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The Secondary Literacy Pilot is led by the AUSSIEs with support from other technical partners and engages 

approximately 100 teachers from 18 secondary schools across New York City. The primary goals of the pilot are: 

(1) to identify, develop, and implement literacy assessment tools that measure student literacy in every discipline, 

and that align to the expectations of the Common Core; (2) to identify strategies that enable teachers and students 

to use literacy assessment data; and (3) to create structures that support literacy assessment and support in every 

discipline. 

Participating multi-disciplinary teacher teams engaged in initial instructional sessions to develop understanding of 

text complexity and to identify instructional strategies for scaffolding student access to complex texts. Sessions 

have also included:  rubric design to assess qualitative measures of text complexity and student comprehension 

strategies;  a review of baseline data on literacy assessment at participating schools; inquiry into what students 

bring to the reading process and specific texts using a student interview protocol;  and a design of school-based 

focus questions to guide collaborative inquiry into Secondary Literacy.  Future sessions will engage a critical 

analysis of the findings of those school-based focus questions, as well as the creation of content specific leveled 

libraries.   

A critical challenge and goal of the Secondary Literacy Pilot is to develop a clear understanding of the three 

elements that interact to determine the complexity of texts as defined in Appendix A, and surface tools that help 

teachers assess student literacy in every discipline at the secondary level.   To address this challenge, participating 

teams are challenged to evaluate their school-wide assessment practices and find ways to revise assessment 

practices to provide actionable data for Common Core alignment.   

Emerging anecdotal data suggest that collaborative inquiry is a powerful vehicle that allows schools to enter the 

work in ways most relevant to them. Additionally, principals and instructional coaches are asking new questions 

about the complexity of texts teachers are using for instruction, and participating teachers are focusing on tools 

and strategies to help student’s access texts instead of “modifying texts down” for readers.  

http://www.aussiepd.com/

