
 

         

Report by Principal Brian O’Connell, September 10
th

, 2014 
 
Welcome to all Scholars’ Parents Former and New! 
 

Vision Statement: 
To engage the entire Scholars’ Academy Community in cultivating and celebrating well rounded scholars and citizens equipped with the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes to pursue success and happiness in the 21st Century 

Mission Statement: 
To prepare for college and careers of the 21st Century 

Theory of Action: 
To leverage technology to enhance student learning through increased efficiency and communication 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS 
2014-2015 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE WILL INCREASE THROUGH STRATEGIC TEACHER-DESIGNED LEARNING TASKS THAT 

ENCOMPASS QUESTIONING & DISCUSSION TECHNIQUES AND ASSESSMENTS WHICH ARE DIFFERENTIATED FOR STUDENT 

ABILITY LEVEL, LEARNING STYLE, PREFERENCE, OR INTEREST. 

 
Instructional Focus Comprehensive Education Plan Goal 

Goal 1: To apply a school-wide focus on Differentiated Instruction, in order to improve in the following Danielson Competencies:  3b, 3c and 3d 

(Questioning and Discussion Techniques, Engagement, and Assessment), while ensuring that tiered tasks and access points are central to lesson plan 

task design. 

 
Knowledge of Students CEP Goal 

Goal 2: To implement a school-wide Comprehensive Advisory Program to support the social, emotional and academic well-being of students as 

individuals, learners and members of the community. 

 
Collaborative Professional Learning CEP Goal 

Goal 3: To implement a professional development plan that supports our work to have an increased knowledge of our students and instructional focus. 
 
 
Technology 
We have grappled with several technology speed bumps.   
The landing page and email system is fixed and up and running. 
The Tech Team has rolled out most if not all of the iPads and other equipment to the classrooms. 
Every class has sufficient technology for instructional use. 
We plan on upgrading the computers in the dining room. 
 
New Activities for Students 
We have partnered with Millennium Development this year who will be providing afterschool activities to approximately 80 selected 
applicants Monday through Friday this year.  Monday – Thursday 3-6pm and Friday 1:15-4:15pm.   
Sign Up Soon While Openings Last.   
Parents must make arrangements for students to get home from the program. 
There are two banners posted at the entrances or Call James Miah at 718-986-0627. 
 
Construction/Building Upgrades: 
We have had to have some repair work done on our AC system and fine tuning is on-going since we are still on the temporary trailer unit.   
We will be on the temporary boiler for a while until that construction job moves forward. 
We finally received approval and a green light to have our first and second floor ceilings and light fixtures on all three floors replaced!  This 
was long overdue and work will start in October. 
I have met numerous times with the Borough President Melinda Katz, Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder, the commissioner of Queens DOT, 
as well as representatives from Senator Addabbo’s and Councilman Ulrich’s offices to get some action to make Rockaway Freeway safer. 
 
DOT is prepared sometime this Fall to install fiberglass pylons and markings on the sidewalk to create a pedestrian zone that straddles each 
side of the pillars.  Crosswalks will delineate where pedestrians should walk. 
 
I asked them to consider creating such pedestrian zones on each side of the Freeway, effectively shifting the lane into the center 
and to use jersey barriers along the sidewalk side to prevent the plowing and blocking of the sidewalks after snow storms which 
forces pedestrians into the roadway.  I also asked them to put a traffic safety device at B105 Street.  I also asked the DOT to 
remove the concrete trip hazard at B105 and the Freeway that I have been talking about since 2005. 
 
I believe they are going forward with their design, however.  The current plan they proposed did not include a traffic safety device.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Staffing/Tenure Celebration: 
We on-boarded many new hires to our Scholars’ Academy Team.   
We are also announcing the granting of tenure protections to several teachers and our most senior assistant! 
 
Join us now in congratulating:  Mr. Milano, Ms. Deruvo, Ms. Renna, Ms. Bulatewicz, Ms. Cangemi, and Ms. Viera (Sorrentino) have 
earned tenure! 
 
New Staff Members:   
 

1. Ms. Rochelle Brown, High School Dean 
2. Ms. Kayla Montalvo, Grade 6 Humanities 
3. Ms. Alyssa Agnitti, Grade 6 Mathematics 
4. Ms. Susan Sesock, Grade 6 Mathematics 
5. Ms. Kaitlyn Doyle, Grade 8 Humanities 
6. Ms. Jennifer Bender, Grade 8 Mathematics 
7. Ms. Davina Baboolall, Grade 9 ICT/Special Education 
8. Ms. Carmen Foschino, Grade 10 Chemistry 
9. Ms. Molly Tubridy, Grade 10/11 Global and AP World History 
10. Ms. Allison McKeon, Fitness/Physical Education 
11. Ms. Christine Chioffe, Grades 8/9 Guidance Counselor 

 
Upcoming School Events: 
9/18 Curriculum Overview Night 5:30pm 

9/22 Senior College Night 6:00pm 

9/30  Middle School Outstanding Scholar Assembly at 7:00AM Breakfast/9:50AM Assembly 

 

**IMPORTANT SCHOLARS’ ACADEMY CALENDAR CHANGES to REMEMBER** 

 
1. Continued 1:12pm Friday Dismissal for all students.  
2. Non Attendance Day for all students to expand time for Parent Teacher Conferences on 11/20/14 and 

3/12/15. 
3. Non Attendance Day for Middle School Students on 1/30/15 to enable all day teacher data analysis 

sessions of Term I student work and grades on 1/30/15.  
4. Early Dismissal for 8th graders with HS who will be completing Regents Exams on 6/16/15, 6/17/15, 

and 6/22/15.  

 
Under Appeal/To Be Determined: 
Early Dismissal (mid-day) for grades 10-12 after completing the PSAT Exam on 10/15/14.  
 
Note:  Arrangements will be made for parents that may have child care issues and who still wish to have their children 
attend school according to the typical schedule/day.  Information will be forthcoming. 

 

Celebration of Success 
To see more specific information, a comprehensive data report will be made available on our websites, however, several highlights are: 
 
2014 Test Results were very strong overall.   
There were only slight declines on very few exams.  We improved in just about every exam that was administered from prior years, 
maintaining and upward trend across just about every subject area. 

 

2014 Grades 6-8 ELA State Highlights 

Grade 6-8 NYS CCLS ELA Exams, we ranked 13
th

, 8
th

, and 9
th

 in the state respectively! 

 

Grade 6-7 NYS CCLS Math Exams, we ranked 18
th

 and 14
th

 in the state respectively and 2
nd

 and 

6
th

 in our peer group respectively. 

 

Grade 8 students did not take the NYS CCLS Math Exam instead they took the High School CCLS 

Algebra Regents.   

 
Grade 8 CCLS Algebra:  99.9% of the students passed.  Mean Scale Score 79%.   
In order to achieve mastery for this exam, students had to get less than 14 questions incorrect.   

This is the most stringent and narrow conversion chart of all the Regents Exams.   

83% of the students scored between a 65-84.   



17% of the students scored above 84.   

7% of the students scored a 90 or above.   

1 student scored a 99!   

 

HS Regents Exams 

 

We improved scores on every Regents Exam, but one, which had a significant increase the prior year. 

 

Exam Mean Scale 

Score 
=/- 

Mean scale 

score 

 

% 

0-64 

% 

65-84 

% 

85-100 

+/- 

Mastery Rate 

 

Total Tested 

English  88 +1 2 21 77 +10 123 

US Hist & Govt 92 +.5 0 18 82 -1 125 

Global History 90 +2.1 0 22 78 +15 116 

Alg 2 /Trig Total 87 +5 6 27 68 +22 118 

Alg 2 /Trig Grade 10 88 +4.1 4 25 71 +17 114 

Alg. 2/Trig Grade 11/12 69 -6.4 25 75 0 - 4 

Geometry  90 +4 0 22 78 +16 128 

Integrated Algebra 88 +2 0 38 63 +2 8 

CC Algebra 79 - >1 83 17 - 262 

Living Environment 89.3 0 0 16 84 0 278 

Earth Science NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Chemistry 80 +3.3 10 53 38 +18 116 

Physics 78 -1.8 14 56 30 -9 126 

Visual Arts 85 +8.6 0 47 53 28 17 

Spanish 

LOTE 85 +2.4 5 40 55 +9 121 

8th Grade Spanish Prof. 85 +5.8 4 39 57 +21 274 

 

 

OVERALL ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 80% of students earned a 3 or higher, this is a 3% increase from 2013 and a 15% increase 

from 2010 

 Scholars’ passing rate is 19% higher than the global average and 13% higher than New 

York’s average 

AP English Language:  

 27% increase in mean scale score over the past two years 

AP English Literature:  

 17% increase in mean scale score over the past two years 



AP Calculus AB: 

 22% increase in students receiving a score of 5 

AP Statistics 

 Three-year average of Scholars’ Academy performance exceeded the global mean scale 

score over the same time period 

AP United States Government and Politics 

 16% increase in mean scale score 

 Scholars’ Academy outperformed the New York State mean scale score by 32%! 

AP US History 

 100% of students received a 5 

AP World History 

 100% of students taking the exam scored a 4 or better 

 AP Chemistry 

 Mean scale score increased by 32% over 2 years! 

AP Biology 

 Scholars’ Academy students outperformed both the New York State and global mean scale 

scores 

 46% increase in mean scale score over a two-year period 

AP Art History 

 Number of students scoring proficient doubled from 2012 to 2013 

AP Spanish 

 100% of students scored proficient 

 80% of students scored a 4 or better 

 Scholars’ Academy students outperformed the New York State scale score by 22% 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCHOLARS 

Almost 50% of students! 2014 

AP Scholar 
(Score of 3 or higher on 3 Exams) 

22 

AP Scholar with Honors 
(Average 3.24 on All Exams and 

Score of 3 or higher on 4 Exams) 

17 

AP Scholar with Distinction 
(Average 3.5 on All Exams and 

score of 3 or higher on 5 Exams) 

8 

Total 47 

 

 



HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA STATUS DATA 2011-2014 

  
Class of 

2014 

Class of 

2013 

 

Class of 

2012 

Class of 

2011 

 

Regents Diploma 

(Pass:  1 Math, 1 Science, ELA, U.S. History and Global) 

 

 

 

100% 
100% 98.9% 100% 

 

Advanced Regents Diploma 

(Pass:  3 Math, 2 Science, ELA, LOTE, U.S. History and Global) 

 

 

 

98% 
96.9% 88.6% 99% 

 

Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors 

(Pass:  3 Math, 2 Science, ELA, LOTE, U.S. History and Global) 

With an Overall Average of 90 or Above 

 

 

 

24% 21.6% 16.1% 16.2% 

 
Graduation Statistics 2014 

 100% of grade 12 students graduated 

 100% of the students earned college prepared status:  65 Alg II or Chem or Physics, or 3 or above on any 

AP Exam, or C or better on college course, or diploma with Arts Endorsement 

  98% of students earned college readiness status:  75 or above on ELA Regents or 480 on SAT Reading or 20 

above on English/Reading ACT or 80 on Regents or 480 on SAT Math, or 20 or above on Math ACT. 
 100% of students earned a Regents endorsed diploma 

  98% of students earned an Advanced Regents Diploma, a 1.2% increase from last year! 

 24% of students earned an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors, a 2.4% increase from last 

year! 

 The class of  2014 earned a combined GPA average of  90.449 

  Students earned an average of 12-15 college credits and completed an average of 4 Advanced 

Placement courses 

 12 students earned the designation of an AP Scholars, this is a 1% increase from last year! 

  3 students earned the designation of AP Scholars with Honors, this is a 33% increase from last 

year! 

 21 students earned the mastery in math designation (a 66% increase from last year) and 20 

graduated earned mastery in science designation! 

  Students submitted a total of 3,045 applications, with an amazing 74% acceptance rate!     

 100% were accepted to a four year college and among those are many of the top colleges in the 

nation – Babson College, Cornell University, CUNY Macaulay Honors College, New York 

University, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, The Sophie Davis School of Biomedical 

Education, United States Merchant Marine Academy, United States Naval Academy, and Yale 

University! 

 The graduates collectively earned more than $9 million in scholarships! That averages to 

more than $80,000 per student! 

These statistics are incredible and we are so proud of them.  Please join us in celebrating their success and 

wishing them well on their journey to college and careers! 

 


