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SAT Participation for Juniors in NYC
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In March 2016, New York City piloted an SAT administration during the school day for juniors in 91 schools. 

It drove a substantial increase in participation.

30,482
32,699 33,021 33,837

36,942
40,462

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

The number and percent of juniors who took the SAT at least once in three 

years of high school

38.1
41.0 42.8 44.2

48.1
52.4

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Percent Change

Since 2015 +9.5%

Since 2011 +32.7%

Percentage Point Change
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Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Student-

level SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. 

Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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NYC SAT Participation for Juniors by Ethnicity
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Since 2011 +2.9 pts

Asian Black Hispanic White

Results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Student-level SAT data 

are available starting with the Class of 2011. Juniors are defined as students in their third year of high school. Point changes are based on 

unrounded numbers.
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2015-16 SAT Reporting Updates
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For prior releases of SAT results for seniors, the NYC DOE used the aggregate 

results provided by the College Board. This year, we have created the aggregate 

results using student-level datasets that are then matched to DOE records. This is 

a better approach because the data links back to our own demographic and cohort 

information, better aligns to data reported on the School Quality Reports, and 

allows us to develop more nuanced analyses. 

Because of this new method, participation and performance numbers may differ 

from those provided before. For example, last year, we reported 48,678 students 

took the SAT by their senior year in 2015. However, this year we report 45,533 for 

2015.  

We are taking this approach this year to ensure a nuanced analytical approach 

regarding the introduction of the new SAT in March 2016 and the pilot of the SAT 

School Day in 91 high schools.
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Starting in 2016, results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Because 

students who are not matched are not included, numbers are lower than previously reported. Student-level SAT data are available starting with 

the Class of 2011. Seniors are defined as students in their 4th year of high school. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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NYC SAT Participation for Seniors
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The number and percent of the 9th grade cohort who took the SAT 

at least once in 4 years of high school
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Since 2015 +0.7%
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Since 2011 +6.5 pts
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NYC SAT Participation for Seniors by Ethnicity
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Starting in 2016, results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Because 

students who are not matched are not included, numbers are lower than previously reported. Student-level SAT data are available starting with 

the Class of 2011. Seniors are defined as students in their 4th year of high school. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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NYC SAT Performance by Subject for Seniors

Score Point Change

Since 2015 -2 pts 

Since 2011 +3 pts

Score Point Change

Since 2015 +0 pts 

Since 2011 +8 pts

Score Point Change

Since 2015 -2 pts

Since 2011 +6 pts

Starting in 2016, results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Because students who are not matched 

are not included, numbers are lower than previously reported. Student-level SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Seniors are defined as students in 

their 4th year of high school. Scores reflect the citywide averages of students’ latest score in 4 years of high school. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.
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SAT Scores by Subject for Seniors for NYC, the Nation 

and the Rest of New York State (ROS)
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Results reflect averages of the latest scores of seniors based on expected graduation year. NYC results are based on student-level 

data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. National and ROS results are based on aggregate data 

released by the College Board. NYC point changes are based on unrounded numbers.



9

523 522 506 504 507 503

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

564 562
485 486 487 488

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

421 421 416 417 408 406

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

410 409 415 414 406 404

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

Math WritingReading

-1 pts -1 pts

-1 pts +1 pts +1 pts -1 pts -3 pts -4 pts

+0 pts +1 pts -2 pts

NYC SAT Scores by Subject for Seniors by Ethnicity
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Starting in 2016, results for all years are based on student-level data provided by the College Board that are matched to DOE records. Because students who are not matched 

are not included, numbers are lower than previously reported. Student-level SAT data are available starting with the Class of 2011. Seniors are defined as students in 

their 4th year of high school. Scores reflect the citywide averages of students’ latest score in 4 years of high school. Point changes are based on unrounded numbers.


