numbering the paragraphs and reading the first paragraph to get the gist of the story. Parents were happy to see students really understood the main idea by using strategies such as underlining key sentences in the article.

Here’s what parents learned:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is essential for students to understand close reading strategies because the PS 11 curriculum is aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards which require students to read and comprehend more complex text.
· By engaging children with certain questions, such as “How did this person feel?” or “Why did the character do that?”(After reading a story or passage) it encourages children to think deeper about the message the author is trying to relay to the reader.  This is also an important tool to use to get a better idea of how much the child truly understands after reading the text.
· Students are reading more non-fiction text that includes facts and background information in areas such as science and social studies. Close Reading can help students better engage in science and social studies concepts. It is important to build a strong vocabulary so students can read and understand the complex text being introduced to them. A key factor in improved reading comprehension is the students’ ability to understand the meaning of each word, sentence and paragraph structure contained in the text they are reading. These strategies also better prepare students for college and career success.
