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Interview with Joel Klein, NYCDOE Chancellor

Korean parents show high enthusiasm in their children’s education but little participation durning
school events

Joel I Klein, Chancellor of New York City’s Department of Education, strongly praised Korean
parents’ interest in their child’s education. “Kerean parents show great interest in their children’s
education. I think that’s the reason why there are so many Korean students at high ranking
schools, and the reason why they obtain high grades.”™

When [ mterviewed Mr. Klein at the “NYC Back to School Kick-off” event. he said. “Including
Korean parents, Asian parents have low participation rate at educational events, regardless of
their children’s high performance. I wish that parents would express their concerns not just at
home. but also at school or at DOE events as well.”

He eluded giving an answer to the question regarding the adaptation of Korean language classes.
Instead he said, “Adding more schools with Dual language programs would be a good
alternative.” PS 32 in Flushing is the only school that is cwrently offering a Korean and English
Dual language program.

Mr. Klein said “New York City is the place where all different ethnic groups live together. This
multicultural environment benefits students by developing their global competitiveness.”

According to Mr. Klein, there are 168 different languages spoken in NYC.
Mr. Klein received his BA from Columbia University and earned his J.D. from Harvard Law

School He has also worked as Assistant Attorney General in charge of the U.S. Department of
Justice’s antitrust division, and led landmark cases against Microsoft.



