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What are Authentic Assessments?

Authenticassessments are systems that teachers use to understand what children know, how they are
developing, and to guide curriculum and instruction. Authenticassessments give a picture of how your
childis growingand learning based on average growth for four and five year olds. Evidence forauthentic
assessmentsis collected in natural contexts throughout the year. Teachers collect children’s work,
photographs of children and observation notes during every day classroom activities and experiences
(e.g.like centertime, outdoors, smallgroups). Teachersthen use thisinformation to determine how to
help children progressinall domains of development.

At home, you assess things every day. You check to see if yourchildisfeelingwell enough to attend
school. You observe how they are gettingalong with friends when you go to the playground orif they
are interested in books. In each situation, you are gathering information and using thatinformation to
make a decision about how to go forward. Authenticassessments are used the same way inyour child’s
education.

How is information from authentic assessments used?

AuthenticAssessments are used to understand children’s thinking, developmentand learning. They are
helpful to families, teachers and programs in different ways.

You can use data from your child’s authenticassessments to:
e Understand how to best help yourchild.
e Understand how your child learns best.

Teachers can use authenticassessment data to:

e Seewhatyour child can doand decide whatthey need to teach or re-teach yourchild for
themto progress.

e Plandailylesson plans based onyourchild’s skills.

e Selectspecificbooks forstorytime or to putin class librariesto help yourchild understand a
particularskill/concept orto understand information.

e Choose particularactivities during outdoortime that encourage your child to use skills to
work with othersina funway.

e Lead discussionsontopicsthatwill help yourchild develop needed knowledge and skills
such as understanding why friendships are important, how others feel and how to work with

others.

Programs can use authentic assessment data to:
e Ordermaterialstosupportthe learning needs of children.
e Communicate tofamiliestheirchild’s developmentand need for possible support services.
e Informteacherprofessional development.
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What are the domains of development that are typically assessed?

Authenticassessments are aligned to the Pre-K Foundation for the Common Core domains and
standards that outline skills thatfourand five year old children will w ork towards.

The five Pre-K Foundation for the Common Core domains:

e Approachestolearning
o How childrenbecome involvedinlearningandacquiring knowledge.

e Physical Developmentand Health
o Children’s physical health and ability to engage in daily activities.

e Social and Emotional Development
o The emotional competence and ability to form positive relationships that give meaning
to children’s experiencesinthe home, school, and larger communirty.

e Communication, Language and Literacy
o How childrenunderstand, create, and communicate meaning.

e Cognition and Knowledge of the World
o What children needto know and understand about their world and how they apply
whatthey know.

It isimportant for teachersto assess all of these areas so that they can understand yourchild’s
development holistically.

How can you help with authentic assessments?

e You can provide information aboutyour child to the teacher.

e You can find outabout yourchild’s development by talking with the teacher. This helps you and
your child’steacherwork togetherto help yourchildimprove.

e Ifconcerns are broughtto your attention, try to listen closely and find out what should happen
next. It might be a referral tosomeone or somewhereto help you gather more information to
help yourchild. Take the time and find out. If there are concerns about yourchild, itis wise to
lookintothemearly.

There are many great resources forfamilies. Don’t be afraid to find out early how you can help your
child.

For more information on the skills your childis developinginthe Pre-K year, pleasevisit:
http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/common core standards/pdfdocs/nyslsprek.pdf



http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nyslsprek.pdf

