PS. 26 Queens
The Rufus King School
195-02 69th Avenue
Fresh Meadows, New York 11365
(718) 464-4505
Dr. Dina Koski, Principal		         Mrs. Debra Gershman, Assistant Principal

November 5, 2012

Dear PS 26 Family,

As we prepared for school to open on Monday, there were quite a few things that I 
wanted to discuss with you in order for school to proceed in an orderly fashion.

However, before we deal with the details associated with last week and this week, I’d like 
to know if any of you are in need of help.  While PS 26 has a limited number of 
resources available, we want to try and find support for you if needed.  If you would like 
to discuss your situation with school personnel, please send an email to 
CMarziliano@schools.nyc.gov  and Chris will get back to you as soon as possible.  
We are fortunate to be members of a caring community; and now, more than ever, 
members of our community should feel comfortable asking for support.

This storm has affected many of us in profound ways.  From the adults in our community 
to the children we care for, everyone is a bit stressed, anxious, and tense by the 
devastation brought by Sandy.  To this end, I am attaching a few resources that may be of
assistance:

· NCTSN.org – information about children and trauma
· Futureunlimited.org – information about young children and mental health
· Zerotothree.org – information about young children and early childhood development
· Redcross.org
· Disaster-related materials for children http://www.redcross.org/pubs/dspubs/childmatl.html
· Hurricane-related activities for families with children ages 5-14  http://www.redcross.org/disaster/masters/familymodule/fam-cd-hurricanes-17.html

Our support staff members remain available to you and yours; don’t hesitate to reach out if necessary.

What happened at PS 26 during and after the storm?

Over the past several days, our custodial staff checked our school for electrical problems, heating issues, and observable structural damage.  Everything appears to be in working order.

While our physical plant is, just that, our physical plant, PS 26 faced additional challenges with regards to limited mass transportation for our staff, closed bridges, limited mass transit, the availability of food deliveries to stock our kitchens, the gas shortage and a substantial number of staff having difficulty reporting safely to work.  In addition, downed trees, debris and power outages outside the building are hampering the return of normalcy.

The school’s position is comfortably above the waterline and structurally sound, and while the situation is not perfect, the DOE has required we open school today.




What will happen this week?

Dismissal: For this next week, given the disruption many of our families are experiencing, I am requesting that changes to dismissal pick up for your child be limited to those situations where an emergency exists.  Now is not the time to create any situations that are not within your usual pattern.  If there is any change to your child’s usual dismissal routine, you must send a note into your child’s teacher (e.g., someone not on the blue card is coming, new afterschool picking up, etc.)  Please remind pick up people that they must bring ID with them.  Please make every effort to pick up your child(ren) on time.  This is to ensure a safe trip home for school staff including those working afterschool.

Travel by Car:  For those of you opting to transport your children to and from school via car, please note: You will not be allowed to park your car and walk your child(ren) into our school building.  All cars transporting children will be required to drop off and move along.  We are anticipating a substantial increase in car traffic at all of our drop-off points and cannot safely accommodate these additional cars.  Parking on neighborhood streets is limited and double-parking in front of our building is prohibited.  Where possible, the NYPD will be asked to keep the flow of traffic moving.  In order to ensure your child(ren)s’ safety, please adhere to the above request.  At all times, police officers and traffic safety officers’ instructions are to be followed.

Delays and Absences:  Please anticipate difficulties and delays with any and all transportation systems for the remainder of the week.  For those of you unable to send your child or children to school for any reason, please follow the normal protocol for reporting an absence.  Given the disruption caused by the storm, the school does anticipate an increase in the number of students absent throughout our first week back.  Do not worry if your child or children cannot return to school immediately.  Every effort will be made so that they are brought up to date at the appropriate time.  If your child cannot attend school, the Department of Education has prepared some at home instructional resources that may be accessed at: http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/learnathorne/default

If a prolonged absence is a reality, please contact the school at 718 464-4505, press 0 for the Main Office and speak with Mrs. Jacobs, pupil accounting secretary, to make her aware of the situation that prevents your child(ren) from attending school.

When students arrive at school, it will be business as usual, with teachers well prepared to receive and care for students following a prolonged and sudden absence.  Our cafeterias will be open to provide students with hot breakfast and lunch.

What will change this week?

In order to focus on maximizing our instructional time, there may be some changes in school activities and events planned for this week.  The afterschool program will be operating as usual, however, different staff members may be providing instruction.

Caring for Each Other

This has been a life- changing event for so many.  In fact, many of us remain without power and with limited access to the Internet and/or telephone service.  Please make every effort possible to share the contents of this letter with those who you believe might not otherwise receive it.  

My sincere thanks go out to all staff members who have worked double and triple shifts to make opening today a possibility.

Be aware that Tuesday, November 6 is still a non-attendance day for children due to Election Day, although staff will be having Professional Development.

Please continue to reach out to each other and contact any of the following offices with any issues that continue for your family and/or our community during this recovery period.

*Call 311

*File it on www.nyc.gov

*Mark Weprin’s Office – 718 468-0137

*District 26 Office – 718 631-6927

Sincerely,

Dr. Dina Koski
Principal 




