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Public Comment Analysis 

 

Date:    February 2, 2011 

 

Topic:  The Proposed Grade Truncation of Frederick Douglass Academy III’s 

Middle School Grades (09X517) 

 

Date of Panel Vote:  February 3, 2011 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 
Frederick Douglass Academy III (09X517, “FDA III”) is an existing school located at 3630 Third 

Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10456, in Community School District 9, in Building X148 (“X148”). FDA III 

currently serves students in sixth through twelfth grade. FDA III is co-located with two other schools 

in X148: KAPPA (09X215, “KAPPA”), a school serving students in grades five through eight, and 

I.S. 219 New Venture School (09X219, “I.S. 219”), which serves grades six, seven and eight. The 

New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to truncate FDA III’s middle school 

grades based on its poor performance and the DOE’s assessment that the school lacks capacity to 

turn around quickly to better support student needs. This would mean that FDA III’s middle school 

grades would be truncated over time and FDA III would eventually only serve students in the high 

school grades (9-12).  The educational impact statement (“EIS”) describing this proposal was 

published on December 16, 2010 and amended on January 25, 2011.  The EIS and amended EIS are 

available at the following link (http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2010-

2011/Feb32011Proposals), and hard copies are available in FDA III’s main office. 

 

If this proposal is approved, FDA III would no longer admit new sixth grade students after the 

conclusion of the 2010-2011 school year. Current students in grades seven and eight will continue to 

be served by FDA III and be supported as they progress toward completion of FDA III middle school 

grades and transition to high school. The school will serve one grade less each subsequent year until 

the middle school grades complete phasing out in June 2013. In 2013-2014, and from that time 

forward, FDA III would only serve grades 9-12.  

 

The DOE does not plan to replace FDA III’s middle school grades because there are enough existing 

middle school seats in District 9 to accommodate middle school students.  

 

In 2009-2010, X148 had a target capacity of 1459, and the building enrolled a total of 1485 students, 

yielding a building target utilization of 102%. This means that the building was slightly over-

enrolled. The DOE may reallocate space in the X148 building based on the decline in enrollment due 

to the middle school grade truncation. In discussions with FDA III, the DOE may consider expanding 

FDA III’s high school by one section per grade in grades 9-12 once the truncation of the middle 
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school grades begins in the 2011-2012 school year. Final space allocations in X148 would be based 

on the projected enrollment for each school and would be made by the Building Council. 

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearing 

 

 A joint public hearing regarding this proposal was held at X148 on January 26, 

2011. At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal.  

Approximately 35 members of the public attended the hearing, and no one spoke. One question 

was submitted during the Q&A portion of the joint public hearing.  Present at the meeting were 

Bronx High School Superintendent Elena Papaliberios; Jacob Lau, a FDA III School Leadership 

Team (“SLT”) member; a representative from the KAPPA SLT; Dominic Cipollone, Principal of 

I.S. 219; and Denise Sullivan from the Citywide Council on High Schools (“CCHS”). DOE 

representatives included Deputy Chancellor Laura Rodriguez, Natalie Ondiak from the Office of 

Portfolio Planning, and Olivia Ellis, the Facilitator. Community Education Council 9 (“CEC 9”) 

was invited to the hearing and confirmed that  at least one member would attend.  However, no 

CEC 9 members were present at the hearing and CEC 9 did not provide the DOE with advance 

notice that they would not attend the hearing.   

 

The following comments and remarks were made at the joint public hearings: 

 

1. A question was received rearding whether parents were informed about the joint public 

hearing. 

Summary of  Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

 

No written or oral comments were received about this proposal. 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

With respect to comment 1, the question was answered by a representative of the Office of 

Portfolio Planning who stated that the CEC, CCHS, SLT, Community Boards, Superintendent, 

Principals and other stakeholders were all notified by e-mail and mail when the proposal to 

truncate FDA III’s middle grades was released. The Superintendent instructed the principals of 

impacted schools to backpack a parent letter and public notice to all parents in the school. Both 

the parent letter and public notice disclosed the date, time and location of the joint public 

hearing.  Anyone is welcome to submit public comment by e-mailing the address or calling the 

number listed in the public notice and on the parent letter. In addition, hard copies of the 

proposals were made available at impacted schools’ main offices. The joint public hearing was 

scheduled 30-45 days after the proposal was released to give the community ample notice. The 

parent letters and public notices also make all parties aware of when the Panel for Educational 

Policy will vote on the proposals.  

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes have been made to this proposal as a result of public comment. 


