Regents Scanning Webinar Q and A: 5/31/12

Q. Can we do a test run to make sure our scanner is working properly?
A. Yes. Every time you print answer documents scan the trailing test page. If the test page does not scan properly, it is unlikely that the answer documents it accompanied will scan properly.

Q.   When scanning, what's the different between UNSCHEDULING a student who does not sit for the exam versus bubbling a student as absent?
A. Un-scheduling is only for STARS users. Charters simply don’t scan the document.

Q. Is the entire Integrated Algebra exam scanned or is there a portion that is hand scored?
A. The entire exam is scanned.

Q.  Is there a report that will show us which answer documents were reprinted?
A. No. There is no way for schools to determine whether an exam was reprinted other than using REDS to determine if one was printed in the first place.

Q.  Last year there were server issues with scanning (even in small batches) timing out. Has this been fixed this year?
A. The ATS and DIIT teams at the DOE have worked hard to correct many of the server issues experienced last June. We anticipate fewer server issues in June 2012. 

Q.  Is this only for Regents exams or does this include state exam as well?
A. This presentation only applies to Regents exams.

Q. If students are absent that day do they get to take the test on another day?
A. According to state regulations, students who are absent the day of testing will not be eligible to take the test on a different day. 

Q.  How do we access the scoring materials?
A. NYSED emails PDF password daily directly to principals

Q. Is there a place to get more information about the RCT process?  What about the non-Regents language exams?
A. You can e-mail specific questions to Bert Wyman at BWyman@schools.nyc.gov.

Q.  Are any parts of these exams hand scored? Is there any part of the Integrated Algebra and Living Environment exam that is hand scored?
A. No- everything is scored by teachers and then scanned – ATS calculates score for all exams 

Q. Are August Regents procedures the same?
A. We anticipate the procedures will be mostly the same but will distribute any guidance regarding any changes.

Q.  For August Regents:  will we be grading our own exams still, or does August count as next year?
A. Schools may still grade their own exams in August 2012.

Q.  Does this presentation only apply for 9th grade and up?
A. This applies for any student administered any of the scanned Regents exams, even if they are below 9th grade.

