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SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
1. In the spring of your junior year, you should take either the SAT I Reasoning Test or the ACT Test and/or possibly the SAT II in specific subject areas (which are required by the more selective colleges).  

******The DEADLINE for the June 6, 2009 SAT Test is May 5th ******
The DEADLINE for the June 13, 2009 ACT Test is May 8th 
Come to the College office, room 220, to pick up an online registration bulletin and to see if you are eligible for a fee waiver (parent’s 2008 tax return or other income verification is required.)  If possible, take a Test Prep course before the test.   (For SAT Prep – see page 2 under Events)
2.  Attention Juniors who took the PSAT in October, 2008:  You can access your free PSAT College Planning Package at www.collegeboard.com/quickstart.  On this website you can:

· View questions and answers and get explanations

· See how your performance compares to that of other students in the State/Region.

· Get a personalized SAT study plan

· Find lists of colleges, majors, and careers right for you

· You have free access to MY ROAD – the College Board’s online college, major and career exploration tool.  

3. When you apply for colleges in the fall, we will submit your official transcript, showing your work in high school.  Everything counts, so do the best that you can.  If you attended high school in a foreign country before coming to Washington Irving, many colleges require that you submit a copy of your foreign transcript along with a literal translation.  Please bring a copy of your foreign transcript to Ms. Kastanis in the College Office, room 220.  
4. Continue your extracurricular activities and public service involvement.  Work on your high school resume, start your college essay, and get teacher recommendation letters.  Please be advised that teacher recommendations are to be gotten from major subject teachers (English, Social Studies, Science, Foreign Language and Math.)  The teacher should know you very well and your grade should be at least a ‘B’.
5. Continue to research colleges to narrow your college list.

6. Come to the college office to set up an appointment to see Ms. Kastanis.

EVENTS
Memo to self:  It’s always good to go to as many college fairs/events as possible! 

SAT PREP – at “The Door” 555 Broome Street, NYC (near Canal Street subway station):

Individual tutoring is offered for free SAT Prep.  Call 212-941-9090 Christian Cabrera at ext. 3285 to sign up.  This is ongoing SAT Prep – even in the summer – call and get all the details.

SAT Prep – Henry Street Settlement – call 212-254-3100 ext. 203 for SAT Prep details.  Very minimal fee and plenty of help with studying for the SAT’s.  Call today!  Located at: 301 Henry Street, Manhattan.  Call Ritu Sen ext. 203 at Henry Street Settlement to sign up.  Courses are available right now and through the summer! Henry Street Settlement Summer College Prep Institute:  Free 6-week college prep course from July 7, 2009 – August 13, 2009.  Applications available after mid-March online at www.henrystreet.org or at their location at 301 Henry Street, Manhattan.

SAT PREP – College Bound Program of the Mosholu Montefiore Community Center is offering low cost SAT prep for the June 2009 SAT beginning on May 5, 2009 on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:30 – 6:30 PM in May and June.  Classes will be held at 3512 DeKalb Avenue, Bronx.  For more info, call Robyn Spiegel or Denise Frias at 718-682-0470.  Price is $40 plus $20 book fee.  Come to the college office for the registration form.  Free College trips:  College Bound College Trips for Juniors:  in the months of September, February and April, students can visit colleges for free.  College Bound Program of the Mosholu Montefiore Community Center is the sponsor – call Denise Frias 718-652-1430 to schedule an appointment to bring in permission slips.  
Bridge Builders Program:  Empowering Males to Succeed in High School and College:  Workshops and valuable information about scholarships and preparing for college.   For males  grades 8 through 11.  When:  Saturday, April 25, 2009 from 9AM-1:30PM.  Where:  NYU Kimmel Center for Student Life, 60 Washington Square South (between Thompson & LaGuardia Place, Manhattan – Rosenthal Pavilion, 10th floor.)  Breakfast & lunch provided.  Pre-registration for the event at:  www.cmep.nyu.edu/hsf/html.  
COLLEGES THAT CHANGE LIVES ON MAY 18, 2009 AT 7PM:  Junior students and parents are invited to learn more about making a well-informed college search at an Information Session and College Fair.  Sponsored by Colleges That Change Lives, a non-profit organization dedicated to the support of a student-centered college search process, these programs are free to the public and pre-registration is not required.  For more details about the event visit www.ctcl.org.  New York Penn Hotel, NYC, 401 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY  10001.

Hostos Community College of CUNY has a program called “The Global Scholars” which collaborates with Columbia University’s School of International & Public Affairs and Columbia’s School of General Studies.  The education is dedicated to those interested in careers in foreign affairs and national defense.  For more information, go to www.globalscholars.net.

Alianza Dominicana, Inc.: in collaboration with NYC Parks and Recreation, will hold their third annual college fair on April 25, 2009 from 11AM to 3PM at the Highbridge Recreation Center (2301 Amsterdam Avenue at West 173rd Street, Manhattan.)
Drew (Drew University, Madison, NJ on April 25, 2009) Open House for Juniors and Sophomores:  This program, “Looking Ahead” is offered to help students begin to plan and prepare for the college search and admission process.  For more information, go to www.drew.edu.
Inaugural Small Business Camp for Teens on April 25, 2009:  at the Frederick Douglas Academy I in Manhattan.  Small Business Camp is an entrepreneurial and marketing services firm.  They will offer high school students motivation and resources to start their own business in the next 90 days.  Register at http://sbcteen.eventbrite.com.
NYU Steinhardt Connection:  Informal luncheons for visiting juniors and their families on 5/29/09, 6/19/09, 7/17/09 and 8/14/09.  Program begins at 10AM with a campus tour at 11AM and lunch at noon.  Reserve your place at www.steinhardt.nyu.edu/connection.

Wellesley College Junior Open Campus Program On April 25, 2009:  for academically talented young women who will make a difference in the world.  This event includes student panels, sample classes, tours and workshops.  For more information, visit www.wellesley.edu/admission/joc.
Lutheran Family Health Centers 2009:  college Fair on April 28, 2009:  from 3:30PM – 7:30pm at Brooklyn Borough Hall at 209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn.  Over 30 colleges will be represented.  For more information, come to the college office.

RIT (Rochester Institute of Technology) Session I – 7/18/09-7/23/09 and Session II – 7/25/09-7/30/09:  Explore Your Future (EYF):  6-day career awareness program where students experience college life, enjoy hands-on activities and get a taste of real-world careers in the fields of business, computing, engineering, science and art.  Deadline to apply is April 30, 2009.  Go to www.rit.edu/NTID/EYF or come to the college office.
SCHOLARSHIPS:

  Colleges, foundations and other organizations award scholarships based on a variety of criteria:  academic merit, (GPA, SAT scores, etc.) extracurricular activities, leadership and community service activities, sports, essays, field of interest, etc. Please come to the college office to pick up a booklet and get information.  Be sure to notice the deadlines!  You can also look on the Internet   www.fastweb.com or www.princetonreview.com or www.scholarshipexperts.com or www.scholarships.com or  www.unigo.com They offer no-fee search services.
Russell Sage College – Student Sage Scholarship Nomination Program:  provides you with an opportunity to nominate an outstanding young woman from the junior class.  If selected, the student nominee will be eligible for a scholarship at Russell Sage College.  Please submit web-only nomination forms to: http://russell.sage.edu/studentsage/ 
SUMMER PROGRAMS/ MORE EVENTS::

Ithaca Summer Program:  Three and One Week Sessions.  Come to the college office for information.  Applications due May l, 2009.  Go to www.ithaca.edu/summercollege.

ACA American Collegiate Adventures:  Various pre-college and language and cultural enrichment programs.  Come to the college office for more info.

School of Visual Arts Pre-College Programs:  for students interested in art from July 6-July 24, 2009.  Come to the college office for more information.  

Summer Institute at Moorehouse:  Four-week, on –campus program for rising junior African American males.  The institute replicates the college experience with an intense curriculum and enrichment activities to assist in developing academic, social and leadership skills.
Columbia University Summer High School Programs:  Study in NYC, Spain or Jordan for grades 9-12.  Visit www.ce.columbia.edu/hs for dates, application and complete program information, or come to the college office for brochures.
Barnard’s Summer in NYC (Co-Ed):  Live and learn at Barnard College through a 4-week Liberal Arts Program June 28-July5, 2009; one-week Liberal Arts Intensive June 28-July3, 2009; and one-week Young Women’s Leadership Institute July 2-8, 2009.  Visit www.barnard.edu/pcp/nyc09  or call 212-854-8866 – of course, come to the college office as well.
Marist College  (Poughkeepsie, NY)– Summer Pre-College Program (Poughkeepsie, NY):  In the areas of business, Environment, Fashion, Sports Communication., Creative Writing and Criminal Justice.  Please visit www.marist.edu/summerinstitutes or call 845-575-3226 for more information.
Marist School of Visual Arts Pre-College Program:  July 6-July 24, 2009.  Students explore a range of topics within a chosen field of study and take full advantage of the social and cultural life of NYC.  For more information, go to www.sva.edu or call 212-592-2100.
School of Visual Arts Summer Program (NYC):  For students interested in filmmaking, animation, Fine Arts, graphic design, photography.  Go to www.svu.edu for more information.

Cornell University Summer Program:  Explore Architecture, Art, Business, College Success, Computing and Information Science, Engineering, Film, Humanities, Law and Politics, Life Sciences, Literature, Medial and Public Relations, Medicine and Writing at Cornell’s campus in Ithaca, NY.  Please visit Cornell’s website at www.summercollege.cornell.edu .  Scholarships are available.

Carnegie Mellon Summer Pre-College Program:  (June 7 – August 7, 2009) Offers programs in Advanced Placement/Early Action, Pre-College Fine Arts and the National High School Game Academy.  Must be 16 years old and have completed 10th grade before the start of the program to reside in university housing.  Visit www.cmu.edu/enrollment/pre-college for program dates and details.

Maryland Institute College of Art:  June 27, 2009 – July 25, 2009 in Baltimore or Tuscany.  Gain insight into the art and design professions and assemble a competitive portfolio for your college application.  Go to www.mica.edu/programs/cs/pre-college for more information.
Sarah Lawrence College Summer 2009 -   Live and study at Sarah Lawrence.  Offering three and five week programs in June and July.  Go to www.sarahlawrence.edu/highschool for more details.  
Clemson University Summer Science, Engineering and Architecture Enrichment Program:  Deadline is May 1, 2009.  Go to www.clemson.edu/summerscience for more information.

California College for the Arts – San Francisco, CA:  Pre-College Program from June 29 – July 24 for the study of art or creative writing.  Go to www.cca.edu/precollege for more information.

Johnson & Wales Career Explorations 2009 Summer Programs:  Three day programs in culinary arts, hospitality, fashion in Providence, Rhode Island.  Come to the college office for more information.
Art Programs at the Cooper Union:  Offers winter, spring and summer pre-college programs of drawing, contemporary art issues, studio, writing and art history and six weeks in the summer.  Go to www.saturdayoutreach.org or call 212-353-4202.  Programs are free and designed to serve the needs of students in 10th and 11th grades who, because of economic circumstances, may not have access to such programs.  

Summer at Andover:  go to www.andover.edu/summersession  or the college office to learn more about the programs offered by the Phillips Academy (commonly known as Andover).  Andover is a private preparatory high school in Andover, Massachusetts.

Summer at Phillips Exeter Academy (New Hampshire):  Go to www.exeter.edu/summer for info on July 5 – August 8, 2009 academic exploration, athletics and discovery program.  Exeter is a private preparatory high school in Exeter, New Hampshire.
Snow Farm Summer in Art 2009:  This New England Craft Program is a hands-on intensive summer in art for high school students.  Located in Williamsburg, Massachusetts, it offers three sessions; tuition ranges from $2,700 to $5,200.  Subjects include drawing and color, glassblowing, ceramics, textile welding, flameworking, photography and metals.  Students must submit an application, personal statement and two reference letters plus a $500 deposit ($80 of which is non-refundable).  Come to the college office for the application or go to www.snowfarm.org.

NYU Steinhardt School of Culture, Education and Human Development:  1-3 week Music Study Summer 2009.  Go to www.steinhardt.nyu.edu/music/summer or call 212-998-5424.

Summer Discovery:  By Musiker Discovery Programs - come to the college office to learn more about these programs which introduce students entering grades 10 through 12 to the college experience.  Website is www.summerdiscovery.com or call 516-621-3939 or see Ms. Kastanis.

Tisch (NYU) Special Programs 2008:  July 13, 2009 to August 7, 2009 offering intensive training in Performing and Media Arts.  Go to www.nyu.edu/tisch/summerhs09 or call 212-998-1500.

 Washington University in St. Louis 2009 High School Summer Scholars Program:  Must be a current high school sophomore or junior, have a B+ average or better, have a combined SAT of at least 1800, combined PSAT of 180 or ACT or PLAN of at least 25.  Session A deadline is May 1, 2009 and Session B deadline is June 5, 2009.  For more information and application go to www.summerscholars.wustl.edu or call 1-866-209-0691.
George Washington University (Wash., D.C.) Scholars Pre-College Program:  Various programs from July 5 to August 14, 2009.  Go to www.summerscholars.gwu.edu  or call (from the college office phones) 202-242-6802.
Oxford (England) Advanced Studies Program Summer Course 2009:  July 7-31, 2009 – go to www.oasp.ac.uk for details.
ATTENTION JUNIORS:  You should have your PSAT Exam results.  (They were distributed during section along with your exam booklet.)  Please take the time to review the test answers and particularly any questions you weren’t sure of.  Ms. Kastanis will continue her visits to your English classes in the next few weeks to talk to you about various important topics to help you in your college and career planning..  Also, please come to the college office to schedule individual meetings.  
STUDENTS CAN APPLY FOR SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM (YSEP):  
Applications for the 2009 Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) are now available.  To submit an application, students can visit the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD) website at www.nyc.gov/dycd.
Question:  What is YSEP?  Answer:   YSEP is a 7-week program that runs from July 1st through August 16th.  Participants can work up to 25 hours a week while earning $7.25 an hour in job placement that include government agencies, hospitals, summer camps, nonprofits, small businesses, law firms, museums, and sports and retail organizations.  All New York City residents ages 14-24 are eligible to apply.  For additional information, contact the Dept. of Youth & Community Development (DYCD) Youthline at 1-800-246-4646.
Address:  Lower Manhattan and sites throughout NYC.  Main office:  156 William St., NYC 10038 –  You are encouraged to look at website a lot especially when applications come out later this month – keep  visiting website and aggressively follow up for job.  

You can sign up on website (www.nyc.gov/dycd) to get notification so you don’t miss out on the short time to apply – so please take advantage of that.
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