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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. LAURA FEIJOO:  Have your seats.  Good 2 

evening.  I'm Dr. Laura Feijoo, I will be acting 3 

as moderator - - facilitator this evening for 4 

this joint public hearing.  This joint public 5 

hearing is of the Department of Education, the 6 

Community Education Council and the school's 7 

leadership team to discuss the proposed closing 8 

and replacement of Richmond Hill High School.  9 

Tonight's proceedings will be recorded and 10 

transcribed.   - - .   11 

Before we begin the hearing, we ask that 12 

anyone, again, that wishes to sign up during the 13 

public comment portion of the evening, please 14 

sign up at the table in the back.  Sign up will 15 

end at 6:15, so if you haven't already done so, 16 

please sign up.  If you have a question that you 17 

wish to be addressed during the question and 18 

answer portion of this evening's agenda, please 19 

write that question on an index card.  The index 20 

cards are also provided at the back table where 21 

you signed in as you came in.  You can submit 22 

them to a volunteer at the table or anyone who 23 

has a label that says staff member - - index 24 

cards will be turned into them.  Only people who 25 
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have signed up to speak will be able to 1 

participate in the public comment portion of 2 

this evening.   - - were asked to be here no 3 

later than 5:30 PM.  Now that we have started, 4 

the panel participant - - , he or she will be 5 

given time to speak at the first opportune 6 

moment.  We really want to be respectful of 7 

everyone's time this evening.  There may also be 8 

elected officials who arrive at different times 9 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak, 10 

we will do our best to accommodate them, again, 11 

at the first opportune moment.  Those - - start 12 

at the public comment section will be asked to 13 

speak first.   14 

Please look at the agenda.  The format will 15 

include the presentation of the proposal and 16 

participation by - - participants.  Followed by 17 

- - comments.  Speakers should have already 18 

signed up at the sign in table in the lobby.  19 

Public comment can be no longer than two minutes 20 

each.  The time will be followed and speakers 21 

will be informed of their designated time.  So 22 

each public speaker has two minutes to speak, 23 

we'll let you know when there are 30 seconds 24 

left and we'll also - - time has ended.  We have 25 
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many speakers this evening and we'd like to be 1 

respectful of everyone's time, if you can limit 2 

your comments to two minutes.  There also will 3 

be a question and answer period-again, cards - - 4 

provided at the back table.  If you choose to 5 

ask a question, please provide a list of 6 

questions on the postcards to a staff member or 7 

at the table in the back of the auditorium.  8 

Members of the audience, if you have a question, 9 

- - on the postcard that - - table this evening, 10 

if you did submit a question-staff will - - 11 

those questions into categories.  We may read 12 

your exact questions, but if questions are 13 

similar, we may group them together to 14 

facilitate the use of time.  Some questions, 15 

again, may be asked directly and others will be 16 

batched under headings to avoid repetitiveness.  17 

Even though all individual questions may not be 18 

addressed in the forum tonight, the answers to 19 

every single question will be on the website 20 

prior to the panel meeting.  The panel for 21 

education policy meeting is on April 26 th  at the 22 

Prospect Heights campus.  If at the end of the 23 

hearing you still have questions, we encourage 24 

you to direct them to us by calling the number 25 
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at the bottom of your information sheet or by 1 

sending them to us via email, also at the bottom 2 

of your information sheet.   3 

I would now like to introduce the panel 4 

which is assembled for this evening's joint 5 

public hearing.  On the panel is Kathleen Grimm, 6 

Deputy Chancellor.  Also on the panel is Mr. 7 

Herde, Miss Fana, Miss Best, Miss Gourgue, Mr. 8 

Dibenedetto, Mr. - - and Miss Stewer [phonetic] 9 

at the end of the table.  Thank you.  I will now 10 

turn the presentation over to Deputy Chancellor 11 

Grimm who will present the proposal.  12 

DEPUTY CHANCELLOR KATHLEEN GRIMM:  Thank you 13 

very much.   - - for being here tonight.  This 14 

joint public hearing was - - to discuss the 15 

proposed closure and replacement of Richmond 16 

Hill High School.   17 

Richmond Hill High School is - - 89-30 114 th  18 

Street and also - - 44, which is located also at 19 

89-30 114 th  Street.  Here at - - .  It currently 20 

serves students in grades nine through twelve.  21 

On March - - , 2012, the New York City 22 

Department of Education published a proposal to 23 

close Richmond Hill High School and to open a 24 

new school - - 369.   - - .  By closing the - - 25 
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and replacing it with a new school, we are 1 

seeking to - - a school environment that will 2 

prepare students for success in college, in 3 

career and beyond.  The new proposed school - - 4 

focused elements of which - - and it will 5 

incorporate new elements in order to create a 6 

rigorous culture for teaching and learning.  7 

Students will have access to higher quality 8 

educational option - - continue to attend school 9 

in this area.  We believe this process will 10 

ensure that all students are set upon a path 11 

toward college.  In conjunction with this 12 

proposal, as a way to support additional - - , 13 

the Department has submitted a school 14 

improvement grant, a - - grant application to 15 

the New York State Department of Education to 16 

implement - - a turnaround model at the new 17 

school.  If approved, this will make the new 18 

school - - supplementing funding.   - - 19 

challenges the school has faced.  Some of the 20 

data indicate that elements - - in the new 21 

school - - and graduation rate - - has shown 22 

some increase in the past few years.   - - in 23 

2007-08, to 59% in 2010-11.   - - the Department 24 

believes that - - programs that will push to 25 



 7

improve teacher quality, the new school could - 1 

- improvements - - .  However, Richmond Hill 2 

High School - - overall and the feedback - - of 3 

the - - of Regents has - - change in New York 4 

City's - - schools is not - - to meet student 5 

needs suggests that Richmond Hill High School 6 

should be closed and replaced with a new school 7 

with new programs and new - - .  And - - toward 8 

graduation - - will still be the case for most 9 

students in the 2011-2012 school year.  The four 10 

year graduate rate at Richmond Hill would drop 11 

to just 49%.  Putting - - percent of high 12 

schools citywide.  Richmond Hill - - on its 13 

2010-11 annual progress report.   - - student 14 

programs - - on student performance and an - - 15 

on school - - .   - - school's attendance rate 16 

remains low - - schools.  The 2010-11 attendance 17 

rate was 80%, putting Richmond Hill in the - - 18 

68% of - - in terms of attendance.   - - 19 

students.  On the 2010-11 New York City School 20 

Survey, only 70% of students reported feeling 21 

safe in the hallways - - .   - - 17% of high 22 

schools citywide.  In the - - , only 68% of 23 

teachers reported that - - and older were 24 

maintained at the school.   25 
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Before we hear from - - members of this 1 

panel and we move into public comment, I would 2 

like to briefly discuss the impact of this 3 

proposal on our current Richmond Hill High 4 

School students and families if the proposal is 5 

approved.  All current Richmond Hill High School 6 

student will have a guaranteed seat in the new 7 

school.  This includes all current ninth 8 

graders, tenth graders, eleventh graders as well 9 

as any twelfth grade student who does not 10 

graduate by the beginning of the 2012-13 school 11 

year.  Incoming ninth graders who have - - and 12 

are - - process will automatically be enrolled 13 

in the new school.   14 

Finally, I want to clarify the process the 15 

new school will go through to - - the next 16 

possible staff if this proposal is approved.  17 

There - - no staff that - - as a result of this 18 

process.  The proposal does not require the - - 19 

staff.  Pursuant to this city's teachers' 20 

contract, if this proposal is approved, the - - 21 

staff will apply to work at the new school and 22 

will be reviewed by a five member personnel 23 

committee and that committee is made up of the 24 

principal, two designees of the Chancellor and 25 



 9

two designees of the UFT President.  The 1 

proposed new leader of the school will develop 2 

qualifications for positions in the new school 3 

and with the personnel committee will consider 4 

each appointment - - .  All teachers from the 5 

current school - - are eligible to apply to work 6 

at the new school.  If sufficient numbers of - - 7 

from Richmond Hill High School apply, at least 8 

50% of the new school - - positions must be - - 9 

most senior, qualified applicants.  Again, there 10 

- - percentage or limit of the number of staff 11 

from the closing school who could be hired to 12 

work at the new school.  And all decisions will 13 

be made by the personnel committee at the new 14 

school.   15 

I want to thank you all very much and we 16 

look forward to hearing from you as the evening 17 

progresses.  Thank you.   18 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you, Deputy Chancellor 19 

Grimm.  Alexandra - - from CDC 27 has confirmed 20 

to attend the hearing this evening.  Now that we 21 

have started, if she should arrive, we will be 22 

giving her the time to speak at the first 23 

opportune moment.  I just want to confirm that 24 

Alexandra - - is not here this evening?  Thank 25 
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you.  In addition, Craig Sanders, also part of 1 

the school leadership team is here with us this 2 

evening, but is not - - .   3 

I'd like to now give the opportunity for the 4 

panel members to present.  First speaker is Mr. 5 

Herde.  Please announce your affiliation and 6 

please make your comments.  Thank you. 7 

MR. JASON HERDE:  Good evening.  My name is 8 

Jason Herde and I'm - - [background noise] 9 

graduating senior.  I would like to - - .  First 10 

of all, I would like to - - that Richmond Hill 11 

High School is a school of opportunity.  It 12 

shaped me into the young adult that I am today - 13 

- .   - - my first - - I was - - , but this 14 

school really - - out to me.  They helped us out 15 

with assemblies, - - .  Not to mention, the 16 

teachers here, they're very, very, very special.  17 

We - - an open relationship with our teachers 18 

and they have a very nurturing nature for their 19 

students to - - success - - .  One teacher 20 

really passionate was Mr. Kenneth - - , my - - 21 

[background noise] what I need to do to get - - 22 

that I - - .  And I think that's very important 23 

and - - all the students like - - .  My mother 24 

told me never to - - , but this school has 25 
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really helped me.  I have - - scholarships and 1 

- - [background noise].  If you look at our 2 

student body, everybody's success story is 3 

waiting to happen.   - - to do this.  I was 4 

shocked - - closing, only because last year was 5 

- - students were - - celebrate the - - of the 6 

school.  I - - because - - .  Also not to 7 

mention the increasing - - as Chancellor Grimm 8 

mentioned.  Our school, again, is full of 9 

opportunities and I would not be anything 10 

without it.  I - - sisters more than that.  This 11 

- - school and it will be very - - to see it 12 

close and - - don't want to - - .   - - to 13 

forming relationships with people - - 14 

[background noise].  I'd like - - school and - - 15 

please do not - - .   16 

MS. FEIJOO:  - -  [background noise] 17 

MS. KATHERINE FANA:  Good evening everyone.  18 

My name is Katherine [phonetic] Fana and I am 19 

the Student Association president of Richmond 20 

Hill High School.  Student graduation rate - - 21 

parent involvement - - and academic records - - 22 

crucial factors in the growth and success of any 23 

high school.  But there is one variable that 24 

cannot be measured by numbers and - - .  And 25 
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that is the relationship between the students, 1 

the teachers, the staff and the parents - - .  2 

Richmond Hill is a community and even though the 3 

past four years have consisted of a lot of 4 

struggle for me and - - , I can honestly say I - 5 

- without the assistance of the Richmond Hill 6 

High School staff and - - .  Changing the - - of 7 

Richmond Hill High School will not mean a - - 8 

bringing in new teachers will create a new - - .  9 

Funding the school to invest in programs and 10 

academic requirements - - will not - - what the 11 

system has to be - - .  For this reason, I would 12 

ask you to give us a chance to prove ourselves.  13 

Why hasn't anyone heard about - - to an extent 14 

that was greater than the one that has - - 15 

Richmond Hill High School already.  Taking such 16 

risks would have a significant impact - - as the 17 

- - of this - - .  For the past four years this 18 

- - and these are the people that are helping me 19 

- - .  Richmond Hill has had a significant 20 

impact on the course of my life as a student.  I 21 

cannot begin to - - countless time a teacher has 22 

sacrificed - - whether it was a lunch period of 23 

after school to sit down with me and - - the 24 

subject.  Or the many times a school staff 25 
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member - - my needs.  Most of the teachers - - 1 

tremendous effort to making me - - myself.  I 2 

came to the school as an ESL student and today I 3 

am the President of the Student Association.  4 

But I'm only one of the many students - - who 5 

started at this school with no - - yet with the 6 

help - - have made it to the student honor roll 7 

many times.  It is that - - and strength of the 8 

- - that made potential candidates for college - 9 

- .  Not once were we asked what our thoughts 10 

were - - this issue which plays a vital role in 11 

our lives.  And not once were we questioned 12 

about how this proposition will affect us and 13 

our education.  But most of all, not once did we 14 

feel as if we - - in the plan - - changing the 15 

staff, - - .  With the change - - , this staff - 16 

- the teachers and staff will be place in 17 

different schools and still be employed.  The 18 

school - - .  The students are - - , they - - .  19 

The - - teachers will be - - importance.  Who 20 

will - - when most teachers will be new to the 21 

school and - - .  Those students who seek 22 

guidance from specific teachers will be 23 

intimidated to share their personal issues with 24 

new staff - - .  We have parents here that have 25 
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become familiar - - familiar with the teachers 1 

and school staff and gained their trust and - -2 

 .  Over the past - - years the graduation rate 3 

of Richmond Hill High School has increased from 4 

41 to 59%.  Since the - - and the creation of - 5 

- , students have become more aware and involved 6 

- - activities and are now more able to identify 7 

the - - interests - - future and college.  The 8 

learning environment indicates that 85% of 9 

parents responded to the end of year school 10 

survey reporting they were satisfied with how 11 

the - - school communicates with them.  I - - 12 

changes.  I don't want the state - - transfer 13 

teachers - - different, more - - services.   - -14 

 , I don't want my school to be closed without - 15 

- voice being heard.  Richmond Hill High School 16 

continues to - - and in order to reach academic 17 

requirements, - - for our students.  Please, 18 

give us another - - to work together to continue 19 

to improve our scores.  I don't believe - - who 20 

have - - .  We are students, this is our 21 

education and this is our future and I kindly 22 

ask to - - .  Thank you.   23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise]  24 

Our next speaker is Miss Best.  Thank you. 25 
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MS. BEST:  Good evening.  My name is Miss 1 

Best.  My brother is in the tenth grade and - - 2 

school leadership - - .  My - - has regularly - 3 

- allowing me to take an active role in the 4 

school academic - - today.  Sorry, I'm nervous.  5 

And I have - - school to look like in the 6 

future.  All of this was made possible - - 7 

information shared and discussed - - principal, 8 

teacher, students and parents.  We didn't always 9 

agree, but - - like the census and - - , we made 10 

decisions.  The driving force for every decision 11 

was how can we make the high school journey 12 

better for our students.  Changes were made and 13 

- - and continues to be apparent.  We are - - 14 

joint public hearing - - closing Richmond Hills 15 

High School.  Having said that, I find - - 16 

upsetting.  The data that shows our - - your 17 

decision to remove us from - - three year 18 

program, all we have - - one question - - 19 

closure list is not in the best interest of our 20 

school - - .  Review our current statistics and 21 

you will see that - - , I'm sorry.  And you'll 22 

see that the - - status - - not only the right 23 

decision, but the best decision.   24 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] is Miss 25 
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Gourgue. 1 

MS. GOURGUE:  Hi.  [background noise]  I 2 

have home school all of my children up until 3 

last year.  I decided to - - my children - - 4 

those who are more skilled - - and who would 5 

take care of - - building.  I was very scared 6 

and nervous because of how - - .  And how - - 7 

Richmond Hill - - , but I must say that I was - 8 

- nervous too.  I must say that I was given the 9 

utmost respect and - - as a human being - - .  I 10 

am - - school, especially the - - because each 11 

time - - informed us during our meetings, she 12 

will be so happy while - - and the - - she has 13 

for her students.  I feel very upset - - this 14 

proposal - - so much work in - - to better our 15 

kids and their education and - - insulting.  16 

Coming here from - - I - - because each time I 17 

enter the building, a beautiful - - .  I am also 18 

disappointed at the - - because of the lack of 19 

respect that they have for our teachers.  How 20 

can - - failures in - - all the time the 21 

teachers have - - their education - - .  They 22 

should be getting a standing ovation rather than 23 

a - - .  Is this the - - for our children?  It's 24 

not.  We are teaching these children - - .  25 
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There was a time - - the children - - 1 

teachers.  Who will be next?  - - .  Children 2 

learn - - and if we don't teach children - - 3 

respect and honor their educators, they will 4 

become failures - - .  My daughter told me that 5 

when she - - school here at Richmond Hill is the 6 

connection to the students and the teachers.  7 

She also told me some of the teachers should not 8 

be - - teachers, but rather counselors because 9 

they always - - listen to the children's 10 

problem.  So I told her - - my daughter.  She - 11 

- they've already made their decision, so 12 

there's nothing left to say.  I said - - .  So 13 

the last thing I want to say is - - children - - 14 

homes because while we are away, while they are 15 

away from us parents, their teachers are their 16 

parents.  I've been to several meetings because 17 

I am - - president, so I have - - not aware of - 18 

- those meetings - - .  But - - nothing 's 19 

changed and we are - - , but our - - list, so I 20 

just would like to know what exactly did they do 21 

for them to be removed from the list, so maybe 22 

we can also, so we can be removed from the list 23 

we can be removed from the list as well.  Thank 24 

you. 25 
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MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background 1 

noise] is Mr. Dibenedetto. 2 

MS. DIBENEDETTO:  Good evening.  My name is 3 

- - Dibenedetto, I'm the - - .   - - four years, 4 

prior to coming to Richmond Hill - - situation 5 

where the DOE and the Department of Education of 6 

the state decided that - - from us.  The 7 

solution?  Close it down.  Take away 50% of the 8 

staff, replace the principal, put in new 9 

programs, create new initiatives - - .  Our - - 10 

does not exist today-it's been phased out.  Why.  11 

The new initiatives the DOE puts in place, 12 

they're not new initiatives, they're just 13 

regurgitated ideas that have already been put 14 

into place.  All the money that - - our schools 15 

never comes to our schools.  The DOE wants to 16 

promise us $1.8 million - - if they take back 17 

more than 50% of the staff, they will lose the 18 

$1.8 million.   - - .  The DOE wants you to 19 

think that this school has nothing but failures, 20 

that's a lie.  You can [background noise] you 21 

will see a group of students learning from a 22 

dedicated educator.  We're not perfect.  We 23 

don't pride ourselves on perfection, but the one 24 

thing we do pride ourselves on is respect and we 25 
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tell our kids every day, no matter what the 1 

challenge is, no matter what hurdles you have to 2 

face, you jump those hurdles and you go through 3 

those barriers and you do the best you can and 4 

everybody sitting here, everybody in - - .  They 5 

do the best they can and they continue to do the 6 

best they can, regardless of what the DOE has to 7 

say.  [background noise] I'm sorry - - , I am so 8 

- - , I have never seen such quality education 9 

as I have at Richmond Hill High School.  And I'm 10 

not just saying that - - , I'm not just saying - 11 

- , because I work - - , just like my 12 

colleagues, we sacrifice time with our families 13 

to ensure that every one of these kids gets what 14 

they deserve and that is a high quality, college 15 

ready - - .  I - - stay up here forever and toot 16 

my horn, but I do want to say one thing, we 17 

brought - - I find it very - - , because time in 18 

and time out DOE has done nothing to help 19 

schools resolve their - - issues.  We don't have 20 

[background noise], we don't - - to transfer 21 

students who don't want to be here.  The only 22 

thing we can do is provide them with the best 23 

education that we have and put up what whatever 24 

challenges come up. The most successful - - but 25 
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what are you really doing to that student?  1 

You're denying them an education.  You're not 2 

giving them the support they need.  These kids 3 

are not - - .  For years they've been neglected.  4 

These kids come in here with such problems, - - 5 

can't handle those problems.  [background noise] 6 

and all the DOE can say is we're not - - .  7 

Well, you know what?  The DOE is not doing 8 

enough.  The Mayor of New York is not doing 9 

enough, the Chancellor [background noise].  They 10 

can say whatever they want, they can - - 11 

whatever they want, but the only [background 12 

noise] are the children of New York City and 13 

shame on the DOE.   14 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise]  15 

JOSE:  Good evening everyone.  For those who 16 

do not know me, my name is Jose - - ,I am - - 17 

student association of Richmond Hill High 18 

School, which is - - .  And I am also your - - 19 

council for high school - - rep.  And I'm here 20 

for you.  I am here [background noise] very 21 

important that you tell - - to stop - - that you 22 

have - - .  I - - is the puppet master and he's 23 

using you guys - - see what's really going on in 24 

our school.  There are very good people in your 25 
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administration and Mr. Bloomberg is using you 1 

guys for - - and I'm - - .  The progress report 2 

that - - they say they have, - - teachers, 3 

student - - .  Those - - understand the 4 

questions when they ask - - ?  The questions - - 5 

ask them - - safety.  Do you feel safe in your 6 

school.  A lot of parents said - - , they don't 7 

understand the question because they - - in the 8 

school.  In the school you feel safe, but when 9 

you go outside - - you are not safe because 10 

[background noise] and that is what - - our 11 

safety.  Not in the school.  Out of the school.  12 

And that is the problem.   - - of course - - 13 

when you have all year learning the subject and 14 

when you go - - they haven't changed.  And what 15 

you guys [background noise].  You take away the 16 

teachers.  You take away the funding.  And you 17 

take away the resources and then - - fail.  But 18 

what they don't know is that you guys are not 19 

failing - - because a lot of - - helping out all 20 

these - - with money and resources so - - out 21 

there.  We need to be - - .  There is still time 22 

to - - everybody, all - - stop the closing of 23 

our school, because we will not tolerate it!  24 

Thank you. 25 
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MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background 1 

noise]. 2 

FEMALE VOICE:   - - .   - - look back - - 3 

and my daughter - - .   - - a little bit of 4 

background.  My daughter - - very, very talented 5 

visual artist - - had a - - the likes of Frank 6 

Sinatra, - - .  But since she was a home 7 

schooled student, nobody wanted to take a chance 8 

on her.  So - - what I - - coming to Richmond 9 

Hill.  I was almost prepared to send her four 10 

hours away to live with my mother-in-law before 11 

coming here.  And - - and the attitude and the 12 

programming and the support that we have gotten 13 

since we've been here.  I always felt - - .  I 14 

always felt that there's been an opportunity to 15 

step outside of the box and help my daughter.  16 

I've seen her - - because she home schooled for 17 

- - years.  This is her first full year as a 18 

public school student - - .  She is an honor 19 

roll student, I - - percent credit to her 20 

teachers-they have done a phenomenal, phenomenal 21 

job.  [background noise] I do want to take the 22 

opportunity [background noise] day activities, 23 

so she has to - - that my daughter learned from 24 

her that day were things that will carry - - 25 
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meaningful messages.  But now I go to the next 1 

part, which is that I - - Title I schools and I 2 

have to tell you, it's an exasperating 3 

experience.  It has turned into a part-time job 4 

just to assure that my children receive what has 5 

been promised them by the DOE.  [background 6 

noise] and I - - in this restart program - - 7 

staff and my daughter - - four months to have 8 

the rug pulled out from us is [background noise] 9 

talking about protecting appearances.  I - - I'm 10 

actually - - at the - - University in Paris, 11 

France - - .  Also, as a first generation of 12 

immigrants to this country, many of us here are 13 

- - .  So many of us had to make sacrifices to 14 

be here, but I know that many of us couldn't be 15 

here - -  people.  Many of us coming from 16 

immigrant situations are not - - .  So even 17 

though - - country, the fear of speaking up for 18 

your rights is very hard - - and that's a 19 

challenge for you.  When you come to a community 20 

where - - step up and speak, you're brought up 21 

with this underlying fear - - specifically to my 22 

daughter, to my children, to our education and 23 

that is a real challenge for them.  And I also 24 

feel like - - highly, highly, highly insulted 25 
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because I feel that I have - - community that 1 

we are in that the Mayor and the Department of 2 

Education feels that - - have no consciousness, 3 

that we - - to know what is right for our 4 

children and [background noise] to find out that 5 

- - new leader has come to the school already, 6 

before this meeting, - - .  I mean [background 7 

noise] is a mockery of what democracy is meant 8 

to be.  [background noise] here.  We are a - - 9 

people worthy of respect.  You - - hear of these 10 

meetings happening in the - - communities.  No 11 

[background noise] and opportunities that are 12 

protected - - have been - - .  When I went on 13 

the website and - - okay, I have to - -  here.  14 

To see that this - - program of 800 - - 15 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, one of the top rated 16 

winners came from this school and has her work 17 

on display at - - .  [background noise].  There 18 

was another student, I just call him - - that he 19 

was one of 70 students that got $150,000 20 

scholarship to Roosevelt University.  They only 21 

accept 70 students for - - program.  He came 22 

from here.  And - - that from the moth does the 23 

locust flower blossom and I - - a very 24 

disrespectful, - - .  My last comment to the 25 
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teachers – I admire you so much, I appreciate 1 

you so much and I feel that it is unfair to 2 

burden the teacher population to be 100% 3 

responsible for student performance.  That is 4 

not - - .  Education is [background noise] 5 

coming into our school, this school is - - this 6 

is where they - - .  You close this school, you 7 

change - - ,you remove the staff, you are 8 

removing the foundation and the fabric of a very 9 

fragile student community - - security and - - 10 

with the restart program.  I was - - innovative 11 

programs that have been put in place to make 12 

these most troubled students have the emotional 13 

and educational - - with the - - with counseling 14 

and whatever help they need.  But finally, I 15 

just have to say, you know, that when I saw 16 

really what was here in terms of my real 17 

interaction with the people, the educators - - 18 

educating my children, it was a very - - school 19 

association please to - - here, to turn the 20 

situation around and seeing my daughter's 21 

happiness and her - - afraid to come here today 22 

because she doesn't want her school and her 23 

community - - promise.  And - - responsible - -24 

 , I feel the Department of Education owes it to 25 
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us, owes it to our educators to fulfill what 1 

was promised.  Thank you.  2 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise]  3 

I do apologize.  I said before there was a final 4 

presentation, but we do have one additional - - 5 

presenter-Frank - - .  Thank you. 6 

FRANK:  Good evening.   - - member of the 7 

SLT here at Richmond Hill High School.  Before I 8 

begin - - I hope my words will not fall on deaf 9 

ears.  I'd like to speak tonight about - - .  At 10 

- - dealing with the - - 10% of the student 11 

population.  Many of these students have no - - 12 

graduating.  But the DOE says that they are all 13 

academics.  These students are misplaced - - 14 

program where they can learn - - , but we are - 15 

- .  If a student goes - - where they can be - - 16 

for up to one year, under DOE policy, they're 17 

able to return to our school even though they do 18 

not - - superintendent - - school.  We again are 19 

held responsible.  If they can't graduate in 20 

four years, it's our responsibility.  Under New 21 

York policy, schools - - worst repeat offenders 22 

- - .  We can recommend - - we have no recourse 23 

for the students or the parent - - .  But, 24 

again, we are held responsible.  The lives of 25 
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our students, in many cases, are - - , they 1 

face challenges that - - can't even imagine.  2 

The school is, this school is the only stable 3 

thing they have in their life.  It takes time - 4 

- this - - has heard many stories, things like - 5 

- or I - - and the students come to us because 6 

they trust us.  They know the staff will help 7 

them.  Think about what you're going to do to 8 

these students if you close us down.  Students 9 

are not - - or puppets that can be produced in a 10 

factory.  We believe that the - - program to 11 

meet the needs of the students - - every student 12 

as an academic.   - - talent of the students - -13 

 .  As a doctor, I was trained that you treat 14 

symptoms.  Excuse me.  You don't treat the 15 

symptoms, you treat the - - problem - - are 16 

symptoms of greater societal problems.  It is 17 

not, we are not part of the problem.  18 

[background noise] off your closure list and let 19 

us get back to our job of educating our 20 

students.  Thank you.   21 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  That concludes our 22 

panel presentation.  I'd now like to introduce 23 

elected officials who will be asked to come up - 24 

- to speak.  Our first elected official is 25 
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Councilman Reuben Wills.   1 

COUNCILMAN REUBEN WILLS:  Good evening, 2 

everyone.   - - I'm going to bring up - - 3 

because we didn't come here to speak - - , we 4 

came here to listen to what you had to say so 5 

that we can take - - .  Before we start, I want 6 

to make sure that we thank Ms. Grimm for coming 7 

- - .  Ms. Grimm, no matter what the Mayor does, 8 

no matter what his policies have been, Ms. Grimm 9 

has been - - and we want to make sure that we do 10 

not blur the lines of - - person that is held 11 

responsible for this is the one at the top and 12 

that is Mayor "Kill Our Schools" Bloomberg.  13 

[background noise] every single school that the 14 

DOE - - and we - - constantly trying to just 15 

push back to let them know that our schools are 16 

not just - - .  Our schools are students that 17 

have feelings, that have - - outside of - - .  18 

Our schools are parents and teachers that have 19 

families that live in our communities.  Our 20 

schools are living, breathing organisms.  And 21 

you cannot continue to just [background noise] 22 

and that is not due to anything that the 23 

administration has done.  That is due to the 24 

hard work that our teachers, our parents, the 25 
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administration of the school and the 1 

principals have put forth.  It is due to the 2 

hard, diligent work that our students have put 3 

into this.  We have students coming to school 4 

every day who - - .  I don't understand how - - 5 

education - - now without - - taking tests to 6 

remove principals or leaders at our school, to 7 

discuss closing of schools.  It seems like it's 8 

a - - plan to make sure the same school 9 

continues to fail.  Now, the next thing I want 10 

to say is how we - - elected officials.  We put 11 

- - dollars last year in Richmond Hill, the - - 12 

to make sure that our kids had the - - we're 13 

funding the - - that Mayor Bloomberg cut.  So 14 

we're doing all the work that we can and - - to 15 

be nice and - - that the Mayor would use our 16 

children as weapons in the war that he wants to 17 

fight with his - - .  But that is [background 18 

noise].  [background noise] not make - - we will 19 

make sure that we respect them the same way they 20 

respect our children.  And - - and it takes one 21 

bad mayor to destroy it.  We need to save our 22 

school, - - we need to let Bloomberg know he has 23 

stepped into the lion's den [background noise].   24 

MALE VOICE: I just wanted to add to the 25 
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Councilman, what he said and - - statement I 1 

have prepared.  As a district leader - - , our - 2 

- students, parents, teachers, residents, 3 

community leaders, business owners and - - , 4 

don't close Richmond Hill High School.  Respect 5 

our - - and our children and - - in our schools.  6 

This is a hardworking community with - - .  What 7 

- - to the $2.3 million - - buy books.  Why 8 

can't you use that money to turn this school - - 9 

turn this school around.  Let's remind ourselves 10 

that - - to the New York City Public Schools 11 

that were wrongfully underfunded by - - .  In 12 

2001, this - - let the New York State Supreme 13 

Court Appellant's - - ruling that - - public 14 

schools violated a student's constitutional 15 

right - - basic education.   - - public schools 16 

to 2007, that has long since been ignored.   - - 17 

was supposed to have set aside - - $2.3 million 18 

- - for schools like this.  Where is that money?  19 

And how do we get it?  That's what we should be 20 

focusing on.  If we close our schools, you, too, 21 

will be violating our children's right to a 22 

sound basic education and we open ourselves to a 23 

lawsuit also.  Instead, we should celebrate our 24 

improvements.  Our kids are our future and a 25 
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sound education is - - success.  You should 1 

not, and cannot, take that away from them.  2 

Within - - the closure of alternative schools - 3 

- and - - closures of these historic 4 

institutions, you are sending the wrong message 5 

to the - - one thousand students that it won't 6 

happen and - - High School, John Adams High 7 

School, - - High School, - - High School - - .  8 

All - - high school - - .  This - - alternative 9 

high schools are necessary to mold children to 10 

become good citizens and prepare them for 11 

college and careers.   - - high school - - 12 

attendance of - - teachers be, what the 13 

educational opportunity - - these schools.  What 14 

will happen - - associations.  What - - programs 15 

will these schools offer?  What - - programs - - 16 

existing programs like - - communication, 17 

business - - sports career - - may be - - .  18 

With half the teachers gone, who will write 19 

their college recommendations and serve as 20 

trusted mentors?  Will you do that?  Please, 21 

[background noise] must be answered before - - , 22 

because you will be robbing our kids of their - 23 

- .  We - - DOE, the city - - schools to 24 

immediately halt this destructive and 25 
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counterproductive process that will affect our 1 

- - students and parents.  Instead, you should 2 

allocate resources - - .  To ignore kids' 3 

welfare will send the wrong message to them that 4 

we don't care about their future and success in 5 

life.  Whatever happened to - - that charity 6 

begins at home?  The plan to close the schools - 7 

- by you.  You must not approve it.  Our 8 

children are going to be the ones who suffer the 9 

most.  Please send - - messages here that we 10 

don't sacrifice - - politics and - - .  Thank 11 

you very much.   12 

MS. FEIJOO:  Our next teacher is Domico - - 13 

from the - - . 14 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you.  All right.   - - , 15 

Miss - - , panel members, - - speak tonight.  16 

For those who don't know, my name is Domico - -17 

 , I am the Queens rep on - - educational policy 18 

and I was appointed by - - four years ago.   - - 19 

and to vote on student policy.  What I'm about 20 

to tell you - - , thank you, that's better.  21 

What I'm about to tell you is no surprise.  Our 22 

- - community and opposes the - - .  [background 23 

noise].  As you know, Richmond Hill High School 24 

- - 1897.  It is a large - - school and served 25 
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the first - - .  This diversity has been its 1 

strength and - - and it should be viewed as - -2 

 .  History such as this - - and the only way - 3 

- that is by - - keep Richmond Hill High School 4 

open.  As a member - - someone who will be 5 

voting on this proposal, I'll be able to tell 6 

you now that I will be voting no on April - - .  7 

And I want to be clear.  I'm not voting no 8 

because of politics, I'm voting no because it's 9 

a - - policy that lacks long-term vision.  We, 10 

the school community, demand that the 11 

educational model that was implemented in 12 

September with a proven track record of success 13 

be given back to us.  Enough is enough.  Mayor 14 

Bloomberg, give us back what we're - - .  15 

Richmond Hill High School does not want to be 16 

part of the school improvement experiment.  Our 17 

school community has suffered enough - - and 18 

increased class size and we are not in the 19 

market for another DOE mandated approach to 20 

fixing our school.   - - fix our school and - -21 

 .  A couple of years ago the - - of the New 22 

York State Assembly signed on - - a letter and 23 

delivered it to Chancellor - - and asked that 24 

the, requested that the eight high schools in 25 
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Queens that were slated to be closed, be put 1 

back on a successful restart transformation 2 

model and be allowed - - .  This is a - - that 3 

everybody is fighting for our schools and we 4 

need to continue this fight.  In closing, I've 5 

sponsored a PEP resolution, which will be on the 6 

DOE, which is on the DOE website that calls for 7 

the abandonment of the turnaround - - .  It will 8 

be - - this proposal - - support - - resolution, 9 

fight for your school and continue to fight.  10 

Don't give up.  Thank you all for coming out 11 

tonight.   - - . 12 

MS. FEIJOO:  Our next speaker is Scott - - .  13 

SCOTT:  I'm also going to face over here.  14 

Good evening.  My name is Scott - - , I'm the 15 

director of constituent services for Assemblyman 16 

Mike - - and it's an honor and a privilege to be 17 

- - .  I'm just going to read a short statement 18 

from the Assemblyman, unfortunately he's in 19 

Albany at legislative session and was not able 20 

to come down, but I'll read - - .  I stand 21 

united with the students, parents and faculty of 22 

Richmond Hill High School in strong opposition 23 

to its closure.  You can applaud.  Richmond Hill 24 

High School serves an incredibly diverse 25 
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community.  We have seen an influx of families 1 

who originate from countries in Latin America 2 

and Asia to several of the neighborhoods of 3 

Richmond Hill, South - - Park and Woodhaven.  4 

Richmond Hill High School, like many of the 5 

schools slated to be closed, has many English 6 

language learners.  As we have seen with other 7 

closures, otherwise known as turnarounds, 8 

children who live in the neighborhoods 9 

surrounding their local schools have suffered 10 

unimaginably.  A recent study conducted by the 11 

Urban Youth - - shows up to 33,000 students from 12 

21 high schools closed between 2000 and 2009-13 

5,162 have - - . That number is particularly 14 

tragic as we lose ground to other countries that 15 

continue to invest substantial resources in 16 

education and gain a foothold in the competitive 17 

global marketplace.  It also sends a message to 18 

our youth that we are not interested in making 19 

commitments to them - - .  The evidence of this 20 

is striking.  Richmond Hill High School was 21 

originally built in 1897 to accommodate 1,800 22 

students, enrollment has now exploded to 3,500 23 

and it's only been reduced in the last - - 24 

years.  This type of overcrowding has resulted 25 
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in - - class and activity scheduling.  I 1 

understand that there are some kids who are 2 

scheduled to eat lunch at 9:45 in the morning.  3 

I can't imagine eating a peanut butter and jelly 4 

sandwich at 9:45 in the morning.   - - aren't 5 

just the students at Richmond Hill High School 6 

that have persevered and taken advantage of 7 

special programs that the school offers.  I'll - 8 

- two of them here.  The first is - - classes 9 

and tutoring in a variety of subject matters.  10 

The second is the small learning communities 11 

that - - , students are placed into one of six 12 

SLCs during grades 10 through 12 with 13 

concentrations in design, business and finance, 14 

health and fitness, - - and modern engineering.  15 

[background noise] internship opportunities and 16 

this program should be singled out in that real 17 

world skills are being taught right here at 18 

Richmond Hill High School with a potential for 19 

kids to start meaningful career paths.  So I - - 20 

panel in their education policy to consider 21 

these factors when deciding the fate of Richmond 22 

Hill High School and the other 26 high schools 23 

that are slated for closure.  As we've seen with 24 

seven schools the city just recently decided to 25 



 37

spare, there's always room to interpret that 1 

and reexamine the exclusive challenge each 2 

institution faces.  We should be working to put 3 

more resources into our communities rather than 4 

finding ways to tear the heart and soul out of 5 

our centers of learning.  Listen to the parents, 6 

teachers, and most of all the students who love 7 

their school and want to prosper here.  Vote no 8 

closure-vote yes for our kids.  Thank you.  9 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  Before moving on to 10 

another speaker, I ask that the speakers - - 11 

school leadership - - panel.  Our next speaker 12 

is Kate - - for Councilman Crowley.  13 

Councilwoman Crowley, - - . 14 

KATE:  Yes, I am Katherine - - and I am here 15 

as the Deputy Chief of Staff for Councilman - - 16 

like to support Councilmember Wills' statement 17 

that we just - - and we really don't need to - -18 

 . I'm thrilled to have Dimitro - - with us.  He 19 

is a very strong - - .  The message from 20 

Councilmember - - to the Mayor and the DOE is to 21 

move - - for turnaround - - at Richmond Hill 22 

High School.  [background noise] this year - - 23 

address the audience - - early and met a very 24 

few of you-thank you so much for coming out.  25 
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[background noise] resident of Richmond Hill, 1 

this school means more to me than any kind of 2 

statement that I am reading on behalf of the 3 

Councilmember.  I know this community, I have 4 

family members - - , I have friends who 5 

currently teach here, my children have - - 6 

events at this school, I know this building, I 7 

just find - - personally this is very upsetting 8 

and distressing for me.  It hits home.  I have 9 

attended three public hearings for other schools 10 

and I want to congratulate this extremely 11 

articulate panel, you really hit the nail right 12 

on the head, each one of you has said something 13 

very important and I would just like to make-I 14 

took - - notes and I'd just like to make a few 15 

comments.  It is not - - from the fact sheet 16 

that we received - - as I entered the room that 17 

- - school - - retain the restart model.  By 18 

pulling - - beginning you left everyone just 19 

hanging.  Nonetheless the school has made great 20 

strides.  The small learning communities, the - 21 

- the career paths, all of these are - - here in 22 

the school.  If the Department of Education sees 23 

failure here, if it really the failure of the 24 

Department of Education.   - - here is the story 25 
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of the successful human relationship between a 1 

particular teacher and a particular student.   -  2 

turnaround model in this school is - - on the 3 

community relationships and the school.  It is 4 

the act of human relationships that have been 5 

going on here for more than a hundred years.  6 

Again, I just have to say personally I have many 7 

family members who were teachers here and - - 8 

major New York State mathematics textbooks.  9 

This school has a deep, deep history and I'm 10 

very concerned that any - - the new turnaround 11 

and closedown of our schools is a - - of history 12 

and all [background noise] statistics that many 13 

- - schools under scrutiny now have shown over 14 

the last three years will be very - - so that he 15 

can very easily justify by past statistics.  Not 16 

current statistics, how - - .  I would also like 17 

to make - - the Councilwoman is particularly 18 

concerned about one of the features of the 19 

turnaround model and the closing down is that 20 

the hiring of the new teachers is - - go for the 21 

teachers - - teacher.  [background noise] an 22 

experienced teacher is worth his or her salary.  23 

[background noise] and, again, this particular 24 

community which is a community - - the needs are 25 
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different and greater.  We can also see by 1 

past history, Mr. Didenedetto mentioned one of 2 

the schools we also have in our community not 3 

far away, Franklin - - , frankly that's a 4 

disaster.  That campus is a disaster.  So 5 

they're saying that - - like that where there 6 

are many small schools in there, nonetheless it 7 

has, you know, a clear example for us here.  8 

Just a few other points that I want to make that 9 

the change in personnel here at the school would 10 

change college admission.  I - - councilmember's 11 

office to get calls constantly about what's my 12 

eighth grader going go to do?  Where will they 13 

go to school?  We don't understand what's 14 

happening?  It's really very detrimental to 15 

families for the future - - choices for their 16 

schools.  Also, we know that - - can look at the 17 

history of the Mayor and what he has done with 18 

his new small school initiatives, he has 19 

burdened these schools with overage, under 20 

credited, English language [background noise].  21 

So the needs are entirely different and the 22 

funding just hasn't been there.  And - - 23 

resident, I think it's more than ten years I've 24 

been looking at these trailers, you know, I mean 25 
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I find it as an insult to my community, let 1 

alone the school.  I think I've said enough.  I 2 

think you understand that on behalf of 3 

Councilmember Crowley - - absolutely want the - 4 

- to focus on - - and please bring this message 5 

back to the Mayor and the Department of 6 

Education.  We want Richmond Hill to remain 7 

Richmond Hill High School.   8 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] speaker 9 

[background noise] Robert - - . 10 

ROBERT:  Good evening everyone.  My name is 11 

Robert - - , I'm the assistant secretary for UFT 12 

and I'm here on behalf of my - - .   - - to say 13 

anything about this school - - students, parents 14 

and the other people who know this school have 15 

said everything there is to say about this 16 

school and I think everybody - - knows that.  17 

All I want to talk about is why this decision 18 

was made.  Back in September, the Department of 19 

Education decided which schools they were going 20 

to close this year and - - Richmond Hill - - .  21 

And as the year went along, - - that new program 22 

- - do this, do that, the whole - - when the 23 

Department of Education walked out on 24 

negotiations for the evaluation for the schools, 25 
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then all of a sudden the Mayor said I'm going 1 

- - you and he said I'm closing 33 schools.  It 2 

has nothing to do with - - and all that junk 3 

that's been thrown at you-that's what happened.  4 

And, remember, it's not - - because - - the 5 

panel for education - - are puppets being 6 

pulled, the strings are being pulled by the 7 

Mayor-there are now 26 schools.  The other seven 8 

schools were taken off the list.  So that's the 9 

- - , let's [background noise].  And finally, 10 

the other group - - the educational system 11 

besides our students, teachers we know - - beat 12 

up by this Mayor from day one.   - - we have the 13 

parents getting beat up too.  So the committee 14 

that is supposed to review and - - new school is 15 

supposed to have - - and yet - - never heard 16 

that tonight, I never heard - - say that - - .  17 

A parent is supposed to be on - - .  The parent 18 

- - cut out of this - - .  So let's take - - the 19 

fight and let's keep Richmond Hills open.   20 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.   - - is here - - 21 

but I want to recognize him as a representative 22 

from Congressman - - .  Our next presenter is 23 

Nick - - for Assemblyman Mike - - .  Thank you. 24 

NICK:  Thank you.  As they said, my name is 25 
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Nick - - from Assemblyman Mike - - office and 1 

I don't have any prepared comments because I 2 

actually just drove down from Albany to be here 3 

today.  But the one question I have - - the 4 

panel is what in this system is worth fighting 5 

for?  What in this system is worth 6 

incentivizing?  I've been at the school—I was 7 

here not that long ago and I was meeting with - 8 

- peer metrics and in that room there was a 9 

group of 20 or so kids who were so dedicated to 10 

math that they were helping other kids in the 11 

school [background noise].  They were telling me 12 

what they wanted to do - - future of the school 13 

is they wanted - - a lot of bright kids who were 14 

looking out for the community who wanted to make 15 

their school a better place.  What I've seen in 16 

the past five years or so has been this pattern 17 

of we're going to take money away from the 18 

school because we don't have the money for it 19 

and therefore they're going to have to cut 20 

programs.  So instead of five after school 21 

programs, - - have three.  And then the next 22 

year we - - more money and they don't have any 23 

more programs.  And then the next year they - - 24 

have to give up something else.  Then over time 25 
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the school starts to do worse and the answer 1 

to that is to close the school.  I don't see 2 

how, at what point that makes sense because if 3 

we have programs that are working in the school, 4 

I don't understand why we wouldn't work to put 5 

more money back into the school to make it work.  6 

So I'm going to just ask that question – what - 7 

- and what is - - ?  Thank you very much.   8 

MS. FEIJOO:  Before you give your formal 9 

presentations, I'd like to - - CPC 27 member - - 10 

is present.  Okay.  We've now concluded the 11 

formal presentation.  I will ask the - - people 12 

in the group order to come down to the 13 

microphone for public comment.  You are reminded 14 

that public comments must be limited to two 15 

minutes in order to be respectful of everyone's 16 

time.  You will be signaled at about 30 seconds 17 

and then signaled when your time has concluded.  18 

Time will be kept carefully and we'll signal you 19 

as you're speaking.  The first five names of 20 

individuals signed up for public comment – 21 

number one-Alana - - ; number two is [background 22 

noise] Martin; number three-James - - ; number 23 

four-Roberto - - ; and number five, [background 24 

noise].  If - - those five people - - 25 
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microphone.  Thank you.   1 

ALANA:  We can start? 2 

MS. FEIJOO:  Yes, please. 3 

ALANA:  Okay.  I'm - - history teacher - - 4 

Academy.  Hello everyone.  [background noise] 5 

everyone on the panel - - .  As many of you 6 

know, I'm a person of many words and today I 7 

have so many, I actually don't know where to 8 

start.  So I - - .  My first - - year in - - of 9 

2008, sitting - - with my very first class of 10 

freshmen.  Wide eyed and shy with hints of - - 11 

dancing across their face.  I wasn't sure what 12 

to expect from them or myself for that matter.  13 

As the days and weeks progressed, I watched my 14 

students and myself grow more confident.  Our 15 

lessons on ancient Greece and Egypt, the 16 

Holocaust, to the French and Industrial 17 

Revolutions, to name a few.   - - .  My students 18 

were eager to learn, eager to soak in 19 

information - - .   - - able to show - - talk 20 

about in class.  After a lesson on Henry VIII 21 

and several - - of his palace - - in England 22 

that a - - recent trip one student sighed and 23 

said, "I wish I could go to all those places, 24 

Miss - - ."  Less than four years later, and 25 
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just six days ago, I have a new memory of 1 

those same students running through the garden 2 

of the same - - that they learned about, 3 

screaming at the top of their lungs [background 4 

noise] do anything they want and be anything 5 

they wanted to be if they dedicated enough-6 

that's it?  If they dedicated enough of 7 

themselves to what they believe in, they can 8 

accomplish anything.  In four years I watched my 9 

wide-eyed and shy students blossom into 10 

intelligent, hardworking, dedicated young 11 

adults.  Young adults who have accomplished so 12 

much that I am not even their mother, yet I - - 13 

on their graduation day.  These student were 14 

given amazing opportunities at Richmond Hill 15 

High School, - - programs, including leadership, 16 

- - , career pathway, internships, travel abroad 17 

programs and many more.  They are - - school 18 

supported by - - teachers and administrators.  I 19 

am one of them and I can easily point out 20 

several more in this room right now.  I have so 21 

much more to say.  This is my school, - - , this 22 

is my - - and I want this school to say open! 23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Our next speaker is [background 24 

noise]. 25 
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FEMALE VOICE:  First I want to 1 

congratulate [background noise] and I hope that 2 

[background noise] Department of Education's 3 

latest attempt to close - - process of a three 4 

year long program - - negotiation - - that does 5 

not require principal and teacher evaluation and 6 

- - .  There is nothing educationally sound - - 7 

not to those students.  It will not - - 8 

developing a sound - - .  Furthermore, - - 9 

system - - .  While these - - aren't the most 10 

important ones, there are - - ones too.  11 

Removing hundreds of teachers and talking them 12 

into - - where they work as substitutes - - 13 

salary will cost the city - - the most talented 14 

populations.  I - - every child is not the same.  15 

Every child does not learn at the same level - -16 

 .   - - students and if you continue with this 17 

- - , I'm afraid that - - the schools that are 18 

failing, but we, the adults, and the school 19 

system, who - - students who need more time, the 20 

time that they need.  21 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  The next speaker - 22 

- . 23 

MALE VOICE:  Mrs. Grimm, thank you for 24 

coming here today.  I sincerely am grateful that 25 
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you are here today.  This sounds sarcastic, 1 

but I mean it sincerely.  We don't have the 2 

opportunity to speak to people who work at high 3 

levels of the DOE very often - - here in our 4 

building.  So it is ironic that we are here 5 

today.  But I am grateful for the opportunity to 6 

speak with you and I am so immensely proud of my 7 

students and my former students that [background 8 

noise].  I am so proud of you for coming here 9 

tonight and speaking up, as this is what we talk 10 

about in class all the time-we talk about how we 11 

are going to make a difference in the world.  12 

What kind of a world we want to see.  We have - 13 

- translated into Spanish, is it being 14 

translated into - - ?  I spoke with Terry 15 

Stevens [phonetic] about an hour ago.  He's the 16 

testing coordinator for the ELL students here at 17 

our school?  I asked him how many languages are 18 

spoken - - of our students.  He said, Mr. - - , 19 

approximately 30, maybe more.  So this is one of 20 

the very unique challenges that Richmond Hill  21 

High School faces every day.  Not just tonight 22 

at this public meeting, but every day we have 23 

students coming into us from all parts of the 24 

world and speaking many languages and we see 25 
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that as a strength.  We see that as something 1 

to celebrate.  Because the diversity of our 2 

school is a beautiful thing.  And it's something 3 

that we want to work with.  But we do not have 4 

the support of the DOE.  We do not have the 5 

resources, we do not get the extra teachers or 6 

teacher assistants or paraprofessionals.  We do 7 

not get the millions of dollars, even when we 8 

are told we are going to get millions of 9 

dollars.  And yet, despite all that, we've heard 10 

from so many people today who have already 11 

spoken about the great strides that we have made 12 

without that support.  We have made a huge climb 13 

in graduation rates and we have made a huge 14 

climb in regents test scores.  And we're doing 15 

that all without the support.  With the support 16 

with the DOE, we could go much, much further.  I 17 

know my time is up and I'm not going to speak 18 

anymore, I'm going to let - - speak for - - . 19 

MS. FEIJOO:   - - time - - close. 20 

MALE VOICE:  I will.  A few weeks ago I 21 

taught this song with one of my classes-it's 22 

called the backlash blues - - . 23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Your time is up. 24 

MALE VOICE:  And - - . 25 
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MS. FEIJOO:  We have to be fair to 1 

everyone - - . 2 

MALE VOICE:  And the - - of the backlash 3 

blues - - you give me second class houses and 4 

second class schools, do you think that color - 5 

- are just second class fools.  Well, we're not 6 

fools, we know what's going on.  7 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is [background 8 

noise]. 9 

FEMALE VOICE:   - - panel members, parents, 10 

students, community members.  Richmond Hill High 11 

School - - on a scale - - average ELA - -eighth 12 

grade.  Which is calculated by - - percent 13 

because - - learning disabilities - - entry into 14 

the ninth grade - - academy, which has been used 15 

as a model - - schools within the DOE.  Again, - 16 

- 4.5 - - Richmond's rating is 2.13, which means 17 

that for the entire population of Richmond Hill, 18 

taking into account the proficiency in - - math, 19 

the - - challenges and - - school, the students 20 

are entering high school - - average that is 21 

less than half the - - .  This - - small amount 22 

of the challenges our students face before they 23 

even step foot into any of the classrooms here 24 

at Richmond Hill High School.  Yet, many of the 25 
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students are - - do and will succeed - - 1 

instead of - - four years, it just takes them a 2 

little bit longer.  We are proud - - when they 3 

do succeed and - - we applaud their perseverance 4 

and determination - - .  We applaud - - in them 5 

to succeed and - - their fear to fight for them.  6 

We love our students and we are not complaining 7 

about their needs, we accept the challenge of 8 

helping them educationally to earn - - .  What 9 

we want is for our city to not ignore - - rating 10 

our schools, the failure rating in schools with 11 

high need students.   - - work and determination 12 

it takes to get students to succeed.  Do not 13 

continue to - - when they have - - in our 14 

schools.  Applaud the teachers, thank them and 15 

support them.  Please take Richmond Hill High 16 

School off the list of closures - - is not the 17 

right fit for Richmond Hill High School.  18 

[background noise] 19 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker [background 20 

noise]. 21 

MALE VOICE:  My name is - - . 22 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is Sally - - . 23 

MALE VOICE:  My name is - - and I have 24 

another - - , so thank you very much.  I'm the 25 
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district representative of Queens - - United 1 

Federation of Teachers and let's be clear, this 2 

Mayor - - ten years of his - - education policy 3 

is absolutely horrendous and we can see very 4 

clearly this has nothing to do with education.  5 

We see very clearly this has nothing to do - - 6 

politics of Mayor - - .  It isn't about the 7 

money.  It isn't about the - - .   - - very 8 

clearly if you don't get the money, you're 9 

closing the school.  It isn't about teacher 10 

evaluation.  It isn't about - - instruction, 11 

because - - but even - - teacher evaluation, 12 

you're closing the school.  You have fooled no 13 

one and - - asking - - to the Mayor is everybody 14 

in this community - - political game.  The 15 

destructive policies of this Mayor continue and 16 

will not stop until the - - stand up against it.  17 

To be clear, Richmond Hill High School has - - 18 

support that the Department of Education - - .  19 

Those 22 trailers out there that have been there 20 

for years is because the Mayor - - , they are 21 

[background noise] move the teachers, you're 22 

still - - school and we understand that.  To be 23 

clear, you - - Richmond Hill has been awake for 24 

a long time and despite the numbers - - , we 25 



 53

know the truth-Richmond Hill is a successful 1 

school, despite what the Mayor thinks.  2 

[background noise] stand up. This is Richmond 3 

Hill!  Not [background noise] Mayor Bloomberg 4 

and we're not going anywhere! 5 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] speakers who 6 

have signed in have an opportunity to speak and 7 

to be respectful of those who are here in - - 8 

that speaker number five is Sharon - - .   - - , 9 

excuse me, Sharon - - .  I will announce the 10 

next five speakers, six through ten, to please 11 

line up.  Melanie - - , Brian - - , Christopher 12 

- - , number nine, - - and number ten, Deanna 13 

[phonetic] - - .  Again, speaker number six, 14 

Melanie - - . 15 

MELANIE:  Okay.  My name is Melanie - - , 16 

I'm an ESL teacher - - language teacher at 17 

Richmond Hill High School for 16 ½ years.  I - - 18 

what the DOE is doing.  How can the DOE say that 19 

it cares about the kids or - - education, when 20 

the majority of the students - - the DOE.  How, 21 

when you say the rating of the school is based 22 

on numbers, you don't take into consideration 23 

the population of the schools and - - 24 

challenges?  How can you say - - when you label 25 
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- - student requiring additional support.  The 1 

city - - the idea that one size does not fit all 2 

and that students learn at different - - and 3 

different styles.  How hypocritical of you to 4 

have one set criteria for one rating schools 5 

when you know - - challenges and learning styles 6 

exists within a school and at certain schools 7 

there are higher concentrations of these needs 8 

and challenges.  How can you propose to remedy 9 

the issue of low achievement of Richmond Hill 10 

High School by sending in a - - leader, Mr. 11 

Michael Weinstein, who has no prior principal 12 

experience.  Who has no instructional 13 

[background noise].  Who has no experience with 14 

our student demographic.  A leader from a school 15 

with 1,000 students that the administration had 16 

the privilege of handpicking.  Who had only 17 

seven ESL students who took the - - last year.  18 

With a population of 68% white and 12% Asian.  19 

Where students were from households with stable, 20 

social economic statuses.  A school situation on 21 

a campus - - with all the resources they needed 22 

to facilitate and maintain high achievement.  23 

This man is supposed to come in and relate to 24 

our students and bring the expertise and 25 
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leadership necessary to bring about the type 1 

of turnaround we need to get Richmond Hill High 2 

School students to become high achievers?  How 3 

is this inexperienced, assistant principal of a 4 

school - - be able to connect, empathize and 5 

relate to the needs of our students, their 6 

families and making - - community in an 7 

adequately beneficial way?  Is this the best fit 8 

the city could come up with?  Is - - students 9 

learn as [background noise] ESL learners and 10 

their families - - speaking in English. 11 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 12 

MELANIE:  How does this - - Richmond Hill 13 

students and the community.  Does it [crosstalk] 14 

MS. FEIJOO:  I'm sorry, [crosstalk].  Thank 15 

you.  Thank you.  [background noise] 16 

MALE VOICE:  First of all, I want to 17 

apologize - - and I want to thank you very much 18 

for coming down to help save our school.  19 

[background noise] teacher here for 20 years.  A 20 

proud teacher here - - proud teacher and 21 

[background noise].  I'm also very proud to say 22 

my principal here at Richmond Hill High School 23 

is - - Richmond Hill High School.  I'm here to 24 

talk about the attendance and truancy problems 25 
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that - - here at Richmond Hill High School.  1 

This is something that's nationwide and, you 2 

know, not - - focus all that - - here at 3 

Richmond Hill.   - - with President Obama.  It's 4 

not a problem here in Richmond Hill, I'm 5 

watching - - the other day - - talk about the 6 

problems - - truancy in - - .  Well, as I said, 7 

- - problem we have at Richmond Hill High 8 

School.  If they took away - - that we have here 9 

at Richmond High School, our graduation percent 10 

would be - - .  [background noise] the students 11 

that do come to school and, you know, - - come 12 

up and show me [background noise] whole 13 

situation - - .  But what are we going to do - - 14 

fix this problem?  It is not just - - problem.  15 

Here at Richmond Hill, we do our best to make 16 

sure it's not going to be a problem - - what's 17 

not going to be a problem for us and - - thank 18 

the people here at Richmond Hill High School for 19 

coming down because I'm very proud - - breaking 20 

up this school is like breaking up a family - - 21 

and - - find that very - - .  [background noise] 22 

Richmond Hill High School - - proud of my 23 

family.  Thank you [background noise].  24 

MS. FEIJOO:  Our next speaker is [background 25 
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noise]. 1 

MALE VOICE:  Well, my name is - - and I have 2 

one thing - - to keep this school.  My mom, she 3 

was a graduate of Richmond Hill in 1985 and my 4 

sister also graduate here in 2010, so I have 5 

generations that have graduated from this school 6 

and they told me that Richmond Hill was one of 7 

the best they ever went to.  They said that the 8 

teachers there are like family there and 9 

teachers there deserve more and—I'm very nervous 10 

today.  I'm here today so we can keep the 11 

school.  When I first started - - to Richmond 12 

Hill, but I'm discovering that Richmond Hill is 13 

way more than I ever thought - - it became more 14 

- - more and more.  And teachers here have 15 

treated me fair and teachers here actually want 16 

me to succeed and they see that - - to succeed 17 

in life is a lot more.  They treat me like 18 

family and I - - .  I do like - - and I do like 19 

the faculty.  If you take that away from the 20 

students, I don't think that's going to be - - .  21 

I - - know anything about Bloomberg and the 22 

schools, this is the first time I actually found 23 

out about this and I think it's wrong.  It's 24 

just - - to these teachers that work so hard and 25 
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these teachers that - - school - - 20-30 1 

years.  I think they deserve to stay.  I think 2 

they deserve praise.  These are teachers that 3 

deserve everything and they deserve - - and they 4 

deserve more than— 5 

MS. FEIJOO:  [interposing]  Thank you. 6 

MALE VOICE:  --you're giving them now.   7 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 8 

FEMALE VOICE:  My name is - - and I've - - 9 

21 years.  I'm at the point where I can - - the 10 

children of my former students.  I'd like to 11 

read a statement.  That each school's 12 

performance is compared to the performance of 13 

schools in peer groups.  Each high school has up 14 

to 40 peer schools.  Richmond Hill's peer group 15 

has 34 small schools and six large schools.  16 

There's nothing equitable about the way the 17 

progress report was generated.  The peer group 18 

may be set up to make large schools in poor 19 

neighborhoods look bad.  Consider how we - - up.  20 

To mention the - - schools we were compared to.  21 

One was - - High School has 78 students.  - - 22 

High School and 87 students.  Irvin Action 23 

Academy-246 students and others of similar size.  24 

These schools were - - peer schools because the 25 
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city said we have students with similar 1 

challenges and a similar peer index.  Richmond 2 

Hill High School's enrollment as of the most 3 

recent quarter, was 2,910 students.  Don't you 4 

think the size of the population should be taken 5 

into consideration?  Of the sixth largest 6 

schools in our peer group, four are designated 7 

restart by the city for this coming school year.  8 

Based on their - - improvements.  Each school 9 

was afforded a school improvement plan by the 10 

DOE and given three years to show progress.  It 11 

was only four months into the semester that the 12 

Mayor changed his mind.  Conveniently rescinding 13 

his plan and arbitrarily placed those four large 14 

schools back on the list of closures.  How 15 

unfair.  How - - .   16 

MS. FEIJOO:  Please bring your comments to a 17 

close.  Thank you. 18 

FEMALE VOICE:  As far as - - concerned, the 19 

city - - deliberately refusing to put systems 20 

and programs in place that would actively 21 

address the needs of our students or 22 

conveniently trying to - - statistics that they 23 

put the Mayor's initiative to close these large 24 

high schools. 25 
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MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 1 

FEMALE VOICE:  I [background noise] 2 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is [background 3 

noise]. 4 

DEANNA:  Good evening everyone.  My name is 5 

Deanna [phonetic] and I'm a sophomore here at 6 

Richmond Hill High School.  I'm - - .  I just - 7 

- majority of us here consider the school to be 8 

- - these teachers here, they act as our 9 

parents, our mothers, our fathers, and 10 

[background noise] for scholarships, internship 11 

- - and then also my - - teacher, Miss 12 

[background noise], she's taken her time off to 13 

be home with her family to stay after school to 14 

make sure that I had what I need - - and I just 15 

don't want - - these teachers have helped me 16 

reach my full potential and made me the best I - 17 

- possibly could - - .  Thank you.  18 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] number 12, 19 

Thomas - - ; number 13, Mark - - ; number 14, 20 

[background noise]; and number 15, [background 21 

noise] the gentleman in [background noise].  22 

Number 11, Christina - - . 23 

CHRISTINA:  Hello everyone.  My name is 24 

Christina - - and I am student at Richmond Hill 25 
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High School. Richmond Hill has been standing - 1 

- since 1897.  Throughout the years the - - .  2 

in the school I - - achieve greater heights and 3 

- - .  If it weren't for the - - , I would have 4 

never been able to experience the rare insight - 5 

- .  Obviously I wouldn't have been able to - - 6 

and see, if it wasn't for - - .  I was waiting 7 

to become certified in Microsoft Word and Excel 8 

during my junior year.  I was also put on - - by 9 

participating in the business plan - -  10 

competition.  I am grateful to have - -such an 11 

opportunity.  I - - awesome experience.  I would 12 

also like to thank my former English teacher, 13 

Mrs. Garcia.  She is a teacher that every 14 

student deserves to have and she - - in my life.  15 

It was a privilege to be a student in her class.  16 

I will never forget - - preparation.  This 17 

showed me that she cared - - .  I promise you 18 

that there are many other students in this 19 

building that share - - .  Teachers do make a 20 

difference.  Closing down Richmond Hill will 21 

not—will hurt the student body as well as - - 22 

blaming our teachers - - .  Thank you. 23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you [background noise]. 24 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you.  My name is 25 
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[background noise] their ability to overcome 1 

adversity.  In order for a child to perform at a 2 

high level, they need stability.  Unfortunately, 3 

the students at this school come to us from very 4 

difficult circumstances – feelings of - - 5 

emotional exhaustion, these are not uncommon.  6 

The last thing that they need now is additional 7 

instability in their life.  [background noise].  8 

The amazing thing is how many of these students 9 

fight these challenges and manage to persevere.  10 

Richmond Hill is their opportunity to shine, to 11 

go beyond these obstacles and succeed.  Programs 12 

- - school, after school clubs, internships, all 13 

of these offer our students an opportunity to 14 

build relationships, foster leadership skills 15 

and develop a sense of community they will use 16 

throughout their life.  For many of these 17 

students, this school provides a stabilizing 18 

force which nurtures and supports their dreams 19 

and ambitions.  Do you really believe we're 20 

helping them by removing this support system?  21 

In spite of - - support of the DOE, the staff 22 

here remain dedicated to their success and we 23 

continue to work diligently on our end to 24 

support their success.  And what about those 25 
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students who struggle to adjust?  The ones who 1 

have failed the tests?  Who continue to move 2 

forward despite these enormous obstacles?  3 

Perhaps it may take them five years to finish 4 

high school as they adjust to the outside 5 

pressures, which many of us can only sympathize 6 

with, but not empathize with.  While the DOE - - 7 

support base - - , we continue to encourage 8 

them, support them and applaud them for their 9 

efforts.  I urge you to continue to - - which 10 

was deemed appropriate by the DOE just one year 11 

ago.  We love our schools and I ask that you 12 

consider this when - - .  Join us in applauding 13 

them for overcoming so much and supporting 14 

Richmond Hill High School - - their future and 15 

with nothing but their best interest at heart.  16 

Thank you.   17 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is - - . 18 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you.  - - , thank you.  19 

My name is - - , I'm a senior and I'm here to 20 

speak for Richmond Hill, because it's my home 21 

and I love it.  And all of us work - - , all the 22 

teachers, all the students, that's how we - - .  23 

But in my perspective, I - - , I've joined 24 

clubs, sports - - .  [background noise] sports 25 
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makes you feel - - , makes you want to rise to 1 

the top.  Because that's what I want to be - - , 2 

I want to be famous.  I want to be a chef.  3 

[background noise].  Everybody in this school - 4 

- we all have - - .  I just want to thank 5 

everybody for being here and supporting our 6 

school.  I want to thank all the teachers, 7 

students, all my friends, my coach, [background 8 

noise] teachers.  She's not here because she - - 9 

this whole thing that's going on with the 10 

school, so she decided to leave unfortunately, 11 

but her name is Miss - - and she [background 12 

noise].  My science teacher, Miss - - , she's 13 

here.  Sorry - - .  And much more.  And 14 

everybody else - - I love this school.  Please, 15 

save Richmond Hill.   16 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is - - . 17 

MALE VOICE:  Good evening.  Mrs. Grimm, I'd 18 

like to thank you for coming down - - coming and 19 

meeting us - - and particularly I'd like to 20 

thank the families and the students that are 21 

here tonight to help preserve this school.  I - 22 

- and also the athletic director - - coaches and 23 

- - 400 students that - - place to play and - - 24 

compete.  Over the last five years - - our 25 
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attendance rate rose 2% to 88%.  Our percent - 1 

- has increased from 53 to 76%.  And it's still 2 

rising because all of the changes that have been 3 

implemented by this staff, by the students, by 4 

the parents and by our leader.  Definitely a 5 

sign of a - - improving school.  You said - - we 6 

have - - by the DOE - - schools that are - - 7 

Ninth Grade Academy.  Why would you stop that, 8 

take that down and bringing in - - organization 9 

- - ?  Do you think possibly - - build up to - - 10 

percent in five years?  And what - - another 11 

five - - ?  What if - - would that be worth 12 

breaking up - - and starting over?  Our Ninth 13 

Grade Academy started - - three years ago - - 14 

down on a piece of paper - - the email that 15 

came, 50 pages - - maybe now within a week the 16 

idea was - - across the administration and we 17 

started building the Ninth Grade Academy.  By 18 

the next - - Ninth Grade Academy was initiated 19 

with the help of - - and Miss - - and it started 20 

rolling out.  Last year it got fully under way 21 

and - - because a lot has happened and a lot is 22 

happening - - sometimes - - making it seem like 23 

a good idea when sometimes it's not.  To break 24 

this up would be wrong.  To break this up - - go 25 
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back before you can go forward and - - . 1 

MS. FEIJOO:  We need - - .  2 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you - - . 3 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 4 

MALE VOICE:  [background noise] I've been 5 

teaching at Richmond Hill for 14 years.  As is 6 

the case in every classroom, the opening day - - 7 

subject matter and establishing the classroom 8 

atmosphere.  Trying to achieve the - - learning 9 

- - .  Now, if I - - and deviate from that, if I 10 

redefine, every three weeks, - - culture of 11 

uncertainty.  My - - are due, in large part, to 12 

the fact that - - beginning of the year stands 13 

throughout the year.  My children know what to 14 

expect from me, they know what I expect of them.  15 

So my question is this–how can we expect the 16 

children - - lose faith in their environment, in 17 

their educational environment to - - of this 18 

emotional balance?  How can we look for critical 19 

thinking - - thinking this school is on shaky 20 

ground.  From one day to the next there's 21 

something different.  They need the psychology 22 

and stability to proceed.  My other question is 23 

this-if the achievement gap is of foremost 24 

concern, is this - - shrunken it or broaden it?  25 
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Are we going to have four or five cohorts in 1 

which the top - - lose traction and the 2 

struggling students just fall by the wayside.  I 3 

think this is of paramount concern.  I trust 4 

that sound reasoning and competence will prevail 5 

ultimately.  Thank you. 6 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 7 

number 16 declined to speak tonight.  Number 17 8 

is Carol Brushard [phonetic]; number 18 is - - ; 9 

number 19 is - - ; number 20 is Amy - - ; and 10 

number 21 is Christopher [background noise].  11 

Number 17-Carol Brushard. 12 

MS. BRUSHARD:  Good evening.  I am parent 13 

coordinator here at the Hill.  You have already 14 

heard - - keep Richmond Hill open and return her 15 

to the status - - .  So while I agree and 16 

support those pleas, I will not repeat them.  17 

When the position of parent coordinator was 18 

instituted in 2003, we received extensive 19 

training.  During one of those trainings we were 20 

told that there would be times when parents ask 21 

questions that we would be unable to answer.  22 

This has never been more evident than during the 23 

last past few months.  Here are a few of the 24 

questions that my parents, and I do consider 25 
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them my parents, have asked.  Why are they, 1 

the DOE, doing this to us?  Why does the DOE 2 

always refer to older reports, not the latest 3 

information?  Doesn't the DOE recognize that our 4 

graduation rate has been and is still improving?  5 

They granted us restart status, giving us three 6 

years to continue our program.  Four months 7 

later they take it away.  Why?  Doesn't the DOE 8 

know that it takes time to make changes and see 9 

results?  Why is this school held accountable 10 

for students who are sent to us as ninth graders 11 

at the age of 16, 17 or older who don't graduate 12 

in four years due to their limited education and 13 

skills?  Because of time, I'm going to have to 14 

skip down.  DOE says they will provide the new 15 

school with all the help they need to succeed.  16 

If the resources are available, why haven't they 17 

been offered to us?  [background noise] her last 18 

day when the - - vote hasn't taken place?  19 

[background noise].  The PTA officers have asked 20 

this question-why did the - - and the children - 21 

- network team sit through a meeting on April 22 

19 th  at 7 PM to introduce the new proposed leader 23 

to the students and parents when that's the same 24 

night as the PTA meeting, the same time, and 25 
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they were never consulted.   1 

MS. FEIJOO:  Number 18, - - . 2 

FEMALE VOICE:  [background noise] Ninth 3 

Grade Academy [background noise] listen to what 4 

I have to say - - this information to the - - .  5 

How can you - - support such an unfair - - .  6 

It's incumbent upon you to share - - the points 7 

that - - raises here.  We urge you to vote no to 8 

the closure of the - - .  The school - - 9 

arbitrarily, but we believe it was based on our 10 

statistics.  We believe that - - of our 11 

improvement - - proud to be a persistently 12 

improving school and, therefore, worthy of 13 

support and deserve - - to continue to make 14 

strides - - .  There are many successful 15 

programs in place here at Richmond Hill High 16 

School - - Ninth Grade Academy that have been 17 

very successful and I'm proud to be a part of 18 

it.  And - - requirements.  We - - to support 19 

us, to fund us and not to close us.  In order to 20 

properly address the issue of low achievement in 21 

the New York City Public Schools, we need 22 

policies that actually support and address these 23 

needs.  We call upon the DOE and the Mayor not 24 

to keep dancing around the real issue - - low 25 
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achievement, but to actually - - .  Low 1 

achievement will persist if not addressed 2 

appropriately.  We're appalled that the DOE 3 

would turn its back on - - in this way.  How can 4 

you go forward and support a plan - - issues.  5 

How could you, in good conscience, vote for a 6 

model that has not been tested and has no 7 

guarantee to work.  How can you do this in 26 8 

schools all at once?  Please remove Richmond 9 

Hill and - - of your experiment and—I'm sorry.   10 

- - and do your experiment with much smaller, 11 

less productive group - - changes.   12 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise]  13 

I'd like to just make an announcement.  If 14 

anybody needs Spanish translation services, I 15 

just want to make sure if everybody else here 16 

does need Spanish translation services.   17 

FEMALE VOICE:  Buenos noches.  [speaking in 18 

Spanish]. 19 

MS. FEIJOO:  Okay.  Thank you.   - - pause - 20 

- people just please line up - - ; number 25, - 21 

- ; number 26, Vanessa Riley; and number 27, - -22 

 .  Thank you.  I apologize for the 23 

pronunciations - - .  [background noise]  Okay, 24 

I'll go back.  Number 22 declined to speak 25 
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because she doesn't - - .  Number 23 is Leslie 1 

Peno [phonetic], who I was informed has left the 2 

room.  [background noise]  She had the 3 

opportunity to speak.  - - ?  Because we can 4 

still keep you on - - .  Okay.  Number 24 is 5 

[background noise].  Twenty five is - - and 6 

number 26, Vanessa Riley.  And we'll collect 7 

your numbers and I appreciate you - - , thank 8 

you.  I apologize.  Thank you for waiting. 9 

FEMALE VOICE:  No problem.  First, I'd like 10 

to thank everyone for listening and to hear us.  11 

And first off, I want to introduce myself.  I'm 12 

Miss - - , I've been - - teacher here since 13 

2010.  I am very proud to be here, even though - 14 

- I drove over 75 miles - - to get here.  I wake 15 

up every morning inspired by these kids.  By 16 

these kids who you want to separate us from.  17 

The hard working teachers that come in every 18 

day, prepare lessons, that work hard, that 19 

actually do improve academic - - which you are 20 

questioning.  We teach - - to the state 21 

standards, to - - .  We've been trying to 22 

implement different activities, engage our 23 

students - - , from reading, writing, 24 

experimental learning when we take them even on 25 
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field trips, I've been to several, I've 1 

actually been on five field trips with my kids - 2 

- had hands on learning.  We use textbooks, we 3 

do projects, and you say we still do not prepare 4 

them for the real world.  This is my first time 5 

teaching at a - - and I work really hard for my 6 

students and I have a - - feeling of confidence 7 

when they're taking the test this May.  May 15 th , 8 

to be exact.  And - - my stats because I'm proud 9 

of them and I know they're working hard.  Also, 10 

our economics classes prepare our students for 11 

the real world.  They go through the process of 12 

interviews, they - - real life scenarios and we 13 

have many more programs - - as well.  They do 14 

internships through the Thurgood Marshall 15 

Program and I know I'm running short on time, 16 

but, please, save our school.  I want to see the 17 

kids that I've taught for so many years graduate 18 

next year.  And I - - but where it - - stability 19 

in their life that they need.  Thank you. 20 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 21 

MALE VOICE:  Hi.  [background noise].  Now, 22 

I [background noise] but - - the truth.  The - - 23 

truth.  And there's a lot of places I could - -24 

 , but I'm - - myself.  I [background noise] 25 
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millions of kids, not only in New York City, 1 

not only in this state, not only in this 2 

country, but all over the world have been 3 

ostracized - - , kicked down, kept down by 4 

teachers, adults, students, everyone - - and I - 5 

- , I'm loved here and I [background noise].  I 6 

feel like a respected and equal member of 7 

Richmond Hill - - .  Yes, I may be tired.  Yes, 8 

I may want to stay home.  But it's not because I 9 

feel unsafe.  It's not because I feel like - - 10 

myself.  It's because I'm a junior and I'm 11 

tired.  Other - - examples - - this year I - - .  12 

And - - I do not - - opportunities that all of 13 

my other - - .  But he never did that to me.  He 14 

worked me just as hard, gave me the same 15 

opportunities and - - .  And I - - . 16 

MS. FEIJOO:  I going to have to ask you to 17 

bring your comment to a close. 18 

MALE VOICE:  And I'm going to ask you to 19 

respect me [background noise].   20 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] time here 21 

and people - - . 22 

MALE VOICE:   - - respectful of my time and 23 

- - want to hear what we have to say, say they 24 

want to hear us, but - - need to express what - 25 
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- get off my chest.   1 

MS. FEIJOO:  I'm sorry [background noise] 2 

MALE VOICE:  I would like to ask all the - - 3 

members to please stand up because - -  4 

MS. FEIJOO:  You have to bring your comments 5 

to an end. 6 

MALE VOICE:   - - and all the kids in this 7 

school.  I feel like the fact that they say that 8 

the school - - , I don't know, it just - - real 9 

legitimate - - . 10 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 11 

MALE VOICE:  [crosstalk] 12 

MS. FEIJOO:  You have to bring your comments 13 

to a close.   - - appreciate it.  Thank you.  14 

Speaker number 22 - - an opportunity to speak.  15 

Speaker number 32 is Leslie - - , thank you. 16 

LESLIE:  I would like to thank [background 17 

noise].  I am a graduating senior and I will 18 

definitely - - .  I am happy to say that 19 

Richmond Hill has been a second home to me.  20 

Outside of school I do not, you know, feel safe 21 

[background noise].  But in school - - my mom 22 

knows that, my family, [background noise] and 23 

she - -  high school.  I - - association and I 24 

have grown as a person.  Even though there have 25 
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been - - there is a - - and I've gotten 1 

involved in - - and the teachers - - , Mr. - - , 2 

he's my - - teacher in - - and I thank him for 3 

all - - .  I thank - - teachers for the past 4 

four years that worked very hard and - - .  5 

Thank you.   6 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] number 24, - 7 

- . 8 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hi, my name is - - and I'm 9 

here to represent Richmond Hill High School - -10 

 .  I came here today after work.  I got my job 11 

from Richmond Hill High School.  I work 12 

[background noise], I work at New York City 13 

Department of Consumer Affairs.  I've also held 14 

another internship - - all because of Richmond 15 

Hill High School.  [background noise] and they 16 

teach you to always have - - network.  How can 17 

we network - - my teachers and my friends when 18 

they're all - - the majority of my teachers are 19 

going to be gone - - restart?  How will—I cannot 20 

network at all.  How will I be - - Garcia, where 21 

are you?  I need you.  Do you know - - job 22 

openings?  I wouldn't be able to do that.  23 

That's one of the most important things in life 24 

is to - - your friends and family and teachers, 25 
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something that's here at Richmond Hills - - , 1 

but we can't do that if you guys close the 2 

school down.  Thank you. 3 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise]  4 

MILTON:  My name is Milton.  I'm a student 5 

here at Richmond Hill High School.  I'm in the 6 

business and finance pathway - - high school.  7 

Before I came here [background noise] 8 

MS. FEIJOO:  Please be respectful of the 9 

student that's speaking. I'm sorry.  I 10 

apologize.  Thank you. 11 

MILTON:  Before I came here, I was at my 12 

internship for my job that Richmond Hill got me.  13 

Through the school - - , I know - - job because 14 

of - - .  I've had great opportunity to get a 15 

job - - from Richmond Hill and [background 16 

noise].  These teachers are [background noise], 17 

these teachers are amazing and - - opportunity 18 

to come back as - - alumni and sit with my 19 

teacher and - - Miss - - , Miss - - , 20 

[background noise] and they taught me stuff that 21 

I bet half the adults here wish they'd learned 22 

at school.  They taught me about credit cards, 23 

stock, all this stuff I bet all the people here 24 

wish they learned.  I'm getting prepared for 25 
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life.  For college.  And I'm so grateful for 1 

this.  And just to end my little speech, 2 

whatever you want to call it, I - - worse comes 3 

to worse and this school is overturned or shut 4 

down, just to let you know, Richmond Hill or 5 

whatever the name is, is missing out on a bunch 6 

of amazing teachers that can never be replaced.  7 

And I'm proud [background noise] this is my 8 

second family.  My mom and people say that - - 9 

bad, my mom knows about Richmond Hill and she - 10 

- .  She just called my principal.  I forgot to 11 

tell her I was coming here.  She was like where 12 

- - before I even got to finish my sentence I'm 13 

- - Richmond Hill High School, she said, "Oh, 14 

hang the phone up."  - - what am I doing here - 15 

- Richmond Hill High School - - .  16 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 17 

some additional speakers.  Number 28, Margaret - 18 

- ; number 29, Deborah [phonetic] David; number 19 

30, Alma Sullivan?  And number 31, Christina 20 

[phonetic] - - .  Please line up and hand your 21 

numbers to the gentleman in the aisle.  Thank 22 

you.  Number 26, Vanessa Riley.  Thank you. 23 

VANESSA:  Hi.  My name is Vanessa Riley.  24 

[background noise] and I have - - here for seven 25 
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years.  I am a social studies teacher and - - 1 

member of the Ninth Grade Academy.  The 2 

collaboration and support among teachers - - 3 

also a team - - has been so important.  We truly 4 

are a - - and family here.  We've all - - 5 

academically and - - to become young adults.  I 6 

love teaching freshmen - - close to my heart - - 7 

teaching freshmen since I began here.  The Ninth 8 

Grade Academy has been a refreshing experience 9 

change - - new student in a large school to one 10 

where they build even closer relationships with 11 

their teachers, counselors and each other - - .  12 

We have made their transition to high school as 13 

easy, enjoyable and - - as possible.  Ninth 14 

Grade Academy has been so successful and it has 15 

been used as a model for other schools within 16 

the Department of Education.  Richmond Hill High 17 

School should stay open, so we can continue our 18 

journey of working together as a team to help 19 

our students.  In the past year we have 20 

transitioned into an academy based curriculum 21 

that leads students - - possible career path.  22 

To get students thinking about their future - - 23 

school is so important.  We need more time to be 24 

able to further these efforts.  Please do not 25 
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close Richmond Hill High School.   1 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise]  2 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hi.  My name is [background 3 

noise] and I am a social studies teacher here - 4 

- , I am - - , this place is my home, it's my 5 

family.  A huge factor - - .  Teachers are 6 

parents when parents are not present.  We are 7 

their supporters, encouragers, advocates, 8 

confidantes, role models.  We're not just hired 9 

for the responsibility of teaching content, 10 

teachers - - take responsibility for the whole 11 

child.  Many of our students come from single 12 

parent homes where the parents are struggling to 13 

make ends meet.  In this unstable economy, in 14 

some instances, work multiple jobs.  Many of our 15 

immigrant parents do not speak English.  Some 16 

are undocumented.  Some are uneducated.  These 17 

parents are unable and are - - participate in 18 

their child's education and - - .  Some of these 19 

parents are not able to attend conferences or 20 

PTA meetings.  Some are unavailable - - their 21 

children of their homework and, in general, are 22 

unable to - - their child's education.  But 23 

somehow the teachers manage to overcome all 24 

those obstacles.  We ask teachers to take 25 
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responsibility for their children when they're 1 

not here.  We provide - - , we provide moral 2 

support by attending their games and being their 3 

cheerleaders as they struggle to make it, we go 4 

on - - trips - - , we attend prom, we give of 5 

our time selflessly and - - .  We are - - to 6 

turn our school back to the restart model and 7 

we're - - provide the resources to our parents 8 

that they need to provide the support to their 9 

kids and - - .  Thank you. 10 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] 11 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hi everyone.  My name is - -  12 

MS. FEIJOO:  I'm sorry.  I just want to make 13 

sure we have the right speaker.  Number 28 is 14 

Margaret - - .  No, Margaret - - is - - .  She 15 

left, I'm sorry, we can't replace speakers - - .  16 

I'm sorry.  Deborah David?  She also left.  17 

Margaret - - is number 28.  Number 29 is Deborah 18 

David.  Number 30 is Elmer Sullivan?  Also gone?  19 

Number 31 is Christina - - .  Okay.  You're 20 

next.  Number 31 - - .  [background noise]  21 

We're not replacing speakers [background noise].  22 

I understand [background noise].  The speakers 23 

that are here [background noise].  The next 24 

speaker is Christina - - .  I'm sorry 25 
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[background noise].  The panelists have signed 1 

in [background noise].  I'm sorry [background 2 

noise].  [background noise] I don't want to 3 

interrupt your time, please - - .  4 

CHRISTINA:  Hi.  My name is Christina - - 16 5 

years.  It has been filled with many wonderful 6 

experiences - - for me as a teacher, as an 7 

educator and also as a person - - .  Our 8 

students look to us for guidance.  They look to 9 

us - - and - - journey.  I just want to share 10 

with you a story that - - during the - - and one 11 

of the students - - us down?  And I said to them 12 

- - what it is and they said no - - , that's not 13 

what I mean.  I am not talking about the - - 14 

building, they're - - , they're saying that we 15 

don't have what it takes - - .  Our students are 16 

taking this very personally.  They feel that 17 

they are - - .  They are the ones taking the 18 

tests.  They are the ones who have - - by being 19 

here and using the - - available to them - - .  20 

You heard several of - - internships as a result 21 

- - affiliation - - .  I just wanted to say 22 

this-the students here at Richmond Hill are 23 

future doctors, lawyers, teachers, scientists, 24 

perhaps President of the United States.  And 25 
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unless you give them the opportunity that they 1 

are expecting to get, who knows what - - .  That 2 

president may never develop.  At Richmond Hill 3 

High School we tell our students failure is not 4 

an option.  Please go back and tell the Mayor 5 

failure is not an option, leave Richmond Hill 6 

alone, give us [background noise].  Thank you. 7 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise]; number 34, 8 

Marie - - , Maria - - ; number 35, - -  9 

Brandenburg [phonetic]; number 36, Cameron - - ; 10 

and number 37, Alena [phonetic] - - .  You can 11 

please line up and hand your numbers to the 12 

gentleman in the aisle.  Thank you.  13 

FEMALE VOICE:  Okay.  My name is - - , I 14 

graduated from Richmond Hill High School in 15 

1972.  [background noise] 34 years later as a 16 

teacher to - - .  I am proud to be - - and 17 

especially proud to be a member of the - - 18 

committee of the talented faculty.  Every day at 19 

Richmond Hill High School I am inspired by my 20 

students.  Many of them who face very severe 21 

challenges.  The student who lost his 22 

possessions and lives in a shelter.  The student 23 

who will soon give birth.  The student who was 24 

burned out of their apartment.  The student who 25 
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came to the United States only a few months 1 

ago.  The student who's being raised by - - 2 

parent or the one - - .  The students who travel 3 

and live in dangerous neighborhoods.  The 4 

students - - high school reading below sixth 5 

grade, fifth grade or fourth grade level.  The 6 

student who lives surrounded by drugs, bullying, 7 

- - and instability.  The student whose parents 8 

work multiple jobs and still lack basic 9 

necessities.  The student with family members in 10 

prison or who are, themselves, - - in the 11 

justice system.  The student trying to leave a 12 

gang or who is being pressured to join one and 13 

then - - too numerous for me to mention.  Our 14 

school does not need to turn around because we 15 

are moving in the right direction.  [background 16 

noise] is a fool.  There is no [background 17 

noise] on earth to measure our successes.  No 18 

data that can demonstrate the deeply positive 19 

impact that we have on our students who are 20 

complex human beings - - calculated.  Turnaround 21 

is really turn away.  Turn away from the truth 22 

and blame the teachers, principals, staff 23 

members and faculty - - who are - - the last 24 

defense for children against deeply destructive 25 
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societal realities.  The DOE - - restore our 1 

restart status so that we can continue the work 2 

to which we have dedicated our lives by - - the 3 

students and teachers of Richmond Hill High 4 

School and may the panel have the guts to do the 5 

right thing.   6 

MS. FEIJOO:  Number [background noise] 7 

MALE VOICE:  Hi.  [background noise] may the 8 

panel have the real guts to do the right thing.  9 

I've been to a few of these meetings.  I've been 10 

to - - , I've been to - - , I've been to - - , I 11 

- - one person in any of these places say this 12 

is a positive - - .   - - and I can't imagine, I 13 

can't imagine that this is an educationally 14 

sound policy when speaker after speaker after 15 

speaker all over this city is saying stop 16 

holding the schools hostage.   17 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 18 

number 35 is - - ; number 36, Karen - - ; number 19 

37, Alena Mohammed; number 38, Mark Weisler 20 

[phonetic]; number 39, - - ; number 40, - - .  21 

If those people can line up and please give 22 

their numbers to the gentlemen in the aisle.  23 

Can you please announce yourself. 24 

FEMALE VOICE:  I'm - - .  25 
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MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 1 

FEMALE VOICE:  And I'm a graduating senior.  2 

And even though I'm leaving - - , I'm more than 3 

happy to - - that my time here is not wasted.  I 4 

- - my peers will be.  And if I'm not mistaken, 5 

high school is a time for - - young adult to - - 6 

adults and that is not possible, you're taking 7 

the people who - - together and take us into 8 

adulthood.  When I'm older and I look back to my 9 

high school years, I will - - remember it as a 10 

time - - to overcome - - .  Thank you - - . 11 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  Number [background 12 

noise].  I guess you're number 40, - - Rashad 13 

[phonetic]?  14 

MS. RASHAD:  Yes.   15 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 16 

MS. RASHAD:  Well, I have - - pages of 17 

notes, but I - - appreciate the time you're 18 

taking to hear voices - - .  But - - and 19 

honestly many of these schools that are having 20 

hearings, I've seen most - - close down.  Not - 21 

- turnaround.  And I'd just like to say I just 22 

think the United States - - in search of a 23 

better education and that possible ten years 24 

ago.  I started here in the fifth grade - - and 25 
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I've had such - - time with - - .  And I went 1 

to summer school, I switched - - because we had 2 

to keep moving and then - - four years.  I - - , 3 

I graduated in 2010, it's been two years and - - 4 

and because of the teachers, because of the 5 

staff members, most of them - - , but many of 6 

them became my - - and, because of that, I'm in 7 

the top - - percent of my graduating class 8 

[background noise].  I was also part of the 9 

leadership class and - - during 2010 and - - 10 

years, three years of my high school life.  And 11 

because I - - .  But I've watched these teachers 12 

- - involved in so many activities - - time.  13 

They - - and they're enthusiastic about 14 

everything.  They - - .  Today I still come back 15 

here for advice and - -  thought I still go to 16 

Richmond High School, but— 17 

MS. FEIJOO:  [interposing]  Thank you. 18 

MS. RASHAD:  I would just like to say I hope 19 

this school doesn't close because it - - 20 

strength. 21 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 22 

number 42, - - ; number 43, - - ; number 44, 23 

Kent - - ; number 45, - - ; and 46, - - ?  24 

number - - .   25 
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FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening everyone.  My 1 

name is - - .  I am - - the Ninth Grade Academy.  2 

Since I came to this school I now - - , I learn 3 

a lot - - accepted because I - - achieve my - -4 

 .  I think this school shouldn't be closed 5 

down, thank you. 6 

FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening everyone, my - -7 

 , I am - - , I came over - - I was very scared 8 

- - .  And then I came to this school, the 9 

teachers are nice to me, - - opportunity.  Since 10 

I came to this school, I - - supported and 11 

accepted into this school.  My - - this school.  12 

Please don't close - - .  13 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] 14 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hi.  My name is - - 15 

Department of Education - - .  I have been in 16 

this business over 40 years, I have never ever 17 

seen anything like this.  It is just destroying 18 

- - .  I retired - - years ago, I come back - - 19 

part-time, because I can't get - - this place.  20 

The people here, the students, - - was a school 21 

is more than statistics.  It's more than the 22 

subjects, my job as a teacher was not to teach 23 

math-my job was to teach students how to do 24 

math.  And that is what happens here.  The 25 
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people here teach students, they work with 1 

kids that are struggling, my entire career has 2 

been in the inner city schools of New York City, 3 

- - kids do not succeed, do not do well without 4 

the help of a teacher.  But once - - I had no - 5 

- I was working - - I walked into this facility 6 

and I haven't left-ten years later.  The 7 

teachers here all know my phone number - - 8 

email, 2:00 in the morning my phone is beeping, 9 

Anne, I need help with my lesson.   - - even 10 

though they realize that at this hour - - I'm 11 

usually here and - - .  The people care so much.  12 

They don't - - I had the opportunity of every 13 

period, before school, after school, people 14 

being super, super dedicated, constantly and - - 15 

what else can I do - - any other options.  This 16 

is— 17 

MS. FEIJOO:  [interposing]  You have ten 18 

seconds - - . 19 

FEMALE VOICE:   - - the survey, most of the 20 

people here - - the survey - - down, my - - my 21 

room.  I - - schools - - locked their doors - - 22 

place.  You need to tell - - . 23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 24 

FEMALE VOICE:  And to say you need to 25 
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replace the principal, you're not going to get 1 

somebody else like her.  2 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 3 

MALE VOICE:  My name is - - , I've been 4 

teaching here - - 26 years - - high school and - 5 

- safe place.  I don't - - everybody else has 6 

said.  I think that - - building is - - .  But I 7 

just wanted to - - and I feel - - yes, - - has a 8 

lower graduation rate and - - , we're making 9 

great strides.  We are like blooming.  And - - 10 

like it's - - .  Like if we're already moving - 11 

- , you know what I'm saying?  And that's just 12 

what I want to say, you - - numbers are there, 13 

people are - - , give us a chance, - - .  14 

There's no science to support the turnaround 15 

model, there's, it's just an experiment - - , 16 

our kids shouldn’t have - - political game.  Our 17 

kids should really be part of - - , growing 18 

place and I'd like to see - - .  Thank you.  19 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 20 

FEMALE VOICE:  My name is - - and I 21 

graduated from Richmond Hill High School last 22 

year-the class of 2011.  And now - - university 23 

and going for my freshman year with a 3.9 GPA.  24 

[background noise] so much, they have to kick me 25 
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out.  Literally.   - - not getting the respect 1 

they deserve.  Miss Wolf [phonetic], my 2 

[background noise], she devoted - - to find 3 

internships - - .  Miss [background noise] she 4 

has children at home that she barely gets to see 5 

some days because she - - teach her class.  And 6 

- - notoriety that they deserve are Principal 7 

[background noise] people don't even know - - , 8 

but you see that in the halls every day - - , 9 

every period, they're working tirelessly for us 10 

and they do not deserve - - .  My little brother 11 

is going to Richmond Hill High School next year 12 

and I don't want him to go to a new school, I 13 

want him to go to Richmond Hill High School.  14 

Thank you.   15 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] number 47, - 16 

- ; number 48 is - - Cruise [phonetic]; number 17 

49 is - - ; number 50 is Alyssa [phonetic] - - ; 18 

number 51 is Simone - - ; and number 52 declined 19 

to speak.   20 

MALE VOICE:   - - . 21 

MS. FEIJOO:  I'm sorry?   22 

MALE VOICE:   - - . 23 

MS. FEIJOO:  Oh, no, sorry. 24 

MALE VOICE:  Oh, okay.  My name is - - .  25 
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All I want to say is I love this school, I 1 

love - - .  When I started here, I started out 2 

as a freshman - - , but then I came - - 3 

teachers, I - - .   - - yesterday - - to keep on 4 

- -  5 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 6 

MALE VOICE:  Good evening everyone and thank 7 

you for coming out here and listening to all of 8 

our comments - - .  My name is - - .  9 

[background noise] yes, my - - , I've been here 10 

in the school for three years now, I - - closer 11 

and closer to my teacher - - counselor.  I'd 12 

just like to say - - wonderful staff here - - .  13 

I would just like to say - - ninth grade, my 14 

teachers - - class.  Mr. Garretson [phonetic] I 15 

was a - - , so Mr. Garretson - - me to do better 16 

and [background noise] and I could do better - - 17 

Spanish.  I always talk in Spanish, he listens 18 

in Spanish.  So - - high school, my sister, 19 

she's way smarter than me, she got accepted to - 20 

- , he's coming to Richmond High School - - over 21 

- - every day for two hours at track practice 22 

and me and my teammates - - represent the school 23 

and we are proud to say we are from Richmond 24 

High School.  I'd just like to say that - - 25 
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because - - familiar faces - - for three years 1 

- - English teacher, I mean she [background 2 

noise] who's going to give us - - ?  Who's going 3 

to give us - - ?  I mean if she's not here, 4 

we're not going to - - . 5 

MS. FEIJOO:  Please bring your comments to a 6 

close. 7 

MALE VOICE:  Thank you. 8 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] number 53, 9 

Michelle Christian [phonetic]; and number 54, 10 

Ashton - - ; number 55, - - ; number 56, Mario - 11 

- ; number 57, Laura Valencia [phonetic]; number 12 

58, - - .  If any of those people are still 13 

waiting, please line up and give your numbers to 14 

the gentleman - - .   15 

MALE VOICE:  Hi everybody.  I am insulted by 16 

- - .  I'm insulted - - everybody here a 17 

failure.  You called my teachers a failure.  You 18 

called my peers a failure.  I'm insulted.  He's 19 

using everybody here as a pawn in his chess game 20 

and he's not going to win because we're not - -21 

 , we're not - - .  You have to realize that 22 

this is - - which we - - that nobody else - - 23 

take.  And - - those people - - , when we put 24 

those - - to see everybody else that has great 25 



 93

potential - - going to be somebody when they 1 

grow up and they're not failures.  What happened 2 

- - everybody here - - support.  Everybody here 3 

who could possibly get a scholarship, who could 4 

possibly get a scholarship in a sport to any 5 

college, what's going to happen to them?  What's 6 

going to happen to all the coaches?   - - 7 

school, what's going to happen to them?  I just, 8 

I'm, like I said, I'm insulted by everything and 9 

I'm - - and everybody here is lying and 10 

everybody should - - .  11 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 12 

FEMALE VOICE:  My name is - - .  13 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you. 14 

FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening - - .  So far - 15 

- high school.  I do very well in my classes and 16 

- - my teachers know me very well.  Next year 17 

I'm going to be in the eleventh grade and I'm – 18 

- .  But now - - .  Junior year is supposed to 19 

be the most important - - year.  This is the 20 

year that we - - ACT - - this is the year we 21 

also apply for scholarships, start to visit 22 

colleges that I'm interested in, I - - my 23 

average up so that I can be accepted to the 24 

college of my choice.  I have - - all my 25 
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teachers, all my counselors, everyone in this 1 

school has been there for me in many different 2 

ways.  They have - - every time I cry, they're 3 

always there for me.  This is my second home, 4 

but I don't understand why - - .  The turnaround 5 

model was - - that are staying the same or not 6 

improving and are getting worse.  If - - then it 7 

wouldn’t be worth saving.  But - - not fair.  8 

Why would you take away our support system when 9 

we - - need it in our high school career.  It is 10 

not fair - - , we take our - - closing this.  11 

Why would you do this while - - let your voice 12 

be heard and changes be made.  Thank you.   13 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] number 59 14 

also declined to speak.  Number 60 declined to 15 

speak.  Number 61, - - ?  Number 62, - - ; 16 

number 63, Owaja [phonetic] - - and the last 17 

speaker, 64, - - .  Those speakers please line 18 

up and hand your numbers to the gentleman - - .  19 

Number 58 - - .  20 

MALE VOICE:  My name is - - , I am a senior 21 

at Richmond Hill High School.  I'm in - - .  22 

This school - - for me and I don't - - this 23 

school.  It's great.  I don't have any other 24 

words to explain - - .  But honestly it's gotten 25 
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- - to do good in life and be a successful 1 

person in life.  It is my - - I am - - . 2 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 3 

MALE VOICE:   - - , I wish to - - in 4 

addition to that, - - parent of a child which - 5 

- .  I hope what I have to say, my child will - 6 

- for what I will be saying here today.   - - , 7 

I was chastised and ostracized by the principal 8 

- - because I read - - report.  Now we have - - 9 

diversity-look at this audience, this - - , this 10 

school is serving an - - according to U.S. 11 

Census, the highest concentration of - - and 12 

South Asian anywhere in New York.  It's in 13 

Richmond Hill.  Yet, the staff doesn't reflect 14 

that.  Administrative staff does not.  Guidance 15 

counselor does not.  How we can serve a 16 

community that is so divers [background noise]. 17 

MS. FEIJOO:  Please respect the speakers.  18 

[background noise]  19 

MALE VOICE:  Yet, when we ask for 20 

[background noise]  21 

MS. FEIJOO:  He was respectful of 22 

[background noise] 23 

MALE VOICE:  [background voice] to translate 24 

it was - - , he was never - - , the protests are 25 
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all done in - - , yet school notices - - 1 

that's why you [background noise].  So I just 2 

want - - there must be more diversity in the 3 

staff.   4 

MS. FEIJOO:  The next speaker is - - . 5 

FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening - - , esteemed 6 

politicians, teachers and faculty of Richmond 7 

Hill High School.  My name is - - and I am 8 

currently a junior at Richmond Hill High School.  9 

In my sophomore year at Richmond Hill, we were 10 

told that Richmond Hill High School was - - 11 

pathways to prepare students for college and 12 

career readiness.  I chose - - pathway because I 13 

have an interest in law, crime scene 14 

investigation and science.  This pathway has 15 

given me the opportunity to - - subjects. Now 16 

some of you might be wondering what is 17 

forensics?  Well, forensics is the study - - 18 

science and law.  In my - - , we have learned 19 

scientific methods requiring - - by analyzing 20 

actual crimes-like the case of John - - 21 

arsonist.  Through my - - teacher, Miss - - , we 22 

have had an opportunity to - - classroom 23 

knowledge with a field trip she planned so 24 

carefully.  The Body Exhibit - - .  In the final 25 
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exhibit we learned about the anatomy of the 1 

human body.  This is very important for a 2 

forensic science student, because it will help - 3 

- .  In CSI - - , we were able to solve actual 4 

cases - - we were able to - - , I'm so sorry, to 5 

use our - - knowledge and apply it to the - - 6 

activities we participate in.  As many of you - 7 

- required - - therefore, this is not the time - 8 

- our teachers.  Most of you - - those who know 9 

- - what we are capable of.  There - - this 10 

year, but I - - in school.  My teacher, Miss - - 11 

and - - , along with my guidance counselor, Miss 12 

- - , helped to - - .  So my teachers and 13 

guidance counselors - - teachers, but you're 14 

really taking away a - - and helpful teachers.  15 

All the students tonight - - this is just - - 16 

school.  Hopefully the speeches made by the 17 

students will make a difference in the decision.  18 

Thank you for your - - and have a great evening. 19 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.  [background noise] 20 

MALE VOICE:  Good evening everybody.  I am - 21 

- Mrs. Grimm, for giving us time from your busy 22 

schedule.  Thank you, everybody, for - - .  My - 23 

- this country.   - - language problem, so I 24 

have - - .  So - - Richmond Hill High School, I 25 
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went to - - office to get - - Richmond Hill.  1 

I didn't even know this school - - I came to 2 

this school, I - - and I was so - - with my 3 

teachers, I was having a problem with my - - .   4 

- - she's not here, Miss - - , she left, - - 5 

thank everybody for giving me such a big - - , 6 

especially my teacher - - .   - - teacher, he 7 

always - - me, he encourage me, - - do you have 8 

so you have - - please tell me the recipe so I 9 

can be a millionaire - - my dad.  So I was 10 

amazed by the teachers - - it will not affect 11 

anything - - school - - .   12 

MS. FEIJOO:  [background noise] 13 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hello.  My name is - - and 14 

I'm a freshman here at Richmond Hill High 15 

School.  Sorry, - - .  Well, I - - start school 16 

here because I didn't really like the school in 17 

general and I was very shy - - and didn't have 18 

any friends.  I have started - - in the summer 19 

everybody was telling me about how Richmond 20 

wasn't a good school and how I shouldn’t go - -21 

 .  I said well, let's see how it goes - - and 22 

when I - - I was so nervous - - and I continued 23 

- - best friends I've ever had in my life.   - -24 

 , I started on - - and then I started - - get 25 
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into leadership and [background noise] 1 

leadership - - new friends and - - .  so please 2 

don't close down the school because I really 3 

want to graduate from Richmond Hill High School.  4 

Thank you. 5 

MS. FEIJOO:  This is [background noise].  6 

The question/answer period - - will be addressed 7 

in the analysis of the public comments that will 8 

be posted online and provided to panel members.   9 

- - ? 10 

DEPUTY CHANCELLOR GRIMM:  Thank you very 11 

much for everyone's attention and respect for 12 

the speakers we - - .  This was - - decision.   13 

- - of passion - - especially - - students and I 14 

especially want to thank them for - - here 15 

tonight and to let us know how they feel - - and 16 

thank you to - - .   17 

MS. FEIJOO:  Thank you.   - - comments this 18 

evening.  We appreciate your feedback and 19 

contributions - - , the information will be 20 

shared with the Panel on Educational Policy, 21 

which will have its hearing on April 26 th  at the 22 

Prospect Heights campus to vote on the proposal.  23 

Please use the phone number - - at the bottom of 24 

your information sheet if you have additional 25 
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questions or concerns.  Thank you all for 1 

coming, this joint public hearing is adjourned.  2 

 3 
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