Fact Sheet for the Education Champions Fellowship established by America Achieves

Purpose of Education Champions
e To amplify voices of principals and teachers.
e To advise policy makers and champion the importance of improving our education system so that we
can achieve excellence and equity in all American classrooms.
e To communicate lessons learned in schools and classrooms to key decision makers and the broader
public.

What have the Fellows done so far?

e Since joining the community in September 2010, Fellows participated in both of NBC’s Education
Nation summits, where they spoke on panels, participated in teacher town halls, and conducted
interviews with national and local media outlets.

e Fellows have met for three conferences to exchange best practices and provide substantive and candid
advice to policymakers and leaders in education on such topics as Common Core Standards and ESEA
reauthorization.

e The Fellows have a virtual network where they exchange thought-provoking reflection on their
experiences as educators. The network has become a valuable tool for all the participants to support
each other in schools across the country.

e Many of the Fellows have been involved in educating policy makers in their local communities and state
capitols through testimony and media interviews.

Who are the Fellows?
e The current class of fellows includes 41 teachers and 8 principals, all whom have helped their students
achieve outstanding levels of achievement and improvement in their classrooms and schools.
e They reside in 17 different states, with representation in all of the major regions of the US.
The group is highly diverse with regards to ethnicity, age, and years of experience. The teachers have
experience in a variety of classroom contexts--from kindergarten to high school chemistry and art. They
hold a variety of leadership posts—from math chair to union representative.

What are we looking for in an Education Champion Fellow?
e We are seeking applications from educators who are highly effective in their schools and committed to
three principles:
1. All children can achieve at high-levels when adults take responsibility to make this happen
2. Effective educators can improve the education system by engaging in the policy process
3. Public conversations about education must be evidence-based, include diverse stakeholders,
and be conducted with respect for differences of opinion.

Do Fellows receive compensation?
e Education Champions will receive stipends for active participation.
e All travel and lodging costs are covered when fellows go to conferences

What is America Achieves?

e America Achieves is a non-profit organization that will shine a spotlight on successful educators and
programs, distill lessons learned and the evidence base, and support promising state and local efforts that
drive large-scale improvements in education and outcomes for young people. This work will help
America become a global leader in educational excellence and equity and prepare all young people for
success in careers, college, and citizenship.
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