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Overview 

• What is the NCAA? 

• Initial-Eligibility Requirements 

• Role of the High School 

• Certification Process 

• NEW REQUIREMENTS 



Overview of the NCAA 
• Voluntary organization that governs intercollegiate athletics 

• Division I  
• 346 member schools  

• Typically larger schools 

• Athletic grants-in-aid available 

• Division II   
• 282 member schools 

• Typically small to medium sized  

• Athletic grants-in-aid available 

• Division III   
• 449 member schools 

• Typically smaller schools 

• Grants-in-aid cannot be athletically based 



Who Makes the Rules? 
 

• NCAA Membership 

– Representative structure in Division I  

– Convention voting in Divisions II and III 

– Academic rules generally vetted through academic 
committees  

• Input from secondary school community 



What is NCAA Initial Eligibility? 
 

• Academic requirements that a prospective student-
athlete (PSA) must meet to: 

• Practice 
• Compete 
• Receive athletics aid (scholarship) 

• First year at a Division I or Division II college/university 
• Subsequent years governed by progress-toward-degree 
 academic requirements 

• An enrolled student-athlete may gain/lose eligibility 
in each term 



Evolution of Initial Eligibility 

• 1973: 2.000 minimum high school GPA 

• 1986: 700 SAT/15 ACT; 11 core courses, core GPA: 2.000 

• 1995: 700 SAT/17 ACT; 13 core courses, sliding scale (DI) 

• 2003: Amended sliding scale, 14 core courses (DI)  

• 2005: 14 core courses for DII 

• 2008: 16 core courses for DI 

• 2013: 16 core courses for DII 

• 2016: NEW REQUIREMENTS 



Overview of the NCAA 
 



Commonly Used Terms 
 

• Prospective Student-Athlete (PSA): a student who wishes 
to participate in intercollegiate athletics 

 
• Qualifier:  PSA who meets all initial-eligibility rules.  May 
practice, compete and receive athletics aid 

 
• Partial Qualifier:  Division II only; a PSA who meets some 
but not all initial-eligibility rules.  May practice and receive 
athletics aid but cannot compete during the first year 

 
• Nonqualifier:  PSA who does not meet the initial-eligibility 
rules.  No practice, no competition and no athletics aid during the 
first year 



Four Elements of Initial Eligibility 
 

• Graduation from high school 

• Minimum number of core courses 

• Minimum grade-point average in those core courses 

• Minimum SAT or ACT test score 



NCAA Initial-Eligibility Requirements 

 
Courses Division I Division II 

English 4 3 

Math 3 2 

Science 2 2 

Social Science 2 2 

English, Math or Science 1 3 

Other Core 4 4 

Total 16 16 



NCAA Division I Sliding Scale 
 

 



Division II and Division III Requirements 

• Division II 

– Minimum 2.000 core-course GPA 

– Minimum 820 SAT (critical reading/math only) or 
minimum 68 sum ACT  

– “Partial Qualifier” 

• Division III 

– Based on admission standards 

– No specific NCAA requirements 



Test Scores 
• SAT:   

– Critical reading and math are used.  Writing section is not used 

• ACT:   

– All four subject areas (English, math, science, reading) are combined 
for the sum score 



NCAA Definition of a Core Course 

• English, mathematics, natural/physical science, 
social science, foreign language or comparative 
religion;  

• Academic, four-year college preparatory;  
• Algebra I or higher; 
• Taught by a qualified instructor; and 
• At or above the high school’s regular academic 

level 
 



NCAA Definition of a Core Course 

• “Typical” core courses:  
– AP Calculus BC, Biology, Advanced Composition, 

French V 

• “Typical” non core:   
– Consumer Math, Personal Finance, Resume Writing, 

Fundamentals of Algebra  

• Not so easy:   
– Film Literature, Transition to College Math, English 9 

CP2, Conceptual Physics etc. 

 



NCAA Legislation for Nontraditional Courses 

• Requires teacher/student access and interaction 

– Must be required  

– Must be for the duration of the course 

– Teaching, evaluating and providing feedback 

• Defined time period for completion 

– Allows staff to compare/contrast with what was actually 
completed 

• Student work must be made available 

– Suggests learning management system 

 





How the Process Works 

• PSA registers with NCAA Eligibility Center 

– Registration may occur at any time 

– Academic and amateurism questions 

• Finalize amateurism status on/after April 1 of senior 
year  

• PSA sends ACT and/or SAT scores to EC by using 9999 at 
time of test registration (uploads to EC system) 

• High school personnel sends transcript(s) to EC 



How the Process Works 
• Prioritization 

– “Ready to process” with all documents 

– PSAs on an Institutional Request List 

• EC academic certification staff performs evaluation 

– Compares courses on transcript to courses on high 
school’s list of NCAA courses and inputs those that match 

– Inputs grade and credit 

– Quality control checks performed 

– Computer calculates courses, grades, credits, test scores 
against algorithm 



Role of the High School 

• (1) Update List of NCAA Courses annually 

• (2) Transcripts for juniors and seniors who have 
registered 

– Electronic transcripts 

– HS Portal reports 

• (3) Fee Waivers 



 



 



 



NEW Requirements 

• For students enrolling full time at an NCAA Division I 
college or university on or after August 1, 2016, there are 
three possible academic outcomes: 



 



Overview of Changes 

• Full Qualifiers must: 

– Minimum core-course GPA of 2.300 required; 

– Ten core courses required before beginning of 
the seventh semester. 



Overview of Changes 



Core Course Progression 

• Must complete 10 core courses before seventh semester  
of high school (e.g., senior year). 

• Of the 10 core courses completed, seven must be in the  
area of English, math, or science. 

• These 10 core courses become “locked in” for the purpose of 
GPA calculation.  

– A repeat of one of the “locked in” courses will not be 
used if taken after the seventh semester begins. 



Sharing What’s Worked 

• Develop a comprehensive plan 

– Who needs to be involved? 

– What messages need to be delivered?  When? 

– How? 

• Strategies 

– 8th-9th grade transition 

– Annual check-ups 

– Annual NCAA Info nights 

– Social media, newsletters, email blasts 



Helpful Information 

• www.eligibilitycenter.org 
– 2011-12 Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete 
– High school portal; resources page 

 

• 877/NCAA-EC1 (877/622-2321) 
– Dedicated to the high school community 

 
 
 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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