
 The April exams are coming soon. 

Do you believe that you are ready for the 

exams? Well, this is what some people at 

M.S.72 had to say about this topic. 

 Suzanna Alexander from class 722 

believes that she will do excellent on the 

upcoming exams however she is a bit 

nervous for the ELA exams. She is a bit 

nervous because in the ELA exams you 

actually have to write five paragraph es-

says. Jonathon Santos on the other side is 

very nervous because he has not been in 

his classes for very long and doesn’t usu-

ally pay attention in class. However he 

thinks that he will do better on the math 

exams than on the ELA exams. Romello 

March from class 722 believes that he will 

Ace both exams because he has been 

studying hard and paying a lot of attention 

during classes. 

 Mr. Matos a teacher at M.S 72 be-

lieves that most students are ready be-

cause both their Math and ELA teachers 

have worked hard to prepare them for this 

test. He and Ms. Malcolm both agree that 

this test will be a bit harder due to the fact 

that the common core standards have 

risen. Ms. Riley however believes that the 

test will not be harder and that most stu-

dents are not ready for the upcoming ex-

ams, but like Ms. Malcolm says “We 

may believe that they are not ready but 

on the day of the exams the students will 

surprise us.” 

  Ms. Thompson-Young says that 

the grades over the year have increased 

in math but decreased in ELA. Ms. 

Severin says that “This year the stan-

dards have been raised and that what 

could have gotten you a 4 last year now 

gets you a 3 and what got you a 3 now 

gets you a 2.” Mr. Defraitis, a dean at 

M.S 72, believes that many statistics 

have shown that some children are not 

reaching the state standards. However it 

is the students fault or is it the people 

who make the test, make it too hard? All 

of the assignment principals think that 

there is a process that all test graders 

must pass through whether it is to serve 

as a teacher for several years or know a 

certain amount of knowledge.  

 So do you still think that you are 

ready for the state test? Are you nervous 

or anxious for the upcoming exams? 

What do you think you need to do in or-

der to get a sure 4 or even a sure 3? 
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First, I would like to con-

gratulate all the students who par-

ticipated in the weekly response to 

our Questions of the Week. We have 

discussed intriguing, engaging and 

controversial topics such as cloning, 

defining “culture” in America, and 

even have taken the time to answer 

question straight from our Count 

Basie time. You have sparked won-

derful and engaging debates about 

these topics. These topics are 

emailed to you via Engrade and you 

have the chance to earn up 10 Basie 

Bucks each week. Do not miss out 

on this great opportunity. Moreover, 

everyone should be registered on 

Engrade so that you can access your 

homework assignments and your 

grades. If you need help, see your 

academy assistant principal.  

You have also exhibited great 

effort both behaviorally and aca-

demically as demonstrated by the 

success of our school-wide reward 

program, better known as Basie 

Bucks It has been reported by the 

assistant principals, that students 

spend on average $800 to $1000 

Basie Bucks every week! It is clear 

within our school economy that you 

all are taking the time to invest in 

your academic careers as well as 

constantly and consistently demon-

strate good citizenship.  

Secondly there has been a 

rash of problems going on around 

Ms.72 and that is rodents in the 

classroom. Some teachers have been 

walking in their classroom to find 

dead mice on the floor and foul 

smells that can’t even be explained. 

I think I know the reason for 

the rash amount of mice in the class-

room and that is because students 

take it upon themselves to eat in the 

classroom. It is a school wide rule 

not to eat in the classroom and stu-

dents continuously ignore this rule. 

It has become a constant re-

minder that this rule needs to be en-

forced daily. Students think that 

teachers are just being mean and 

cruel by not allowing students to eat 

in the classroom but this is not the 
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case. Students eat anything from 

Sunflower seeds to potato chips and 

disregard these things as if they’re 

on the streets. They leave for the 

teachers to clean up behind the stu-

dents. It has even been enforced 

that students cannot bring lunch up 

to the classroom. That is why we 

have a school cafeteria and it 

should be utilized at all times. 

Lastly Students and parents 

please be reminded that we will be 

having Spring Break starting April 

6th and returning to school on April 

16th.The ELA Exam and Math 

Exam will be that upcoming week 

when we return to school. Students 

must continue to prepare for these 

exams by completing their class 

work and homework assignments 

as well as attend EVERY session of 

after school and Saturday School 

tutoring offered by Middle School 

72 and the SES providers. The New 

York State Math Exams will take 

place one week after the ELA, so 

time is drawing to a close. We can-

not afford to procrastinate or waste 

any school time. We must remain 

focused, diligent and consistent in 

all our academic endeavors in order 

to demonstrate mastery of the stan-

dards in ELA and Math this upcom-

ing April 2012. 

 

 

 

Crystal Taylor-Brown 
C. Taylor-Brown 

Principal 
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 Do you go on school trips? Are they fun? 

Are they necessary? Did you know that there are a 

few teachers and students that have never been on 

any trips? For example, we spoke to Mr. Cargile 

and he stated that he has never been on a trip but 

he plans on going on a few in the future. Malik 

Coley and “Tootsie Roll” from class 705 have 

barely been on any trips, but the few trips they did 

attend happened to be their favorite trips! These 

excursions happened take place at the movies.  

Once was to see the movie, Kung-Fu Panda 2, and 

the other was to see Red Tails. 

 A majority of students prefer to go on trips 

by themselves without any parent chaperones. The 

students feel that they are old enough and others 

think their parents’ presence may be embarrassing. 

One student we spoke to Lloyd Bastien from class 

801, felt differently about his parent attending. 

Lloyd prefers to go on trips with his parents be-

cause he thinks that if he goes with them he would 

be able to purchase more things with his parents 

being present.  

 If a class does not go on a trip for behavior 

reasons, class work or homework issues, the whole 

class should not be punished!  We should single 

out people who should not go that is agreed upon 

by all teachers and principals. If the assistant prin-

cipal is on a trip, which is rare, the dean would 

take their place for the time being in the building. 

 If you ask a teacher on what kind of trips 

they would assign, a majority of them would be 

biased and would assign trips based on their sub-

ject that is taught. For example, Mr. Rosigno, a 

music teacher in this building would assign trips 

School Trips 
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based on music. However, some teachers like 

Mrs. Cohen, a math teacher in this building would 

rather go to explore the gardens or visit zoos. Ms. 

Cohen did make clear that she does not like trips 

into Manhattan because “it takes a long time to 

get there and once there it seems that the class is 

only there for 5 minutes because of the long travel 

time.” 

 All the assistant principals agreed that, 

“School trips are necessary for us to have some-

thing to look forward to and explore the students 

and to have hands on learning. It is also necessary 

for us to learn by hands-on activities [that give us 

the opportunity] feel it, touch it, smell it…” Plus 

we students need to have breaks and rewards!! 
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Have you ever seen a student run in and out 

of a classroom that isn’t the one they are sup-

posed to be in? 

 Does it bother you at all?  

Well, some of us have suffered because of 

rude students. These students who have been 

imposed upon shared their opinions. Imade 

from class 721 shared that kids do run in her 

class from time to time, and she doesn’t mind 

it at all. She says it all depends on who it is. 

She also stated that she hasn’t said anything 

to them either.              

  One of Imade’s fellow classmates 

Romello shared, “Yes kids do run in and out 

of my classroom but the teacher didn’t say 

anything.”  Romello also said “I do not like 

when kids run in and out of the classroom.” 

 Ms.Cohen from YSL has had kids run 

in and out of her classroom once in a while. 

She thinks that there should be consequences  

based upon on how many times they did it. 

Ms. Cohen also said that she hopes none of 

her kids have ever caused such a disruption. 

Ms. Cohen also says, “it is bad citizenship if 

kids or teens in M.S.72 do that over and over 

again.” 

Go to Class! Do Not Disturb Others! 
By: Emily Ramdhanie, Alexandra Walker, Imani Lewis   
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 Mr. Traversiere, the assistant principal 

of the E.D. Academy, agrees with Ms. Cohen. 

He thinks the consequences should be based 

on the Progressive Disciplinary steps. This is 

a brief summary of what some kids and 

teacher at MS.72 had to say about students 

who choose to disturbing. What do you have 

to say on this topic?  
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           It is said that 

students with ex-

pensive gadgets are 

learning about the 

new technology and 

it can become dan-

gerous. Mr. Kye, of 

room 230 believes, 

students use their 

expensive gadgets 

because they have it 

and because they are addicted. He also be-

lieves that teachers are not responsible for stu-

dents losing their electronic devices in school. 

                  Jessica Baksh of class 708, in the 

Young Scholars and Leaders Academy owns 

a really popular, expensive gadget and has 

never been assaulted for her device on the 

school premises. Mrs. Malcolm, in room 313 

says that she would call for the safety agents’ 

assistance to take an electronic device away 

from a student. 

                  Another student, Jonathan Santos, 

of class 603 says that he owns an expensive 

gadget and he has never been beaten or physi-

cally hurt for his gadget. He believes that stu-

dents bring phones to school the more then 

the staff. Mr. Formica says that if a student 

refused to give in his or her electronic device, 

Students with Expensive Gadgets 
By: Wuraola Omotosho & Elizabeth Williams 722  
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he or she would be sent 

to the dean’s office. He 

also believes that stu-

dents bring their elec-

tronic devices to 

school to show them 

off. 

     Safety Agent 

Belle (of the YSL 

floor) says that if stu-

dents hide their expen-

sive gadgets out of 

sight, they will not be 

confiscated. She also 

believes that a dean, assistant principal, or 

administration can take away an electronic 

gadget. In order for a student’s electronic to 

be returned to them, a parent or legal guard-

ian must come to retrieve it. We agree with 

the fact that adults and administration should 

be able to confiscate our devices if in plain 

sight. We think that these rules are not 

stressed enough and should be enforced 

more! 
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Reminders: 

 

Upcoming ELA & Math State Exams!!! Study 

and Practice Old Exams!! 

 

ELA Exam - April 17th, 18th & 19th 

Math Exam - April 24th, 25th & 26th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of the 3rd Marking Period is April 5th.  

      Report Card grades are due by April 16th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Break is from April 6th to April 15th. 

Students will return to classes April 16th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Don’t forget to complete your  

 MATH and ELA Spring Break Packets!!! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to keep checking your ENGRADE 

everyday to see your assignments and complete               

your Questions of the Week to earn many BASIE 

BUCKS!! 

  =  


