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In the upcoming month, scholars in grades 3, 4 and 5 will be taking the New York State assessments in ELA and Mathematics.
The ELA exam will be held April 5th, 6th, and 7th.
The Math exam will be held April 13th, 14th, and 15th.
As a parent, there are a number of ways that you can support your child before and after taking a standardized test. As well as, a number of ways you can support your child's learning habits on a daily basis that will help him or her be more prepared when it's time to be tested.
Before the Test: Assist your child with homework to ensure that he or she is completing all homework assignments. Make sure that your child has good attendance at school so that they do not miss any academic curriculum. Stay in communication with your child's teacher to discuss their strengths and areas of weakness. Always encourage your child to read as much as possible, and to increase vocabulary - even reading magazines, newspapers, and comic books regularly will help improve his or her reading skills. Look for educational games and programs that engage your child (within this newsletter are many online resources from educators). Finally, help your child learn how to follow directions carefully!
On the Day of the Test:
· Make sure your child has had a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast.
· Make sure your child is prepared with pencils, erasers and other materials asked of them.
· Help your child remain positive by reminding them to do the best they can!


Tips & Tricks for the State Assessments
Catch the W.A.V.E.
Visit our school website at schools.nyc.gov/schoolportals/27/Q362 for more information!
Look for flyers regarding April’s Community Clean-up!
Upcoming Activities
Look for flyers regarding April’s Community Clean-up!
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Looking Back:
Second grade has been very busy expanding their minds since September.  We kicked the year off with our first unit on Rules, Rights, and Responsibilities.  Scholars then learned about the environment and the negative and positive impacts they have on it! A favorite unit for many of the scholars was NYC Over Time. Scholars went on twofield trips to the Wycoff House in Brooklyn, and had the amazing opportunity to tour Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty! 

Looking Ahead:
We are currently learning about forces and motion. In the upcoming months scholars will go bowling where they will use force to put a bowling ball into motion! We also have an upcoming unit on communities. Scholars will visit a farm and expand their knowledge of various communities within New York.

Tips & Resources for Families:
Each second grade class uses the Remind 101 app to communicate with parents and families. Be sure to contact your child’s teacher to find out the access code for your scholar’s class! Any questions or concerns can be easily communicated with teachers through here.


Tips & Resources for Families:
Please refer to the parent resources on the weekly homework sheet that is sent out.  If you have any questions or concerns please email the first grade teachers at waveprepfirstgrade@gmail.com


Looking Ahead:
In our upcoming unit we will be learning about Families Long Ago & Now.  Scholars will be reading informational and narrative texts to gain a deeper understanding of families from the past and today.  Scholars will be writing opinion pieces based on their learning of families.


Looking Back:
The first grade has come a long way since the beginning of the year.  In our first unit we focused on how families and friends support each other.  We read several different texts, wrote various writing pieces, and sent letters to friends.  In writing, we learned how to revise and edit our writing.  In Math, we learned about adding and subtracting within 20.  We also learned about matter and the water cycle by doing experiments and using informational text features.  As a culminating activity for our matter unit, we visited Maggie Moo’s Ice Cream Factory.  We had tons of fun learning about the way ice cream is made! 
First Grade News
Tips & Resources for Families:
Read with children to begin reading readiness and to get in habit of active listening.  Connect what your child reads with what happens in life.  Ask your child questions about the story before, during and after reading.
www.startfall.com, www.abcya.com, www.funbrain.com, www.parenttoolkit.com


Upcoming Field Trips/Activities:
Stay tuned for upcoming field trips!


Looking Back:
Scholars have been sharing how they are alike and different and made connections to other scholars. They learned about family structures and compared numbers and number orders through 10.  Scholars have also been adding and subtracting.

Second Grade News
Kindergarten News
Tips & Resources for Families:
Some excellent websites that can be used at home to reinforce skills are:
·      Starfall.com
·      PBS.org
Please use homemade flashcards to practice letter, number and shape recognition at home.  Encourage independence at home by having scholars clean up after themselves, dress themselves, and complete their homework with minimal guidance.  Please continue to read with your child every night and ask “who”, “what”, “where” and “why” questions throughout the story.


Upcoming Field Trips/Activities:
In March scholars will be seeing a theater performance of Caps for Sale and The Three Billy Goats Gruff at Queens College performed by Hudson Vagabond Puppets.  Look for invitations to future classroom in your child’s folder.  There will be a Mother’s Day Celebration in May, as well as other future activities inviting families into the classroom.


Looking Back:
Pre-K scholars have come very far since the beginning of the school year.  They have grown into enthusiastic active members of the classroom.  The beginning months of school have focused on class routine, increased responsibility and getting to know their peers and school community.  We were so happy to have some family members join us for our fall celebration in November and our sing-along in December.
Pre-Kindergarten News
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Tips & Resources for Families:
Tips/Resources for Parents...
· https://sciencebob.com/category/experiments
· https://www.sciencekid.c0.n2/experiments.html
· https://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/
· experiments
Looking Ahead: In science we will be looking at properties of matter in grades kindergarten, 1, 3 and 4.  We will be looking at earth materials in grade 2.

Science News from Ms. Bonilla
Looking Back: Scholars learned about living and nonliving things, as well as the roles plants and animals play in their environment. With “Hats for the Homeless” scholars collected hats, gloves and scarves for the homeless this winter.
Multiple cans of soup were collected for soup kitchens through the  "Souper" bowl.

Tips & Resources for Families:
Watch out for the graduation letter!
Practice your multiplication facts!
Looking Ahead: We will be working on how improved technologies and inventions have helped meet societal needs. We will also be working on decimals in math.
Looking Back: Scholars in 5th grade have been working on identifying human right challenges in texts and our world. We have also been working on multiplying and dividing.
Fifth Grade News
Tips & Resources for Families:
Always encourage your child to explain and clarify themselves not just in their reading responses but also in their everyday lives. Having your child clarify what they are saying will help them in reading and writing because it confirms their understanding of the topic. 
Also, practice multiplication facts! 

Looking Ahead:
Scholars will be learning about the American Revolution. Each scholar will voice their opinion as they try to persuade others to be either a loyalist or patriot. 

Looking Back:
Fourth graders have been working as authors designing their own narratives. They have been conducting intense research on animal defense mechanisms, as well as asking themselves “How do these defenses help these animals survive?” Using their unique writing expertise, they have designed a create-your-own-ending story about their assigned animal.
Fourth Grade News
Tips & Resources for Families:
The link included provides scholars and families access to a number of ELA test prep questions.
www.readtheory.com


Looking Ahead:
Scholars are learning about wolves in fiction and nonfiction books.  There is a possibility that scholars may have the opportunity to go on a field trip to a Wolf Conservation Center.

Looking Back:
Third grade scholars have been busy learning how children access books around the world. Scholars learned about children in areas such as Africa, the Middle East, Australia, Columbia, and rural areas of the United States. Scholars also had a great experience when visiting Shiro of Japan.  They were able to learn and experience Japanese culture through making and eating sushi.


Grade Level News
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It was raining cans of soup and other non-perishable foods in January here at WAVE Prep! Scholars brought in a variety of canned goods to donate to the food pantries in our community. As each can was donated, classrooms around the building tallied them up to see who could collect the most. Shout out to classroom 4-304 who collected the most cans with 313 cans. However, the entire school raised an outstanding 2,400 cans!
Anti-bullying Spirit Week
In February we celebrated “Respect for All” with an anti-bullying week. During this week, scholars and staff wore different colors each day to promote awareness and honor different positive qualities including: tolerance, honesty, responsibility, and compassion.

As we embark on a new year here at W.A.V.E Prep we have become new members of the Kindermusik family. Kindermusik which was founded in the US in 1978 is the leading early childhood music education program. Pre-K and Kinderdergarten scholars will sing, dance, move, and play instruments. Pre-Kindergarten instruction includes note knowledge and musical theory in preparation for their keyboard instruction next year as Kindergarteners. Both grades and their families will now have access to an online extension of the songs and themes learned in school each week in the Music Studio. The year promises to be an exciting one starting off with a BANG with "TAP TAP BANG BANG" as little scholars form their own percussion band in class this week.
First grade scholars will be singing songs about the water cycle as a continuum of what they've been learning in class. Fourth grade will begin their study of jazz and it's greats as we have some fun scatting and learning choral fundamentals. And Fifth grade will be focusing on Rhythm and Blues as they prepare for what promises to be the biggest and finest Graduation and Celebration festivities of none other than the first graduating class of W.A.V.E. Prep Elementary School !!! Music doesn't get any better than this !!!


Music & Dance
Physical Education 
Sock Drive in Sock-tober
WAVE Prep scholars across the school have shown their virtues by donating socks to those in need during the month of October. Our school received an overwhelming amount of donations and scholars were able to celebrate this event by participating in Crazy-Sock-Day.
November - December Hats and Scarves
For the months November and December of WAVE Prep scholars brought in donations of hats, scarves, and other winter-weather accessories. Our scholars once again were extremely virtuous by donating these items to people in need.


Demonstrating W.A.V.E. 
Looking Back...

Grades 4 and 5 finished the PACER test for the Fitnessgram and grade 2 has been learning about the meaning of “energy balance”, which is that calories in should equal calories out.
Looking Ahead...

Grades 4 and 5 will finish all aspects of Fitnessgram, which include push-ups, curl ups, sit and reach and trunk lifts.  Height and weight will be recorded.  All grades will continue to develop as physically literate individuals who have the knowledge, skills, and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy physical activity.
Upcoming Activities...

5th grade will start Basketball Club during lunch.  Tennis will be introduced this month and a member from New York Junior Tennis Learning will come to WAVE Prep to help.
Tips/ Resources for Parents...

All standards are influenced by SHAPE America, which developed the National Standards.




Looking Back...

Through songs, conversations and art activities scholars have been learning Spanish vocabulary involving 

greetings, seasons, body parts, family members, colors, numbers and parts of the calendar.  Scholars have also been learning vowels and letter sounds. 

Looking Ahead...

Scholars will be learning Spanish vocabulary involving animals, occupations, money, time and opposites.  

They will also be learning verbs and the ability to form words and engage in conversational speech.

Upcoming Activities/Field Trips...

In May there will be a trip to see the "Calpulli Mexican Dance" company and a Cinco De Mayo celebration.

Tips/ Resources for Parents...

Duolingo.com (app and website)
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