Facilitation Guide

Facilitation Guide
Activity: Making Connections in Literacy: Selected Common Core Standards and Instructional Shifts (60 Minutes)
Overview:
In this activity, participants will deepen their understanding of the 2012-13 Citywide Instructional Expectations for literacy. Participants will analyze the DOE-selected instructional shifts and standards in literacy to identify what students and teachers will have to do in order to meet the demands of the Common Core.  

Outcome:
Participants will make connections between the DOE-selected Common Core standards and the instructional shifts in literacy.

Guiding Questions:
· What do the instructional shifts in literacy look like for students and teachers?
· How do the instructional shifts connect to the selected standards? 

Materials:
Common Core Instructional Shifts: Literacy
Common Core Learning Standards for ELA/Literacy 
Note-taking guide

Facilitation Notes: 
1. Introduce activity. Facilitator introduces the activity by stating that participants will:

· Examine the DOE-selected Common Core standards and the instructional shifts for literacy and
· Consider the implications of these shifts for students and teachers 

2. Review instructional shifts and make connections to current practice. (10 minutes).  Facilitator introduces the Instructional Shifts and explains that these shifts have been identified as the major shifts that need to happen in curriculum and instructional practice in order to meet the demands of the Common Core.  As evident on the crosswalk document, the NY State Education Department has articulated six shifts, while Student Achievement Partners articulates three. 

Participants are then asked to: 

· Read the shifts and underline key words and phrases 
· Record (in Note-taking guide) practices related to the shifts that are a regular part of their instruction 
· Record practices related to the shifts that may be new to their instruction  

Participants share their thoughts with the group.

(Note: The DOE has prioritized the following instructional shifts in the 2012-13 Citywide Instructional Expectations: Require students to ground reading, writing, and discussion in evidence from complex texts - because of their strong connection to the most crucial skills students need to be ready for postsecondary success.  These shifts correspond to NYS’s shifts 4 and 5, or to SAP’s shift 2.)

3. Analyze selected standards and note changes from grade to grade. (15 minutes). Facilitator explains that the DOE has also selected complementary literacy standards for schools to focus on and that participants will explore a sub-set of these standards.
Facilitator asks participants to work with a partner and to:

· Choose Reading Informational Text Standard 1 OR Speaking and Listening Standard 1 
· Select a grade-band (PK-2, 3-5, 6-8, or 9-12) and highlight key skills and literacy concepts students should know within each grade 
· Analyze the selected standard to determine how the skills and knowledge expected of students change across the grade-band  

Facilitator engages participants in a whole group discussion of how the standards change across the grades.

(Note: Facilitator should decide on the appropriate grade-band(s) to focus on, given the structure of the school community e.g., PK-5 or Pk-8.)

4. Identify Implications for Teachers. (15 minutes). Working in the same pairs, participants record what students have to know and be able to do in the note-taking guide. They ask themselves:

· If students have to ______________, what implications does this have for teachers? 

For example:
	If students have to… (know and be able to)
	Then teachers have to…

	Develop questions that increasingly engage others
	Model questioning and highlight the different purposes of questions



5. Reflect. (20 minutes). Participants reflect upon the connections by considering the following questions:

· How do the instructional shifts connect to the Common Core?
· What about my current practice will stay the same?  What will need to change? 
· What are two concrete actions I will take in order to better support my students to meet the demands of the Common Core? 
· What supports or resources would help me to do so?



2
[image: DOE_Logo-horizontal]
image1.jpeg
Department of
Education
Dennis M. Walcott, Chancellor




