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News December 1, 2015 

The Greenpoint Eco-Schools USA Project 

On November 18, Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña, New York State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman, United Federa-
tion of Teachers President Michael 
Mulgrew, and National Wildlife Federa-
tion President and CEO Collin O’Mara  
came together to celebrate the launch 
of the National Wildlife Federation’s 
new Brooklyn-based program, Green-
point Eco-Schools. 

Get Free Posters from the Sustainability Initiative! 
Schools can order FREE posters created from the 2015 winners of the student Artwork Contest! 
Place your order by filling out this form as soon as possible. Many thanks to all who submitted their 
artwork and congratulations to the 9 winners! View winners artwork slideshow. 

 

A Green Design Manual For Teachers 
GrowNYC's Environmental Education Program is proud to announce the publication 
of  Green Design for Students, a manual of all of the major environmental and infrastructure is-
sues that impact our daily lives, such as energy consumption, water treatment, agriculture, waste 
management, and sustainable construction, written specifically for Grades 7-12. The manual is de-
signed to augment the common core curriculum and provide exposure to critical real-world issues 
that are frequently overlooked in a standard lesson plan. We encourage teachers to use and share the 
Green Design manual and help educate future generations about these pressing issues. Click here to 
access the manual. 

The Greenpoint Eco-Schools program will begin in January at P.S. 31, P.S. 34, P.S. 110 and M.S. 126 
providing each school with a full-time “sustainability coach” who will help develop environmental 
programs with students, staff and parents. Sustainability Coaches will work directly with students and 
teachers on hands-on projects, from designing green spaces and planting trees to understanding water 
quality issues in the Greenpoint community. 
 
Click here to read more about the Greenpoint Eco-Schools program. 

Updates 

 Career Opportunities in the Office of Sustainability 
  The Office of Sustainability is seeking 5 Zero Waste Coordinators. Each will provide technical 
  support and guidance on program implementation and operation to DOE staff including    
  custodians, district/central headquarters staff and school administrators in accordance with   
  Chancellor’s Regulation A-850 and Local Law 40/41 (Recycling Law). 

Hydroponic classrooms to be installed in 12 Brooklyn schools 

Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams unveiled “Growing Brooklyn’s Future,” an initiative to 
create hydroponic classrooms in a dozen schools across Brooklyn. The announcement was made on 
November 8th at the Academy of Urban Planning, a 
high school located at the Bushwick Campus that 
will be transformed into a green learning space through 
a partnership with New York Sun Works, a non-profit 
organization that builds innovative science labs in ur-
ban schools. 

 

The schools that re- ceived $167,000 each from BP 
Adams to build out hydroponic classrooms in-
clude: P.S. 21 in Bed- ford-Stuyvesant; Brooklyn 
Democracy Academy in Brownsville; Academy for 
Environmental Leader- ship, Academy of Urban Plan-
ning, I.S. 383 Philippa Schuyler and P.S. 377 Alejandina B. De Gautier in Bushwick; High School for 
Medical Professions, I.S. 211 John Wilson, and P.S. 279 Herman Schreiber in Canarsie; Brooklyn Lab 
School and Multicultural High School in Cypress Hills; and I.S. 292 Margaret S. Douglas in East New 
York.  

Eighteen hundred students in four Brooklyn public schools will benefit from the Greenpoint-Eco 
Schools program, developed by the National Wildlife Federation (NWF). This project is being fund-
ed by a $1.75 million award from the Greenpoint Community Environmental Fund (GCEF), a 
competitive grant program created by the Office of the Attorney General and Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation with monies obtained through a settlement with ExxonMobil over its 
Greenpoint oil spill, which occurred in the late 1970’s. 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2102187/Poster-Request-Form
http://www.photosnack.com/SharonJaye/2014-2015-nyc-doe-sustainability-poster-contest-winners.html
http://www.grownyc.org/education
http://www.grownyc.org/blog/grownyc-releases-green-design-students-manual
http://issuu.com/grownyc/docs/green_design_for_students_edits_8-2/1?e=15344747/15155383
http://greenpointnews.com/2015/11/18/ag-chancellor-launch-greenpoint-eco-schools-program/
https://nycdoe.silkroad.com/epostings/index.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobinfo&id=23&jobid=215264&company_id=15651&version=2&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=1001257&level=levelid1&levelid1=36328&startflag=2
http://brooklyn-usa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Brooklyn-Borough-President-Eric-L.-Adams-unveiled-“Growing-Brooklyn’s-Future”-an-initiative-with-over-2-million-in-initial-investment-to-create-hydroponic-classrooms.jpg
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The Office of Sustainability has several new faces and hope that each of you will take a moment to provide a 
personal welcome to our new colleagues. 
 

Meredith McDermott, Director of Sustainability  
Meredith McDermott, joined DOE on November 9th as the new 
Director of Sustainability. She relocated from Chicago, where she 
served as the District Sustainability Manager for all Chicago Public 
Schools for 3.5 years. There she developed and implemented a dis-
trict-wide recycling program, began an organics program to address 
the issue of food waste, and worked to bring all Chicago Public 
Schools to greater levels of sustainability and awareness. Meredith is 
passionate about the environment and education, and works in sus-
tainability to bring the two together for maximum impact. Prior to 
her role in Chicago, Meredith ran a private environmental education 
program in San Diego, California. She developed hands-on curricula, 

taught classes for K-12 and college students, and worked with local and national school dis-
tricts, nonprofits, and community groups to expand opportunities for science education for 
diverse age groups. She has B.S. in Environmental Biology from the University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign, and Masters degrees from Australia’s University of Queensland in Environmen-
tal Management and Marine Biology. Meredith is an avid traveler and scuba diver, and loves 
exploring different cultures and habitats.  
 
You can contact Meredith at mmcdermott10@schools.nyc.gov. 
 

Lisa Maller, Zero Waste Program Manager 
Lisa Maller, joined DOE on October 26th as Zero Waste Program 
Manager. She will provide technical support and policy guidance on 
program development, implementation and operations in waste re-
duction. Lisa has an extensive background in this area.  She has a 
Bachelor’s degree from Cornell University in Environmental Tech-
nology and a Master’s degree from MIT in City Planning. She 
worked for DSNY when the recycling program was just being devel-
oped and helped to expand it from a series of small voluntary pilot 
programs to a city wide multi material program.  In recent years, as a 
parent volunteer, Lisa collaborated with other Upper West Side Pub-

lic School parents to start a food and tray waste composting program in four District 3 School 
buildings.  They were able to divert 87% of the cafeteria waste stream through a combination of 
composting and recycling.  Lisa brings her practical on-the-ground experience of starting suc-
cessful school-based sustainability programs and will be a great resource to schools throughout 
the city. 
 
You can contact Lisa at lmaller@schools.nyc.gov  
 
 
In collaboration with the Custodian Engineer and school Sustainability Coordinator, Zero 
Waste Coordinators will review schools recycling plan and recommend changes or modifica-
tions to ensure compliance with the policies of the Zero Waste Program and all NYC recycling 
and organics collection laws.  
 
Kathleen Corradi, Zero Waste Coordinator 

Kathleen Cooradi, joined DOE on November 21st as an Zero 
Waste Coordinator. The solid waste bug caught Kathleen as she 
served as the Coordinator of Environmental Initiatives at Eckerd 
College. In that role she directed the campus’ Recycling Program, 
expanding services to include organics collection at residential 
and food service facilities. From there, she migrated into a formal 
education setting as an elementary school teacher, teaching New 
York’s youngest learners and experiencing the intricacies of the 
nation’s largest public education system. Leaving the classroom, 
Kathleen was a founding coordinator at Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den’s newly reimagined, experiential learning area, the Discovery 

Garden. Currently, Kathleen is pursuing a M.S. in Sustainability in the Urban Environment at 
The City College of New York.   
 

Sarah Flint Stender, Zero Waste Coordinator 
Sarah Flint Stender , joined DOE on November 21st as a Zero 
Waste Coordinator. Sarah is a recent graduate of Columbia Uni-
versity with a Masters in Sustainability Management. Prior to her 
formal education at Columbia, Sarah served for four years as a 
Military Intelligence Officer in the United States Army. She is a 
combat veteran with two deployments to Iraq. Following her 
service, Sarah worked for Boeing Commercial Airplanes in Inter-
national Strategy and Business Development. Her passion for a 
career in sustainability came about from working closely with the 
environmental strategy team while at Boeing. Sarah is excited to 
apply her experience to the Zero Waste Schools initiative.  

 
 
 
 
 

Staff Matters 

mailto:mmcdermott10@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:lmaller@schools.nyc.gov
https://www.linkedin.com/start/view-full-profile?_ed=0_RiLnRvguBAEVbCzit70QhOdeJcOHv7z3MWzz65dJg6P2EIFiKA26dlePxtU3NLYN&trk=pprof-0-ts-view_full-0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/No-red.svg&imgrefurl=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:No-red.svg&h=800&w=800&tbnid=dJ3T0vqc3Y6BXM:&docid=drkEsr207skgdM&ei=x39TVpqzEcPS-QH8oaeADQ&tbm=isch&ved=
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Take the Pledge to B.Y.O 
Join the many New Yorkers 
already living a less disposa-
ble life by carrying reusable 
bags, mugs and bottles. 
DSNY collects more than 3 
million tons of waste annu-
ally. When you use your 
own mug, water bottle and 

shopping bag, you help to significantly reduce the 
amount  of trash that ends up in landfills or litter-
ing our streets. Take the pledge today to Bring 
Your Own mug, water bottle and shopping bag 
to work, to school or whenever you are on the go 
and receive a FREE GreeNYC promotional item, 
while supplies last. Pledge Today! 

 
TreesCount! 2015  
This year, NYC Parks is counting and mapping all 
the beautiful street trees that grace our city, and 
they need your help! Sign up to become a 
‘voluntreer’ for TreesCount! 2015 and play a key 
role in the future of our urban forest!  
If you would like to participate with your student 
‘voluntreers’, your class will be provided with all 
of the equipment and training materials necessary 
to provide an educational (and fun) activity in 
your community. Register for a  TreesCount! 
2015 application!  

 
Schoolyard Habitats 
To help reconnect today's children to the out-
doors, National Wildlife Federation assists 
schools in developing Schoolyard Habitat out-
door classrooms where educators and students 
learn how to attract and support local wildlife. 
These wildlife habitats become places where stu-
dents not only learn about wildlife species and 
ecosystems, but also outdoor classrooms where 
they hone their academic skills and nurture their 
innate curiosity and creativity. To learn more, 
click here. 

 
The Green Strides Webinar Series  
The Green Strides Webinar Series promotes ses-
sions offered by federal agencies and nonprofit 
organizations that provide free tools to reduce 
schools' environmental impact and costs; improve 
health and wellness; and teach effective environ-
mental education. Check out the webinar calendar 
for upcoming webinars. 

 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) provides access to FREE resources related 
to school environmental health, including materi-
als to launch the Air Quality Flag Program, a 
School Indoor Air Quality Assessment app, a 9 
lesson student curriculum for ages 9-13 called 
‘Recipes for Healthy Kids and a Healthy Environ-
ment’and a website to download or order any EPA 
publication, including factsheets, kids activity 
books, and more.  
 
If you have interested in obtaining any of these 
resources for your classroom or need support for 
your school, please contact visit the EPA website 
or contact Region 2 Schools Coordinator, Rebec-
ca Ofrane, at (212) 637-4302 or 
Ofrane.rebecca@epa.gov.  

 
Green Design Lab Energy Challenge  
During this 4 month challenge – December 
through March – the whole school community 
works together to save electricity and reduce the 
school’s greenhouse gas footprint. Solar One 
works with Con Edison to collect data from your 
school’s electrical meter. Solar One looks at the 
total amount of electrical consumption for the 4 
month period and compares it to the previous 
two year’s consumption. You will be sent month-
ly updates to see the results of your energy saving 
efforts. The top five energy saving schools will 
receive cash prizes of $5,000!  
 
To register for the Energy Challenge please fill 

out this form. Once you have registered for the 
challenge you will additional information via 
email on the procedures and resources to help 
you achieve the greatest savings!  

 
Active Design in Schools Toolkit  
There are many creative ways, both large and 

small, to foster physical activi-
ty in and around schools. 
You—as a part of the school 
community—can help re-
design spaces in and around 
your school to encourage 
physical activity and healthy 
eating as a part of daily life. 
This Active Design Toolkit 

for Schools provides ideas and resources to incor-
porate active design into your school. Many of 
the ideas presented are simple, but have immense 
potential to improve the overall success, health 
and well-being of our City’s students. 
 
Sign up for a copy of the toolkit here! 

 
Join New York Sun Works on for the fall session 

of Water, Energy, and Waste: Integrating 
Themes of Sustainability into Your Class-
room offers K-8 science and classroom teachers 
the unique opportunity to delve deeper into glob-
al environmental issues on a local level. This 
course has been approved by the DOE After 
School Professional Development Program 
(ASPDP) and may be counted for three “P” 
Credits. The dates for this course run on select 
Saturdays until December 5th from 8:30am – 
3:30pm  
Click here to learn more. 

 
Growing Resources: Crowdfunding for 
your Green School Project  
Have a great idea for a project that helps make a 
school in your community healthier and greener? 
Need to raise some cash or find more volunteers 
to make it happen? Join the nationwide crowd-
funding nonprofit ioby (in our back yards) for a 
free introductory webinar including proven grass-
roots fundraising techniques, tips for successful 
campaign planning, and inspiring stories of suc-
cessfully funded green schools projects. 
Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 4:30-5:30pm   
Registration here.  

 
Eco-Schools’ Cool School Challenge: An 
Energy-Saving Grant Program (January 
2016 to June 2016)  
NYC Eco-Schools is offering schools $5,000 
grants and free energy-saving toolkits! No meter 
readings required! Schools can choose from two 
levels of participation: Option A (5 Slots): A 
School-Wide Challenge for a $5,000 grant and a 
free energy-saving toolkit or Option B (5 slots): 
A Classroom Challenge for a free energy-saving 
toolkit and a free gift at the end of the Challenge. 
Your Challenge must launch in January 2016 and 
be completed by June 17, 2016. Register here to 
receive an application or contact fanoe@nwf.org 
Deadline: December 18, 2015  

 
Nature’s Voices Project 3rd Annual Student 
Stories Contest 
Did one of your students lead your school’s eco-
club? Start a school or community garden? Advo-
cate for Green Schools or climate action in your 
community? Have them share their inspirational 
journey to becoming a Green Schools leader! 
Natures Voices is seeking personal and inspiring 
stories about students’ green schools experiences. 
The winning story will win a trip to the Green 
Schools National Conference. Click here to learn 
more.  
Deadline: December 20 

 
 

Opportunities 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/greenyc/html/campaign/campaign.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/greenyc/html/campaign/campaign.shtml
http://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/treescount?utm_source=Citizens+-+Test+Emails&utm_campaign=11b75764e1-Sep_2014_E_blast8_6_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_440f7a9baf-11b75764e1-53985297
https://treescount.nycgovparks.org/accounts/register/
http://www.nhttp:/www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Schoolyard-Habitats.aspx
http://www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Schoolyard-Habitats.aspx
http://www.greenstrides.org/webinars
http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=flag_program.index
http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=flag_program.index
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/iaq_schools_mobile_app/
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/iaq_schools_mobile_app/
http://www2.epa.gov/children/student-curriculum
http://www2.epa.gov/children/student-curriculum
http://www2.epa.gov/nscep
https://docs.google.com/a/solar1.org/forms/d/1jKsFcQTL5qC1tHF-TrNXKyBNqbTjrlC46xt7zFKCfvc/viewform
http://healthiernyc.org/activedesignschools/
http://nysunworks.org/education/teacher-training-at-the-sun-works-center
file:///C:/Users/nhudlin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HU6LT1OY/ioby.org
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8734369008992572162
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CoolSchoolChallenge
http://www.naturesvoices.org/2016-student-stories-contest/
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Resources 
Teaching Resources 

TurfMutt: Saving the Planet One Yard at a Time - TurfMutt is a science-based program fea-
turing standards-aligned curriculum that teaches students how things grow, the value of personal 
and community green spaces, and how to tend to them in a sustainable way. 
 
New Scholastic Every Kid in the Park materials are now available! Designed for both teach-
ers and parents to help educate students on the benefits, purpose and value of federal lands and 
waters with materials that connect with topics areas in English, Language Arts, Social Studies and 
Science. 
 
Fresh and Salt Water Curriculum - for teachers of grades 5-10, this free, downloadable curric-
ulum provides an interdisciplinary approach to understanding Great Lakes and ocean literacy 
principles. 
 
Waste In Place Curriculum - this K-6 classroom curriculum supplement, builds critical think-
ing, processing and problem-solving skills through imaginative, hands-on lessons that can be 
taught individually or in sequence. 
 
Investi-gator Science Journal - this journal is for upper elementary level students.  The journal 
focuses on contemporary, Forest Service research and is written in the format of a scientific arti-
cle. Receive free copies for your class.  
 
Farm-to-Kindergarten Toolkit - toolkit includes lesson plans, sample activities, and other re-
sources for fitting nutrition topics into a standards-based curriculum that follows the kindergar-
ten year thematically. 
 
FIRST LEGO League TRASH TREK Challenge - teams of up to 10 students will choose 
and solve a real-world trash problem as their Project. Teams will also build, test, and program an 
autonomous robot using LEGO® MINDSTORMS® technology to solve a series of sustainabil-
ity-themed missions.  
 

National Grants for Educators 

The Lexus Eco Challenge—is designed to educate and empower middle and high school stu-
dents to take action to improve the environment. More than $500,000 in scholarships and grants 
will be awarded. Submissions for the Air & Climate Challenge due December 11, 2015. 
 
Teach Earth Educator—is a fellowship program built upon the principle that every individual 
can contribute to a sustainable planet, regardless of scientific background or skill. Each year, 
talented teachers are chosen from all subject areas to work side-by-side with world-class scientists 
on field research expeditions around the world. Apply by December 14, 2015. 
 
Ocean Exploration Trust Fellowship 
This fellowship program from the Ocean Exploration Trust immerses formal and non-formal 
educators in the Nautilus Corps of Exploration and empowers them to bring ocean exploration - 
specifically in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) - to a 
global audience. Apply by January 4, 2016. 
 
The Captain Planet Foundation is accepting the next round of applications for small grants total-
ing $500-$2500. Grant activities must be project-based, performed by youth, and have real envi-
ronmental outcomes. Deadline January 31, 2016 
 
The Awesome Foundation— awards $1,000 grants every month for unique and creative ideas! 
 
 

National Competitions & Contest 
National Geographic Bee - is a contest and educational outreach program of the National Ge-
ographic Society, is designed to encourage the teaching and study of geography in grades 4-8. 
Early registration ends December 18, 2015. 

"Recycling Is Bigger Than the Bin" Video & Poster Contest—is a national recycling aware-
ness contest sponsored by the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries and JASON Learning. En-
tries due December 18, 2015. 

Ocean Pals Poster Contest – is an environmental education-through-art program whose pur-
pose is to encourage young people to become aware of and share their concerns for the marine 
environment through poster art. The 2016 theme is "Our Vanishing Rays".  
Deadline: December 22. 
 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
 
Office of Sustainability, Division of School Facilities 
Submissions for Newsletter/Spotlights: nhudlin@schools.nyc.gov 
Comments or suggestions or Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the newsletter: sustainability@schools.nyc.gov 
Website: schools.nyc.gov/sustainability 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/
http://www.scholastic.com/everykid/
http://www.iisgcp.org/catalog/ed/freshsalt.php
http://www.kab.org/site/DocServer/WIP_Packet_13.pdf
http://www.scienceinvestigator.org/
http://www.scienceinvestigator.org/Animals-and-Ecosystems-of-the-Southwestern-United-States-i-4.html
http://thefoodtrust.org/uploads/media_items/the-knidergarten-initiative.original.pdfC:/Users/nhudlin/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.firstlegoleague.org/challenge/2015trashtrek
http://lexus.scholastic.com/
http://earthwatch.org/education/teacher-fellowships/teach-earth-united-states
http://www.oceanexplorationtrust.org/#!educators-at-sea/cb0
http://www.awesomefoundation.org/en/submissions/new
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
http://jason.org/contest/2015-2016-recycling-bigger-bin-contest
http://www.beneaththesea.org/ocean-pals/44617
mailto:nhudlin@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:sustainability@schools.nyc.gov
schools.nyc.gov/sustainability

