nySTART Grades 3-8 ELA Tested/ Not Tested Report 
Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Grades 3-8 ELA Tested/ Not Tested report and why is it important?

This report allows schools to see the following:

· All students who were on register on any given day within the testing period and thus the school is responsible to test
· The demographic and subgroup information of the aforementioned students.
· The testing status (tested or not tested) for the aforementioned students
· The NYSAA and NYSESLAT eligibility information for the aforementioned students.
This report will inform schools of who should have been tested, their demographic and subgroup information and allow them to make any corrections necessary in our DOE source systems.

The exams were just scored and scanned.  Is the tested/ not tested information completely accurate?

This report will be updated weekly through March 10th with the latest testing statuses for all students.  The majority of exams for Grades 3-8 were scored, scanned and forwarded to SED, however, a few of the make up exams, and exams that had errors on the answer docs may not have made it to SED before the first deadline.  If a school believes the testing status of a particular student is incorrect, they should contact the Assessment Implementation Director or CFN liaison immediately for assistance.   The last date for NYCDOE to submit test records to SED is March 2nd and said testing information will be included in the reports online as of March 10th.  After that date, the assessment statuses will not change, and only adjustments to the demographic and subgroup information will be made.

What should a school do if the demographic information is inaccurate?

Please note that due to a reporting error, the LEP designation information in this report does not appear at this time.  We are hopeful that this information will be corrected no later than March 10th, and will keep schools informed via Principals” Weekly. 

If any other demographic information is inaccurate, schools must review the information in our source systems and make the necessary corrections.  If you believe that the information in the source system contradicts what is in nySTART, please contact the Accountability Data and Support Specialist (ADSS) at nystartsupport@schools.nyc.gov.

Why are the first year ELLs who are eligible to take the NYSESLAT, and the SE students who are eligible to take the NYSAA listed as “not tested”?

This report refers to the testing status of students who participate in the New York State ELA testing program, and as such students who take a different exam will appear as not tested.

What do UGS and UGE mean?
Al l students who are “NYSAA eligible” are listed as UGE (ungraded elementary school age), and UDS (ungraded secondary school age).  All students with this designation have been reported to SED as NYSAA eligible.   NYSAA eligibility is determined by the N in the “participates in citywide testing” field in CAP.

What should schools be reviewing?

Schools should review the demographic, and subgroup information for each child as well as the testing status for each student listed.  Schools can begin to determine if they have met the 95% participation rate required for each subgroup using this report, but must be mindful that the NYSESLAT and NYSAA information will not be available until April and May respectively.  

How do schools know if this information is correct?

The following information is available in ATS to assist with attendance and NCLB/ SED subgroup information:

· The RDGS report in ATS lists the subgroup information for all students.  

· The RGAR is the register and attendance rate report

Please note that if a student was registered in a school on any given day of the exam period, the school is held responsible for testing that child.  The NYSED official exam dates were as follows:  Jan12-23 for Grades 3-5; Jan 20- 30 for Grades 6-8.
What if my school is a K, Grade 1, K-1, K-2, or high school?

There are no tested/ not tested reports for early childhood and high schools to review.
What if there is an error?

All demographic inaccuracies noted must be corrected in ATS, CAP or HSST and changes made by Wednesday of any given week will be reflected in nySTART within two weeks thereafter.  The report will only include students who were on register on any day of the NYSED official state testing window (Jan 12-23 for Grades 3-5; January 20-30 for Grades 6-8).   If an error regarding the testing status is noted, schools may contact the Assessment Implementation Director (AID) or CFN Liaison.  
Please be reminded that first year ELLs who are scheduled to take the NYSESLAT, and ungraded students who participated in the NYSAA will appear as “not tested” as they did not take the Grade 3-8 Standard ELA exam.   
How is this report helpful to a school?

Schools can also compare the BEDS Day enrollment report with this report, as schools will be held accountable for the performance of students who appear on BOTH reports.  This report will also help highlight what data needs to be “cleaned” so when accountability verification reports are released, the information will be completely accurate.
If you have a question or want to report a problem that you are unable to fix, please contact the OA service desk at OAservicedesk@schools.nyc.gov or at 212-374-6646.  
