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Good and Bad Online Behaviors 

Essential Understanding: 
It is important to have good manners and behavior in all circumstances of life. 

Learning Outcome(s):  
•		Students	will	know	and	be	able	to	cite	examples	of	good	and	bad	behavior	in	online	environments.

Common Core State Standard(s):  
•		SL.4.1.	Engage	effectively	in	a	range	of	collaborative	discussions	(one-on-one,	in	groups,	and	teacher-led)	with	diverse
partners	on	grade	4	topics	and	texts,	building	on	others’	ideas	and	expressing	their	own	clearly.

IFC Standard(s): 
•		Recognizes	the	right	to	express	own	opinion	in	an	appropriate	manner,	even	when	the	opinion	differs	from	the	ideas	of	others.
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LEARNING/TEACHING ACTIVITIES RESOURCES 

Mini	Lesson Watch	short	Common	Craft	video	on	good	manners	created	by	the	librarian.

Elicit:	What	does	it	mean	to	be	polite?	What	are	good	manners?	What	is	
etiquette?	(Demonstrating	good	behavior	and	manners)		What	is	netiquette?	
(Demonstrating	good	behavior	and	manners	online).

List	examples	from	students	and	write	down	on	the	whiteboard	or	chart	paper.

http://vimeo.com/19147465

Whiteboard or chart paper 

Guided	Practice Distribute	handout	entitled,	“What	are	Good	and	Bad	Online	Behaviors?”	and	
have	students	rate	examples	of	good	or	bad	online	manners.		Model	the	first	
one together. 

Handout	“What	are	Good	and	Bad	Online	
Behaviors?”

Independent
Practice/Check
for	Student	Under-
standing 

Students	work	in	pairs	or	independently	to	complete	the	sheet.

Sharing/Reflection Students	share	out	their	results	and	discuss	each	item:
•		Is	that	question	an	example	of	good	or	bad	netiquette?		Why	or	why	not?
•		What	are	the	consequences/outcomes	if	someone	engages	that	particular			
			action?

Assessment    Handouts and verbal responses. 

Follow up/Extensions: 
Common Sense Media: http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rings-responsibility-4-5

http://vimeo.com/19147465
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/rings
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WHAT ARE GOOD AND BAD ONLINE BEHAVIORS?
Label each scenario with B for bad online behavior or G for good online netiquette.  

___Signed on with someone else’s screen name to gather info 

___Pretended to be someone else online without that person knowing 

___Posted compliments about someone online 

___Teased or frightened someone online or by text 

___Not told someone who you really are online, telling them to “guess” 

___�Forwarded�a�private�IM�conversation,�e-mail�or�text�without�the�
permission of the other person 

___�Signed�out�of�someone’s�account�for�him/her�after�he/she�forgot�to�
do�it�and�left�the�room

___�Told�a�teacher,�parent,�or�administrator�if�you�noticed�nasty�messages�
about a classmate online 

___�Posted�pictures�or�information�about�someone�on�a�Web�site�without�
their permission 

___�Used�information�found�online�to�follow,�tease,�embarrass�or�harass�
someone in person 

___Sent rude or scary things to someone, even if you were just joking 

___Used bad language online 

___�Texted�someone�“congratulations!”�after�he/she�did�well�on�an�
assignment 

___Signed someone else up for something online without their 
permission 

___Used someone else’s password for any reason without their 
permission 

___Deleted�a�private�text�or�message�from�a�friend�after�reading�it

___Posted rude things or lies about someone online 

___�Sent�a�supportive�message�or�text�to�someone�you�knew�what�being�
bullied or harassed online 

Adapted from: 
http://www.stopcyberbullying.org/tweens/are_you_a_cyberbully.html

http://www.stopcyberbullying.org/tweens/are_you_a_cyberbully.html



