Mr. Dimitrios Paradisis
Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy
Email: dparadisis@schools.nyc.gov

Syllabus: Eighth Grade 2010-2011
Course Description
	The Eighth Grade Social Studies curriculum conforms to NYS State Social Studies Standards for Middle School students.  The course takes students on a journey of discovery, inquiry, and fact finding from the review of elements of the seventh grade curriculum to the expanding nation in the late 19th century, culminating the journey in the 21st century. We will consider: geographic, historic, social, economic, and political elements of these societies.  Preparation for the high school Social Studies regents exams will also be an important focal point.
Class Materials
1. A 3 – ring binder with loose leaf-paper, with a section SPECIFIC for       Social Studies.
2. A pocket folder to collect your class projects, tests, and overall work      (i.e. class portfolio).
Units of Study
I. A Growing America (1850-1914)
II. The Beginning of Modern America (1867-1920)
III. Booming Times and Challenges (1919-1945)
IV. Post War America (1945-1975)
V. Modern America (1968 – present day)
Essential Question for Unit I: How did industrialization and immigration change the face of America?
Essential Question for Unit II:  How do people effect change and reform?
Essential Question for Unit III: How does a Nation respond to Economic changes?
Essential Question for Unit IV: How do competing views of power and morality lead to Global conflict?
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 Essential Question for Unit V: How has America reacted to the challenges of the Modern World?						
Course Expectations
	Students will be successful in this course if they enter the classroom prepared and enthusiastic to participate in classroom: instruction, discussions, and all activities.  Demonstrating respect for the learning environment, each other, the teacher, and developed work will also determine a student’s success in this course of study.  All assignments and directions are expected to be completed timely.
Classroom Procedure to follow for successful outcomes:
1. Line up outside the classroom door before entering.
2. Enter through the front door and sit down in your seat.
3. Create your heading in your notebook/on loose leaf as instructed.
4. Copy the “Aim” and “Do Now.”
5. Answer the “Do Now” of the day.
6. Give your full attention to the “I Do” Teacher centered instruction.
7. Try your best on the “You Do” individual work quietly.
8. Give your best to the “We Do” group work respectfully and cooperatively.
9. Pay close attention to the lesson summary and final instructions.  Ask questions.
10. Exit orderly through the classroom door of the classroom.  
Course Objectives
Mr. Paradisis will incorporate inquiry based units of Social Studies for students to utilize the following skills, with the goal of mastery:
1. Critical Thinking 
2.  Research and Writing
3. Interpersonal and Group Relation
4. Sequencing and Chronology
5. Map and Globe
6. Graph and Image Analysis
7. Exit Project
8. Eighth grade NYS Social Studies Practice Assessment
Examples of how skills will be developed and assessed include, but are not limited to: historical bibliography, DBQ essays, oral reports, research projects, debating a historical position, and utilizing /analyzing primary sources.

Grading Policy & Course Requirements
	Student grades will be calculated based on: 
1. Tests				20%
2. Projects			20%
3. Quizzes			20%
4. Class work/notebook	10%/10%
5. Homework			20%
Points will be deducted from assignments that are late or that do not conform to given directions.  There is a zero tolerance policy for cheating and plagiarizing.  Students must make up missed work related to absence within 2 days of returning to school.  If there are concerns about a grade students must voice their concerns in a timely manner.
