
 1 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

NEW YORK CITY  12 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION -  13 

DIVISION OF PORTFOLIO 14 

PLANNING 15 

Partial Temporary Re-Siting of P.S. 16 

46 in the 2015-2016 School Year 17 

 18 

Building X045 19 

2502 Lorillard Place 20 

Bronx, NY 10458 21 

 22 

February 9, 2015 23 

5:30pm 24 

 25 



 2 

 [START 435937MASTER] 1 

MS. MARIA QUAIL:  Okay.  Good evening, 2 

everyone.  This is a joint public hearing of the 3 

Department of Education Community Education 4 

Council 10 and School Leadership Teams for the 5 

proposed temporary partial re-siting and 6 

colocation of PS46, Edgar Allan Poe, with Thomas 7 

C. Giordano, Middle School 45, in Building X045 8 

beginning in the 2015/2016 school year.  I am 9 

Maria Quail, the Chancellor's Designee for 10 

tonight's hearing.  We have asked the District 11 

10 Community Education Council and the School 12 

Leadership Teams from PS46 and Middle School 45 13 

to participate in this joint public hearing.  I 14 

am joined tonight by Principal Jennifer 15 

Alexander Ade from PS46, SLT by--is Michael 16 

Morgan [phonetic] here? 17 

MALE VOICE:  No. 18 

FEMALE VOICE:  No. 19 

MS. QUAIL:  No.  Okay.  Robin Cutler 20 

[phonetic] from Middle School 45 and Marvin 21 

Shelton from CEC 10, as well as Anna Giordano, 22 

Principal of PS--Middle School 45.  This hearing 23 

is being audio and video recorded.  The purpose 24 

of this hearing is for you to provide comments 25 
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about the proposal.  Before I describe the 1 

proposal, I want to make sure that you are aware 2 

of the opportunity to provide your input.  All 3 

those who wish to speak must sign up in the 4 

speaker sign-up area located just outside the 5 

auditorium.  The sign-up list will close in 15 6 

minutes.  Speakers will be given the floor in 7 

the order that they are signed up to speak.  All 8 

comments are limited to two minutes.  There may 9 

be elected officials who arrive at different 10 

times throughout the evening.  If they wish to 11 

speak, we will do our best to accommodate them 12 

at the first opportune moment.  Those who are 13 

here at the start of the public comment segment 14 

will be asked to speak first.  All comments will 15 

be mentioned in the analysis of public comment 16 

to be published and provided to the Panel for 17 

Educational Policy the evening before the panel 18 

votes.  That vote is scheduled for Wednesday, 19 

February 25th.  In addition, we welcome any 20 

comments and feedback you may have prior to 24 21 

hours before the panel votes on this proposal.  22 

The email address and phone number where 23 

comments may be made are 24 

d10proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  I'll repeat that.  25 
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d10proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  And the 1 

telephone number is (212) 374-5159.  The 2 

proposal summary.  PS46 is an existing zoned 3 

elementary school that serves students in 4 

kindergarten through 5th grade in Building X046, 5 

Mini Building X846 and Annex X831.  The purpose 6 

of this proposal is to temporarily re-site one 7 

grade level of PS46 from its current building, 8 

X046, to Building X045, where PS46's grade level 9 

would be colocated with existing District Middle 10 

School 45 for a four-year period beginning in 11 

the 2015/2016 school year. 12 

FEMALE VOICE:  Do you need a translator? 13 

MS. QUAIL:  Do you need a translator? 14 

FEMALE VOICE:  - - yes. 15 

MALE VOICE:  - - . 16 

FEMALE VOICE:  I can translate.  It doesn't 17 

seem she's here, but I'll translate. 18 

MS. QUAIL:  Okay.  A project to build an 19 

addition to the X046 building is scheduled to 20 

begin in the 2015/2016 school year, which will 21 

require PS46 to temporarily re-site some of its 22 

students.  This addition is anticipated to add 23 

approximately 650 seats for District 10, which 24 

is in need of additional capacity.  If this 25 
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proposal is approved, PS46's 5th grade students 1 

will be colocated for four years with Middle 2 

School 45 in Building X045 while the addition 3 

project is completed.  Specifically, the 4 

construction of the addition is anticipated to 5 

be completed prior to the start of the 2019/2020 6 

school year, at which time, the PS46 students 7 

being served at X045 will return to X046 and 8 

Annex X831.  Students currently attending PS46 9 

will have the opportunity to remain enrolled in 10 

PS46, though they may be cited in the X045 11 

building instead of at the X046 campus.  And 12 

future students can continue to choose to attend 13 

PS46 Elementary School.  This proposal is not 14 

expected to impact the admissions, enrollment, 15 

educational or extracurricular options of 16 

students currently attending PS46 or Middle 17 

School 45.  Details of the proposal can be found 18 

in the Educational Impact Statement copies, of 19 

which are available here tonight.  Okay.  So at 20 

this moment, we're going to have Mr. Marvin 21 

Shelton from the CEC, he's President of the CEC, 22 

make a statement. 23 

MR. MARVIN SHELTON:  Thank you.  I support 24 

the proposed temporary partial re-siting and 25 
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colocation of PS46's 5th grade in the MS45 1 

building for the term delineated. 2 

MS. QUAIL:  Okay.  At this moment, if anyone 3 

from the SLT would like to make a statement.  4 

Okay.  Robin Cutler does not want to make a 5 

statement.  So we've now concluded the formal 6 

presentations and we're going to open the floor 7 

for any public comments.  Speakers will be given 8 

the floor in the order in which they signed up.  9 

And all comments are limited to two minutes.  10 

Our first speaker is Principal Giordano. 11 

MS. ANNA MARIA GIORDANO:  Thank you.  I just 12 

have a few questions that I know cannot be 13 

answered here, but I'd like them as part of the 14 

record for the meeting so that whoever makes the 15 

decision can reconsider some of-- 16 

MALE VOICE:  [Interposing] Yeah. 17 

MS. GIORDANO:  I just had some comments that 18 

I'd like to be placed in the record for my 19 

concerns, possibly to receive some consideration 20 

and possibly some answers.  So my first one is--21 

and Mr. Day [phonetic] and I discussed it--22 

having a new set of 5th grade students here 23 

every year instead of having a continuous group 24 

of students here because the--every year, new 25 
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students, new parents.  It kind of has to--you 1 

have to reacclimate to the building.  So having 2 

one continuous group of students stay for the 3 

four years seems to alleviate some of that angst 4 

that parents may have.  I have two computer labs 5 

on that floor, and one is on--considered my side 6 

and one is not, so I need some assistance.  And 7 

I don't know how that works in moving that down 8 

to the floor we're going to be occupying.  By my 9 

numbers, we need three rooms that were not 10 

considered by my enrollment numbers so I need 11 

three rooms somewhere.  I don't know how that's 12 

going to work.  Are we entitled to another 13 

school safety agent for that floor?  'Cause we 14 

always have issues with school safety, absences, 15 

I'm not, you know, so if I only have two on site 16 

that day, how does that impact the fourth floor?  17 

Another concern was student support staff 18 

services and will an administrator be on site 19 

all day and every day if, of course, your, let's 20 

say, guidance counselor, of course, has to be at 21 

your site, who's going to assist?  You know, God 22 

forbid there are some issues upstairs.  And my 23 

concern or question regarding the main office 24 

staff.  So I have a main office.  You know, how 25 
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does that phone calling and who goes and 1 

parents come in and--so I think there's a lot of 2 

things--I'm not against this in any way, shape 3 

or form.  I welcome Jennifer and her school 4 

community here.  I was just wondering when that 5 

opportune time was to get some of these concerns 6 

addressed.  Thank you. 7 

MS. QUAIL:  Are there any other speakers? 8 

MS. JENNIFER ALEXANDER ADE:  Hello.  I can 9 

answer some of the concerns, not all of them.  10 

One is we will have an administrator that is 11 

only for our 5th grade that will be here on site 12 

all day, every day, and that's Ms. Bellamy 13 

[phonetic].  She's here tonight with us.  She's 14 

already the administrator of the 5th Grade 15 

Academy so she's used to the kids and how it 16 

works.  The other question, I will also have a 17 

full-time guidance counselor on site here every 18 

day because I have four guidance counselors.  So 19 

one of them is coming to the building.  He's my 20 

5th grade guidance counselor.  He does all the 21 

matriculation, so middle school and all of that 22 

piece, so he's also coming.  So we would like to 23 

have one of the spaces for both of them.  So 24 

those were two of the questions.  I'm also going 25 
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to send a family worker.  She will really be 1 

the office point person so I'm hoping that we 2 

will have a separate phone line upstairs so that 3 

phone calls to the parents and all of those 4 

things, she will take care of that.  So I guess 5 

she would be kind of our main office staff for 6 

the wing.  And so I can answer those, you know, 7 

few questions about-- 8 

FEMALE VOICE:  [Interposing] Good. 9 

MS. ADE:  The computer lab, I was planning 10 

on bringing a computer teacher as well.  He's 11 

actually a special ed teacher so he's going to 12 

be part-time SETSS, so make sure that all of our 13 

5th graders get their SETSS and then also do 14 

computers as a prep for the day. 15 

MS. GIORDANO:  I need that - - is what I'm 16 

saying. 17 

MS. ADE:  No, but he's going to bring his 18 

own computer so I don't know-- 19 

MS. GIORDANO:  [Interposing] I need help-- 20 

MS. ADE:  [Interposing] Yeah. 21 

MS. GIORDANO:  --getting mine down so I 22 

guess that's-- 23 

MS. ADE:  [Interposing] Oh, yeah. 24 

MS. GIORDANO:  -- - - . 25 
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MS. ADE:  I think that that would be a 1 

facilities issue, and I'm sure we can work that 2 

out with Ron Kechapeli [phonetic]-- 3 

MS. GIORDANO:  [Interposing] Oh, okay. 4 

MS. ADE:  --because he also offered to move 5 

some of the furniture that was going to be 6 

moved. 7 

MS. GIORDANO:  Okay. 8 

MS. ADE:  Right. 9 

MS. GIORDANO:  Okay.  That's - - . 10 

MS. ADE:  Yeah.  And actually, I spoke to 11 

Ron.  He's going to help move our smartboards 12 

here so that's one of the things he's going to 13 

do.  All of our classrooms have smartboards so 14 

our teachers are used to that and they're going 15 

to--he said he'll bring them over.  And the--as 16 

far as a continuous group of students, what we 17 

thought about might be best for us is a 18 

continuous group of teachers.  Because if we 19 

switch grades each year, that's a new curriculum 20 

and a new set of teachers.  So we wanted to have 21 

the continuous group of teachers so that they 22 

would stay, set up their rooms, set up the 23 

curriculum, have the books, have the desks, all 24 

of our same 5th Grade Academy teachers and just 25 
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stay for the four years.  What we were 1 

thinking is, if we changed the grade each year, 2 

that would be a new set of teachers that would 3 

have to acclimate themselves to getting started 4 

here, and we want to just have the kids come in 5 

and get started right away and not have, you 6 

know, a new set of teachers, a new curriculum, 7 

or have--if the other thing is to keep the same 8 

teachers for four years, then that would be a 9 

new curriculum for them each year to get used 10 

to, instead of just having their 5th grade 11 

curriculum.  That was - - . 12 

MS. GIORDANO:  - - . 13 

MS. ADE:  Right.  But I think also what Mr. 14 

Day is also thinking too is then you'd have to 15 

be changing books every year so they would have 16 

to be going back to 46 and then bringing new 17 

books here so--yeah.  Okay.  Yeah. 18 

MS. QUAIL:  Okay.  Are there any other 19 

speakers?  So again, we welcome any comments and 20 

feedback prior to 24 hours before the Panel for 21 

Educational Policy votes on this proposal at its 22 

meeting on Wednesday, February 25th, which will 23 

be held at 6:00 p.m. at the High School of 24 

Fashion Industries located at 225 West 24th 25 
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Street in Manhattan.  And the email address 1 

and phone number where comments may be made--and 2 

I'll repeat that again--is 3 

d10proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  And the phone 4 

number is (212) 374-5159.  Thank you for your 5 

participation.  This joint public hearing is now 6 

closed. 7 

[END RECORDING] 8 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 1 

 2 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 3 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 4 

best of my ability. 5 

 6 
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