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Mission Statement

“The philosophy for a Spanish teacher is to be a fosterer of inquiry, a facilitator of dialogue, and an instigator of independent thinking in order to eliminate biases and conflicts that inundate society and create a cultured student who will usher in a better tomorrow.”
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

Course Description

The course is conducted almost exclusively in Spanish (C1) and is designed to enhance students’ communication and composition skills through the use of Spanish in writing, reading, listening and speaking.  Students perform intensive grammar reviews and apply their knowledge to written assignments and reports on the current state of Latin America and Spain.  Students read a variety of level appropriate textbooks, as well as culturally authentic materials from Latin America and Spain.  The texts are used as a focal point for reflection in writing and for in-class discussions.  Students listen to and orally report on a variety of authentic sources that integrate Latin American and Spanish news, art and music (C7). 

The course offers a multitude of performance options such as debates, in which students can demonstrate their abilities to speak proficiently on an engaging topic, oral and written reports, in which students can showcase their research skills and organizational abilities, and various projects, which allow for students to exhibit their interests in the language and culture (C5, C2).  

Assorted teaching strategies are implemented to facilitate students’ understanding of the Latin American and Spanish language and culture.  The school utilizes an Understanding by Design initiative that encourages students make enduring understandings of each lesson which will carry them beyond a classroom setting.  The school also uses the Advancement via Individual Determination initiative which emphasizes students’ organizational skills and self-responsibility for their own learning (C2) via the use of the Cornell note taking strategies which has being adopted into  Spanish. The course integrates the school’s interdisciplinary monthly “sub-themes” in Spanish Language Arts specific units.  Each month the school has a new theme to be addressed by each subject in its own way; the AP Spanish course utilizes authentic materials such as media and literary texts, and media and cinematic visual/listening pieces, to address these sub-themes in the curriculum (C3).  
Course Goals:

This level will focus on an in-depth fine-tuning of all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) needed to communicate proficiently in Spanish. This course is comparable to a third-year university course with an emphasis on conversation and composition.

In addition to a very solid intermediate working knowledge of the language, it is important for students to be aware of the history, art, architecture, politics, and social structures of Spanish-speaking countries (both Spain and Latin America). Thus, this course will include an introduction to some major literary works as well as to the different cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries in the world that have Spanish as their main language.

General Course Format /Activities
A variety of methods and strategies will be used to practice and develop the 4 skills. The year will start with a review and practice of the various parts of the AP Spanish Language exam to make sure that the students have an idea of what they need to know and how they will be tested for their proficiency with the Spanish Language. Extensive practice time will be given using various AP exams from previous years to practice timing and to review the format used. The mid-year exam  will be a mock AP exam. The rubrics used to grade the AP exams will be frequently applied to course work and referred to in class during the year.

Listening 
- Frequent tape exercises stressing both comprehension and expression

- Opportunities to practice listening to longer extracts (up to 5 minutes in length)

- Probably one video per term 

Speaking 
- Oral expression and participation in both pair and group exercises, along with role playing exercises.
- Individual oral presentations as assigned – one long assignment per marking period (5 minutes min.)

- Frequent practices to questions that require oral expression for two minutes

- Frequent practice of quick responses to direct questions (short answers )

Reading 
- Extensive comprehension and analysis of written Spanish  short stories, poems, plays, 

cultural readings, etc.

-Vocabulary and grammar practice exercises. Additionally, students will have frequent read 

aloud exercise thus strengthening their vocabulary skills. 
Writing 
1. Vocabulary and sentence structure . There will be extensive review and practice of the grammar foundations during the course, to simulate the actual exam. 
2. Weekly essay writing, using a variety of topics.
· 200-word essays are due every 7 days during the first term. Grading will follow  the rubrics for writing as defined by the AP requirements. 

· Practice will be given later in the year for essays to be written in the 45 minutes allowed in the actual AP exam and graded following the AP writing rubrics

Tests and quizzes: grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening and speaking exercises, AP exam-type exercises (fill-ins, multiple choice, etc.) Frequently, quizzes will be assigned in various formats: listening comprehension + oral questions, using the tape recorders. grammar quizzes, vocabulary quizzes, reading comprehension exercises, etc. At the end of the marking period these quizzes will be added together and weighted into the test grade for that quarter.

Homework : grammar exercises, vocabulary, reading of literary works prior to discussion, essays,etc.
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	SEPT/OCT
· Describing self and family relations

· Reflecting on one’s inner-self 

· Introducing others

Seeking and providing personal information
Focus: Argentina and 
Theme: 
	· To write an auto-biographical essay: “¿Quién soy?”
· To read and analyze authentic texts
· To converse in the context of a meeting or an introduction

· To discuss childhood activities


	· Unidad 1 Etapa 3, 
En Español 2, McDougal Littell, pp74-99
· “Borges y yo” by Jorge Luis Borges
www.patriagrande.netargentina
· “Leyenda” by Jorge Luis Borges.  
Album, Houghton Mifflin pp 57-60
· Cortometraje; “Raiz.” (dialogo)
Imagina: Español sin barreras, Vista Leccion 4

	· Immigration
· Persuasion
· Believes and Ideologies

· Cultural influences

Focus: Mexico and Cuba

	· To debate a case using        supportive details 
· To read and analyze articles on immigration

· To trace the geographical  movement of their families 

· To share the  experiences of their own family’s

· To write about and discuss film’s point of view or bias

	· “Illegal immigrant soldier; back from Iraq, faces possible deportation” Lexis Nexis  tm Academic The Associated Press State & Local Wire
· “El Español Avanza a Pasos de Gigantes” (article)
· Cultura:Espana:“Nueva 

Ola de Imigrantes “
    Imagina: Español sin barreras,      Vista ( lessons6 and 10)
Film; El Ojo en la Nuca (film series from Imagina: Español sin barreras,   Vista


	· Describing and talking about your city or town

· Asking and giving directions

· Naming places of interest 

· Traveling
· Your community as a resource

· Useful expressions when

·  traveling

Focus;

	· To write an essay describing your city or town
· To compare and contrast a Mexican city with their own
· To create a travel brochure of a place of interest. in Spain
· To develop a  list of idiomatic expression by  viewing a film 


	· Unidad 4 Etapa 2, 
· Dialogo "Nuevas Amigas”
En Español 2,McDougal Littel
Pp274-289

· ”Vivir en la ciudad”   
· “Aqueronte”(cuento)
Imagina: Español sin   barreras, Vista Lesson 2
Film: “Adios Mama”

	·     Empathy

· Cultural Experiences

· Making connections

· Making decisions

· Nature affecting personal decisions

DEC/JAN
	· To relate one’s own cultural experience with that of another culture

· To analyze, synthesize and evaluate selections and topics discussed in class 

· To compare and contrast the effect of nature on communities.

· To view and  write a reaction paper based on  the video

	· Unidad 1 Etapa 1, 
En Español 2, McDougal Littel

Pp30-51

    “Botín de Guerra,” Video    documentary 
http://www.desaparecidos.org 
·  “Una carta a Dios,” by Gregorio Lopez y Fuentes.
     Album, Houghton Mifflin pp1-7
· “Éxodo de una familia de Sertao” by José Francisco Borges. 
Reflejos, Houghton Mifflin. Pp 48

	
· The future

· Application /Resume

· Jobs and Career descriptions

· Jobs and Career opportunities

· Technology and future career

· choices

Interviewing for Jobs
· Telephone conversation

	· To make future plans based on their career choices

· To discuss how jobs and careers relate to ones likes and dislikes

· To differentiate between a job in the US vs Latin America 
· To create a mock interview

· To use the classify to apply for a job 

· To interview for a job via phone and internet

· To simulate an phone interview


	· Unidad 6
          Etapa 1-3 Etapa
En Español 2, McDougal Littel pp398-459
· Holt Spanish by Rinehart and Winston
· Short Dialogue(Voces en la entrevista) Pracice 5 CD
· Long Dialogue (Voces en la entrevista) Practice 1,3 CD

· Informal Speaking (Simulated phone conversations)



	· Our Enviornment

· The Weather 

· Recycling
· Plants and Animals

· Geographic characteristics
FEB MARCH
	· To Discuss and compare the  weather in Latin and the US

· To research the various types of animals and plants that exist in Latin America

· To talk about nature and environment
· To categorize materials that are useful and not useful for the environment

·  To listen to weather reports in Costa Rica and other LA countries
· To virtually visit national parks in assigned country

· To write a plan of action to preserve the enviornment
	· Unidad 5 Etapa 1-3, 
En Español 2, McDougal Littel

Pp330-393



	Food 
Music

Art

MARCH APRIL
	
	Graded Spanish Readers primera etapa by Justo C. Ulloa 4th edition
Graded Spanish Reader secunda etapa 5th edition Justo C. Ulloa and 
Leonor alvarez de Ulloa

	Prep
APRIL-May
	
	· Holt Spanish by Rinehart and Winston
· Abriendo Puertas Lenguaje; McDougal 
      Littell
Manual de Gramatica y ortografia para los hispanos
· Reflejos Multimedia CD ROM
· Reflejos, Houghton Mifflin


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	· 

	· Empathy

· Experiences

· Making connections

· Making decisions


	· To relate one’s own cultural experience with that of another culture

· To analyze, synthesize and evaluate selections and topics discussed in class 

· To compare and contrast the effect of nature on communities.


	· Unidad 1 Etapa 1, 
En Español 2, McDougal Littel
http://www.desaparecidos.org 

· “Botín de Guerra,” Video documentary 

·  “Una carta a Dios,” by Gregorio Lopez y Fuentes. Album, Houghton Mifflin
· “Éxodo de una familia de Sertao” by José Francisco Borges. 
· Reflejos, Houghton Mifflin.


MONTH:OCTOBER

THEME: COMMUNITY

CONTEXT: MEXICO

Essential Questions: What is Community? How does my community shape my personality? What is my role in my community?

Enduring Understanding: Students will understand that community is more than their neighborhood  
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· Describe and talk about your city or town

· Asking and giving directions

· Naming places of interest 

· Your community as a resource 

·  traveling within a community


	· To write an essay describing your city 

· To research a city in Mexico and give a two minute presentation in class (Spanish)

· Compare a contrast their city with that of one in Mexico

· To create a street map with direction 

· To write an  invitation and give directions to attend a function 

· To read, analyze and make a world to text connection using “Una Carta a Dios”


	· En Español 2,
McDougal Littlel

      Unidad cuatro Etapa 2

· En Español 2 McDougal Little Unidad  4 etapa 2
· “Una carta a Dios” por Gregorio López y Fuentes, Album , Joy Renjilian-Burgy and Rebecca M. Valette

· Prensa escrita www.prensaescrita.com



ACTIVITY (October)
· Listening to authentic sources from www.nuevos horizontes.org, then followed by 
· Daily note taking, using “Las Notas de Corbnell”is required as a graded assignment 

· Daily, an assigned student give an oral summary of the lesson  in   (Spanish).Student receives feed back on pronunciation and acuracy

· Homework  assignments are based on the preparation needed for their final video presentation
     As an formal assessment students will work in groups of 3 to 4 to create a 5 min video  presentation of a neighborhood of their choice 

· Informal assessment are given on going basis

MONTH: NOVEMBER

THEME: IMMIGRATION

CONTEXT: CUBA

Essential Questions: How does immigration impact our lives? What are the causes of immigration? Does immigration has a “face”? How immigrants confront the challenge of change?

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	· To persuade someone to 

	· “Illegal immigrant soldier, back from Iraq, faces possible deportation”
LexisNexis™ Academic The Associated Press State & Local Wire
· “IMAGINA” español sin barreras ( Blanco- Tocaimaza-Hatch)



ACTIVITES:
· Listening to authentic sources from www.nuevos horizontes.org, 
· Daily note taking, using “Las Notas de Cornell” is required as a graded assignment.

· Daily, an assigned student give an oral summary of the lesson  in   (Spanish).Student receives feed back on pronunciation and accuracy

MONTH: DECEMBER

THEME: MY FUTURE

CONTEXT: 

.

Essential Questions: How do we prepare for the future? How can we change our future? What role does our past play in our future?

Enduring Understanding: Students will understand that the future is inevitable
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


MONTH: JANUARY

THEME: ROLE MODELS

CONTEXT: 

Essential Questions: 

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


MONTH: FEBRAURY

THEME: CHALLENGES

CONTEXT: 

Essential Questions: 

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


MONTH: MARCH

THEME: 

CONTEXT: 

Essential Questions: 

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


MONTH: APRIL

THEME: CHANGE

CONTEXT: 

Essential Questions: 

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


MONTH: MAY

THEME: CAREERS

CONTEXT: 

Essential Questions: 

Enduring Understanding: 
	        TOPICS
	   OBJECTIVES
	TEXT/RESOURCES

	· 
	
	


