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NEW YORK CITY SCHOOL LIBRARY SYSTEM COUNCIL BY-LAWS

ARTICLE 1
NAME

The name of this organization shall be the New York City School Library System Council.
ARTICLE 2
PURPOSE

The purpose of the Council shall be to:

a. Assist in the development of the Plan of Service, approve the Plan and monitor its implementation.

b. Advise and/or assist in preparation of the system budget and approve the budget before it is submitted to the Division of Library Development, New York State Education Department.

c. Provide advice and support to the staff of the New York City School Library System on matters relating to policy and programs.

No actions undertaken by the Council may in any way contravene Commissioner’s Regulations nor the rules and procedures followed by the Department of Education of the City of New York, the official administrative agency of the New York City School Library System.

ARTICLE 3
MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.  
The Council Membership shall consist of at least nine and not more than                        twenty-five members.
Section 2.  
Nominations for membership on the Council will be made by the body on whose behalf the Council member is serving.
Section 3.  
Appointment of members to the Council will be made by the Chancellor of the Department of Education of the City of New York.

Section 4.  
In accordance with the Commissioner’s Regulations, each Council member shall serve a three year term, the terms to be staggered so that one-third of the members shall be appointed each year.

Section 5.  
In accordance with the Commissioner’s Regulations, a vacancy on the Council shall be filled by the Chancellor of the Department of Education of the City of New York.

Section 6.  
In accordance with the Commissioner’s Regulations, the Council shall include representatives of the New York City School Library System.  In addition it may include representatives from the three Public Library Systems, the Brooklyn Public Library, The New York Public Library and the Queens Library, and the Metropolitan Reference and Research Library Agency (METRO).

Section 7.  
The Council shall include representatives from the Community School Districts of the Public School System of the City of New York.

Section 8.  
The Council shall include representatives from the non-public schools in the City of New York.

Section 9.  
The Council shall include one representative each from the United Federation of Teachers, the Council of Supervisors and Administrators, and the New York City School Librarian’s Association.

Section 10.  The NYCSLS Directors and Coordinators shall serve on the Council as non-voting members.
Section 11.
A Council position shall be deemed vacant if the member without appropriate cause, fails to attend two consecutive meeting.

ARTICLE 4
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 1.
OFFICERS

a. The presiding officers of the Council shall be its Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary, each of whom has served a three-year term on the Council.

b. The officers shall be elected by the members of the Council at the last Spring meeting of every second year and should assume their duties at the following meeting which is the first Fall meeting.

c. The Chair will appoint a three-member nominating committee that will present a slate of officers at the next to last meeting of the election year.  The nominating committee chair will call for additional nominations from the floor.

d. The officers shall serve for two-year terms.

Section 2.
System Council Members

a. A selection committee consisting of the Council Officers, a System Director and one other Council member selected by the Chair shall propose new System Council Members prior to the last Council meeting of the year.

b. Resignation from the Council must be by letter to the Council Chair and parent body.

c. A vacancy on the Council shall be filled by recommendation of the parent organization for the duration of the Council member’s term.

d. Special elections will be held in the event that an officer vacates the position with more than two-thirds of the term unexpired.
ARTICLE 5
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.
Duties of Chairperson

a. Preside at all Council meeting.

b. Prepare agenda with System Director.

c. Appoint committees as required.

d. Read and review Council documents.

Section 2.
Duties of Vice-Chairperson

a. Act in the absence of the Chairperson.

b. Assist the Chairperson in the performance of the duties of Chairperson.

c. In the event that the Council Chair vacates the position, the Vice-Chair will assume the position of Council Chair until the next election if less than one-third of the term is unexpired.

Section 3.
Duties of Secretary

a. Record the minutes of all Council meetings.

b. Prepare minutes for distribution to all Council members.

c. Mail meeting notices to Council members.

d. In the event that the secretary vacates the position with less than one-third of the term unexpired, the Chair will fill the vacancy by appointment.

ARTICLE 6
MEETINGS

Section 1.
In accordance with Commissioner’s Regulations, the Council will meet at least 4 times a year.

Section 2.
If a Council member misses more than two consecutive meetings in one school year, with unexcused absences, s/he shall be dropped from the membership roster of the Council.

Section 3.
Committees may meet at the Council meetings and at other times that are necessary.

Section 4.
Additional Council meetings may be called as necessary.

Section 5.
A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the membership.

ARTICLE 7
COMMITTEES
Section 1.
At the first Council meeting of the year, the Chair shall appoint members to committees based on their interests and the priorities of the Plan of Service.
Section 2.
All members may be asked to serve on a Council Committee.

Section 3.
Committees may be created on an as needed basis.

Section 4.
Each committee shall select a Chairperson.

Section 5.
School Library System Director(s) and Coordinators may advise and provide information to each committee as well as serve as an ex-officio member.

Section 6.
Each committee shall report to the Council.

ARTICLE 8
AMENDING BY-LAWS
Section 1.
All the proposals for amending the By-Laws shall be submitted to the School Library System Council for its consideration.

Section 2.
At the following regular meeting of the Council, the proposed amendment shall be voted on.
Section 3.
The proposed amendment shall become part of the By-Laws immediately upon receiving a two-thirds vote of the total number of voting Council members.

ARTICLE 9
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
The rules contained in the most recent issue of Sturgis shall govern the proceedings of the Council in all matters not covered in the By-Laws.
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