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[START 259_102] 1 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  This is a joint 2 

public hearing of the Department of Education, 3 

Community Education Council, and School 4 

Leadership Team for the truncation of P.S. 117 5 

from K-6 to K-5 school.  I am District 28 6 

interim superintendent, Dr. Beverly Faulks-7 

Bryant.  We have asked that District 28 8 

Community Education Council and the School 9 

Leadership Team of P.S. 117 to participate in 10 

this joint hearing.   11 

I am joined tonight by Paula Cunningham, 12 

Principal of P.S. 117, Ms. Sandra Park Williams 13 

[phonetic], our Community Education Council 14 

President, and members of the SLT team at 117, 15 

Mr. Howard Slewett, Mr. David Martin, Ms. Ruth 16 

Bowman, Ms. Soley, Soley... 17 

MS. SINDY SOLEY MANZADEL:  Manzadel. 18 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Manzadel, I'm 19 

sorry about that--Catherine Plasencia, and 20 

Victoria Coufolto.  This hearing is being 21 

recorded.   22 

The purpose of this meeting is for you to 23 

provide comments about the proposal.  Before I 24 

describe the proposal, I want to make sure you 25 
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are all aware of the opportunity to provide 1 

your input.  All those who wish to speak must 2 

sign up in the speaker sign-up area located just 3 

outside the auditorium.  The sign-up list will 4 

close in 15 minutes.  So, if you haven't signed 5 

up, do it now.   6 

Speakers will be given the board in the 7 

order that they signed up.  All comments are 8 

limited to two minutes.  There may be elected 9 

officials that show up at different times 10 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak, 11 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 12 

first opportune moment.  Those who are here at 13 

the start of the public comment section will be 14 

asked to speak first.   15 

All comments will be mentioned in the 16 

announcements of public comments to the public, 17 

and provided to the panel for educational policy 18 

the evening before the panel votes.  The vote is 19 

scheduled for November the 17th, next Thursday.   20 

In addition, we welcome any comments and 21 

feedback you may have at any time before the 22 

panel votes on both proposals.  The email 23 

address and phone number where comments may be 24 

made are district28proposals, with an S at the 25 
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end--D28proposals@schools.nyc.gov, and 212-374-1 

7621.  Again, that's 212-374-7621.   2 

P.S. 117, J. Keld, Briarwood School, is an 3 

existing school, zoned elementary school, 4 

located in Building Q117 at 85-15 143rd Street, 5 

Queens, New York, 11435, a Community School 6 

District 28.  It currently serves students in 7 

kindergarten through sixth grade and offers a 8 

full day pre-kindergarten program.  9 

FEMALE VOICE:  No, we don't. 10 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  This is the 11 

proposal to implement a grade truncation, 12 

meaning that the school would no longer enroll 13 

sixth grade students after the current 2011-2012 14 

school year.  If this proposal is approved, all 15 

fifth and sixth grade students at P.S. 117 who 16 

meet promotional standards at the close of the 17 

2011-2012 school year would attend a new school.   18 

During the 2011-2012 school year, P.S. 117 19 

fifth and sixth grade students will participate 20 

in the middle school choice process.  In 21 

September of 2012, P.S. 117 fifth and sixth 22 

grade students who are promoted from 117 will 23 

enter middle school as sixth and seventh 24 

graders, respectively.   25 
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Beginning in September 2012, P.S. 117 would 1 

only serve students in kindergarten through 2 

fifth grade and will continue to offer a pre-3 

kindergarten program, subject to funding and 4 

demand.   5 

Prior to June 2010, students in District 28 6 

could attend their zone middle school, or they 7 

could apply to middle schools that manage their 8 

own admission processes on a school wide school 9 

basis.  In June 2010, the District 28 Community 10 

Education Council voted to adopted middle school 11 

choice.  Students still have priority for 12 

admission to the zone school in the zone in 13 

which they reside.  Students are also eligible 14 

to attend a zone school outside of the zone in 15 

which they reside, to the extent that space is 16 

available after students within the zone in 17 

which the school is located have been admitted.  18 

Students are also eligible to attend non-zoned 19 

schools. 20 

The New York City Department of Education, 21 

DOE, strives to ensure that all students in New 22 

York City have access to high quality schools at 23 

every stage of their education.  The proposed 24 

grade truncation offers significant benefits to 25 
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students currently in fifth grade at P.S. 117.  1 

Middle schools typically hold students beginning 2 

in the sixth grade, and P.S. 117 students 3 

already have the option to apply to middle 4 

school as fifth graders.   5 

However, P.S. 117 students who wait until 6 

sixth grade to apply to middle school are 7 

limited to those schools that are still 8 

available in the seven grade seats.  In 9 

particular, there are several un-zoned choice 10 

middle schools in District 28 that rarely have 11 

open seventh grade seats because seats become 12 

available only if sixth grade students leave the 13 

school.   14 

As a result, student who remain at P.S. 117 15 

through sixth grade and which to attend a choice 16 

middle school have fewer options than their 17 

peers who start middle school a year earlier. 18 

Also, by entering middle school in the sixth 19 

grade rather than the seventh grade, students at 20 

P.S. 117 will have more opportunities to take 21 

advantage of the enriching high school 22 

preparatory experiences offered at our middle 23 

schools.   24 

Finally, changing P.S. 117's grade spans 25 
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from K-6 to K-5 would reduce school's 1 

enrollment by approximately 162 students, 2 

freeing up additional space at P.S. 117, which 3 

could be used for lower grade students, or to 4 

meet other school needs.   5 

P.S. 117 is also overcrowded, and truncating 6 

P.S. 117's sixth grade will reduce the 7 

building's utilization rate and alleviate 8 

enrollment pressures.  Thank you.   9 

The next presenter will be Howard Slewett of 10 

the School Leadership Team.   11 

MR. HOWARD SLEWETT:  Hello.  Uh, I just want 12 

to say that, um, when we got together with the 13 

SLT, we decided that, uh, not only - - but also 14 

that, um, the--it will alleviate some of the 15 

crowding at 117 as kids who go into sixth grade, 16 

um, and they would move on to seventh grade, and 17 

we wouldn’t have to find a room for children - -18 

 .  Um, we also, um, can use - - pre-K school, 19 

and the - - parents of two-year-olds and three-20 

year-olds and four-year-olds.  And, um, there 21 

are parents - - .  So we really - - and we also 22 

would like to get, if we can, some - - .   23 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Thank you, Mr. 24 

Slewett.  We have now concluded the formal 25 
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presentations.  We will now open the floor for 1 

comments, but I have to wait until the sheet 2 

comes back to me.   3 

Oh, I would like to recognize Ms. Denice 4 

Nelman [phonetic], another CEC member who is 5 

sitting in the audience tonight.  I would like 6 

to thank you for attending tonight's meeting.  7 

And behind Ms. Nelman is our District 28 8 

President's Council President, Ms. Nordthrop 9 

[phonetic].  And I would like to formally 10 

welcome you to the - - .   11 

Oh, and while we're waiting for the sheet, 12 

there's one more formal presentation by the 13 

principal of P.S. 117, Ms. Paula Cunningham. 14 

MS. PAULA CUNNINGHAM:  - - , we would like 15 

to say on behalf of the administration and our 16 

entire school - - , we met as the school 17 

teachers on September 26th and part of our 18 

agenda--one of our agenda items we discussed was 19 

the school truncation and whether or not it 20 

would benefit the entire school community to be 21 

able to make the decision if we - - our students 22 

here at P.S. 117.   23 

We came to a consistent consensus that it 24 

would indeed be in the best interest of our 25 
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children if we were to truncate.  And that 1 

decision was made with the SLT members who were 2 

present at the September 26th meeting.   3 

We, um, made additional steps to engage 4 

parents in the discussion by inviting - - Office 5 

of Portfolio and - - .  And this conversation is 6 

a conversation that started last school year.  7 

So, again, it looks like to me that it was an 8 

agreed upon decision with SLT members to be in 9 

the best interest of our students to be 10 

truncated. 11 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Thank you.  And, 12 

now, with the formal--we are concluded with the 13 

formal presentation.  Um, we will now open the 14 

floor to public comments.  And can you hear me? 15 

FEMALVE VOICE:  Yes. 16 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  I ask that 17 

because the mic will now go to the podium and I 18 

will have to announce the speakers without a 19 

mic.  So you will have two minutes when you are 20 

called.  And the first person is Mr. Marc 21 

Rosenkilde. 22 

MR. MARC ROSENKILDE:  Thank you.  Um, I was 23 

under the impression this was more of a question 24 

and answer session, so I didn't really prepare a 25 
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comment.  Um, we do have petitions from 1 

parents of both fourth and fifth--fourth, fifth, 2 

and third graders that, um, oppose truncation.  3 

Other than that, my - - is, if we're freeing up 4 

the space here at 117, is that space available 5 

across the street at 217.  I understand there's 6 

a crowding situation there as well.   7 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Um, I cannot 8 

answer that.  That's a public comment that would 9 

go to D-28. 10 

MR. MARC ROSENKILDE:  Very good, thank you. 11 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Sorry about 12 

that.  And you can give the petition to the 13 

office--the members of the Office of Portfolio 14 

Planning.  Ms. Safdar?  S-A-F-D-A-R? 15 

MS. SAFDAR:  Yes.  I'd just like to say, um, 16 

- - .   17 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Turn the mic on. 18 

MS. SAFDAR:  I'm sorry about that.  I'd like 19 

to say that I am a teacher working at P.S. 117, 20 

and I would like to keep the sixth grade, uh, 21 

here at the school.  And - - did say that, um, 22 

the - - education is trying to provide quality 23 

education - - middle school children.  So why 24 

are we worrying about children who are not yet 25 
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in a proper school already to send them on to 1 

seventh grade - - .  So that would be my 2 

question to you. 3 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  This is not a 4 

question and answer.  I'm sorry. 5 

MS. SAFDAR:  Oh, I guess that's it.  That's 6 

the - - .   7 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Thank you.  And 8 

Mya Gutierrez-Granados?  Turn on the mic. 9 

FEMALE VOICE:  Turn on the mic. 10 

MS. MYA GUTIERREZ-GRANADOS:  Hello. 11 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Hello. 12 

MS. MYA GUTIERREZ-GRANADOS:  Okay.  Um, I 13 

would just--my point is about choice.  And for 14 

all these years I feel like it was only fair for 15 

parents, who know their children the best, feel 16 

like they're mature enough and able to handle 17 

the situation that - - , and they would be able 18 

to apply and send them there.  And I feel that - 19 

- truncate is cutting off all parents to choose 20 

for their children, if they decide their 21 

children are not ready for that yet.   22 

So, I'm not the only person that feels that 23 

way.  A lot of parents have come to me, but 24 

choice is my main concern.   25 
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And then the protocol, for me, it was an 1 

issue.  - - SLT team, which I'm not - - but, um, 2 

the SLT is supposed to be representative of all 3 

the parents in the school.  And, when the SLT 4 

team took its consensus, there were still three 5 

open parent slots, and I don't feel that with 6 

three open parents lots, which is almost half 7 

the number of parent slots on the SLT, that was 8 

representative of the entire school because it 9 

only - - to oppose any issues before the SLT, 10 

then - - oppose it, and I wasn't part of that 11 

decision making process, along with other 12 

teacher slots.   13 

So, like I said, my concern is choice, but 14 

then in protocol.  And I feel like the parents 15 

who are on the SLT have the responsibility of 16 

representing all the parents in the school, 17 

which means there should have been - - prior to 18 

the SLT having made that decision this school 19 

year, not last school year when parents who are 20 

graduate--have graduating children are - - .  So 21 

there's a bunch of concerns.  Thank you. 22 

MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  Thank you.  I 23 

need the mic back. 24 

FEMALE VOICE:  I need the mic. 25 
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MS. BEVERLY FAULKS-BRYANT:  The speakers 1 

are now exhausted.  Again, in case you didn't 2 

have your voice heard, any comments and feedback 3 

you may have at this time, before next Thursday 4 

when the panel of Educational Policy votes for 5 

this proposal at the November 17th meeting, can 6 

be addressed to d28proposals--with an S at the 7 

end--@schools.nyc.gov, 8 

d28proposals@schools.nyc.gov, or 212-374-7621.  9 

Again, it's 212-374-7621.  Thank you for your 10 

participation.  This joint public hearing is now 11 

closed. 12 
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C E R T I F I C A T E  1 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 2 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 3 

best of my ability. 4 

 5 

Signature:   6 

Date: November 13, 2011 7 
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