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Syllabus: Eighth Grade Honors Social Studies, 2010 – 2011
 

Course Description
 
            The Eighth Grade Honors Program Social Studies course covers American History from the 19th century through the modern era.  Eighth Grade Social Studies students begin their coursework where the chronological Seventh Grade content ends, which is the Civil War and Reconstruction Eras.  Students entering Eighth Grade begin with a review of late Seventh Grade material.  Students are provided with an exploratory and in-depth chronological study of American history as applied through skills.  Previously in New York State, at the conclusion of Eighth Grade, students took the Social Studies Exam.  Although this exam is no longer state-mandated, a similar exam, which reflects both content and those skills embedded in Seventh and Eighth Grades will be given and considered part of the student’s “Final Examination”.  In addition to the class providing a higher-level focus on both content and skills, students will be introduced to and prepared for the rigors of high school and the Regents Exams.  The course begins with the notion and practice of “culture” as this will be a recurring theme throughout the year.  The culmination of coursework will be the mandated Eighth Grade Exit Project, a multi-faceted research-based creative assignment, which must be successfully completed for high school entrance. 
 
Class Materials
 
Students are expected to come to class daily, on time, prepared for a structured form of instruction with:
            
1.       Three-ring notebook with lined-paper for note-taking, activities, and additional instructional materials;
2.       folder for the maintenance of class handouts, forms, research materials, and other papers of this nature;
3.       black/blue pens; 
4.       number two pencils (with a pencil sharpener and eraser); and 
5.       additional items to be discussed as the academic year progresses.
 
Units of Study with Guiding Questions
 
I.  “Culture” as Applied Through the Writing Process
How can a value-laden individual culture be expressed by means of the formal writing process?
 
II.  Seventh-Grade Review
How can history be reviewed to understand its advancing and “repeating” nature?
 
III.  Industrial Revolution
            What is the interrelation between the growth of industry and the growth of invention?
 
IV.  Immigration
            How did the Immigration Movement impact American culture in history and today?
            
V.  Progressive Era
            Why was the Progressive Era required to remedy historical problems? 
 
VI.  Imperialism
How did America expand “out of its borders” to establish an international reputation?
 
VII.  World War I
            How can the evolution of an imperialistic America resolve world crises?
                                                                                                                                    
VIII.  Roaring Twenties / Great Depression 
            Why would a culturally “uneasy” time period lead to economic disaster? 
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IX.  World War II
How do other nations’ problems have the power to impact a more-powerful America?                                                                                                                       
XI.  America as Leader of the Free World / Cold War / Spread of Communism
Why does America, as a superpower, hold a certain responsibility when faced with an obstacle to world peace?
 
XII.  Civil Rights Movement and Post-Cold War Era
            In light of world peace, who else must America support and protect? 
 
XIII.  Study of Modern Era and Final Exam Review 
How can the use of this year’s skills’ practice help uncover American history as a series of changes in culture that tend to repeat themselves?
 
Course Expectations
 
            Students are expected to come to class on time, immediately beginning preparation for instruction, and fully ready to be active participants in class.  Student participation includes involvement in class discussions and all class activities.  Students are expected to show respect for their teachers, classmates, and for themselves.  All work, including classwork, homework, and graded assignments, are expected to be completed on time, appropriately, and to the best of individual students’ ability.  The school-supported “Three-Day Rule” is implemented whereby credit is deducted on late assignments and will not be accepted after the third day following the due date (extenuating circumstances considered on a case-by-case basis).  Further, a missed exam for a legitimate reason allows for one scheduled makeup exam during school hours.  Each student is given the opportunity for a successful academic year.  Adherence to RKA Honors Program policies are strictly enforced. 
 
Course Objectives
 
Critical Reading Skills:   Students will be able to effectively read for both comprehension and analysis.  Emphasis will be 
placed on advancement of reading skills for future grade, and exam, readiness.
 
Formal Writing Skills:     Students will be able to advance writing skills to develop processes and understanding required to write complete essays, Document Based Question (DBQ) Essays, research papers, and  
                                    additional projects.  Further, students will be able to develop a perspective-based approach  
                                   whereby they are able to express their thoughts, feelings, and creativity in their writing.                                 
 
Class Discussions:        Students will be able to effectively communicate with, and listen to, others in both small and 
                                      larger group discussions.  Students will be able to comprehend the idea of an “open-minded”                               
debate whereby they are able to understand and respond to others’ perspective.                            
 
Course Requirements / Grading Policy
 
            Student grades will be calculated based on five parts: tests/projects (40%); quizzes (20%); classwork including notebook (20%); and homework (20%).  Assignments that do no correspond to directions will result in point-deduction.  Students found cheating and/or plagiarizing will receive a “zero” for that assignment and potentially, school-imposed consequences.  Students are responsible for making up missed work when late and/or absent.  Should any concerns exist regarding grades, the student should speak to me in a timely manner.
 
            Student assessments include essays, DBQs, perspective-based written projects, research projects, in-class creative assignments, multiple-choice exams, in-class quizzes, homework, and daily classwork assignments.  Select written pieces will be compiled to a form a content-based, skill-building portfolio.  All components of our academic year build toward the Eighth-Grade Exit Project and the Two-Part Final Examination.
 

