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East New York Prep Charter School is dedicated to providing an outstanding 
education for all students whether special education or general education.  We were very 
disappointed to see the scores of underdeveloped in the areas of special education.  We 
write because we disagree with these finding and seek to explain and rectify this situation 
if at all possible.   

When the reviewers conducted their site evaluation of East New York Prep, they 
looked up special education information in the student management system, ATS, not in 
the Special Education system, CAP.  The annual review dates are different depending on 
the system one searches.  According to all sources we have consulted (the NYC DOE 
Committee on Special Education, NYC Center for Charter School Excellence, other 
charter schools, etc.) we have learned that the reviewer would have received accurate 
information had he checked the CAP system as that system is specifically designed and 
used by the Department of Education to monitor and update any Special Education data.  
During a follow-up call I had with the NYC DOE’s Committee on Special Education 
(CSE), I was informed by our liaison that at the time of your visit (and currently) all East 
New York Prep annual review dates were in compliance.  All Individualized Educational 
Plans (IEPs) are up to date with the exception of one due to a scheduling conflict with the 
CSE.  However, it is our understanding that it is the CSE’s obligation to ensure that IEPs 
are up-to-date.  In fact, East New York Prep is legally prohibited from unilaterally 
modifying IEPs. 

It is worth noting that this year we have had a difficult time working with the CSE 
in providing necessary services for our students.  East New York Prep has a very small 
percentage of special education students. We have an extensive prevention and 
intervention program that address the learning needs of our at risk students.  When these 
strategies are not enough to affect a change, a referral is made to the CSE for an 
evaluation to determine if the students meet the criteria for special education services.  
There are five special needs students in the entire school; all of which are classified 
general education with related services.  For this reason we have not hired a full time 
speech teacher, occupational therapist, counselor and resource room provider.  At the 
time of the review, only students requiring counseling services received in-school 
services.  Notwithstanding, all of our special education students were in possession of 
RSA letters from the Committee on Special Education, in order for their parents to have 
the power to choose. 

Despite our understanding that this fully satisfied our obligations, we continued to 
seek additional in-school services for parents since we understand the challenges 
associated with finding related services after school hours and in communities of high 
need such as East New York and Brownsville.  Indeed, all of our families using the RSA 
letters have had a difficult time locating providers with free time in their schedule. 
Therefore, East New York Prep provides in-house counseling, speech and resource room 



services according to all IEP mandates (both frequency and duration).  .  The only service 
we do not provide in-house is occupational therapy.   

In order to access the additional services that East New York Prep provides, we 
reached out to the following; 
1. CSE,  
2. PS 323 (One of our shared campus schools) 
3. PS 140 (Our second shared campus school; this is a District 75 Special Education 

school) 
4. Every speech provider on the provided list from CSE,  
5. Brownsville Multi Service Family Health Center 
6. The Hask special needs school  
7. Independent providers resumes received through traditional employee recruitment 

venues 
 
In conclusion, I would like to reiterate the fact that East New York Prep is in and 

has always been in full compliance with the Special Education mandates of our students.  
Please advise if there is anything else I can provide to assist in clearing up any further 
misunderstanding. 

Thank you. 


