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Summary of Proposal 

 

On May 2, 2013, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) issued an Educational Impact 

Statement (“EIS”) and a Building Utilization Plan (“BUP”) describing a proposal to co-locate a new 

public charter school, Boys Preparatory Charter School of the Bronx (84XTBD, “Boys Prep”), which will 

serve male students in kindergarten through fifth grades, in building X107 (“X107”), located at 1695 

Seward Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473, in Community School District 8 (“District 8”), beginning in the 

2014-2015 school year. Building X107 currently houses P.S. 107 (08X107, “P.S. 107”), an existing 

elementary school serving students in kindergarten through fifth grades and offering a pre-kindergarten 

program. If this proposal is approved, beginning in 2014-2015 Boys Prep will be co-located with P.S. 

107 in building X107. Boys Prep will open with kindergarten and first grade and will add one grade each 

year until it serves students in kindergarten through fifth grades.  

 

In May 2010, the State University of New York (“SUNY”) Charter Schools Institute authorized Boys 

Prep to serve kindergarten through fifth grades. However, the school took three planning years to better 

prepare for opening. Boys Prep will be managed by the Public Prep charter management organization 

(“CMO”). Public Prep currently operates two public charter schools in New York City.  

If this proposal is approved, Boys Prep will begin serving 90-120 kindergarten and first-grade students in 

the 2014-2015 school year in building X107. Boys Prep will continue to phase in one grade at a time 

until it reaches full-scale, serving students in grades kindergarten through five in 2018-2019. Boys Prep 

will admit male students via its charter lottery application process, with preference given to District 8 

residents. The charter lottery application process is explained further in the EIS. P.S. 107 is a zoned 

school and will remain as such.  

The DOE has identified building X107 as an “under-utilized” building. According to the 2011-2012 

Enrollment Capacity Utilization Report (“Blue Book”), building X107 has the capacity to serve 733 

students. In 2012-2013, P.S. 107 is serving 489 students in kindergarten through fifth grades and 18 

students in pre-kindergarten. This yields a utilization rate of approximately 67%, which indicates that the 

building is under-utilized and has space to accommodate additional students. If this proposal is approved, 

in 2018-2019, once Boys Prep has fully phased in, Boys Prep is projected to serve 270-360 students in 

kindergarten through fifth grades, and P.S. 107 is expected to serve 408-468 students, for a total of 678-



828 students, yielding a building utilization rate of approximately 92%-113%.  

As discussed in EIS and in the BUP, the building has sufficient space to provide both schools with space 

appropriate for their respective needs, despite the possibility of a utilization rate over 100%. Although a 

utilization rate in excess of 100% may suggest that a building will be over-utilized or over-crowded in a 

given year, this rate does not account for the fact that rooms may be programmed for more efficient or 

different uses than the standard assumptions in the utilization calculation. In addition, charter school 

enrollment plans are frequently based on larger class sizes than target capacity, contributing to building 

utilizations above 100% while not impacting the utilization of the space allocated to the traditional public 

school. Therefore, the X107 building has the capacity to accommodate all the existing schools at full 

scale.  

The details of this proposal are available in an EIS and BUP which can be accessed here:  

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/June2013Proposals.htm. 

 

Copies of the EIS and BUP are also available in the main office of P.S. 107. 

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearings 

 

A joint public hearing regarding this proposal was held at the X107 building on June 11, 2013. 

At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal.  

Approximately 50 members of the public attended the hearing, and 7 people spoke.  Present at 

the meeting were P.S. 107 Principal Katherine Hamm; P.S. 107 School Leadership Team 

(“SLT”) Representatives Ms. Rivera and Ms. Spencer; District 8 Community Superintendent 

Timothy Behr; District 8 Community Education Council (“CEC 8”) members Otis Thomas, 

Laurine Berry, Janet Bosch, and Lisa Mateo; State University of New York (“SUNY”) Charter 

Schools Representative, Maureen Murphy; Stephanie Crane from the DOE’s Office of Public 

Affairs, and Ashley Davies and Allison Wood from the DOE’s Division of Portfolio Planning.  

 

 

The following questions, comments, and remarks were made at the joint public hearing: 

 

1. CEC 8 Member Otis Thomas spoke in opposition to the co-location proposal and made the 

following comments: 

a. There are two other schools in the district, P.S. 138 and P.S. 182, which have been 

overcrowded for years, and the DOE should look to alleviate the overcrowding at 

those schools by sending more students to P.S. 107.  

b. District 8 is getting a new school which will serve elementary school students, but 

that area is not safe for children due to the high volume of traffic.  

c. The principal of P.S. 107 is wonderful and willing to serve additional students.  

d. The DOE did not include P.S. 107 in a recent rezoning proposal because it had plans 

to site a charter in the building all along.  

2. One commenter said she has a daughter at Girls Prep, and is looking forward to sending her 

son to Boys Prep.  

3. One commenter who spoke in support of the co-location proposal stated that her daughter 

attends Girls Prep, and she is glad the school shares space with M.S. 302 because otherwise 

her daughter would have had to go to her overcrowded zoned school.  

4. One commenter with a child at Girls Prep also spoke in support of the proposal and stated 

that people in the building where Girls Prep shares space are polite and that sharing the space 

does not take away from what the schools have.  

5. Several commenters expressed support for the proposal and for an all-boys charter school 

serving the community. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2012-2013/June2013Proposals.htm


6. One commentator spoke in opposition to charter schools stating that schools should serve the 

students in the neighborhood.  

7. Several commentators stated that P.S. 107 should ease overcrowding by serving more 

students who are currently zoned to other public schools.  

8. Several commentators expressed support for the teachers and principal at P.S. 107 and how 

hard they work.  

9. One commentator contended that parents mistakenly believe that charter schools perform 

better than district schools.  

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

 

No written or oral comments were received.  

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

Comments 1(a), (c), (d), and 7 concern a recent rezoning proposal in the Soundview portion of 

District 8 and the DOE’s strategy for reducing overcrowding in that area.  

 

In the fall of 2012, CEC 8 approved a rezoning proposal involving P.S. 138, P.S. 100, and P.S. 

182 to reduce the size of the P.S. 138 zone and alleviate overcrowding. The DOE sought to 

minimize the disruption to families by limiting the number of schools impacted by the proposal 

and the number of students having to travel across geographical barriers to attend their zoned 

school. In this case, a park in the Soundview area would have interrupted zone lines had P.S. 107 

been included in the rezoning. As a result, the DOE determined that it was not appropriate to 

include P.S. 107 in the rezoning, notwithstanding that the P.S. 107 principal is willing to accept 

more students who are currently zoned to different schools.  

 

Furthermore, this co-location proposal may help to alleviate overcrowding by creating additional 

elementary school seats in District 8, as well as offering priority admission to students who are 

residents of District 8. 

 

Comment 1(b) makes reference to the new District 8 school site proposed by the School 

Construction Authority which is currently in the public review process phase. The site is not 

geographically proximate to the X107 building and thus this comment is not directly related to 

the proposal and does not require a response.    

 

Comments 2-5 express support for the co-location proposal.  

 

These commenters shared their positive experiences with Girls Prep, another single-sex charter 

school managed by the same Charter Management Organization, Public Prep, which will manage 

Boys Prep. The commenters believe that Boys Prep will be a similar, high-quality option for 

families in District 8.  

 

Comment 6 expresses concern that the new school will not serve students in the neighborhood.  

 

Although Boys Prep is not a zoned school, the school will give admissions priority to all students 

residing within District 8, including pupils who live within the P.S. 107 zone.  

 

Comment 8 expresses support for the current principal and staff of P.S.107 and does not require 

a response. 

 



Comment 9 discusses alleged misconceptions about the performance of charter schools in 

comparison to district schools.   

 

Based on New York City Charter School Center findings, NYC charter schools have outperformed the 

citywide district averages in ELA and Math proficiency on statewide exams each year from 2009-2010 

through 2011-2012. In terms of academic growth, from 2010-2011 to 2011-2012, NYC charter school 

students’ ELA proficiency increased by seven percentage points (from 44.5% in 2010-2011 to 51.5%), 

four points greater than the increase in traditional district schools (44.0% to 46.9%). NYC charter 

performance increased by three points in Math (from 68.4% to 72.0%), on par with district school 

students’ increase (from 57.4% to 60.0%).  

 

NYC Charter schools have also performed better than traditional public schools on the NYC Progress 

Report, earning a higher percentage of As, and a higher average percentile rank than district schools. On 

the 2011-2012 Progress Report, close to half (46%) of all charter schools received an A grade, compared 

to only 25% of public schools citywide. In addition to receiving higher overall grades, NYC charters 

also scored better in each subcategory: Progress, Performance, and Environment. For more information 

and the full report, the study can be accessed here: 

http://www.nyccharterschools.org/sites/default/files/resources/nyc_charter_school_test_analysis_2012_0

.pdf 

 

It should be further noted that, pursuant to the Charter School Act, inadequate student achievement, 

among other things, may lead to the termination or revocation of a charter school’s charter by its 

authorizer. 

 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

 No changes have been made to this proposal. 

 

http://www.nyccharterschools.org/sites/default/files/resources/nyc_charter_school_test_analysis_2012_0.pdf
http://www.nyccharterschools.org/sites/default/files/resources/nyc_charter_school_test_analysis_2012_0.pdf

