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The New School Quality Reports 
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Overview of School Quality Report  

Sections 
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• Neither report includes an overall rating.  

• Instead, they include information about key areas of 

school quality:  

• Quality Review  

• Student Progress  

• Student Achievement 

• School Environment 

• College & Career Readiness (high school only) 

• Closing the Achievement Gap 

 

 

 

 



Overview of the School Quality Snapshot 
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• Designed specifically for families 

• Concise, user-friendly summary of 

school quality 

• Multiple measures (of school’s 

practices, environment, and 

performance) 

• No overall or section ratings; 

includes comparisons to citywide 

and district averages  

• New information about where 

students go after leaving the 

school 
 



Snapshot – Quality Review 
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• Reports will include only the five indicators 

(as displayed in the samples).  

• For charter schools, there will be links to 

reports written by the authorizers 

• Only Quality Reviews that were conducted 

in 2010–11 or later will be included in these 

reports. 

• Schools that have never had a Quality 

Review or have not had one since before 

2010-11 will include an explanatory note in 

that section.  

 



Snapshot – Student Progress 
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• Shows student improvement on 

State math and ELA tests. 

• Based on median adjusted growth 

percentile. 

• Compares each student’s 2014 test 
performance to other students in 
the city who started at the same 
level (i.e. others who scored at the 
same level as the student in 2013). 

• “Lowest performing students” 

• Students who scored in the lowest 
third in the school (in each grade) 
on 2013 State tests.  



Snapshot – Student Achievement 
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• Performance on State math and ELA tests 

• Percentage of students at Level 3 or 4 

• Average score (on 1.0 – 4.5 scale) 

• For middle schools, passing courses in 

core subjects  

• Next-level readiness for both elementary 

and middle schools: 

• The school’s former 5th graders 
passing their 6th grade core courses 

• The school’s former 8th graders 
earning enough credits in 9th grade to 
be on track for graduation  



Snapshot – School Environment 
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• NYC School Survey 

• Administered annually to all 
parents, all teachers, and students 
in grades 6-12. 

• Measures satisfaction with various 
elements of school’s environment. 

• Snapshot presents responses from 
parents, students, and teachers to 
specific questions from the survey 

• For most questions, the percent 

satisfied is the percent that answered 

agree or strongly agree to the question 

 

 

 



Snapshot – Closing the Achievement Gap 
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• Recognizes schools for significant 

gains with higher-need students 

• English Language Learners 

• Students with disabilities 

• Students who scored in the lowest 
third citywide on State tests in 2013 

• Shows movement of students with 

disabilities to less restrictive 

environments that include more 

class time with non-disabled peers 

 

 



Overview of the School Quality Guide 
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• Designed primarily for 

educators, also publicly 

available for anyone who wants 

to look deeper 

• Includes multiple years of data 

to show trends over time 

• No overall rating 

• Includes a rating for each 

section based on meeting 

school-specific targets that take 

into account historical 

performance of similar schools 

and all schools citywide 
 



School Quality Guide – Targets 
• The last page of the School Quality Guide includes realistic and rigorous 

targets, customized for each school based on historical peer and city 

results. 

Example:  
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Values Needed for Each Rating in 2014-15 

Metric Name 

This 

School’s 

2013-14 

Results 

Not 

Meeting 

Target 

Approaching  

Target 
Meeting 

Target 

Exceeding 

Target 

Percent of Students 

Scoring at Level 3 

or 4 on State math 

exams 

79.2% 
64.3% 

or lower 

64.4% to 

73.8% 

73.9% to 

83.0% 

83.1% or 

higher 

• The targets found in the 2013-14 Guides will be used to determine ratings in both 

2013-14 and 2014-15 Guides. The 2014-15 Guides will also include new targets 

that will be used to determine ratings for the 2015-16 Guides. 

• Because the targets are set in advance, starting with the release of the 2014-15  

Guides, schools will not compete for a fixed pool of ratings 
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School Quality Guide –  Left Side Graphs 

For each metric, there are two graphs (one for peers 

and one for city) on an absolute scale:  

• The bars and numbers represent the school’s own 

performance 
 

• The lines represent the performance of the other schools in 

the group (peer or city). The middle line is the average and 

about 95% of schools fall between the top and bottom lines.  
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School Quality Guide –  Right Side Graphs 

For each metric, there are two graphs (one for peers and one for city) 

on a relative scale:  

Equal to the Average 

Far Above Average 

Far Below Average 

Meeting Target 

Exceeding Target 

Approaching Target 

Not Meeting Target 

 
Fine Print: One standard deviation = 25% of this range  

• This graph shows how the school’s score compares to the other schools 

in the peer (or city) group  



Interpreting the Graphs Example 
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ELA – Percentage of Students at Level 3 or 4 

Q: These two graphs go in opposite directions: what does that mean? 

 



Interpreting the Graphs Example 
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ELA – Percentage of Students at Level 3 or 4 

Q: These two graphs go in opposite directions: what does that mean? 

 

A: This school’s percent proficient in ELA went down over this period, 

however because the peer results actually went down more, this school is 

now above the peer average instead of below it.   



Questions/Feedback? 
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SchoolPerformance@schools.nyc.gov 


