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Syllabus: Eighth Grade Social Studies 2010-2011

Course Description

The Eighth Grade American History course is a fascinating year long Social Studies Class spanning American History from the 1800’s until the present day.

New York State students are no longer required to take the NYS Social Studies Exam; however a final exam will be administered covering content from Seventh and Eighth grades. In addition there is a mandated Eighth Grade Exit Project which is a creative research–based assignment. The Exit Project must be successfully completed for entrance into high school.  The required text is United States History and New York History: Post-Civil War to the Present, Holt McDougal 2010.
Units of Study and Essential Questions

Unit 1. 
A Growing America (1850-1914) As Americans move West we study the Industrial Age, Immigrants and Urban Life.
Essential question:  How did industrialization and immigration change the face of American life?
Unit 2. 
The Beginning of Modern America (1867-1929) We study the progressive spirit of reform, America as a world power and World War I. 

Essential question: How do people affect change and reform?
Unit 3. 
Boom Times and Challenges (1919-1945) We visit the Roaring Twenties, The Great Depression and World War II.
Essential question: How does a nation respond to economic changes?

Unit 4.  
Postwar America (1945-1975) We explore the early years of the Cold War, The Civil Rights Movement and The Vietnam War years.
Essential question: How has America reacted to the challenges of the modern world?

Unit 5.
Modern America (1968–Present) Searching for order, America looks to the future. We explore the end of the twentieth century and the road ahead.
Essential question: What impact will you make as a citizen of the United States?
Class Expectations

Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to begin work. Each day the student should place his/her Social Studies notebook on the desk, along with the homework to be checked. Students are expected to show respect for their teachers, classmates and for themselves.

Class Materials
· Folder for handouts and forms

· Black /Blue pens 

· Number two pencils

· Highlighter 

· Notebook ( for daily notebook check)

· Each student has a textbook to study with at home.

Grading Policy

Student grades will be calculated on the following:

Tests & Projects 


40%

Quizzes



20%

Homework



20%

Notebooks/ Class work

20%

Class Participation and Homework


Class participation is important in Social Studies. This means taking an active part in class discussions and class activities. Students are expected to pay attention and complete the task or assignment to the best of her/his ability.

Homework is very important and is used to reinforce concepts taught in class. Homework is graded and counts toward the grade each marking period.
