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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. RHONDA HURDLE TAYLOR:  This is a joint 2 

public hearing of the Department of Education 3 

Community Education Council and School 4 

Leadership Teams, for the proposed re-siting and 5 

co-location of Explore Charter School, X2, and 6 

P141A at I002K in Building K002. 7 

I am Superintendent Taylor, community 8 

superintendent for District 17, and tonight 9 

we're offering interpretation services.   10 

FRENCH INTERPRETER:  [Foreign audio] 11 

SPANISH INTERPRETER:  [Foreign audio] 12 

MS. TAYLOR:  We've asked the District 17 13 

Community Education Council, the Explore Charter 14 

School Leadership Team, the M.S. 2 School 15 

Leadership Team, and the P141K at I002K School 16 

Leadership Team, to participate in this joint 17 

public hearing. 18 

I am joined tonight by Morty Ballen and 19 

Tracy Rebe, from the Explore Charter School SLT, 20 

Ms. McCall and Principal Spencer, from the M.S. 21 

2 School Leadership Team, and Principal Thornton 22 

from the P141K at I002 SLT.  Ms. Dabney is 23 

attending from the District 17 CEC.  Is there 24 

anyone else from any of the SLTs, CECs, CCELL, 25 
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District 75 Council, or CCSE that I did not 1 

introduce?  Please introduce yourselves. 2 

MS. EVA CARIBOU:  Eva Caribou [phonetic], 3 

SLT M.S. 2. 4 

MS. SHIRLEY DORR:  My name is Shirley Dorr 5 

[phonetic], and I'm the parliamentarian for 6 

CC17. 7 

MALE VOICE:  Yes, - - , - - leader of middle 8 

school, high schools, District 75.   9 

MS. TAYLOR:  Please note that this hearing 10 

is being recorded.  The purpose of this hearing 11 

is for you to provide comments about the 12 

proposal.  Before I describe the proposal, I 13 

want to make sure you are all aware of the 14 

opportunity to provide your input.  All those 15 

who wish to speak must sign up in the speaker 16 

sign-up area, located just outside the 17 

auditorium.  The sign-up list will close in 15 18 

minutes. 19 

Speakers will be given the floor in the 20 

order that they signed up.  All comments are 21 

limited to two minutes.  There may be elected 22 

officials who arrive at different times 23 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak, 24 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 25 
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first opportune.  Those who are here at the 1 

start of the public comment segment will be 2 

asked to speak first. 3 

All comments will be mentioned in the 4 

analysis of public comment, to be published and 5 

made available to the Panel for Educational 6 

Policy the evening before the panel votes.  That 7 

vote is scheduled for Wednesday, May 18th, 2011.  8 

In addition, we welcome any comments and 9 

feedback you may have at any time before the 10 

panel votes on this proposal. 11 

The email address and phone number where 12 

comments may be made are 13 

d17proposals@schools.nyc.gov, and 212-374-0208.  14 

The New York City Department of Education, or 15 

DOE, is proposing to re-site and co-locate 16 

Explore Charter School, or Explore, to Building 17 

K002, located at 655 Parkside Avenue in 18 

Brooklyn, in Community School District 17. 19 

Explore, a public charter school located in 20 

Building K884 at 15 Snyder Avenue, Brooklyn, in 21 

Community School District 17, currently serves 22 

students in kindergarten through 8th grade.   23 

If approved, 2011-2012, the first year of 24 

the proposed co-location, all of Explore's 25 
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kindergarten through 8th grade students would 1 

be re-sited to K002, and would be co-located in 2 

the building with M.S. 2, a DOE District middle 3 

school that serves students in 6th through 8th 4 

grade, and a District 75 school, 75K141, that 5 

serves students in 6th through 8th grade. 6 

A re-siting means a school will be located 7 

in a different building than the building which 8 

it's currently located.  A co-location means 9 

that two or more school organizations are 10 

located in the same building, and they share 11 

common spaces, like auditoriums, gymnasiums, 12 

libraries, science demonstration labs and 13 

cafeterias. 14 

On April 12th, 2011, the DOE published a 15 

revised Educational Impact Statement, and 16 

revised Building Utilization Plan.  The revised 17 

EIS includes more information on the afterschool 18 

programs that are offered by the - - program at 19 

K002 Building, and includes additional 20 

information related to the use of shared space, 21 

such as the auditorium, gymnasium and library, 22 

and a proposed shared space plan, as described 23 

in the revised Building Utilization Plan. 24 

The revised Building Utilization Plan that 25 
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is annexed to the EIS was also revised in the 1 

following manner:  The proposed shared space 2 

schedule on pages 10 through 11 was adjusted, 3 

and the DOE clarified the rationale for the 4 

amount of time that each co-located school is 5 

allocated in the shared spaces, under this 6 

proposal. 7 

In 2002, Explore was approved by its 8 

authorizer, the State University of New York, or 9 

CUNY, to open a new public charter school in 10 

District 17.  Explore's current location at K884 11 

is in a DOE leased building, but Explore was not 12 

intended to remain there permanently.  Explore 13 

is seeking a permanent location in District 17 14 

in order to continue serving District 17 15 

students as intended.  And will continue to 16 

provide a - - for District 17 students in its 17 

charter school lottery application process. 18 

M.S. 2 offers a zoned program, and an 19 

academic streamed program open to residents and 20 

students of District 17.  The DOE does not 21 

anticipate that M.S. 2's instructional programs, 22 

admissions process, or enrollment, will be 23 

affected as a result of this proposal. 24 

75K141 is a District 75 school that serves 25 
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students who are emotional disturbed or ED.  1 

Multiple handicapped or MH, mentally retarded or 2 

MR, and autistic, and offers an inclusion 3 

program.  75K141 is sited at four locations 4 

throughout Brooklyn.   5 

If this proposal is approved, 75K141 will 6 

reorganize the ED and MR services provided at 7 

three of its sites.  However, this proposal will 8 

not reduce or eliminate any seats at 75K141, but 9 

instead, some students who may have been served 10 

at one site may not be served at another site.  11 

All current and future 75K141 students will 12 

continue to receive all mandated services. 13 

The building to which Explore will be re-14 

sited, K002, has been identified as an 15 

underutilized building.  Meaning it currently 16 

has at least 300 seats available.  Building K002 17 

has a target capacity of 1,238 students, but in 18 

2010-2011, K002 only serves 495 students.  Which 19 

yields an estimated building utilization rate of 20 

40%. 21 

In 2011-2012, when Explore is re-sited from 22 

its current location to K002, and when P141K, 23 

and I002K's ED and MR programs are reorganized, 24 

as noted above, the K002 building would serve 25 
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approximately 917 to 950 students, which yields 1 

an estimated utilization rate of 77%.  Thank 2 

you.   3 

The next presenter will be Ms. Dabney of the 4 

CEC, if the CEC has elected to make a statement. 5 

FEMALE VOICE:  I'm sorry, before you start, 6 

can we have a translator for the Arabic parents 7 

that are here - - .  So, um, - - . 8 

[Background conversation] 9 

MS. TAYLOR:  So, to answer your question, 10 

yes, there is, uh, someone who will be able to 11 

translate for the Arabic parents. 12 

[Background conversation] 13 

MS. ADRIENNE SPENCER:  Parkside Prep will be 14 

happy to provide a translator for our public. 15 

FEMALE VOICE:  What's concerning me is that 16 

they need to take them into consideration, at 17 

the same time that they want to have people - -18 

 .  We have a - - population here in our schools 19 

that they're not taking into consideration. 20 

[Background conversation] 21 

MS. TAYLOR:  So, the DOE provides 22 

translation upon request.  It is my belief that 23 

there was no request made for such.  However, 24 

Parkside Prep has just, uh, made a note that 25 
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they do have someone who is here to translate.  1 

So, I think we can move on with the, with the 2 

statement from the CEC.  Thank you. 3 

MS. BETSY DABNEY:  Good afternoon.  My name 4 

is Betsy Dabney.  I am timekeeper of the 5 

Community Educational Council of District 17.  6 

I'm about to read our response to your 7 

declaration of Explore Charter School for middle 8 

school students. 9 

Our members, we have seven members who 10 

approved this reading, May 16th, 2011.  11 

District, District 17 Community Educational 12 

Council statement.  Co-location of Explore 13 

Charter School with Middle School 2. 14 

Community Educational Council members 15 

advocate on behalf of parents and families in 16 

their district to help better our schools an 17 

ensure community needs, as addressed.  Community 18 

Educational Councils contribute to shaping 19 

educational policy in New York.  Community 20 

Educational Councils have responsibilities 21 

outlined in state law, and implemented through 22 

regulations of the Chancellor.   23 

These responsibilities include approving 24 

school zoning lines, holding hearings on the - - 25 
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plan, evaluating community superintendents, 1 

and providing input on other policy issues.   2 

District 17 Community Educational Council 3 

supports every child's right to a quality 4 

education in a safe, nourishing environment.  5 

Should the Panel for Educational Policy vote not 6 

to house Explore Charter School to Middle School 7 

2 campus, we support - - Middle School 2 and 8 

returning the enrichment programs that were once 9 

in effect.   10 

Should the Panel for Educational Policy vote 11 

to house the Explore Charter School on Middle 12 

School 2 campus, we support fair usage of all 13 

shared space, according to the needs of the 14 

school.  We also suggest that measures be put in 15 

place for respectful and peaceful transition for 16 

all. 17 

For example, cultural awareness, conflict 18 

resolution, peer management, and sensitivity 19 

training.  We encourage the staff and 20 

administration of all three schools to be the 21 

example to their schools' students, in an effort 22 

to create a positive learning environment for 23 

all. 24 

The Middle School 2 campus is also home to 25 
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Flatbush Beacon Program, which offers free 1 

community programs year-round, that include 2 

afterschool programs, summer camp, and other 3 

programs for teens and adults.  Community 4 

Educational Council 17 understands the 5 

importance of Flatbush Beacon to the Flatbush 6 

community, and urges the Department of Education 7 

to maintain programs at this site.   8 

District 17 Community Educational Council 9 

will respect the decision of the Panel for 10 

Educational Policy.  Thank you. 11 

MS. SHIRLEY DORR:  I'm sorry.  Um, I would 12 

just like to clarify one thing.  This, the 13 

statement that was just read by Ms. Betsy Dabney 14 

was made on behalf of the President, which is 15 

Michelle Brunson [phonetic], 1st Vice-President 16 

Charmaine Griffith [phonetic], 2nd Vice-17 

President Lisa Ramsey [phonetic], Treasurer 18 

Marvin Wheeler, myself, Shirley Dorr, Ms. Betsy 19 

Dabney, and Ms. Uniqua Garden [phonetic].   20 

At the time of the drafting of this 21 

statement, Ms. Claudette Agart [phonetic], and 22 

Ms. Patricia Herring Lawrence [phonetic] were 23 

unavailable for comment. 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  I would like to now introduce 25 
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Marty Ballen, who will speak to the Explore 1 

SLT. 2 

MR. MORTON BALLEN:  Thank you.  Good 3 

evening, everybody.  Uh, my name is Morty 4 

Ballen.  I'm the founder of Explore Charter 5 

School.  And our mission is to provide our 6 

students with the adept skills and critical 7 

thinking abilities they need to succeed in 8 

college preparatory high schools.  And I founded 9 

Explore Charter School in 2002, based on the 10 

need in our city, um, for more outstanding 11 

public education options. 12 

So, we opened with 2--with 168 students, 13 

kindergarten through 3rd grade, in 2002, and we 14 

added kindergartners each year, um, and now we 15 

currently serve 475 8th graders, kindergarten 16 

through 8th grade.  We will be graduating our 17 

4th group of 8th graders, um, in June.   18 

So, as a public school, we were placed by 19 

the Department of Education at 15 Snyder, which 20 

is a building that the Department of Ed leased 21 

from - - .  We thought that was going to be our 22 

home, um, and then we learned that the 23 

Department of Ed would not be renewing the lease 24 

on 15 Snyder.  And, as a public school, we know 25 
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that our students are entitled to a free 1 

facility.   2 

So, we worked with the New York City 3 

Department of Ed, we worked with the CEC, and we 4 

said two things are important to our model.  5 

One, that we be in District 17.  We - - the 6 

2,500 folks on our waiting list, so we know 7 

that, that parents in this district, and in this 8 

community, are looking for additional options, 9 

and we want to help, we want to help support 10 

that need. 11 

And we also said that it's very important 12 

that we remain a K-8 model.  We believe that 13 

working with kids from the time they are five, 14 

right up until they graduate in 8th grade, where 15 

they're 13 and 14, and working with their 16 

parents during that span of time is a powerful 17 

part of our model. 18 

So, we, we are excited to have this 19 

opportunity to co-locate, to be a K-8 school, to 20 

be in District 17, and to be, to be in this 21 

neighborhood, where we can continue to provide 22 

options for our families. 23 

How we operate, as a school and as a 24 

network, we are collaborative, we are, uh, we 25 
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love to share best practices, district 1 

schools, charter schools, we have good 2 

relationships with all sorts of other schools, 3 

to serve our kids best.  Um, and we're looking 4 

forward to that relationship here at M.S. 2 as 5 

well. 6 

We know that the, the adults in this room 7 

will be leading the way for all of our students, 8 

whether they're Explore Charter School students, 9 

or M.S. 2 students, it doesn't matter.  We're 10 

going to be modeling the way, to show that our 11 

students deserve an outstanding public education 12 

option.  We're excited to be here, and do this 13 

in our community.  Thank you. 14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. TAYLOR:  I would now like to introduce 16 

Ms. McCall from the M.S. 2 SLT, followed by 17 

Principal Spencer. 18 

[Applause] 19 

MS. TANISIA McCALL:  Thank you, - - .  I am 20 

Tanisia McCall [phonetic].  My name is Tanisia 21 

McCall.  I'm a member of the School Leadership 22 

Team here, and the PTA, and the par--and the PTA 23 

President as well.  I'm here to read a statement 24 

from the SLT.   25 
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After careful deliberations and 1 

considerations for the needs of all the children 2 

of Parkside Prep Academy, Explore Charter 3 

School, and P141, the members of the SLT has 4 

come to, to the unanimous conclusion that this 5 

merger is not in the best interests of all our 6 

children. 7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. McCALL:  Do not - - , as this is not 9 

about Explore Charter School, this is about the 10 

Department of Education's decision to go forth 11 

with a merger that has not been carefully 12 

thought out, and no consideration given to the 13 

physical, psychological, emotional and academic 14 

impact that this merger will have on the 15 

students. 16 

[Applause] 17 

MS. McCALL:  Clearly, this merger will have 18 

a negative impact on the academic progress of 19 

our students.  As well as a negative impact on 20 

the operations of Parkside Prep Academy.  Our 21 

English language learners and our special 22 

education students will be greatly affected.  23 

Their needs are unique, and we need to space--we 24 

need the space to educate them - - .  They have 25 
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that right, under the Americans with 1 

Disabilities Act--Act, sorry.   2 

What about the age difference?  We think 3 

it's inappropriate and unsafe to educate 5-year-4 

olds and 17-year-olds.  Don't you think so?  Our 5 

school - -  6 

[Applause] 7 

MS. McCALL:  --to meet the needs of our 8 

students.  Let us please put our students first.  9 

Thank you. 10 

[Applause] 11 

MS. SPENCER:  Madame Superintendent, CEC 12 

Council representatives, Explore Charter School, 13 

P141K, Parkside Prep SLTs, and respective 14 

principals, Mr. - - , parents, students, 15 

teachers, staff, CBO Beacon, and all the other 16 

stakeholders, good evening.   17 

To go forth, it is always important that we 18 

take a look at our history.  This is my 27th 19 

year with the Department of Education.  I've 20 

served in many capacities, teacher, guidance 21 

counselor for bilingual children, guidance 22 

counselor for special education children.  I 23 

coached high school boys for 15 years, assistant 24 

principal for three, and principal for the last 25 
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nine years here.   1 

I was brought to this building to correct a 2 

situation.  On that board, it highlights it.  3 

Nine years ago, 2003, 8 1/2, actually, I was 4 

brought into this building from the high school 5 

division to, um, bring some expertise, and to 6 

bring some order to this building.  At the time, 7 

the building had over 1,200 plus students.  At 8 

the time, the woman to my left was one of the 9 

chief--um, led one of the chief schools, chief, 10 

um, school that was - - District 17.  And to, 11 

and to whom I give a lot of credit for our, um, 12 

for setting the bar, the standard, for us to 13 

rise to. 14 

There were 1,239 students when I arrived in 15 

2003.  By September of 2003, we had 1,189 16 

students.  To accommodate 1,189 students, I had 17 

to break up a carpentry lab, a photo lab, and a 18 

printing press, for the students in this 19 

building, to accommodate 1,179 I had to do that, 20 

to accommodate.  Yet, the Department of Ed says 21 

that this building has the capacity of 1,200 22 

plus.   23 

I have spent the last 27 years of my life 24 

committed to all children in New York City 25 
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schools.  It is my strongest belief that 1 

Explore Charter School, P141K and Parkside 2 

children deserve the most, the optimum learning 3 

environment, as well as educational program. 4 

I have always supported the vision and the 5 

priorities of the Department of Education, not 6 

just me, by my administration and my staff.  7 

However, this time I am forced to reexamine, and 8 

this merger has asked me to look carefully at 9 

the plans and thoughts of this merger.  It's 10 

left us rather disenchanted. 11 

When I was first approached with this co-12 

location effort, it was proposed to me as 200 13 

students coming with a 5-8 population.  When it 14 

was proposed to me, I asked for the other 15 

principals to be at the table.  I was told that 16 

District 75 do things differently, and it never 17 

occurred. 18 

 After about three weeks, I heard from a 19 

parent that attended a CEC meeting the proposal 20 

has changed to a K-8.  Not from the DOE's 21 

counselor, not from Portfolio, I heard it from a 22 

parent.  So, I need Explore Charter parents and 23 

staff to understand my dismay, after spending 24 

nine years cleaning up this building, spending 25 
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sleepless nights with my staff,-- 1 

VARIOUS VOICES:  That's right. 2 

[Applause] 3 

MS. SPENCER:  --and 27 years given to the 4 

Department, this is the treatment that you 5 

receive.  And I wanted to state it for the 6 

record that I was left feeling rather 7 

disrespected.  This is not about you, Explore.  8 

You have the right to be in a setting, and I'm 9 

proud that you want to merge here, because this 10 

is a building that was abandoned over nine years 11 

ago.  When I walked in here, there were holes in 12 

every computer, graffiti everywhere, all around 13 

the school building, and it had, it had a 14 

reputation that you would run away from nine 15 

years ago.  Staff, over 100 plus staff members, 16 

and an environment not conducive to learning. 17 

We spent an awful time throwing out 18 

furniture, and putting our efforts, our sweat, 19 

blood and tears, into this building, to make it 20 

what it is today.  So, we're proud that you want 21 

to merge.  Because it is an aesthetically 22 

pleasing building at this time. 23 

However, while the DOE states that we have 24 

all of this room, and that I am in surplus of 25 
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building usage, and where it says that 1 

Parkside Prep--that's our name, by the way, 2 

Parkside Prep, and it has been.  Uh, it's 3 

inappropriate name in those documents, M.S. 2.  4 

We're Parkside Prep now for the last three to 5 

four years.   6 

VARIOUS VOICES:  That's right. 7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. SPENCER:  M.S. 2 is simply the campus.  9 

And we've been trying very hard to go away from 10 

what it was.  So, we don't use M.S. 2 at all.  11 

So, understand my position.  I'm open-armed to 12 

200 students coming, because I know we have the 13 

space, and I figured we could make it work.  But 14 

the misrepresentation, the misinformation, and 15 

the rumors and ill feelings that's come about 16 

has not been our intent.   17 

And so, that's the only reason I'm really 18 

speaking tonight, because I think my parents can 19 

speak very well for themselves, and my students.  20 

But I think that we've been misrepresented, all 21 

of us, and we have been pitted against each 22 

other. 23 

P141K and us have a great relationship, we 24 

have worked out our differences, and yes, we 25 
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still fight, but we work our differences out.  1 

The DOE approached a second year principal in 2 

the school, and bartered under the table to make 3 

this work.  It could have worked if all three of 4 

us had sat down and done it in a decent way, and 5 

looked carefully at the program that we have 6 

here. 7 

We have three visions, three missions, three 8 

principals now.  950 so far.  And if 1,200 or 9 

1,179 didn't work, 950's going to work, there is  10 

a far difference from that.  If you look at the 11 

EIS, educational impact statement, it's flawed.  12 

If you look at the building utilization plan, 13 

it's equally flawed.  It has a lot of mistakes, 14 

a lot of errors, that are meant to, uh, minimize 15 

the impact of this merger. 16 

The DOE needs to do a better job of co-17 

coalescing us, uh, facilitating decent 18 

discussions, and doing things the right way, so 19 

that we can make proper decisions for all our 20 

children.   21 

[Applause] 22 

MS. SPENCER:  My staff will share with you 23 

tonight the impact, the greatest impact that 24 

this is going to make.  The DOE says that this 25 
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building, after housing Parkside, 141 and 1 

Explore, will be at 77% utilization, and yet 2 

there are only six rooms left.  You do the math. 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. SPENCER:  You do the math.  If 900 5 

students will be here, and it will be 77% 6 

utilization, with six rooms left, how could that 7 

be? 8 

[Applause] 9 

MS. SPENCER:  To accommodate the loss of 10 

those three specialty rooms, Parkside Prep has 11 

put in place for the last two years a myriad, a 12 

plethora, of programs on Fridays, club 13 

activities, cooking, um, you name it.  14 

Volleyball, chess, debate, violin-- 15 

[Various audience comment] 16 

MS. SPENCER:  --the band, gardening.  You 17 

name it.  For the last two years.  Community 18 

service, someone is saying.  So many things 19 

we've put in place.  When testing was last week, 20 

over 30 something, uh, rooms were utilized.   21 

Our students have special needs.  One-third 22 

of my population is--are English language 23 

learners and special education children.  The 24 

BUP does not fairly count for that.  These 25 



 23

youngsters have special needs.  They have, uh, 1 

needs for therapeutic programs.  And none of 2 

that is taken into account here.   3 

Uh, the - - construction that we require is 4 

being tossed to the side.  When I took over this 5 

building, it was at 70% plus, Level 1.  70% plus 6 

Level 1.  And we managed to get this building up 7 

to 50% Level 3s.   8 

[Applause] 9 

MS. SPENCER:  In - - , and 57% in 10 

mathematics, up to last year, just before the 11 

state revised its criteria.  We're talking about 12 

the first school out of 1,500 schools to receive 13 

an outstanding quality review rating.  Okay?  14 

The first school.  And there are only eight 15 

schools with such an acclaim.  All right?  And 16 

we did that.  We did that on our own, with our 17 

CBOs, with our afterschool, with our grant 18 

money, with our efforts. 19 

They've been selling our school as if it's 20 

just a, oh, you'll have a nice auditorium, 21 

you'll have a beautiful dance studio.  What 22 

about our children?  They've made improved 23 

efforts.  What about our school vision and 24 

mission?  That's not talked about.  Oh, you can 25 
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have a nice dance room, and a nice this and 1 

that.  That's not what it's about.   2 

It's about the ability to work together and 3 

make things happen for the children of New York 4 

City.  It's about decency and respect.  It's 5 

about being adult-like, and modeling for 6 

students the best possible performance.  Because 7 

if we are going to be leaders and professionals, 8 

then we have to deal in honesty, and we have to 9 

deal with respect.   10 

The division that we're now, that we're now 11 

presented with, with Michele--between and 12 

myself, is part of the responsibility of the 13 

DOE.  They are the culprits.  Division of 14 

Portfolio and Assessment has not been truthful.   15 

In December, when they walked this building, 16 

I asked them for what purpose are you walking, 17 

on December 27th.  They advised me that they 18 

were looking at the facilities.  I said, while 19 

you're at it, can you check the auditorium and 20 

my library doors, to date, never commented.   21 

All they had to say was that, we're looking 22 

at your school for the purpose of merging.  It 23 

is important to be honest and forthright in our, 24 

in our discussions.  It's important to be--and 25 
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they'll tell you otherwise, tonight.  They'll 1 

tell you, oh, yes, Principal Spencer, oh, no, 2 

Principal Spencer doesn't lie.  There's no need 3 

to.  Adults tell the truth.  We don't play 4 

games.   5 

It is my strong contention that a lot of 6 

things would suffer.  I don't see how, with the 7 

changing demographics, and the changing needs of 8 

the students that come here, that we can do this 9 

in a manner that is going to optimal for 10 

Parkside, P141, and for Explore.   11 

I just mentioned to you the testing 12 

conditions.  We had over 30 rooms being 13 

utilized.  We have all these clubs that we have 14 

to disband.  And who says that I shouldn't have 15 

the right to, uh, put back those three labs that 16 

I broke apart eight years ago?  Who says that I 17 

have to give up the three laboratories that I 18 

have for my ESL children, to make them one, when 19 

their needs vary?   20 

We're talking about differentiation in the 21 

DOE.  Well, this is an opportunity for us to 22 

demonstrate what we mean by that.  We're talking 23 

about, uh, addressing the needs of children, and 24 

then you're asking us to pack into a sardine 25 
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can.  1 

My students wrote me a letter, and I'm 2 

hoping that they'll be given the opportunity to 3 

read it themselves, because it's their thoughts.  4 

When I came to this building, I recognized what 5 

was going on, and we decided that our classrooms 6 

would not be more than 24.  And every year we 7 

fight with the DOE to keep it at 24, because we 8 

feel it optimum learning.  24 in the middle 9 

program. 10 

And if you look at our--um, if you look at 11 

our record right now, you will see classes 31, 12 

30, CEC, um, ICT is probably at the lowest 25.  13 

You will see special ed classes at 30, whereby 14 

we have been asked for - - .  So, honestly 15 

folks, I think that Explore deserves a wonderful 16 

learning environment and educational program, 17 

but I think that we have to look and give some 18 

careful thought to this. 19 

Again, for the record, I was not opposed to 20 

a 5-8, because it was presented to me as a 5-8, 21 

with 200 students, and I thought it would have 22 

been wonderful, because it would not compromise 23 

the middle programs that we have here.  We have 24 

two middle programs here.  And I thought that it 25 
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would not compromise that.  I felt, I thought 1 

that it wouldn't compromise the afterschool 2 

programs with two additional hundred.  It 3 

wouldn’t compromise the Beacon programs, our 4 

specialized programs, our afterschool clubs.  I 5 

thought that we could work together to make them 6 

doable. 7 

But somehow, that was not the real 8 

conversations.  I listened to Mr. Ballen, and he 9 

said he had--the school is at full capacity K-8, 10 

and deserves to be together.  And I understand 11 

that completely, but I am very upset at the 12 

presentation that was given to us, and I'm very 13 

upset that, uh, proper, uh, care wasn't given to 14 

the discussion, and that we didn't have proper 15 

planning time, and that the BUP is so awkward.  16 

And the BUP is building usage plan, for parents 17 

that may not be family.  And the EIS statement 18 

is so flawed, and so incorrect.  And the attempt 19 

to minimize and claims that Parkside is using 20 

all these rooms that it doesn't need, who wants 21 

to give themselves more work?   22 

So, I say to you tonight, for the record, 23 

that Principal Spencer and the administration of 24 

Parkside is open to a 5-8 co-location, that was 25 
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presented, but is opposed to a K-8. 1 

[Applause] 2 

MS. TAYLOR:  P141K will not be making a 3 

statement this evening, and so, we have now 4 

concluded the formal presentations.  We will now 5 

open the floor for public comments.  Speakers 6 

will be given the floor in the order that they 7 

signed.  All comments are limited to two 8 

minutes.  We ask that speakers line up at the 9 

microphone only to our right, and I will be 10 

calling two speakers at a time.   11 

Our first speakers, Mohammed Kader and Mary 12 

Hoffman. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MR. MOHAMMED KADER:  Good evening.  My name 15 

is Mohammed Kader, and I'm an ESL student at 16 

Parkside Prep Academy.  And I'm against of the 17 

charter school coming here, and taking our 18 

space.  I'm here to tell you all, I'm an ESL 19 

student that come from another country.  I come 20 

here to learn English, and you come here and 21 

take our space.  ESL students need more space 22 

rooms.  Two rooms for ESL student, we need a 23 

laboratory, and we need another room for 24 

advanced, and we need room for beginners. 25 
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If you all come here we will have less 1 

time, and you cannot combine beginners - - , um, 2 

advanced, because it will be, um, messed up, and 3 

people will not learn more.  Okay.   4 

[Applause] 5 

MS. MARY HOFFMAN:  I'm Mary Hoffman.  I'm an 6 

itinerant teacher, um, which means I travel from 7 

school to school - - kids who have hearing loss 8 

- - .  In fact, I've worked, I have students 9 

both at Explore and here, at Parkside Prep.  And 10 

I see wonderful work going on in both places.  - 11 

- classification for many years, and when I went 12 

back, I - - my first year in this school, and 13 

went back to talk to my colleagues, I said, I'm 14 

at this awesome middle school, a library, a - - 15 

research, they can print, they can come at all 16 

times, it's remarkable.   17 

I'm in a - - class for part of the day.  The 18 

amount of - - teachers, the co-teachers, is 19 

remarkable.  Um, and it's awesome - - school 20 

with a vision, and get that - - going.  What - - 21 

staff has done, as you saw nine years ago, is 22 

take a - - that is going in one direction, and 23 

turn it around.  And if you saw the Titanic, you 24 

know that's hard.   25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. HOFFMAN:  I, I can - - , this is a 2 

principal, this is not - - , it's not a kneejerk 3 

reaction, this is a--she's a math teacher, maybe 4 

that has something to do with it, but you saw 5 

the reasoned approach.  She has really looked at 6 

this.  She's willing to do the 200.  It's 7 

really, it's not a kneejerk reaction.  She's a 8 

thoughtful and remarkable principal.  And you 9 

know, we all love education, we all love - - , 10 

but I really feel that you should re-examine 11 

this.  It's--there's a way to utilize this - - .  12 

I saw the Christmas show here, - - .   13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. TAYLOR:  Valerie Paul, and Sheryl Davis.  15 

Please come to the microphone only on my right.  16 

Valerie Paul and Sheryl Davis.   17 

MS. VALERIE PAUL:  Good evening.  My name is 18 

Valerie Paul, and I'm a kindergarten teacher at 19 

Explore Charter School.  I've been with this 20 

organization for two years, and I can truly say 21 

this experience has changed my life.  I've never 22 

worked with an organization that is dedicated, 23 

and invested in the community they serve.   24 

Explore Charter School has been in this 25 
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community since 2002, and is currently serving 1 

45 students - - .  Explore holds every single 2 

student to high expectations.  Explore helps to 3 

provide students with the skills they need to 4 

succeed in school.  The teachers go above and 5 

beyond to ensure that all learners get a quality 6 

education.  This year I have seen tremendous - - 7 

in my own students.  Many of our students have 8 

exceeded in both reading and math.   9 

Please allow Explore Charter School to M.S. 10 

2.  We want to continue shaping lives of this 11 

community.  Our children are the future, so 12 

let's give the students the education they 13 

deserve. 14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. SHERYL DAVIS:  Hi, good afternoon, 16 

everyone.  My name is Sheryl Davis, and I'm a 17 

parent of two children who attend Explore 18 

Charter School.  I started this school in 2002, 19 

when we were housed on Jay Street, and when we 20 

moved to 15 Snyder Avenue, I was not aware that 21 

we would be in this predicament that we are in 22 

today.  I thought that we would be here for the 23 

rest of the duration, and unfortunately, that 24 

has not come to fruition. 25 
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So, what I want to say, I want to applaud 1 

the principal here for your efforts to make-- 2 

[Applause] 3 

MS. DAVIS:  - - institution.  However, the 4 

DOE has placed us here.  If the DOE decides to 5 

place us here, we want to continue, have a place 6 

to continue the vision that was begun by our 7 

founder, Mr. Ballen.  Unfortunately, parents, 8 

principals, and staff, we have reached on 9 

numerous occasions to try to come and talk with 10 

you on a - - level, to try to figure out any 11 

kind of concerns that we may all have.  Because 12 

we have concerns on our side as well.  But all 13 

of those efforts never came to pass. 14 

The last one, I understand, was supposed to 15 

take place at CEC where Explore parents did 16 

attend, but unfortunately none of the M.S. 2 17 

parents attended.  For whatever reason.   18 

[Various audience comment] 19 

MALE VOICE:  Not true, I was there. 20 

MS. DAVIS:  In any event, I was there, and 21 

only members of the Beacon, um, afterschool 22 

program attended that meeting that was held on 23 

May 12th.  All of our children are members of 24 

this community.  Explore parents will want to 25 
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utilize the Beacon program as well.  We are a 1 

public school, and good neighbors.  If the 2 

process needs to be addressed to DOE, let's do 3 

it together.   4 

Again, that is why we reached out to 5 

parents, to try to figure out our differences.  6 

Let's - -  7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. DAVIS:  Let's work for the betterment of 9 

all children who live in this community.  10 

They're all our children.  Thank you. 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. TAYLOR:  Next two witnesses, Norma 13 

Adolphe and Linor Castro. 14 

MS. NORMA ADOLPHE:  Good evening.  Um, my 15 

son graduated 2007 from M.S. 2, and my daughter 16 

is currently a Beacon afterschool program 17 

member.  Um, the decision with Explore Charter 18 

School merging space at Parkside Preparatory 19 

Academy is a result of poor planning and timing 20 

on their part. 21 

As the end result, hundreds of children 22 

currently attending M.S. 2 school will be 23 

affected.  Explore Charter School would cause 24 

classroom space to be downsized, which, in turn, 25 
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means overcrowding and unruly behavior that 1 

impacts the right to professional classroom 2 

instruction.   3 

Now, with such a broad age spectrum, this 4 

would cause an exposure of very young children 5 

to older adolescents, which would not promote a 6 

safe environment for all.  Lunch periods would 7 

be altered, which would compromise healthy 8 

eating, needed to build their immune systems, 9 

and foster healthy brain development. 10 

Afterschool activities programs will be cut 11 

dramatically.  Do you realize how much of a 12 

great impact this will be?  Without quality 13 

education, and our afterschool programs, 14 

internet and media usage increases, which means 15 

our children are exposed to profanity, 16 

pornography, obesity, cyber bullies, and poor 17 

self image.  Gangs would lure our youths who 18 

have no constant role models into believing that 19 

violence is the only way to gain a reputation, 20 

to make a mark in your society.  Not to mention 21 

the beating and the robbing. 22 

You want to know why I mention these 23 

factors?  Because this is what goes on almost 24 

every day in our communities.  The school system 25 
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is my only armor for protection, while myself 1 

and other parents are out there, working hard to 2 

make an honest living, to see a better way of 3 

life.  Although these factors can't be 100% 4 

prevented, but a right to a fair education and 5 

quality programs boosts the morale of our 6 

children, and keeps them off the streets. 7 

As parents, we need to stop leaving it to 8 

the experts, and take a stand, as primary 9 

decision makers in our children's lives.  And 10 

know that from birth, we are their first 11 

educators. 12 

Why does the government take billions of 13 

dollars to fund the opening of many charter 14 

schools, whereas, the end result is the public 15 

school system being affected and downsized.  16 

Great scholars have come from the traditional 17 

public school education.  Every child deserves a 18 

fair opportunity for a well-rounded education, 19 

and builds a foundation in this country. 20 

The Board of Education and government has 21 

built a promise and strategy to us parents, and 22 

educators alike, with the no child left behind 23 

act.  The implementing of charter school 24 

takeovers is a double standard against the 25 
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public schools.  And it is my opinion my child 1 

is being left behind. 2 

The implementing of charter schools, in my 3 

opinion, is unfair.  I am against the proposal 4 

for the Explore Charter School to take over any 5 

property at Parkside Preparatory Academy and 6 

M.S. 2.  No government, Mayor, Governor, 7 

Chancellor, Board of Ed--Board of Education, has 8 

the right to make any decisions for me or 9 

against me.  It's my child.  My vote.  My right.  10 

Thank you. 11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. LINOR CASTRO:  Good evening.  My name is 13 

Linor Castro, and I'm one of the assistant 14 

principals at this school.  - - show that the 15 

co-location of three schools in one building 16 

does not have a negative impact on the two 17 

schools that are already here at K002.  This 18 

academic year, our student population is just 19 

over 400, one-third of which is categorized as 20 

special needs, with 18% special education, and 21 

13% ESL.  For this school to have achieved a B, 22 

A, A, B - - since its inception four years ago, 23 

shows the level of consistent service we 24 

provided, which matches the level of expectation 25 
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of ourselves, and our students too. 1 

The BUP that is put forward by the DOE says 2 

that we can have 15 full-size rooms, and 5 half-3 

size rooms, a total of 20 rooms.  The State - - 4 

exam was held on March 3rd--on May the 3rd and 5 

4th.  For that exam, we needed 28 rooms to 6 

accommodate students with a variety of testing 7 

modifications.  These included students who have 8 

- - exam, those that have only - - , those that 9 

- - minimal distractions, that can't be tested 10 

in a room larger than eight.  And they must also 11 

be separated by grade.  Our three - - classes 12 

need six rooms, separate - - from the special ed 13 

students, because they need extended.  We need 14 

three extra rooms to accommodate 6th, 7th and 15 

8th grade English language students, who also 16 

need extended time.  We needed a separate room 17 

for the - - students, and this year we needed a 18 

separate room for one child - - .   19 

Last week was the math test, the state math 20 

test, May 11th and 12th.  We needed even more 21 

rooms.  We needed 31 rooms to accommodate test 22 

modifications, because - - are allowed to do the 23 

math test-- 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you.   25 
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MS. CASTRO:  - - , this included the 1 

above-mentioned modifications, and as many as 2 

six additional rooms, just for language 3 

modifications, including French, Arabic, and - -4 

 .  During the school year, we need many rooms 5 

for the various programs that we have, to 6 

accommodate the language class, - - .  We need, 7 

uh, rooms for the physical therapy, the 8 

vocational therapy rooms, - - services, and - -9 

 . 10 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 11 

MS. CASTRO:  I feel it's incumbent on the 12 

powers that be that - - .  They should take into 13 

account the fact that this school has 400 14 

students already here. 15 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Castro.  We're 16 

now going to call Miriam Klein and Ingrid 17 

Curniffe. 18 

[Background conversation] 19 

[Applause] 20 

MS. MIRIAM KLEIN:  Good evening, my name is 21 

Miriam Klein.  I'm a consultant for, uh, 22 

Parkside Prep.  It is often said that folks who 23 

don't know their history are in danger of 24 

repeating it.  In 2002 I retired as principal of 25 
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a District 75 program, and worked in 1 

communications in public schools.  I was 2 

assigned as a mentor to Ms. Spencer.   3 

When my friends and colleagues told me, or 4 

when I told them about coming to M.S. 2 they 5 

said, don't go there.  It's rampaging.  You'll 6 

be hurt, you'll be trampled on.  I said that's 7 

all the more reason for me to be here. 8 

The school, at that time, had 1,100 9 

students.  It was on consistently dangerous 10 

list, and it was bordering on a - - school.  The 11 

school went, under Ms. Spencer's guidance, and 12 

she mentioned it before, not only was it an 13 

outstanding--rated outstanding, but it was also 14 

rated A.  It was an A school that was 15 

outstanding, only one out of eight schools that 16 

year. 17 

I was pleased to hear that Mr. Ballen says 18 

that he models the way.  We too are very proud 19 

of our school, and we modeled the way.  20 

Tremendous attention has been paid to 21 

professional development, and critical thinking 22 

skills are taught every day, in every class. 23 

To have kindergarten students in a school 24 

with older age 17-year-olds is not acceptable.  25 
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It could - - , it could prevail upon very 1 

dangerous situations.  I think it really needs 2 

to be thought out. 3 

We have 60 students who are--have six 4 

languages.  They cannot all be taught in one 5 

lab. 6 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you.   7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. INGRID CURNIFFE:  Good evening.  My name 9 

is Ingrid Curniffe, and I'm a speech and 10 

language provider here at Parkside Prep Academy.  11 

Um, as many people have said, there are a lot of 12 

flaws in the BUP.  And one major one is that - - 13 

classrooms given to 141.  All right, the plan 14 

says that we'll be entitled to eight full-size 15 

classrooms for the population, because of their 16 

special needs.  However, our special need 17 

classes at Parkside Prep can be accommodated in 18 

full--four half-sized classrooms.  And that's 19 

not - - , because although our students here are 20 

the District 75, their needs are as important as 21 

those at 141. 22 

Also, as we said several times, although we 23 

serve grades 6-8, we serve ages 10 to 17 1/2, 24 

and we did, even this year, send a student to a 25 
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GED program, because he was about to turn 18.  1 

And that is not conducive for elementary-size 2 

students.   3 

Also, the sleepless nights have contributed 4 

to the library that we have in this building.  5 

I'm not sure how many of you have seen it, but 6 

number one, this is not something that we feel 7 

was provided to us, this is something that we 8 

provided for ourselves, and for middle school - 9 

-  10 

[Applause] 11 

MS. CURNIFFE:  It does not--it does not have 12 

the resources for elementary grades, it does not 13 

have furniture for elementary grades, and none 14 

of the rooms in this building are equipped for 15 

elementary grades, especially the bathrooms.   16 

All of which was not taken into consideration 17 

when this plan was put into place.  And it will 18 

cost a lot of additional money to put it in 19 

place before September, and we need to remember 20 

that. 21 

Also, with the breakdown in the rooms, PPA, 22 

Parkside Prep Academy, - - 10:55 to 11:45.  I 23 

don't know about you, but what middle school 24 

student - - that early, and then function and 25 
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pay attention for the rest of the day?   1 

[Applause] 2 

MS. CURNIFFE:  Without overlapping with the 3 

gym and science lab.  If the gym and science 4 

labs overlap the cafeteria time, that means that 5 

55 minutes have already been taken from, from 6 

PE, and from science laboratory time.   7 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 8 

MS. CURNIFFE:  Thank you. 9 

[Applause] 10 

MS. TAYLOR:  Emily Desmond and James 11 

McDonald, please come to the microphone. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. EMILY DESMOND:  I think the plan is very 14 

vague in the way it's set up.  When you look at 15 

the - - that are overlapping, as Ingrid 16 

Curniffe--just Ingrid Curniffe just mentioned, 17 

also, if you look at it more clearly, I--it's 18 

obvious, as a special education teacher, that 19 

the mandates have not been looked at in the 20 

class sizes, and the pullout sections that are 21 

mandated on IEPs.   22 

There's no way this plan can accommodate all 23 

of the students, our special needs population.  24 

Our special needs population is larger than the 25 
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P141 population, and as was stated earlier, 1 

that means--and they are, the P141 classes are 2 

larger, and have more space, while our 3 

population is larger.  What type of equity is 4 

this?  Why are we decreasing the number for our 5 

children that need it the most? 6 

This clearly isn't a thought through plan, 7 

um, and even in the process of unveiling it to 8 

us in varied--and delivered to us in piecemeal 9 

fashion, under the New York State laws, the DOE 10 

must give notice to parents and students who 11 

will be affected by the proposed co-location.  12 

There was no translated version issued to 13 

Parkside Prepatory Academy until 5/15/11, for a 14 

vote that should have been--that should--that 15 

should have been last month, and only - - the 16 

translated copies were given.  Not for our 17 

Arabic students or Arabic population.  None of--18 

um, none were prepared for um, - - , and--or 19 

French, and Kulani, and that does not - - of our 20 

community and our stakeholders. 21 

So, this prep--this proposal has been, um, 22 

given without any consideration for the people 23 

are truly involved. 24 

We also, um--let's see.  It is--it's May 25 
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16th, and the - - has not been done, in terms 1 

of planning such a - - , movement of furniture, 2 

- - , lunch periods.  None of this planning has 3 

occurred.  There is brand new equipment that our 4 

school taken - - and put into classrooms - -    5 

[Applause] 6 

MS. DESMOND:  --like our principal does.  7 

You perceive, and you have certain - - for a 8 

three-year plan, and you're not giving us a 9 

proper chance. 10 

[Applause] 11 

MR. JAMES McDONALD:  Good evening, my name 12 

is James.  I've been with Explore Charter School 13 

for about nine years. 14 

[Applause] 15 

MR. McDONALD:  Um, I don't know where to 16 

begin.  I'll start - - today, we were visited by 17 

two former alumni from Explore Charter School, 18 

from our graduating class, and we had an 19 

interesting discussion.  They were talking about 20 

how proud they were that they got into the high 21 

school of their choice.  They were proud about 22 

how much they loved their school.  And then I 23 

asked them about college, and one kid said, I'm 24 

going to Cornell.  Another student said, well, I 25 



 45

want to be a veterinarian, and I researched 1 

that there are about 28 schools I get to choose 2 

from. 3 

I guess the point I'm trying to make is that 4 

they were empowered to make a choice that's 5 

going to - - their career.  And that's what we 6 

want for all of our children.  And I'm not 7 

making - - for, uh, Parkside Prep, but I - - 8 

since I was 16, I'm 40 years old.  And I learned 9 

that all kids are ours.  Whether or not - -  10 

[Applause] 11 

MR. McDONALD:  All kids are ours.  And as - 12 

- , we've all got the same goals.   13 

[Applause] 14 

MR. McDONALD:  So, what I wanted to do is, 15 

to stop this battle, to stop this battle, 16 

because people--stop this battle - - all our 17 

kids.  And I learned that when we put our heads 18 

together, and we're sincere, and we love all our 19 

children, we - -  20 

[Applause] 21 

MR. McDONALD:  So, I have not met everybody 22 

here, but I guarantee you, I will put in those 23 

long hours with you, I will get my hands dirty, 24 

and we'll figure out how to get the best - -  25 
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[Applause] 1 

MR. McDONALD:  --disrespect, but it breaks 2 

my heart to come - - come in, when our kids are 3 

at a risk of failing, and then we're arguing 4 

over formalities.  We can do it.  And - - was 5 

that my experience, you know, not having a 6 

choice, because I wanted to be a lawyer when I 7 

was a kid-- 8 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 9 

MR. McDONALD:  --but I didn't have the 10 

choices, but our kids are getting the choices. 11 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. TAYLOR:  Will Arthur Slifkin and Abdul 14 

Muthana please come to the microphone. 15 

MR. ARTHUR SLIFKIN:  My name is Arthur 16 

Slifkin, I'm the UFT [phonetic] Chapter leader 17 

at Parkside Preparatory Academy.   18 

[Applause] 19 

MR. SLIFKIN:  We have the same goals.  We 20 

have students - - as well.  We have - -  21 

[Applause] 22 

MR. SLIFKIN:  We have students - - .  We 23 

have students we can be proud of.  We all have 24 

students we can be proud of.   25 
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[Applause] 1 

MR. SLIFKIN:  But let me tell you a little 2 

something.  I'm the last teacher at Parkside 3 

Preparatory Academy that was hired by the 4 

original principal here, Dr. - - .  We came here 5 

with the same vision that, that Explore had.  We 6 

started out as a class, 15 students in a class, 7 

in 6th grade.  We were marched on by another 8 

school.  We were marched on by another school, 9 

and all of a sudden that class of 15 became a 10 

class of 35.  All of a sudden that class, the 11 

numbers of the class went up, grades went down.   12 

That's what we're against.  We're against 13 

the overcrowding.  We want to see our students 14 

succeed.  We want to see all of our students 15 

succeed.  Explore, 141, M.S. 2, Parkside Prep, 16 

but we need to have the space to do that.   17 

In 2002, we were teaching in classes that 18 

had metal cabinets separating us.  That's why we 19 

had to break up our, our-- 20 

MS. SPENCER:  Printing lab. 21 

MR. SLIFKIN:  Excuse me.  The printing lab, 22 

the wood shops, our kitchen.  We had kids 23 

cooking for us in the morning.  They were proud 24 

- - .  We don't have that anymore.  We were 25 
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promised that back, we want that back.  We're 1 

not going to get that anymore. Why were we 2 

promised things that we're not going to have 3 

anymore?  We deserve it.  You guys deserve it as 4 

well.  But we want to see what we were promised 5 

come to fruition, and that is not happening for 6 

us. 7 

[Applause] 8 

MR. ABDUL MUTHANA:  Good evening, everybody.  9 

My name is Abdul Muthana, and two years ago, 10 

when I first came to this school, I used to 11 

speak no English, I don't know nothing.  But all 12 

the ESL interpreters, and enough rooms for the 13 

advanced and beginners, the labs for the ESL 14 

students, and I was able to succeed.  And after 15 

two years, after two - - years, I was able to 16 

test out of ESL-- 17 

[Applause] 18 

MR. MUTHANA:  --and now, now I'm finally 19 

going to take the high school regents.  Yes, - -  20 

[Applause] 21 

MR. MUTHANA:  Three high school regents. 22 

[Various audience response] 23 

MR. MUTHANA:  And if any other schools come 24 

to this school, that means we have to cut our, 25 
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our classes, like, we're going to have like 1 

only one class for ESL.  That means a lot of 2 

students going to be in one class, a lot of 3 

distractions.  That means advanced and the 4 

beginners will be in one class.  And every 5 

student, like, they'll all be distracted, and 6 

they won't be able to learn and succeed like, as 7 

I did.  And with other schools coming in, we 8 

will not achieve our academics.  And, and that's 9 

all. 10 

[Applause] 11 

MS. TAYLOR:  We're up to, uh, now we'll hear 12 

from Ali Aljamani and Greer Aaron-Dawls, 13 

followed by Greer Aaron-Dawls. 14 

MR. ALI ALJAMANI:  Good evening, everyone. 15 

[Various audience response] 16 

MR. ALJAMANI:  My name is Ali Aljamani.  17 

When, when I first came to this school, I didn't 18 

know English at all.  But after, also after two 19 

years, I was able test out, out of ESL.  Now I'm 20 

taking the regents for high school.  And the 21 

great services I got, I was able to do all of 22 

that.   23 

Now, in terms of the 67 ESL, uh, students, 24 

they will not be able to get the same services 25 



 50

as I got at this school, - - come to this 1 

building.  Now, they might--we need two rooms, 2 

at least two rooms for the beginners and the 3 

advanced.  Now, if another school comes, it will 4 

be, actually, maybe one class for the advanced 5 

and beginners, where focus would be lost, 6 

distractions, and there would be limited 7 

services of education. 8 

The, the Arab population is increasing, 9 

increasing.  - - , and they're coming to this 10 

school, shortly, soon, and I strongly disagree 11 

with the idea of the, of a school coming to this 12 

building.  Thank you. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. GREER AARON-DAWLS:  My name is Greer 15 

Aaron-Dawls, and I'm a teacher at Parkside Prep.  16 

I just want to say that, as an educator, I 17 

believe in education for all students.  I live 18 

in this neighborhood, two blocks away, but there 19 

are drawbacks to the charter school coming here. 20 

We have worked long and hard, given up 21 

evenings, weekends, to write grants that have 22 

provided our students with an exemplary library, 23 

a beautiful garden.  If you live around here, 24 

you'll see me in the garden, and the kids who 25 
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are here, working hard to make our community 1 

beautiful.  We have labs and special - - 2 

programs that came out of writing these grants. 3 

As you know, we live in a--in a--in an 4 

environment where funding is restricted, so we 5 

depend on a lot of grants.  And so, we put in a 6 

lot of time writing these grants.  We have been 7 

carrying the burdens for an extra school for all 8 

these years.  And now we have to do so for two?  9 

Where are the resources?  What resources will we 10 

receive from Explore program?  Who is going to 11 

support the vision and the mission for the 12 

Parkside Prep students? 13 

Explore students, are you aware that - - is 14 

a part of the middle school agenda?  What will 15 

happen to the little kindergarten students?  How 16 

will these babies deal with the emotional impact 17 

of this procedure?  Where will your children 18 

play outdoors?   19 

I don’t think not enough consideration has 20 

been given to this relocation.  And I am proud 21 

to say that students in this school, last year, 22 

our school--our students have been doing 23 

exceptionally well. 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. TAYLOR:  Ethan Mitnick and Abdul Kadar, 2 

please come to the mic. 3 

MR. ETHAN MITNICK:  Good evening, everyone.  4 

My name is Ethan Mitnick, and I'm the resident 5 

principal for the third school that will be 6 

opening out in Canarsie next year.  Uh, we've 7 

spent a lot of time at hearings over the last 8 

few months, and it's not an easy process, and 9 

it's not a fun process.  I think often it 10 

polarizes groups of people who really do share 11 

the same goal, and I think that's really come 12 

through in what the speakers have all had to say 13 

tonight. 14 

Um, but we are where we are.  Space is at a 15 

premium in our city, and we have to do the best 16 

with what we can.  Um, so I just wanted to take 17 

one minute to present to you, uh, an example 18 

about what it's like to work with the staff at 19 

Explore, um, and the reason why a school Explore 20 

deserves a permanent home. 21 

Um, this is a place where adults and 22 

teachers, uh, work together with families, to 23 

serve students in a way that I've never seen 24 

before.  So, one, one example I can give you 25 
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from this fall, uh, I observed a meeting where 1 

a student who was struggling at Explore, with 2 

behavior, with academics, her, uh, assistant 3 

principal decided to call a meeting for her 4 

teachers to talk about her, uh, after school and 5 

come up with some solutions to find some better 6 

ways to serve the student. 7 

Um, and not just one teacher was there, not 8 

just two teachers were there, not just three 9 

teachers, but there were 12 adults at that 10 

meeting, to find solutions to better serve that 11 

student in school.  Um, just watching that 12 

collaboration, and watching how those adults 13 

worked together, is really an indicator to me 14 

that, um, the staff at Explore will work 15 

together to serve, um, not only to serve their 16 

students, but to work together with the staff 17 

here at Parkside Prep, and-- 18 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Principal Mitnick. 19 

MR. MITNICK:  Oh, thank you. 20 

[Applause] 21 

MS. TAYLOR:  I'm sorry, I'm sorry, - - I did 22 

not see the correct - - .  You've got another 30 23 

seconds. 24 

MR. MITNICK:  Thank you, sir, sorry about 25 
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that.  Um, no, that's all right.  It seemed 1 

pretty quick. 2 

Um, so, it's not that--I think we all have 3 

tremendous respect being done by, uh, for the 4 

work that's being done by Principal Spencer here 5 

at Parkside Prep.  I think your eloquent 6 

students are a testament to this.  And I don’t 7 

think that this will be an ideal situation for 8 

all three of these schools, but I really do 9 

sincerely believe that it's a situation that can 10 

and will work, through collaboration and open 11 

communication, in a way that's going to benefit 12 

all the students and families in this community.  13 

Thank you so much. 14 

[Applause] 15 

MR. ABDUL KADAR:  Good evening, everybody.  16 

My name is Abdul Kadar, and I am from Parkside 17 

Prep Academy. 18 

[Applause] 19 

MR. KADAR:  As I came here the last two 20 

years ago, I didn't speak English, like my 21 

fellow students.  And I am an ESL student.  When 22 

I came here, it took me a long time to learn 23 

English.  Good thing for my, for my teacher, Ms.  24 

Ismael [phonetic] over there. 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MR. KADAR:  Also, another teacher, Ms. - - .   2 

[Applause] 3 

MR. KADAR:  It was from those two teachers 4 

that made me be a successful student as I am 5 

today.   6 

[Applause] 7 

MR. KADAR:  Now, I am taking four regents, 8 

Spanish, science, math, and - - . 9 

[Laughter] 10 

MR. KADAR:  - - .  Without those teachers, I 11 

would never have been here.  Because my parents, 12 

how would they know a charter school is coming - 13 

- in English, from English to Arabic.  They 14 

don't--they do not know that a charter school is 15 

coming into this school.  If they know, they 16 

would be all here, filling up - - .   17 

[Applause] 18 

MR. KADAR:  There's like 13%, as a teacher 19 

said, 13% ESL learners.  With now - - , there 20 

would be a lot more.  That would be, like, I 21 

don't know how much more seats?  But a lot more 22 

seats.  A lot more than this.  Thank you. 23 

[Applause] 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Ismaiel Amal and Paula Payne. 25 



 56

MS. ISMAIEL AMAL:  Good evening.  I'm - - 1 

Ismaiel, - - students.   2 

[Background conversation] 3 

MS. AMAL:  From my experience, from working 4 

with the ESL students, we - - , we have three 5 

different levels of ESL students.  We have 6 

intermediate and beginning--intermediate, and 7 

beginning, and advanced.  We have, we have 50 8 

something students, maybe more.  We all speak - 9 

- language, about seven, seven different 10 

language.  We have French, Creole, Spanish, 11 

Arabic, and Denali and Kulani.  We need to 12 

separate the kids, according to the level, and 13 

according to the language - - .  We - - 14 

different - - , and we - - programs, to make 15 

sure that the kids' demands get met. 16 

So, if you meet--if you want to make sure 17 

the kids' demands get met, do not squeeze in one 18 

- - .  Thank you. 19 

[Applause] 20 

MS. PAULA PAYNE:  Good evening.  I'm a 21 

product of District 17 schools, my children have 22 

gone to District 17 schools.  I saw what this 23 

school was like when they first opened it.  But 24 

my--and it was a horror scene.  So, my main 25 
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concern is the safety issue.  And what I want 1 

to know is how--and I have a granddaughter who 2 

is 5 years old, and I would not let her go to 3 

school with 16, 17, and we just had an 18-year-4 

old who left here, I would not, I would not let 5 

her go to school with mentally disturbed 6 

children.   7 

And you really have to think about that--8 

it's in the paper.  I'm not saying anything 9 

that's not in the paper.  You really have to 10 

think about this.  This is a great place to be, 11 

but you really have to think about where you 12 

want your children to be, and the safety issue 13 

that we're dealing with. 14 

The cafeteria, the hallways, outside in the 15 

morning, in the afternoon.  And those are things 16 

that are not taken into consideration.  And you 17 

think--and the bathrooms.  How are you going to-18 

-my little granddaughter goes to another public 19 

school, because I believe in public education.  20 

She can't get up on the big toilets.  There's no 21 

way that a 5-year-old--who's going to be in 22 

there to pick her up?  Who's going to be there?  23 

No one. 24 

[Background conversation] 25 
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MS. PAYNE:  You--right.  I mean, who is 1 

doing that?  And it's unbelievable that you have 2 

not taken that into consideration.  I know what 3 

248 looks like, or the old 248, because that's 4 

where you're housed.  I used to work in P.S. 6, 5 

I remember when you opened.  And when you opened 6 

it was just K--it was a couple of grades.  It 7 

was just--and you started very small, and I 8 

remember that.  But there's no way that you 9 

should be bringing K-5 in here.   10 

It's--and I don't believe - - students - - , 11 

because you're catering--tell me how the lottery 12 

system caters to District 17 students, when 13 

anybody can put their name in the lotto.  And 14 

I've seen you for years have bus services.  So, 15 

your children are coming from all over, you have 16 

tons of buses outside.  That's not safe for our 17 

children, it's not safe for 141.  You're not 18 

dealing with a safety issue, and it's something 19 

that you really have to look at.  We're not 20 

looking at that, you're not looking.  And I'm 21 

sorry I'm pointing, but in school there are 22 

things that you really have to look at. 23 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Payne. 24 

[Applause] 25 



 59

MS. TAYLOR:  So, I want to ask Trevor 1 

Elliot and the person who signed after Mr. 2 

Elliot, with the same home number, it has the 3 

signature, and I'm unable to tell who that is.  4 

Elliot and Elliot?  Okay, thank you. 5 

MR. TREVOR ELLIOT:  Good evening.  Um, my 6 

name is Trevor Elliot.  Um, I have a son who 7 

started 6th grade here last September.  And you 8 

know, it's, it's, it's disturbing and very 9 

frustrating to see how the Department of 10 

Education wants to - -    11 

[Applause] 12 

MR. ELLIOT:  My son started school here 13 

September, and for three months, I had to bring 14 

him to school every morning, I had to be here 15 

3:15 in the afternoon to pick him up.  Why?  16 

Because the - - school - - afternoon.  He was 17 

afraid to be here--to come to school.  For three 18 

months he keep telling me, daddy, I want to be 19 

out of that school.  - - .  He want - - .  But I 20 

have - - my job - - .  For three months I did 21 

that. 22 

I am frustrated, very frustrated, to see now 23 

how they're putting parents against parents, 24 

teachers against teachers, and students against 25 
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students.  Why?   - - be here.  - - .  Thank 1 

you. 2 

[Applause] 3 

MRS. ELLIOT:  My name is Mrs. Elliot, I'm 4 

Elijah's [phonetic] mom.  I put my son in this 5 

school because I believe in this school.  And I 6 

was horrified, horrified to hear another school 7 

coming out, because we're - - .  We want our 8 

children, we want all children to learn, but the 9 

children need room so they could learn.  So, 10 

they can breathe and learn, you know?  When I 11 

think of that, it reminds me of my - - , pigs 12 

and sheep and goats, and - - them to get - - .   13 

[Applause] 14 

MRS. ELLIOT:  That's what, that's what comes 15 

to my mind, because, you know, I mean, it's not 16 

nice.  These are human beings, whether they're 5 17 

or 10, human beings that need to be treated 18 

human beings.  And need to be taught correctly.  19 

Need room.  And don't push them aside.  That's 20 

total disrespect.  It's not going to work.  It's 21 

not-it's total chaos.  I'm telling you.  It's 22 

total chaos.  Thank you. 23 

[Applause] 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Jawara Hudson and Destiny 25 
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Flowers. 1 

[Applause] 2 

MR. JAWARA HUDSON:  Good evening.  Uh, my 3 

name is Jawara Hudson.  I'm the league director, 4 

uh, at Parkside Prep Academy.  I just have a 5 

question, uh, as mentioned, the facilities here 6 

are, are not, uh, catered to the younger 7 

students that we are proposing, uh, to bring in.  8 

Uh, I run a year-round program, and I have a 9 

running joke with Ms. Spencer that we almost 10 

never close, we're always open, holidays, uh, no 11 

matter what. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MR. HUDSON:  And as such, you're proposing 14 

that the charter school moves in in September, 15 

uh, 2011, which means that we'll have to fix 16 

these issues, such as the bathrooms.  When are 17 

they going to do that?  Uh, the Beacon program 18 

has a summer program that runs the entire 19 

summer.  If you have to do construction, that 20 

affects us.  You know, we, we, uh, we're 21 

licensed by the Department of Health.  I can't 22 

have children using, using the restroom where 23 

the water doesn't work, or, or, uh, the 24 

facilities are being fixed.  You know, that 25 
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means that we'd have to move where we are for 1 

the summertime.  So, that's very important to 2 

think about, uh, when moving forward. 3 

Also, according to the building utilization 4 

plan, uh, there's going to be a building council 5 

forum.  You know, who do we respond to on the 6 

building council?  Uh, we've done a lot of 7 

collaboration with various organizations, we've 8 

held various types of events.  Um, as per this 9 

building utilization plan, we'll have to report 10 

to that council, which is made up of the three 11 

principals.   12 

What if two of them say no, we can't have 13 

our event that we want to have for the 14 

community?  What if they say, you cannot use the 15 

auditorium that you want to have, you cannot use 16 

the gymnasium because we have a--have we, have 17 

thought of those things?   18 

Because it would really, really impact the 19 

community and the programs that we offer to the 20 

community, if such a situation were to arise.  21 

Thank you. 22 

[Applause] 23 

MS. DESTINY FLOWERS:  Hi, hello.  My name is 24 

Destiny Flowers, and I am in 6th grade at 25 
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Explore Charter School.  Explore is my life.  1 

I've been at Explore for seven years.  I've 2 

learned and grown so much.  For example, we're 3 

now learning about the Holocaust, and through 4 

these classes I've learned the importance of 5 

being kind to others and treating people fairly. 6 

Outside of school, Explore is helping me in 7 

a tremendous way as well, in terms of applying 8 

the skills I've learned in class to everyday 9 

situations.  For instance, I can add, subtract, 10 

multiply, divide, which can help me through all 11 

of my life. 12 

As an example, if Explore moves to M.S. 2, 13 

we would be able to stay in this community, and, 14 

and our education will continue to grow and 15 

succeed.  Thank you. 16 

[Applause] 17 

MS. TAYLOR:  Carlena Jean-Lewis and Joni 18 

Cosbert.  Carlena Jean-Lewis. 19 

MS. CARLENA JEAN-LEWIS:   - - very strongly 20 

disagree on bringing in a charter school into 21 

our school, into Parkside Prep Academy.   - - to 22 

inform you that--inform you about how bringing a 23 

third school would affect not just students, but 24 

also teachers, staff--and staff members.   25 
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We are just, we're just providing our 1 

forethought on, on--oh, we're just providing our 2 

forethought, and we want to inform you about the 3 

problems that occur once a third school--um, 4 

once a third school enters Parkside Prep 5 

Academy.   6 

MS. JONI COSBERT:  The first issue for me to 7 

address is the class size.  - - the charter 8 

school is in here, our class size is 9 

approximately 28 students, and will increase to 10 

33.  Students will not be able to work in these 11 

conditions.  The P141 students suffer from many 12 

disabilities.  Another issue is parking, is 13 

parking for teachers.  Teachers already don't 14 

have parking, so, so where, so where will the 15 

charter school teachers park?   16 

MS. JEAN-LEWIS:  The Beacon, the Beacon - - 17 

program, which I also attend, have - - , and 18 

other programs, such as - - , which is - - which 19 

I tutor, um, and I attend, will not have space 20 

if another charter school comes in.  So, where 21 

would all the other kids that want, um, 22 

afterschool--extra--um, extracurricular, have 23 

time to enjoy themselves.   24 

So, we strongly disagree that the charter 25 
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school, - - will have to find another place to 1 

go to.  Thank you. 2 

[Applause] 3 

MS. TAYLOR:  Jewel John and Denise Pearson. 4 

MS. JEWEL JOHN:  Good evening, everyone.  5 

I'm here to be respectable, I speak--and I can 6 

only speak for my child, who attends Explore 7 

Charter School, and has been attending for like 8 

the last three and a half years.  There's a lot 9 

of things that I have concerns too, as a parent.  10 

My son is 7.  Yeah, of course, I'm not pleased - 11 

- 17-year-olds.  There's a lot of things.  But 12 

we, as parents, I think we have to come 13 

together, work together, and work it out, for 14 

our children. 15 

[Applause] 16 

MS. JOHN:  My child is going to Explore 17 

Community in 2008.  It is a great charter 18 

school, and this is based on my own personal 19 

experience I have of three and a half years.  20 

But first and foremost, my child's 21 

accomplishments, where he started and where he 22 

is now.   - - for our kids is phenomenal.  The 23 

goals and aspirations set are way high.  And it 24 

is extended to each and every child equally.   25 
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The staff here, everyone involved with the 1 

school, has worked together in creating a safe 2 

and positive environment.  There's an open 3 

access - - policy between the parents, teachers 4 

and support staff, which creates a cohesive 5 

environment.  I am a very - - parent, and I have 6 

been working together with every teacher my 7 

child has had.  And this partnership has great--8 

greatly enhanced since - - .   9 

Every decision that we make today, we have 10 

to first and foremost be sensitive what is best 11 

for our children, who will be our stars for 12 

tomorrow.  Thank you. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. DENISE PEARSON:  Good afternoon, my name 15 

is Terry [phonetic].  I'm a parent, a parent - - 16 

program - - .   17 

MS. TAYLOR:  I was questioning, are you 18 

Denise Pearson? 19 

MS. PEARSON:  Yes. 20 

MS. TAYLOR:  Oh, because you said "My name 21 

is Terry." 22 

[Background conversation] 23 

MS. PEARSON:  I would just like to express 24 

that, okay, everybody is trying to get an 25 
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education here.  But you are proposing to 1 

bring a charter school here, okay, with younger 2 

grades, with older kids.  Okay.  - - program, 3 

they serve kids younger to older.  The - - 4 

school here, our afterschool programs, will 5 

possibly, would be cut.  Okay? 6 

I mean, what type of programs do you expect 7 

to run if our kids who have been here, okay, - - 8 

come here - - take part in these programs also?  9 

That's not fair, okay?  Because you will be 10 

pushing out our kids - - .  Okay.  And it's not 11 

fair at all, okay?  We need - - for our kids 12 

here, all right?   13 

I just feel you should not come in with the 14 

younger kids, when they have older kids here, 15 

you have - - kids - - younger kids with older 16 

kids, it's not - - , and that interrupts our 17 

summer programs also, as Mr. Hudson explained.  18 

The bathroom situation.  You guys are going to 19 

have young kids here.  When is the construction 20 

supposed to take place?  At what time - - .  21 

Thank you. 22 

[Applause] 23 

MS. TAYLOR:  Fatma Yahwa [phonetic] and 24 

Fitz-- 25 
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MALE VOICE:  Yahya. 1 

MS. TAYLOR:  Yahya, sorry.  And Fitzroy 2 

Marsh [phonetic]. 3 

MR. FATMA YAHYA: Good afternoon, um, parents 4 

and teachers, administration.  Um, I've been in 5 

this building from day one this building opened 6 

up in this community.  I live in the 7 

neighborhood for 30 plus years.  Um, I've seen 8 

principals come, principals go.  Um, Principal 9 

Spencer, a great lady.  She's the longest 10 

principal ever to be administrating this school.  11 

A great leader of the ship.  A great captain of 12 

this ship here, at PPA. 13 

[Applause] 14 

MR. YAHYA:   - - Mr. Fosco [phonetic], then 15 

Principal Thornton.  We have grade 6, 7 and 8 in 16 

the schoolyard, morning entry, cafeteria, we 17 

have to share space.  Lunchtime, we have to 18 

share space with M.S. 2, PPA, and P141.  Every 19 

day is a struggle for space in the cafeteria.  20 

You don't believe?  Come and check it out for 21 

yourselves. 22 

[Applause] 23 

MS. TAYLOR:  Tabitha Waldron and Trevon 24 

Roberts.  Tabitha and Trevon. 25 
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[Background conversation] 1 

MS. TABITHA WALDRON:  Okay.  Good evening, 2 

everyone.  My name is Tabitha Waldron, and as a 3 

parent at Explore, I - - support to move to 4 

Parkside Preparatory School.  I have - - , so 5 

please - - me.   6 

Um, Explore's mission is to provide students 7 

with academic skills and critical thinking 8 

ability they need to succeed in a college 9 

preparatory high school.  Since the inception in 10 

2002, Explore has met and surpassed that goal.  11 

These observations are based upon my person 12 

knowledge and experience. 13 

I've been a part of the Explore family since 14 

the opening in 2002.  I'm a proud parent of an 15 

alumnus, and another student in the 4th grade.  16 

My daughter has flourished.  My daughters, 17 

excuse me, have flourished during this--during 18 

their time in this school, because of Explore's 19 

practices and values instilled in them from the 20 

first day. 21 

Explore needs a community and education.  My 22 

eldest daughter, who is now an alumnus of the 23 

school, has had the best Explore experience.  24 

She earned the opportunity to travel to Costa 25 
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Rica, to Mexico, she's gone camping, and we 1 

both attended mother-daughter luncheons.  I'm 2 

proud to say her younger sister in the 4th grade 3 

is getting the same exceptional experience.   4 

Our children learn from education and 5 

teamwork.  They can succeed.  Further, at a time 6 

when we are bombarded with stories about 7 

bullying and the gangs at school, Explore 8 

students have a bond that has been created 9 

between the upper and lower school children.  10 

This is unique, and a very special occurrence.  11 

Explore - - togetherness among our children.   12 

Finally, there's a saying, it takes a 13 

community to raise a child.  Together Parkside 14 

Prep and the Explore community have an 15 

opportunity to bring all our children together, 16 

and - - education and growth.   17 

[Applause] 18 

MS. WALDRON:  As I cited--as I stated 19 

earlier, Explore's practices and values are the 20 

most high-- 21 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, - -  22 

MS. WALDRON:  --and we, the parents of 23 

Explore, have - - to do that.  Thank you. 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Waldron. 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. TAYLOR:  Rose Graham and Elijah Elliott.  2 

Rose Graham and--oh, I'm sorry, is that Trevon?  3 

Oh, I'm sorry.  Rose Graham and Elijah Elliott 4 

will follow Trevon. 5 

MR. TREVON ROBERTS WALKER:  Hi, my name is 6 

Trevon Roberts Walker [phonetic], and I am in 7 

5th grade at Explore Charter School.  I've been 8 

in this school since kindergarten, and I love it 9 

here, because, you know what, teachers and 10 

students compliment our class for collaborative 11 

and kind.  I think that just how a germ starts 12 

quickly and can make you sick, learning can make 13 

you a smart--can you smart as quickly.   14 

School wouldn't be--a school wouldn't be a 15 

school if it was not equally. 16 

Upper school students are role models for 17 

the lower school students, who love them.  They 18 

also take a few pointers from the lower school 19 

students, who are also--always quiet and - - .   20 

Many times a year we also do reading buddies 21 

with upper school students.  I look forward to 22 

this kind of - - , it's a bonding moment.  I get 23 

to read with 1st graders, and teach them what I 24 

know.    25 



 72

- - it is important that the school 1 

remains a K-8 school, and we are excited to join 2 

the - - community.  Parents are looking for one 3 

community to send their kids to for nine years.  4 

I think that it is so important that a school 5 

stays in the same community, so everyone can 6 

keep on nurturing at such a high level.  Thank 7 

you.   8 

[Applause] 9 

MS. ROSE GRAHAM:  Greetings, everyone. 10 

VARIOUS VOICES:  Greetings. 11 

MS. GRAHAM:  I have been a, an assistant 12 

principal here at Parkside Prep, and I'm a 13 

product of District 17, and many of you here, 14 

you know the struggles - - .  We fought for this 15 

district.  We fought for this school.  When I 16 

came to this school, I heard about these 17 

troubles.  I heard about Principal Spencer and 18 

her team, the hard work, the late nights, long 19 

weekends, - - has been a struggle.   20 

When I got here, I could see the footprints 21 

of the struggle.  I could see the evidence, the 22 

evidence is all over this building.  And I know 23 

that Principal Spencer and her team, everybody 24 

at Parkside Prep, we love kids.  And it's not 25 
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about bringing Explore to the school, it's 1 

about the complement to the children. 2 

People, we love children.  I'm sure you all 3 

love children, but all I'm saying is that, we 4 

will settle for K-5--we will settle for 6-8, I'm 5 

sorry.  But K-5, I've been in elementary school 6 

for 14 years, and K-5 students are not going to 7 

do very well in this building.  It is not the 8 

place for your little babies.   9 

[Applause] 10 

MS. GRAHAM:  So, again I say, we see the 11 

struggle, and I just got here, but I’m a part of 12 

the struggle.  And we're going to get it 13 

together everybody.  And I want to commend 14 

Principal Spencer.  Everybody, please give 15 

Principal Spencer a round of applause. 16 

[Applause] 17 

MS. GRAHAM:  Awesome principal.  And I have 18 

been around, I have seen only a few principals 19 

like Ms. Spencer.  So people, thank you all.  I 20 

hope we can work together, for the interests of 21 

the children of this community.  Thank you. 22 

MR. ELIJAH ELLIOTT:  Hi, my name is Elijah 23 

Elliott, and I am a 6th grader at Parkside Prep.  24 

The building utilization plan is wrong.  It is 25 
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distorted to minimize the impact of this 1 

merger.  In the current year, it is reported 2 

that Parkside Prep Academy currently uses their 3 

lunchroom for 40 minutes.  10:50 a.m. to 11:30 4 

a.m..  When, in fact, Parkside Prep Academy uses 5 

the lunchroom for 84 minutes, when it's two 6 

periods.  P141 uses it for one period and a 7 

half, which has resulted in table shortages.   8 

What will happen when Explore comes?  This 9 

is not a equality of rights for any of the 10 

students.  Utili--utilization--the utilization 11 

plan is unrealistic and - - . 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. TAYLOR:  Next speakers, Claudette Agart 14 

and JoAnn Gibson.   15 

MS. CLAUDETTE AGART:  Good evening, 16 

everyone.  My name is Claudette Agar, and I am 17 

the liaison to M.S. 2, Parkside Preparatory 18 

Academy.  I sit on the CEC, but I am a liaison 19 

to this school.  And, I just wanted to share a 20 

few thoughts.   21 

This is not about Explore versus Parkside 22 

Prep.  That has never been the conversation.  I 23 

have to been to--really, I have the utmost 24 

respect for Explore, I've visited the school.  I 25 
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know the parent leadership.  I have very 1 

strong relationships with them.  But I think 2 

this is--what I think, this is an argument 3 

against DOE.  They have mishandled this.  They 4 

have totally executed this.   5 

It's obvious, with all your testimonials, 6 

that Explore has a strong school, and um, 7 

parents and teachers invested in their school, 8 

just like Parkside Prep.  That's the reason why 9 

DOE should have been more thoughtful about the 10 

process. 11 

I challenge DOE on this.  You came to the 12 

February meeting, you represented 5-8.   13 

VOICE:  Amen. 14 

MS. AGART:  That's what you said at the CEC 15 

meeting.  And at that point, myself, and another 16 

CEC member, asked, what about the charter 17 

school?  Are they going to be willing to break 18 

up their school?  It was never presented to us 19 

as K-8.  And at that point, this school said 20 

they were willing to do the 5-8, but not the K-21 

8. 22 

So, the conversation is not about Explore 23 

and Parkside, and who has this school, and who 24 

has done better at this, who's principal, or 25 
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whatever.  It's about the process.  We must 1 

challenge the process, because you can find 2 

yourself in the same situation.  Thank you. 3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. JOANN GIBSON:  Hi, my name is JoAnn 5 

Gibson.  I'm a parent of a student in the Beacon 6 

program, and um, I agree exactly with everything 7 

that she says.  I think you guys needs to, um, 8 

the DOE, they're the problem.  They're the ones 9 

that need to overlook what they are proposing to 10 

us.   11 

Um, the parents here that has children at 12 

the school program, they want to be heard.  The 13 

adults that come here and have, um, community 14 

service, they're going to be heard.  The GED 15 

program.  What about Explorer, how you guys 16 

doing, um, afterschool programs?  Do you guys 17 

have summer camps?  What about what we have 18 

here?  Is that going to be eliminated because 19 

you all come here and take up the classes, all 20 

the space, and we are not going to be able to do 21 

what we have been doing for the past couple of 22 

years?  It is going to hurt our children. 23 

Think about the children.  It's not about 24 

us.  It's about the children.  So, I, I suggest 25 



 77

that you guys take this up with the DOE.  The 1 

problem here is the children is going to suffer 2 

for all of the mistakes that they are making 3 

right now.  Thank you. 4 

[Applause] 5 

MS. TAYLOR:  Darren Nielsen and Joanne 6 

Carlin. 7 

MALE VOICE:  Carlie. 8 

[Background conversation] 9 

MR. NIELSEN:  My name is Darren.  I am a 4th 10 

grade teacher at Explore.  And actually, the 11 

mother just spoke.  I'm her, uh, daughter's 12 

teacher.  Um, speaking as a teacher at Explore, 13 

I obviously don't know what's going to happen.  14 

Seeing my kids, and the opportunity they've had 15 

to be in the same building for that long, and we 16 

are a charter school, it's been a great 17 

opportunity.  But unfortunately, the DOE's 18 

decision, we are no longer going to be there.  19 

And as a result of that, we need a space.  And 20 

our kids deserve that space.  And each kid in my 21 

class deserves that space.   22 

And parents are already worried that they're 23 

going to be moving far from where they are.  24 

They deserve to be as close as possible, and we 25 
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are lucky to have this building here.  And as 1 

a teacher, as a teacher, all I can say--and 2 

this, and this is my first year at Explore, I am 3 

proud to be part of the most collaborative and 4 

cooperative group of adults that I have ever 5 

seen or been able to work with.   6 

And I know that this is a community that's 7 

going to do everything that we can, and I'll do 8 

everything that I can, to make sure that it 9 

works for every student, from 5 to 17 years old.  10 

And I, uh, look forward to hopefully - - next 11 

year.  Thank you. 12 

[Applause] 13 

MS. JOANNE CARLIE:  Good afternoon parents, 14 

and the panel.  Um, I'm going back to the 15 

beginning of this building, when I walked this 16 

building, when it was nothing but - - , and to 17 

see what's going on in the building now, and to 18 

see you saying that you want to model us, you 19 

can't model something that is already in stone. 20 

[Applause] 21 

MS. CARLIE:  You're talking to parents, yes, 22 

we are listening.  We are listening.  Modeling?  23 

No.  DOE, check it out, what you have messed up.  24 

To put parents against parents.  Education, yes, 25 
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we want more and more for our children.  But 1 

we don't want the fight between the parents to 2 

parents, and teachers to teachers.  Yes, we just 3 

said, oh, we're opening up one in, in Flatland 4 

[phonetic] next year.  Great.  Go to Flatland.   5 

But, what I'm telling you, - -  6 

[Applause] 7 

MS. CARLIE:  --up in the parents' face.  You 8 

don't do that.  You want us to open our heart 9 

and let you in.  But did you fight the war?  Did 10 

you fight this war to get in here?  Okay?  Can 11 

you walk outside that door right now without all 12 

of your parents around you, to get - - .  Yes, 13 

you can do it if we - - .   14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. CARLIE:  And guess what?  This old 16 

lady's standing strong.  I stand here and - - 17 

everything.  It's a war going on in our block 18 

now. 19 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 20 

MS. CARLIE:  Wake up, and stop trying to 21 

screw the parents, on both sides. 22 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Carlie. 23 

MS. CARLIE:  DOE. 24 

MS. TAYLOR:  Lakisha Adams-- 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. TAYLOR:  Lakisha Adams and Cousteau 2 

Pierre.  Is Lakisha Adams--okay, thank you.  And 3 

I think it's Cousteau Pierre.   4 

[Background conversation] 5 

MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  Please, please let Ms. 6 

Adams speak first.   7 

MS. LAKISHA ADAMS:  Good evening - - , my 8 

name is Lakisha Adams, and I'm a parent of three 9 

children at Explore Charter School, and I have 10 

two issues right now.  One is the behavior that 11 

we're doing in front of these children.  We 12 

should be appalled of the rudeness, and the 13 

rolling eyes, and the snapping of the necks 14 

that's being done right here, while we're 15 

sitting here, trying to have a presentation.  16 

What kind of messages are we sending our 17 

children about how to - -  18 

[Applause] 19 

MS. ADAMS:  - - less popular.  And, and it's 20 

all right, I'm good with that.  I live in this 21 

community.  I have three children.  I had to 22 

take my child out of the DOE District 27 school, 23 

because I needed an additional option.  24 

Everybody's saying get out, go here.  Go where?  25 
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This is my neighborhood.  This is where my 1 

children deserve to go to school. 2 

[Applause] 3 

MS. ADAMS:  And I applaud the principal, 4 

Principal Spencer, and her innovation.  5 

Everything that you've been able to accomplish 6 

in this community for these children.  And we 7 

don't think of their best circumstances.  I 8 

remember when we were - - that we didn't--we - -9 

 .  I - - some of those hearings with the DOE.  10 

We're not sitting here saying we - - .  We're 11 

saying we got--getting lemonade--got lemons, and 12 

we're going to make some lemonade.  That's all 13 

they're saying.   14 

And as a parent, I spoke to Ms. Agart.  I've 15 

overly extended myself, not only as a parent, 16 

but as a board member of Explore Charter School, 17 

to say make me - - a combined list of the 18 

concerns.  We need to know what we're walking 19 

into.  We want some answers.  Nobody will 20 

respond back to us.  So now, we're sitting here, 21 

we've been yelled at, we've been demeaned.  22 

You're saying that we're trying to take over, 23 

and that's not what's happening. 24 

We're trying to find out information, we 25 
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want to make an informed decision.  But at the 1 

end of the day, my three children need a place 2 

to go.  And that's it.  Whoever likes it, my 3 

kids - -  4 

[Applause] 5 

MR. COUSTEAU PIERRE:  Good evening, 6 

everybody.  My name is Cousteau Pierre, - - .  7 

Today is - - , but, uh, if some school - - to 8 

the school, that they - - , I - - .  If you want 9 

to come this school, and the charter school is 10 

here, - - .  Thank you.   11 

[Applause] 12 

MS. TAYLOR:  Marie Morris, Marie Morris, and 13 

Yvonne - - .   14 

MS. MARIE MORRIS:  Thank you, good evening, 15 

everyone.  What I'm hearing from this room, - - 16 

consistent point of - - .  It's all about the 17 

kids and the space that we are, you know, trying 18 

to obtain, to hold the charter schools.   What I 19 

saw on the - - is prior to Ms. Spencer's 20 

arrival.   21 

I have my daughter, my two niece, attending 22 

this school prior to Ms. Spencer's arrival, and 23 

believe you me, it was--for them to come home to 24 

me and complain about the space back then, it 25 
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was over 1,200 kids.  Now we have space, you 1 

want to come, and you're going to take your 400 2 

or so kids, and come back with - - kids, - - all 3 

the other programs that's being held here.  Come 4 

on, think about it.  What's going to happen?  5 

We're going back to those days, okay?  We're not 6 

going forward.  So, you have - -  7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. MORRIS:  --I already mentioned that it's 9 

about the kids.  We're attacking - - , we're not 10 

attacking anyone here, teachers, students, 11 

anyone.  We are trying to make you aware for our 12 

kids, okay?  Our kids - -  13 

[Applause] 14 

MS. MORRIS:  You guys need to think about 15 

this - - , you guys do, come - - charter school.  16 

Because it's going to be very confusing to our 17 

kids if you don't think about it, and really 18 

evaluate your choice, okay?  Thank you. 19 

[Applause] 20 

YVONNE:  Members of the podium, parents, and 21 

students, good evening.  I'm a parent.  I'm also 22 

a member of the School Leadership Team.  It is 23 

very disconcerting to know that under the 24 

dictates of the DOE we have a situation on our 25 
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hands right now.  Consequently, I'm voicing my 1 

opinion on this matter of great urgency.   2 

I want you guys to take a look at the 3 

situation at hand.  Ms. Spencer, - - this school 4 

was over nine years ago, when we had over 1,200 5 

in these schools.  Despite significant drop, it 6 

is important to put these numbers into context. 7 

First, lunch was being served all day, 8 

graffiti was all over the place.  There was no 9 

discipline.  You could not distinguish the 10 

teachers from the students.  Overcrowding in the 11 

hallways, the bathrooms.  School was in the news 12 

every other week.  Liquor was being stored in, 13 

guess where?  The lockers.   14 

Now, -  - , and the current principal came 15 

here to clean up the mess.  Everybody will tell 16 

you, she worked tirelessly.  And I strongly 17 

believe that the - - numbers - -  18 

[Background conversation] 19 

YVONNE:  I strongly believe that the - - 20 

numbers have been distorting the DOE's ability 21 

to make a fair judgment into what is going on 22 

here.  Remember, the kids are our future.  It's 23 

not Explore kids, or MS school kids, or 141 24 

kids.  It's our kids.  Everybody's kids.  25 
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They're the ones who are going to suffer right 1 

now if we don't take - - into this.  Look back 2 

in the past, and see what we're trying to 3 

prevent here. 4 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you.  Marren Ogilvie.  5 

Marren Ogilvie, and Evadne Wilson.  First name 6 

Marren.  Thank you, sir.  First name - - , okay, 7 

thank you. 8 

MR. MARREN OGILVIE:  Thank you.  I'm Mr. 9 

Ogilvie, I'm - - here.  I just want to bring 10 

something to you.  Reverse the positions.  You 11 

guys are talking about how crucial programs are.  12 

- - said he - - exposure - - .  Picture that - - 13 

17-year-old, okay?  Because I have the picture.  14 

Your, your, your programs are real nice, they're 15 

real good, and kids are doing good.  But now you 16 

take us - - to you, - - your classes.  - - , 17 

that's what we're looking at.  You're going to 18 

come to us, and - - our classes.  Our grades are 19 

going to drop.  You're no longer going to be 20 

Explore, on top of the world.  You see?  21 

So, you have to look at the way it works in 22 

here.   You know, that forest is not always 23 

green, there's always brown - - .   You know. 24 

So, just take a look at - - .  It's not against 25 
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the teachers, not against the students, it's 1 

not about the programs, but we've got to look at 2 

the putative effects of overcrowding.  Why - -  3 

[Applause] 4 

MS. EVADNE WILSON:  Hello.  My name is 5 

Evadne Wilson, and I have a child in Explore 6 

Charter School.  She has been there from 7 

kindergarten.  She's now in 5th grade.  And I'm 8 

proud of the work Explore Charter School is 9 

doing, not only with my child, but with all of 10 

our children.  Because our children are the 11 

future.  One day, we hope one of our children 12 

will be a Ms. Spencer.  We hope one day our 13 

children will be a child that someone can stand 14 

on their shoulders.   15 

Ms. Spencer, all the children of this school 16 

are standing are your shoulders.  Now Explore is 17 

coming to stand on your shoulder.  And if we 18 

look at our history, each one of us has to be - 19 

-  20 

[Background conversation] 21 

MS. WILSON:  Each one of us is standing on 22 

someone's shoulders.  We did not get here on our 23 

own.  This building was in chaos.  It took Ms. 24 

Spencer to bring it to what it is.  But that 25 
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does not mean it belongs alone to  M.S. 2.  It 1 

belongs to the community.  It be--it's because 2 

we want a community to be better, Explore 3 

Charter School is a disciplined school.   4 

[Applause] 5 

MS. WILSON:  - - it's disciplined, and - - .  6 

So, what you said before, because I do not 7 

believe that speaks of M.S. 2, and I believe all 8 

of us in M.S. 2, or P141--excuse me if I get the 9 

schools wrong, you want your children to be 10 

disciplined.  You want them, when they leave 11 

this school, they - - .  I think Explore Charter 12 

School will bring an example to you of what 13 

discipline is.  - -  14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. WILSON:  --it's not only about the 16 

physical, it's about the emotional.  It's - - .  17 

Thank you.  Accept us, and we will accept you. 18 

[Applause] 19 

MS. TAYLOR:  Roosevelt Eastmond.  Roosevelt 20 

Eastmond.  Okay, so, there's - - , are you 21 

presenting with Shmico?  No.  Okay.  So, Ingrid 22 

Curtain [phonetic], and then there's two people 23 

presenting together after you.  Ingrid Curtain, 24 

please follow him. 25 
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MR. ROOSEVELT EASTMOND:  Good evening, 1 

everyone.  Good evening, everyone.  Now, after 2 

sitting here, I felt that I've been through a 3 

washing machine.  But anyway, first I want to 4 

start by saying thanks to the people at M.S. 2 5 

and 141, and the entire community of parents 6 

here. 7 

Now, I'm a parent of Explore Charter School 8 

student.  And I'm also a resident of this 9 

community.  And - - .  I am disappointed in the 10 

way that DOE has handled this matter.  I think 11 

that Explore-- 12 

[Applause] 13 

MR. EASTMOND:  And I think that - - .  But 14 

the problem is, it's not - - the schools, it's 15 

been happening for years, we've not been getting 16 

the resources that we need in this community.  17 

And we all have to stand together.  We all have 18 

to fight together, to get the resources we need. 19 

But the problem at hand is that Explore 20 

Charter School is being put out of a building 21 

that is not--that we occupied for years, and 22 

there's nowhere to go.  So, do we let them in 23 

the rain, or do we open our arms and welcome 24 

them in?   25 
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We, we're not here to throw - - your 1 

buildings.  - - if we do get here. 2 

[Background conversation] 3 

MR. EASTMOND:  - - , but if, if we, as 4 

spirits stand together and work it out, fight 5 

the DOT--DOE, and not about each other, I'm sure 6 

we'll find a solution to get this to work. 7 

[Applause] 8 

MR. EASTMOND:  As, as we leave tonight, I 9 

want everyone here to sit down and take a 10 

moment, and say, are we doing the right thing 11 

for our students? 12 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Mr. Mr. Eastmond. 13 

MR. EASTMOND:  Thank you, - - . 14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. TAYLOR:  Is Ingrid Curtain still here?  16 

Okay, so, we're moving on to Shawn Chakama 17 

[phonetic], Ahuoma, and Shmico.   18 

MS. AHUOMA CHUKWEKE:  Good evening.  My name 19 

is Ahuoma, and thanks to the teachers, my 20 

science teacher at, here, Parkside Preparatory 21 

Academy, I'll be taking the 7th grade 22 

intermediate level--um, 8th grade intermediate 23 

level science test, now that I'm in 7th grade. 24 

We the students at Parkside Preparatory 25 
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Academy strongly disagree with the decision to 1 

put a charter school into our school building.  2 

When you bring Explore Charter School into our 3 

environment, the environment will be 4 

uncomfortable and crowded.  We will have too--5 

too many students.  6 

When will we--when will we be able to have 7 

lunch?  How will get help after school?  The 8 

lines in the school cafeteria is long enough.  9 

Now imagine if Explore Charter School comes into 10 

our school, the lines will be three times 11 

longer.  When will we eat or have the proper 12 

space to eat?  Will we be rushed?  Let the 13 

question linger in your mind.  Let us think this 14 

through before we make a mistake that we will 15 

regret. 16 

Middle school is for learning, it's not a 17 

day care.  Remember the age difference.  12 18 

through 15 versus age 5.  What does a 5-year-old 19 

have in common with a 15-year-old?  This is 20 

unrealistic, inappropriate, this will not work. 21 

[Applause] 22 

MS. SHMICO OROSCO:  My name is Shmico 23 

Orosco.  I will be taking the 8th grade ILS test 24 

in 7th grade, thanks to - - .  I want to, I want 25 
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to - - right now with - - .  Our classes have 1 

an average of 30 students, with the charter 2 

school - - students, because some students from 3 

different floors will be crammed into our 4 

classes.  Who will learn, who will focus, who 5 

will get individual help?  There is nowhere to 6 

turn.   7 

As our school - - will be cut, what our 8 

students are unclear about is - - afterschool.  9 

How are we supposed to pass our classes when we 10 

don't know what we're doing?  Please - - , and - 11 

- bring this charter school into Parkside Prep 12 

Academy.  Are you even listening?  We need 13 

adequate afterschool, and - - afterschool.   14 

The Beacon is, is an afterschool program 15 

where students go and do something positive.  If 16 

there's no Beacon after school, where are we 17 

going to be at after school?  Some students 18 

don't have any home until 5:30.  I personally go 19 

to Beacon, and it's a good experience, and a 20 

positive experience.  It keeps most kids out of 21 

trouble and off the streets.  - -  22 

[Applause] 23 

MS. OROSCO:  Our children have spoken, us 24 

children have spoken.  Now listen. 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Shmico.  Amani 2 

Williams [phonetic], and Adeola Amory-Spencer. 3 

MR. AMANI WILLIAMS:  Good, good evening, 4 

ladies and gentlemen.  I am Amani Williams.  I 5 

am an Explore scholar.  I have attended Explore 6 

since kindergarten, and I am now in 5th grade.  7 

Going to M.S. 2 is very important to my school.  8 

If we don't get in, we could be separated.   9 

I have learned a lot while studying at 10 

school.  Explore has - - a lot of activities for 11 

their students.  I am a part of the running, 12 

math and - - clubs, and I am constantly - - .  13 

Explore should stay as a K-8 a community, so 14 

they could be as one.   - - 5th grade interact 15 

with - - .  Because I learn from them, and they 16 

learn from us. 17 

The teachers are caring, and - - beyond - -18 

 .  The teacher I had in kindergarten was my 19 

cousin's teacher, - - kindergarten teacher.  - -20 

 , and we need to stay together.  Thank you for 21 

listening to me.  Please take our - - into 22 

consideration.   23 

[Applause] 24 

 MS. ADEOLA AMORY-SPENCER:  Good evening, 25 
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ladies and gentleman, boys and girls.  I'm an 1 

Explore parent, and we had a great thing going 2 

at 15 Snyder, a wonderful thing, but we had no 3 

choice but to move out of 15 Snyder.  And this 4 

is why we're here today.  We do not want to 5 

leave 15 Snyder Avenue.  We have to go.  And the 6 

good thing is, we're bringing our great thing to 7 

M.S. 2.   8 

We have a wonderful thing at 15 Snyder.  9 

Believe you me.  I have my daughter, and I have 10 

been--she has been in that school since 11 

kindergarten, she is now in 5th grade, and I 12 

have a son that is also in the 1st grade.  My 13 

niece is in 2nd grade, and my nephew just 14 

graduated from the 8th grade.   15 

I know that there's a fear of the unknown, 16 

and that's acceptable, but I'm here to tell you 17 

the reasons why I have 9 children at Explore 18 

Charter School.  It's an excellent school with 19 

clear expectations and goals for their students, 20 

and the teachers and staff work tirelessly to 21 

see those things come to fruition. 22 

I'm talking about disciplinary and 23 

academics.  They have goals. My, my students, 24 

my, my children, they know what's expected of 25 
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them and they do those things.  So, when that 1 

parent said that we can set an example, we can 2 

do exactly that.  I have never had an issue with 3 

discipline at Explore. 4 

My, my children have always, and never one 5 

day, have they ever not wanted to go to school, 6 

because they feel safe.  The - - at Explore.  7 

And I can say that my children are great 8 

products of Explore.   9 

I must also say that I'm a New York City 10 

public school teacher, and I get all the time 11 

from my colleagues that I have my children in 12 

charter schools.  And the reason that they're in 13 

charter schools is because I believe in what Mr. 14 

Ballen and his staff have at Explore. 15 

MS. TAYLOR:  Time up. 16 

MS. AMORY-SPENCER:  I must also say one 17 

quick point.  That we have K-8 in our school-- 18 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you. 19 

MS. AMORY-SPENCER:  --and it's working fine. 20 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Spencer. 21 

[Applause] 22 

MS. TAYLOR:  Tiffany Jones and Shawn 23 

Carrington.  Tiffany Jones and Shawn Carrington. 24 

MS. TIFFANY JONES:  Hello. 25 
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MS. TAYLOR:  Our final two speakers of the 1 

evening.  Hello. 2 

MS. JONES:  Hi.  I'm a public school parent, 3 

and I'm also - - here - - .  This is the thing 4 

that, uh, I go to so many, um, of these hearings 5 

with these folks, and here's the thing that, 6 

that is of concern to me tonight.  I don't 7 

understand how Explore was allowed to be put out 8 

of your building, and you did not fight for 9 

yourself. 10 

You are out there, in very large numbers, 11 

with a lot to say, in order to get in this 12 

building, but you had a space.  And you could 13 

have controlled your space.  And you allow the 14 

DOE to take your space.  Come on, why didn't you 15 

fight that?  Then you've got to understand that 16 

this fight is not a separation, it's not - - , 17 

it's - - .  It's just stating that you care 18 

about these kids.  You want to see them in a 19 

space they're going to learn, and - - .   20 

Your charter school kids deserve to be in a 21 

building, but you've got to be willing to pay 22 

for it, too. Okay?  You've got people that took 23 

a building up from nothing, and you ain't 24 

willing to fight for what you was in, - - . 25 
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[Applause] 1 

MS. JONES:  Before I sit down, before I sit 2 

down, I want to--I have 30 seconds.  I want to 3 

tell you this.  This is a low-income 4 

neighborhood, and this school, it went through a 5 

lot.  And they - - , and this woman came in and 6 

built it up to make it what it is now.   7 

[Applause] 8 

MS. JONES:  I just feel like this.  You are 9 

not--it's not right for you guys to come in here 10 

and talk about what parents didn't get with you, 11 

and have a conversation with you.  Let me tell 12 

you something.  You need to have a conversation 13 

with the DOE.  - -  14 

[Applause] 15 

MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Ms. Jones.  - - .   16 

MS. SHAWN CARRINGTON:  Good afternoon, good 17 

evening.  Now, - - , now, we're not saying we 18 

don’t want a charter school.  We do need our 19 

charter school, we just don't need it in this 20 

building.  The kids have already spoken, in 21 

English, Spanish, Creole, they speak.  We do not 22 

need ex--we don't have the extra space for the 23 

charter school.  We're not saying - - the 24 

schools, but this is a wonderful school, and our 25 



 97

programs for kids, after they come out from 1 

regular schools, y'all - - think about that.  2 

When they come from their regular school, it's  3 

right here they come after school, for 4 

afterschool programs, child care - - , - -  5 

[Applause] 6 

MS. CARRINGTON:  --knitting, sewing, music.  7 

Come and find out what the kids are doing here, 8 

before you decide that you want to put a, a 9 

charter school in here.  The kids have spoken.  10 

How - - can there be?  You're not listening to 11 

the kids.  There's no space.  No, nada.  - - , 12 

but there's no space.  They need this space for 13 

everything that they're going to do.  And if 14 

we're thinking about the kids, key words, 15 

thinking about the kids, we need all the spaces, 16 

and all the rooms in here, for these kids, and 17 

these kids alone.  You can read the signs.  And 18 

these kids alone.   19 

That's what we need, our space in school.  20 

And if you bring 400 kids in here, tell me--walk 21 

through this building and tell me where you're 22 

going to put them.  In a box?  Our kids are not 23 

going in no box.  My kids are not coming home 24 

from afterschool and not having a place to go.  25 
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Think about the kids.  You're forgetting the 1 

kids.  We're not forgetting Explore, but sorry, 2 

we don't need you guys in here.  Thank you, - -3 

 . 4 

[Applause] 5 

MS. TAYLOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, the 6 

speaker list is now exhausted.  Again, we 7 

welcome any comments and feedback you may have 8 

at any time before the Panel for Educational 9 

Policy votes on this proposal at its May 18th, 10 

2011 meeting.  The email address and phone 11 

number, once again, where comments may be made 12 

are d17proposal@schools.nyc.gov, and 212-374-13 

0208.  I thank you for your participation.  This 14 

joint public hearing is now closed. 15 

[END RECORDING] 16 
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