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Parent Handbook
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Dear Families,

     P.S. 39 has always encouraged parent involvement because we firmly believe that a strong home-school connection is at the heart of student success. This Family Handbook was created after numerous meetings with our PTA Executive Board and School Leadership Team as an informational tool to assist you in becoming actively involved in the life of our school. 

     Our handbook is a living document that will grow and change over time. We encourage you to forward your ideas and suggestions for future editions to Tania Kleckner or myself

     I would like to express my deepest thanks to the members of our PTA Executive Board and School Leadership Team and to Tania Kleckner and Jennifer Ivey in particular, for creating this invaluable resource for the entire P.S. 39 community.

Sincerely,

Anita de Paz

Principal

PS 39 Mission Statement

Our mission is to create a school that cultivates a climate of continuous growth for all members of its community.  Through reflective and responsive practice we will set and clearly communicate high expectations for our students and ourselves and effectively plan to help every child achieve success.  We will teach and learn with passion and compassion, collaboratively creating a fully participatory learning environment that encourages conversation and exploration and celebrates the gifts and talents of each individual.
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2008-2009
Public School 39

The Henry Bristow Landmark School

417 6th Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11215
Anita de Paz, Principal
AdePaz2@schools.nyc.gov
Phone: 

718-330-9310/9311
Fax: 


718-832-2010

Website:

http://ps39.org
Yahoo Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PS39/
DOE Website:
http://schools.nyc.gov
Administrative Assistant: Donna Baker, DBaker@schools.nyc.gov
Parent Coordinator: Lidia Rosa, Cell phone: 347-563-5460, LRosa4@schools.nyc.gov
Guidance Counselor: Kristin Muscatella, Phone: 718-330-9310 kMuscatella@schools.nyc.gov
School Hours: 8:20am–3:10pm FOR ALL STUDENTS MON-FRI

**At 8:10am students are supervised. Please take advantage of this 10-minute grace period.

Please take note of the following:

· Students can begin lining up outside @ 8:10am. Students should not arrive prior to 8:10am, as they will not be supervised. It is unwise and illegal to leave children unsupervised prior to 8:10am
· Breakfast is served from 7:40am-8: 10am in the cafeteria – Children who participate in this program MUST eat breakfast
· Safety is of the utmost importance at PS 39. While students and their caregivers are welcome to play in the schoolyard after school, our school safety officer goes off duty at 3:15 and the doors to the school will be shut. Parents and children will be unable to reenter the building to use restrooms after school because to do so compromises the safety of our building

· Extended day is now part of the regular school day and ALL students will attend school the same hours, Monday-Friday, including Pre-K

· The Chancellor of the NYC Department of Education determines school closings and delayed openings by 6:00 am. Parents can find updated information by checking the DOE website (http://schools.nyc.gov), by calling 311 or by listening to local news radio (1010 WINS) local TV stations or cable channel NY1. Any school closings will effectively cancel all field trips and after school programs.

ORGANIZATION SHEET 2008/2009

P.S. 39

417 Sixth Avenue

Brooklyn, NY  11215

Anita de Paz, Principal

AdePaz2@schools.nyc.gov
Pre-K 108
Vassilia Cassens



Administrative Assistant - Donna Baker (200A)
Pre-K 105
Claudia Imperiale


Email: DBaker@schools.nyc.gov
K-102

Elaine Flaherty



Guidance Counselor-Kristin Muscatella  (303)

K-104

Marlo Fedeli



Email: kmuscatella@schools.nyc.gov
K-106

Vanessa Diaz



Phone: 718-330-9310
1-201

Phyllis Polverino



Secretary – Lucille Russo (100)
1-202

Lindsay Strickler
1-208

Lynn Bernstein



Parent Coordinator - Lidia Rosa (100A)







Email: LRosa4@schools.nyc.gov
2-206

Semara Calhoun



Cell: 347-563-5460

2-204

Janice Berkowitz                     

2-101

Maryann Hannan



Paraprofessionals








Suzan Henry (Pre-K 105)

3-207

Jaime Berry



Carol Santoro (Pre-K 108)

3-307

Cheryl Taylor 



Carolyn Roberts (IEP)

3-304

Amanda Pisino
           





School Aides

4-305

Eve Ottavino



Rose Dallara

4-306

Denise Racioppo



Anne Guido








Roseann Oliva

5-301

Rebecca Herbert
5-203

Chris Rochford



Nurse – Colleen Applewhite (200B)

Clusters:





School Guard-Maria Skuza
Science        
June Crane (302)



Music          
Larry Kahn (103)



School Safety Agent – Vernita Sealy
Phys Ed

John Ressos (CF)
Art

Chavy Broyde (300)


Lunchroom Staff








Pat Incannila

Ana Santiago

Coaches







Math
(Gr K-2) Terry O’Brien



Custodial Staff

(Gr 3-5) Julie Howie



Sal Scalice (Custodian)







Ed Jordan (Fireman)

Support Services




Paul Russo (Cleaner)
SETSS. - Suzann Bassil (300A)

IEP - Valerie Griffin (300B)

AIT - Helen Hernandez  (205)

Speech Provider - Jessica Miller (300A)

ESL– Elena Rabinowitz (205) (W, F)

SBST Room 300B

Frank Conforti – Psychologist (W, F)

Miriam Gonzalez – Social Worker (W)

Alice Diaz – Data Entry  (F)

Morning Line-up Chart – OUTDOORS

6th Avenue

	                       Gate #2      Main Gate      Gate #1      Gate #3

   3-207  1-202  1-201  2-101

                     Ressos

PS 39
                                                                                                                       Lower

                          Crane                                                                                                                    

            K-106   K-104   K-102                                                                       Playground

           Hernandez and Griffen                     

            2-206   2-204   1-208

                                 3-304 

        Broyde

                                 3-307                                              Upper Playground




8th 

Street

Morning Line-Up starts at 8:10 am

Grades 4 and 5 line-up in Room 103 in all weather

Pre-K students enter through playground doors

Arrows indicate doors where students enter school with their teachers

Morning Line-Up Chart Indoors

for Grades 4-5 (regardless of weather)

and for Grades 3-5 for Inclement Weather 









Room 105

	ROOM 103

5-301 Herbert

5-203 Rochford

4-306 Racioppo

4-305 Ottavino

3-307 Taylor

3-304 Pisino

3-207 Berry

exit 3










Room 101

Grade 3 lines up in room 103 only in inclement weather. In clement weather, Grade 3 lines up in the yard.

Rooms 5-301 and 3-304 go up to class via the FRONT stars through Room 101.

Rooms 4-305, 4-306 and 3-307 go up to class via the BACK stairs through Room 105.

Room 5-203 goes up to class via the TOWER stairs.

Students supervised by Ms. Skuza, Mr. Kahn and Ms. Bassil

Students are NOT permitted to line up in this room before 8:10 am and MUST NEVER be in the room without an adult to supervise.

Students who eat breakfast are to leave the school via Exit 2 and re-enter the building via Exit 3 in the Lower Playground. Students arriving from outside the building should enter this room only through Exit 3 in the Lower Playground. 

Children are NOT permitted to leave the room once they have entered, unless it is with their teacher and class.

ARRIVALS/PUNCTUALITY/ATTENDANCE
Effective use of time is a priority at PS 39. All students are expected to consistently arrive at school by 8:20 am. It is important that parents help their children develop the habit of arriving to school on time. Students who are late miss important instruction and morning routines and disrupt these activities for others. City and State funding for our school are decreased when students are absent and late. Attendance and lateness information is a criterion for Middle School acceptance.  Students who are late will receive a late pass at the security desk and will be marked late on their attendance record.  This information is part of the child’s permanent record, which follows the child throughout his/her public school career. To avoid latenesses, please take advantage of the opportunity to drop off at 8:10 each morning as staff supervision is provided at that time. 

WHEN YOUR CHILD IS SICK

The health and safety of our students is our number one concern, so if your child is sick, they should not come to school.  You should to call the school to report an absence, especially if your child is in an upper grade. These students frequently come to school alone and we want to be certain parents are aware their child is not in school. When your child is well enough to return to school, send a note to your child’s teacher explaining the absence. A doctor’s note is required if your child misses more than 3 days of school. In the case of pink eye or lice, your child must see a doctor and may only return to school with a doctor’s note. Your child will be examined by the school nurse on return.
NURSE’S OFFICE AND MEDICATION

A full time nurse is located in room 200B.  If a child is ill or injured during school hours, he or she will be sent to the nurse’s office. Should your child require regular administration of medication, use an inhaler or epi-pen for emergency use, a parent must complete and submit a Medical Administration Form, available from the school nurse. Adults in the school cannot administer these medications without this form on file. 
LATENESS PROCEDURES

With the exception of Pre-K, parents may not escort children to their classrooms. Students in Kindergarten who arrive late will be escorted to their room by the parent coordinator or other staff member.

STAFF SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS BEGINS AT 8:10. PLEASE PLAN TO ARRIVE AT THIS TIME TO PREVENT UNNECESSARY LATENESSES.
 The school day begins at 8:20 each day. ANY STUDENT WHO IS NOT PRESENT AT LINE-UP WITH THEIR CALSS IS LATE AND MUST FOLLOW THE PROCEDURES OUTLINED BELOW:
· Students in grades 2-5 will sign the lateness log at the security desk, including time of arrival and class. The parent coordinator will sign in children in grades K-1.
· Each student will receive a late pass from the parent coordinator with their name, class, time of arrival and date entered.
· Students are to present this pass to their classroom teacher as they arrive. If children are with a cluster teacher, children will present the pass to that teacher who will then forward it to the child’s classroom teacher.
· If a student comes to class late without a late pass, the teacher must ask the child to go downstairs to the security desk to receive one. All children who are late MUST have a late pass. Teachers must keep these passes on file as documentation of the number of latenesses in the event that the total is questioned.

Bell Schedule 2008-2009

Period 1

8:20 - 9:20

Period 2

9:25 - 10:15

Period 3

10:20- 11:10

Period 4

11:15 – 12:05

Period 5

12:10 – 1:00

Period 6

1:05 – 2:05

Period 7

2:10 – 3:00

Homeroom 

3:05 – 3:10

Dismissal


3:10
P.S. 39 DISMISSAL CHART

	CLASS
	TEACHER
	EXIT
	LOCATION
	TIME

	Pk-108
	Cassens
	6
	Rear Left
	3:10

	Pk-105
	Imperiale
	5
	Rear Right
	3:10

	K-102
	Flaherty
	4
	Side
	3:10

	K-104
	Fedeli
	4
	Side
	3:10

	K-106
	Diaz
	4
	Side
	3:10

	1-201
	Polverino
	1
	Front Left
	3:10

	1-202
	Strickler
	2
	Front Right
	3:10

	1-208
	Bernstein
	6
	Rear Left
	3:05

	2-101
	Hannan
	1
	Front Left
	3:10

	2-204
	Berkowitz
	4
	Front Right
	3:10

	2-206
	Calhoun
	2
	Front Right
	3:10

	3-207
	Berry
	5
	Rear Right
	3:05

	3-304
	Pisino
	6
	Rear Left
	3:05

	3-307
	Taylor
	5
	Rear Right
	3:05

	4-305
	Ottavino
	5
	Rear Right
	3:05

	4-306
	Racioppo-Banchitta
	6
	Rear Left
	3:05

	5-203
	Rochford
	1
	Front Left
	3:10

	5-301
	Herbert
	1
	Front Left
	3:10


VISITORS PROCEDURES

· Our School Safety Agent is our first ambassador to the public.  Therefore, all visitors are to be greeted courteously and energetically in order to set the tone for their visit. 
·  In order to assist our school safety agent, it would be advisable for all staff members to inform both the school safety agent and the office staff, in writing, of the appointments that they have made as they come into work each day. 

· All visitors, including parents, must stop at the security desk inside the main entrance (Exit 2), present photo ID and sign the visitor log book. 

· All visitors must state the purpose of their visit and record it in the logbook, along with their destination.
· The school safety agent will then call the main office to inform the office staff that a visitor will be coming up to the office.  All visitors are to remain at the security desk while this telephone call is made.
· Visitors will receive a color-coded pass for their destination from a staff member in the Main Office. 
· The office staff will then call the appropriate staff member and ask them to meet their guest in the main office or Parent Room.
· Any staff member who is expecting a visitor is to come downstairs and accompany them to their location.  Visitors may not go to their destinations unescorted.  The only exceptions are Learning Leaders, parents delivering birthday celebrations, and parents requesting to visit the Parent Room or Parent Coordinator.
· All visitors will be escorted back to the school safety agent by a staff member.
· All visitors will be asked to exit via the main entrance in the basement.
· The school safety agent will log the time that each visitor exits the building.
· The school safety agent will periodically check the logbook to make sure that the visitor has not been in the building for an unauthorized amount of time.  In such an event, the agent will call the staff member with the visitor to determine if the conference has ended.  If the visitor has already left the staff member, the agent is to contact the Principal or her designee in order to determine the next course of action.

SECURITY FOR ALL IS OUR TOP PRIORITY
HALF-DAY PROCEDURES

The following procedures will be in effect on all half-days:

· Period 1 and 2 will be as usual. Only teachers with preps during periods 1 or 2 will receive their prep. For the remainder of the morning, the classes will be with their homeroom teachers.
· Pre-Kindergarten classes will eat in the classrooms at 10:30 am
· Kindergarten and First grade classes go to the lunchroom from 10:30-10:50am
· Second and Third grade classes go to the lunchroom from 11:00-11:20am
· Fourth and Fifth grade classes go to the lunchroom from 11:30-11:50 am.
· On theses days, lunch periods will be supervised by the classroom teachers, papa-professionals, and school aides. 
· Dismissal for all students will be at 11:50 am – a gong will ring.
PS 39 EVACUATION PLAN

The signal bells/gongs for an evacuation drill are the same for a fire drill.  TEACHERS MUST TAKE THEIR RED EMERGENCY FOLDER WITH THEM AS THEY EXIT THEIR ROOMS. In the event that we must evacuate to another location, please note the following:

As staff members exit the building they will be notified as to the exact evacuation site. As per our School Safety Plan, our possible evacuations sites are:

PRIMARY SITE:

John Jay Campus





237 7th Avenue (between 4th and 5th Streets)





(718) 788-1514

SECONDARY SITE:
Middle School 51





350 5th Avenue (between 4th and 5th Streets)





(718) 369-7603

Please note that the fire drill, shelter drill and evacuation plan are available for review in the Parent Coordinator’s Office, room 100A.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

We recognize that birthdays are important events in children’s lives.  However, our school days and curriculum requirements are very full. Parents of students in grades Pre-K- 2 who would like to acknowledge their child’s birthday in school may do so only if they make arrangements with the classroom teacher on week in advance. Parents and teachers must adhere to the following guidelines:

· Birthday celebrations must be limited to the last 15 minutes of the day

· Cupcakes or individual cakes/cookies/donuts are permitted. Cakes that need to be cut are not. 

· Juice boxes or water bottles are permitted. Please be certain that beverages are caffeine-free and free of artificial sweeteners (saccharine, NutraSweet, etc).

· No more than two (2) family members may come to school for the celebration. Siblings may not be pulled from their class to attend the celebration.

· Goody bags, candy or treats, party favors, balloons, decorations, entertainment and candles are not permitted

· Classroom teachers may have additional traditions and/or policies. Your child’s classroom teacher and the principal must first approve any birthday celebration in advance.

BLUE CARDS

Blue cards list emergency contact information and are required for all students. A new card must be completed for child every school year. Please be certain that cards are filled out completely and accurately.  All cards must be returned to your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  In the event that the school has to contact your regarding your child, it is important to list all the telephone numbers where you or your designated caregiver(s) can be reached during the school day. Please provide at least two emergency numbers. Children may not be released to anyone whose name does not appear on the Blue card. If information changes at any time during the year, parents must come into the main office and update the Blue Card. 

CELL PHONES
The New York City Department of Education prohibits the usage of cell phones in public schools. If your child must carry a cell phone, it must be turned off and secured in their book bag. Cell phones can be confiscated by school personnel if heard, seen or used in school. If you have an emergency, contact our main office at 718-330-9310. PS 39 school staff is not responsible for lost, damaged or stolen cell phones. 

PS 39 COMMUNITY STANDARDS
With your voice:

Be careful with other people’s feelings



Don’t tease or insult or threaten,










Or call anyone an unkind name. 

Tell the truth







Don’t lie.

Use appropriate language





Don’t use bad words or gestures.

Respect other people’s conversations
Don’t interrupt when people are talking. Don’t bother people when they are working or learning. Don’t barge into a classroom. 

With your body:

Be careful with others people’s bodies
Don’t hit or bite or fight. Don’t make anyone feel uncomfortable.

Be careful with others people’s things
Don’t steal or break or damage anyone’s property.

Be careful with school property
Don’t destroy things and don’t write on desks or walls.

With your mind:

Always ask this question: “ Would you like it if someone did that to you?”

And

Be quiet on the stairs. Classes should walk quietly.

Listen to and follow directions given by any staff member.

Be on time to school.

Always come to school prepared.

Walk. Do not run.

Work quietly in your classroom so that other people can think.

Don’t fool around in the bathroom.

Don’t chew gum.

Eat only in the cafeteria or during designated times, in your classroom.

Always dress appropriately for school. 
DISCIPLINE

The Chancellor’s Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures (Blue Book), which outlines the discipline policies set forth by the Department of Education, is distributed at the beginning of the school year to all students. This document includes the DOE’s citywide “Discipline Code” as well as a “Student Bill of Rights.”

FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES

Students are expected to:


Understand how the trip connects to what we are studying in class

Behave in an appropriate and safe manner on the subway and walking through the streets. 



-Stay with your partner

-Listen to directions from teachers, adult chaperones and trip guides/escorts

Adult Chaperones:


Chaperones must be at least 21 years old


No siblings are allowed on the trip


Set a good example



-No candy or gum chewing

Cell phones and other electronics need to be turned on vibrate. Chaperones are encouraged to give their cell phone number to the teacher to facilitate communication. Please do not make or take any personal calls.

Chaperones are to help the students follow the trip guidelines and work with the whole class.

Be consistent with students. Avoid bending the rules for any one child. All students should have the same privileges, restrictions, snacks, etc. Remember you are present for the whole class.

THE HOME/SCHOOL COMPACT

Student

I promise to…

· Come to school on time and prepared everyday
· Always do my homework
· Treat my family, school staff and friends with respect and kindness
· Show pride in my work and appearance
· Take part in school-wide events and activities
· Be responsible for my own learning
· Always work hard and strive for success
Parent/Caregiver

I promise to…

· Make sure my child comes to school on time everyday with all needed materials
· Always check my child’s book bag when he/she comes home everyday

· I will read all notices, calendars, letters and slips

· Always make sure all homework is neat and complete

· Maintain open, respectful lines of communication with my child, school staff and administration

· Attend school-wide events, including open school week, parent/teacher conferences and PTA meetings, when possible
· Volunteer my time, when possible

· Be responsible for my own learning

· Always love, respect and encourage my child to strive for success

School Staff

We promise to…

· Come to school on time and prepared everyday
· Give homework that is meaningful and that supports units of study

· Backpack all notices, calendars, letters and permission slips

· Take part in school wide events and activities

· Be helpful, fair and compassionate

· Be responsible for our own learning

· Always respect and encourage our students and their families to work hard and strive for success

Administration
We promise to…

· Come to school on time and prepared everyday

· Uphold high educational standards

· Work hard everyday to make PS 39 a great learning institution

· Be responsible for our own learning
· Always respect and encourage our students, their families and our staff to strive for success

PS 39 HOMEWORK POLICY

The purpose for assigning homework is to give children the opportunity to extend lessons, practice skills, engage in critical thinking and develop good work habits.  Homework can also serve as one form of communication between the teacher and the family.  It is important that homework does not add stress to family life.  Therefore it is up to the student, family and teacher to share the responsibilities for homework. Homework is an important part of the student’s academic year.


Student’s Responsibilities

· Complete your homework neatly and carefully.

· Bring your homework folder home and back to school everyday.

· Listen carefully to homework directions and ask questions if it’s not clear.

· Gather all materials for homework before you leave your classroom.

· Complete all assignments on time.

· Make up any missed homework that the teacher requires.


Family’s Responsibilities

· Provide a routine and environment that is conducive to doing homework. (A quiet and consistent place and time, necessary materials)

· Offer assistance to the student, but not do the actual homework.

· Check that your child has edited their homework for spelling, punctuation, and neatness. 

· Notify the teacher when the homework presents a problem.

· Read school notices and respond in a timely manner. Weekly backpack cleanups can be useful in helping students organize materials.


Teacher’s Responsibilities

· Provide purposeful homework.

· Include clear directions and instructions.

· Implement a system for routinely checking homework.

· Communicate to the student and family what is expected for completing homework.

· Communicate with families when students are not consistently completing assignments.

*Parents are encouraged to communicate with teachers regarding homework assignments (difficulties that your child may be having completing them, appropriateness of assignments, special circumstances that may prevent your child from completing an assignment on time and arrangements to make up the missing assignment).  

PS 39 RECOMMENDED TIME ALLOTMENTS FOR HOMEWORK

There is no doubt that different children will take different amounts of time to complete homework.  The following chart indicates what we believe is approximately the appropriate amount of time for children in each grade to be spending on homework.  If your child diligently does the homework for the maximum allotted time (without breaks and distractions) and does not complete it, you may write a note to the teacher explaining the situation and have your child stop doing the homework.  If this is an ongoing problem, please make arrangements to talk to the teacher.  If your child thoroughly and neatly completes the homework very quickly, and you believe that your child needs additional homework, extra reading or writing in a Writer’s Notebook is recommended.

	Grade
	Reading
	Written (including math)
	Total

	Kindergarten
	Parents & children spend time together with books 10-15 min.
	To be determined

by the grade
	10-15 minutes

	First
	10-15 minutes
	10 minutes
	20-25 minutes

	Second
	15-20 minutes
	10-15 minutes
	25-35 minutes

	Third
	15-20 minutes
	20-25 minutes
	35-45 minutes

	Fourth
	20-30 minutes
	25-35 minutes
	45-60 minutes

	Fifth
	25-30 minutes
	35-40 minutes
	60-70 minutes


HOMEWORK FREQUENCY

WEEKLY HOMEWORK

· Homework will be assigned in all grades Monday-Friday according to the guidelines outlined about. Friday’s assignment will be the same as all other weeknight assignments.

HOLIDAY HOMEWORK

· During school holidays students will be assigned daily reading to be logged as well as math assignments that encourage students to practice math skills and strategies with their families through game playing. These assignments are designed to reinforce our belief that reading should be a part of everyone’s daily life and that math skills should be practiced in order to be reinforced.

MISSED HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS/REPORT CARD GRADES

· Students who have failed to complete 3 homework assignments will receive a 3 on their report card for the marking period. 

· Students who have failed to complete 4 homework assignments will receive a 2 on their report card for the marking period. 

· Students who have failed to complete 5 homework assignments will receive a 1 on their report card for the marking period. 

LATE PICK-UPS
Any students who are not picked up on time are brought to the basement or the Main Office. In the event that you are running late, always call the school to inform them of your expected arrival time. Late pick-up of students disrupts the schedules of our school staff.

LOST AND FOUND
Please label your child’s clothing and other belongings with first and last names.  You may check the lost and found for missing items in the bins at the schools entrance by the security guard.

MESSAGES
In the event of an emergency, should you need to get a message to your child during the school day, please call the main office, 718-330-9310, in a timely manner and leave a message for his/her teacher.  The teacher will relay the message to your child.

SCHOOL DRESS CODE

Appropriate school attire is a very important daily consideration. Clothing should be comfortable, easy to clean and hazard free.

· Students are to wear enclosed shoes.  Open backed clogs with or without straps and/or exposed toes are not allowed.  Heelys must have the wheels removed and left at home. Sneakers are the safest footwear to be worn in school as it protects the toes and foot from injury.
· In warmer weather flip flops are not permitted. For their safety, students wearing flip-flops will not be permitted to participate in recess or gym activities. Parents will be contacted to bring a change of shoes. 
· Remember, all children go out to play for recess even in cold weather. Be sure to send your child to school with the appropriate outerwear, including hats, gloves and winter coats.

· Please wear easy, comfortable and appropriate attire for gym days including sneakers. For their safety, students who do not wear sneakers cannot participate in physical activity on gym days. 
· Hats, bandanas or any kind of head covering should be removed upon entering the building, unless there is a documented medical or religious exemption.

· Please make sure that pants sit at the waist as “low riding” pants may be dangerous and pose a trip hazard.

TOYS and ELECTRONIC DEVICES

All forms of toys and electronic devices are prohibited. School personnel will confiscate such items. Parents must claim these items in person at the school.  PS 39 is not responsible for lost, damaged or stolen items. 

THE PS 39 PARENT ASSOCIATION (AKA THE "PTA")
The purpose of the PTA is to support our school by creating an environment that supports learning, diversity, community and family.  PTA membership is open to all teachers and parents and is a great opportunity for parents to become active participants in their child’s education. For a list of the many activities sponsored by the PTA, please see pages 24-26 of this handbook. PTA general meetings are held monthly, in the evenings, and babysitting (for children aged 3 - 11) is provided. All parents, teachers and staff are welcome

PS 39

PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD CONTACT LIST

2008-2009
Effective June 30, 2008

	Name
	Title
	Phone Numbers
	Email

	Jennifer Jacobs
	President
	718-832-1570 (h)


	jjacobsnyc@gmail.com

	Alan Siege


	Vice-President
	718-768-8477 (h)


	Alan.siege@sbmc.biz



	Alicia Kasnia


	Co-Treasurer


	718-237-0228 (h)


	alicia_patrimonio@yahoo.com


	Mark Lorenzen


	Co-Treasurer
	718 965-9825 (h)


	DSLorenzen@AOL.com


	Peg Galella
	Co-Secretary
	718-499-6291 (h)


	galella@gmail.com

	Melissa McGill
	Co-Secretary
	718-788-2297 (h)


	melissadehnckemcgill@nyc.rr.com

	Yael Bat-Chava
	Member-at-large
	718-768-7279 (h)


	Lisa.yael@verizon.net

	Beth Kleber 

	Member-at-large
	718-768-5361 (h) 

	bkleber@verizon.net

	Elaine Kleinberg
	Member-at-large
	718-788-2190 (h)


	ekleinberg@earthlink.net

	Melissa Williams


	Member-at-large


	718-499-6652 (h)


	melissawilliams3@verizon.net


OTHER WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

Parent and other adult volunteer helpers are always needed and appreciated.  There are a variety of volunteer opportunities at PS39.  Volunteers are needed in the following areas.
Become a Class Parent

The class parent works directly with the teacher in many ways.  They help with events, class trips, parties and communication with other parents. The following is a list of the class parent responsibilities:

· Create and maintain an accurate class list that includes e-mail addresses, phone numbers and mailing addresses. Distribute this list to the class both electronically and in print form.
· Serve as a point of contact and support for the PTA, the Parent Coordinator, and the other parents in the class.

· Organize the acquisition/collection of materials need for special projects.

· Organize refreshments for special events (i.e. writing celebrations, family shares, etc.).

· Occasionally assist in the classroom when there is an art or academic activity that would benefit from an “extra pair of hands.”
Family Fridays

Family Fridays will take place on the first Friday of every month from October through May. Parents/caregivers will be invited to accompany their children to the classroom at 8:20am and read or participate in another learning experience or activity with children until 8:50am. Family members’ roles in the classroom during this time will depend on the grade level, teachers’ instructions and what they feel comfortable with. For example, they can read to small groups of children or listen to a couple of children read to them.
Learning Leaders

This is a program where parents work in our school in various capacities.  In the past, Learning Leaders have been asked to assist with art projects, read to the class or tutor students in math or reading. Experience is not necessary.  Please contact Lidia Rosa, Parent Coordinator, to find out when the next Learning Leader Training session is.  
SLT (School Leadership Team)

The SLT is a team of parents, administrators and staff who meet regularly and share ideas. Responsibilities include creating the Comprehensive Educational Plan (CEP) for the school, making budget and policy decisions. In addition, they uphold current school policy and create new ones. This year’s members of the School Leadership Team are: 

Anita de Paz, Principal
Jane Carlton, Parent
Jennifer Ivey, Parent
Jenn Jacobs, Parent and President, PS 39 PTA

Tania Kleckner, Parent
Jim Sailer, Parent

Vassilia Cassens, Pre-K teacher
Amanda Pisino, 3rd grade teacher
Chris Rochford, 5th grade teacher

Susanne Bassil, UFT Union Representative and Resource Room Teacher

PS 39 YAHOO GROUP

The PS 39 Yahoo Discussion Group is a great forum to get your questions answered and stay abreast of school issues and news. Please go to http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/ps39 and click on the button that says "Join This Group!"
What Does the PTA Do? 

And How Can I Help?

EVENT: International Potluck Dinner (October 3rd) 

Chair: Joy Canning - canning88@yahoo.com / 718-832-9675

A PS 39 institution and a lot of fun!  We gather in the cafeteria at John Jay and enjoy a potluck dinner of dishes that celebrate the school’s diversity.  The cafeteria is decorated with artwork and special banners made by the children, and there are sometimes performances by groups of children and/or families. This year’s dinner will offer families the opportunity to create culturally specific pieces throughout the event.

How to help: set-up, clean up, help with art projects in classrooms beforehand, help organize activities and/or performances during the event. 

Wrapping Paper & Candy Sale (September 9th - October 3rd) 

Chair: Kathleen Toimil - ktoimil@verizon.net / 917-533-0898

This is one of our most lucrative fundraisers.  Students receive catalogs featuring wrapping paper, candy, and many other gift items.  PS 39 receives approximately 50% of the proceeds from this sale.

How to help: Work with Kathleen to distribute items the day they are delivered, during the school day (usually in November). Purchase and/or sell items to friends, family, and coworkers. 

EVENT: Halloween Party (October 25th) 

Chair: Arianna Galesi - agalesi@hotmail.com / 718-623-6410

A fun, dress-up event held on a Saturday at John Jay High School.  Kids enjoy games, magic, and a costume contest and parade. There are also raffles and a bake sale!

How to help: set-up, clean-up, bake a treat, sell raffle tickets and/or baked goods, help put together raffle items in the weeks before the event. 

EVENT: Scholastic Book Fair and Bake Sale (November 14th & 20th) 

Chair: Mark Lorenzen - dslorenzen@aol.com / 917-584-9374

This two-part event takes place during the school day as well as during fall parent teacher conferences.  Each family pre-pays $5; on the day of the sale each class visits the book sale in room 103 where every child chooses one or two books to bring home.  Books are also sold to parents during parent-teacher conferences.  

How to help: price books before sale, help kids choose books the day of the sale (during the school day), help sell books or baked goods during parent-teacher conferences.

EVENT: Barnes & Noble Book Fair / Art Show (December 6th) 

Chair: Elaine Kleinberg - ekleinberg@earthlink.net / 718-788-2190

This event was inaugurated last year and was a great success.  Members of the PS 39 community distribute vouchers to potential book buyers.  On the designated day, the 7th Avenue Barnes & Noble (at 6th Street) donates 10% of each purchase to PS 39 when the buyer presents our voucher.  That same day, B&N is also decorated with artwork by our students and PS 39 5th graders wrap presents for tips to support their spring trip to the Poconos.

How to help: Distribute vouchers to friends, family, neighbors, etc. and convince them to shop at our local B&N on Dec 6, supervise a shift (1-2 hours) of 5th graders wrapping presents

What Does the PTA Do? 

And How Can I Help?

EVENT: Holiday Concert / Party (December 16th) 

Chairs: Tony Melian, concert - jamd@angel.net / 

 Gail Guerre, party - gailguerre@yahoo.com / 347-607-7311
The holiday concert is held in a local auditorium (exact location TBA) and features performances by the PS 39 chorus, the recorder club, and a parent band.  Afterward, potluck desserts are enjoyed in the cafeteria. 

How to help: Set-up, clean up, join the parent band, bake for the potluck of desserts, and help sell PS39 T-shirts

EVENT: Ice Skating Party (January 22nd) 

Chair: Kathy Tiru - kathymtiru@yahoo.com / 347-419-5311

A special night at Prospect Park’s Wollman Rink for the PS 39 community.

How to help: sign up for a shift at the table at the front entry, greeting and taking money

EVENT: Fundraising Auction / Dinner (March 21st) 

Chair: Ali Bogner - ali@alittlefengshui.com / 917-561-2866 

This year we will be trying something new: an evening, adults-only fundraising auction.  Details are to come but we’ll have dinner and a wonderful selection of items to bid on.

How to help: Solicit donations from neighborhood businesses, help plan the party, decorate, help that night at setup, logistics and checkout, write thank-you letters afterwards to our donors

EVENT: Mother's Day Flower & Plant Sale (May 8th-9th) 

Chairs: Lesli Klainberg - lesliklainberg@orchardfilms.com / 718-788-5546

  Kathleen Toimil - ktoimil@verizon.net / 917-533-0898

A wonderful, community-building event held the Saturday before Mother’s Day in the PS 39 schoolyard.  We sell annuals, perennials, herbs, and vegetables. The Friday event is a smaller sale to children during school.  

How to help: Set-up, clean up, help sell plants for an hour or two the day of the sale, bake for the bake sale, help sell PS 39 gear
PS 39 T-Shirts and Other Gear (ongoing) 

Chair: Beth Kleber - bkleber@verizon.net / 718-768-5361

PS 39 gear is sold at most PTA events, as well as at Family Fridays; a great way to show your school spirit and support the PTA.   

How to help: Help sell t-shirts at a single Family Friday (which occur the first Friday of every month) from 8:15-9:00AM; Help sell at a PTA event
Raffles (at the Halloween Party and Mother's Day Plant Sale) 

Chair: Melissa Williams - melisssawilliams3@verizon.net / 718-499-6652

PS 39 families are asked to donate a single item for themed baskets that are raffled off at the Halloween Party and again at the Spring Flower and Plant Sale

How to help: donate an item, help assemble the baskets, sell tickets
What Does the PTA Do? 

And How Can I Help?

Advocacy (ongoing)

Chair: Lynn Kaplan - lynathon41@yahoo.com / 917-696-3720

Takes action any time advocacy is needed for school-related issues. School-related issues could be directly related to PS39, or could be larger city- or state-wide educational issues. There will be few (if any) actual meetings. Most communication will be via email.

How to help: Assist with a letter-writing campaign, attend a rally or meeting, collect signatures for a petition, help organize students and parents to participate in advocacy as appropriate…. We need some people on this committee who are free during the day to participate in rallies, some people available in the evenings to attend community advocacy meetings, and some people who can help write/edit advocacy letters via e-mail.

Data Entry (ongoing)

Chair: Beth Kleber - bkleber@verizon.net / 718-768-5361

Assistance is needed throughout the year to help enter data into excel databases (e.g., volunteer interests, auction donations, etc.)

How to help: volunteer to enter data (a perfect volunteer opportunity for someone who wants to help out on their own time).  

Internet Presence (ongoing)

Chair, Webmaster and Moderator: Ira Karlick - irakarlick@yahoo.com 

This committee administers the informative PTA website at www.ps39.org and the popular PS 39 Yahoo discussion group: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ps39. 

How to help: Join the discussion group, help in the website design efforts, help with website maintenance.

Development (Fundraising / Grant Writing) 

Chair: Alan Siege - alan.siege@sbmc.biz / 718-768-8477

Committee members work to solicit support from foundations, businesses and
individuals to fund many important current and future in-school and
after-school activities and programs at PS 39. 

How to help: Identify grant opportunities, write a grant application, or simply identify and approach community members who might donate money to ensure that PS 39 continues to offer opportunities for our students to flourish.

PS 39 Newsletter 

Chair: Francelle Lim - two_trees@verizon.net / 718-965-1115

The newsletter is published twice a year and reports on PTA and school activities. 

How to help: write an article, take photos, proofread, help to find a good deal on color printing

School Supplies 

Chair: Lesli Klainberg - lesliklainberg@orchardfilms.com / 718-788-5546
A newly formed group that will enable parents to purchase supplies for class supply lists directly from the PTA. Also will help to organize and order supplies for the school throughout the year.

How to help: help organize the supply room, help make bundles of supplies for teachers when the supplies come in (September), find deals on certain items

PS 39 Calendar 2008-2009

SEPTEMBER

	Tuesday, September 2
	· FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL - WELCOME BACK!

· Modified Schedule for Pre-K

· Early Dismissal for Kindergarten - 11:50am

	Wednesday, September 3
	· Modified Schedule for Pre-K

· Early Dismissal for Kindergarten – 11:50am

	Thursday, September 4
	· Full Day For All Pre-K and Kindergarten Students

	Friday, September 5
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00am

	Tuesday, September 9
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 6:30pm

	Tuesday, September 16
	· PTA General Meeting 6:30pm

      with Pizza and Potluck Dessert Social 

Topic: Welcome 2008-2009!

	Wednesday, September 17
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Wednesday, September 24
	· PK-2/Cluster Curriculum Night 6:00-7:00pm

	Thursday, September 25
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

· Gr. 3-5/ Support Personnel Curriculum Night 

6:00-7:00 pm

	Tuesday, September 30
	· No School - Rosh Hashanah


OCTOBER
	Wednesday, October 1
	· No School - Rosh Hashanah

	Friday, October 3
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00am

· INTERNATIONAL POTLUCK DINNER 6:30pm
      at John Jay Cafeteria (5th Street & 7th Avenue)

	Monday, October 6
	· Rapid Dismissal For All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, October 7
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Wednesday, October 8
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Thursday, October 9
	· No School - Yom Kippur

	Monday, October 13
	· No School - Columbus Day

	Wednesday, October 15
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Friday, October 17
	· ELA Predictive Test Grades 3-5

	Monday, October 20
	· ELA Predictive Test Grades 3-5

	Tuesday, October 21
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm
Topic: Early Childhood Development (speaker Ms. Cassens)

	Wednesday, October 22
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Saturday, October 25
	· HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY 1:00 - 4:00pm

      John Jay Cafeteria (5th Street & 7th Avenue)


NOVEMBER
	Monday, November 3
	· Rapid Dismissal For All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, November 4
	· No School - Election Day

	Wednesday, November 5
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Friday, November 7
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00am

	Tuesday, November 11
	· No School - Veterans Day

	Wednesday, November 12
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

· Grade 5 Social Studies Test

	Thursday, November 13
	· Grade 5 Social Studies Test

	Friday, November 14
	· Report Cards Go Home With Students

· SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR for Students (tentative)

	Monday, November 17
	· Math Interim Assessment Grades 3-5

· Open School Visit PK-K 

	Tuesday, November 18
	· Open School Visit Grades 2-3

· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm

Topic: Middle School

	Wednesday, November 19
	· Open School Visit Grade 1

	Thursday, November 20
	· Half Day - dismissal at 11:50am

· Parent/Teacher Conferences

      1:00-3:00pm & 5:30-8:00pm

· SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR & PTA Bake Sale 

	Friday, November 21
	· Open school Visit Grades 4-5

	Wednesday, November 26
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Thurs / Fri, November 27 & 28
	· No School - Thanksgiving


DECEMBER
	Monday, December 1
	· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, December 2
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Friday, December 5
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00 - VIP Day!

	Saturday, December 6
	· BARNES & NOBLE BOOK FAIR / ART SHOW

All day at the B&N on 7th Ave. & 6th St.

	Wednesday, December 9
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Thursday, December 11
	· Math Predictive Test Grades 3-5

	Friday, December 12
	· Math Predictive Test Grades 3-5

	Tuesday, December 16
	· PTA WINTER CONCERT & PARTY 6pm (location TBA)

	Wednesday, December 17
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Wednesday, December 24 -
 Friday, January 2
	· No School - Winter Recess


JANUARY
	Monday, January 5
	· Return to School after Winter Recess

· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, January 6
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Friday, January 9
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00

	Monday, January 12
	· NY State ELA Exam Grades 3-5

	Tuesday, January 13
	· NY State ELA Exam Grades 3-5

	Wednesday, January 14
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

· NY State ELA Exam Grade 4 Only

	Monday, January 19
	· No School - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

	Tuesday, January 20
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm
Topic: Testing

	Wednesday, January 21
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Thursday, January 22
	· ICE SKATING PARTY at Wollman Rink (time TBA)

	Friday, January 23
	· Enrichment Fair Share


FEBRUARY
	Monday, February 2
	· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, February 3
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7pm

	Wednesday, February 4
	· School Leadership Team Meeting 7:00am

	Friday, February 6
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00

	Wednesday, February 11
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	 February 16 - February 20
	· No School - Midwinter Recess

	Monday, February, 23
	· Return to School

	Tuesday, February 24
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm

Topic: Next Steps - Parenting the School Aged Child

Speaker TBA


MARCH
	Monday, March 2
	· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00

	Tuesday, March 3
	· NY State Math Exam Grades 3-5

· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Wednesday, March 4
	· NY State Math Exam Grades 3-5

	Thursday, March 5
	· NY State Math Exam Grade 4 Only

	Friday, March 6
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00

	Monday, March 9
	· SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY!

	Wednesday, March 11
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Monday, March 16
	· Report Cards Go Home with Students

	Wednesday, March 18
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am
· Grade 5 students leave for PEEC Trip

	Thursday, March 19
	· Half Day - Dismissal at 11:50am

· Parent/Teacher Conferences

       1:00-3:00 & 5:30-8:00

	Friday, March 20
	· Grade 5 Students Return from PEEC

	Saturday, March 21
	· SPRING AUCTION/ DINNER FUNDRAISER

Time and Location TBA - Adults Only Event 

	Monday, March 30
	· Math Interim Assessment Grades 3-5

	Tuesday, March 31
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm (April Meeting)


APRIL
	Wednesday, April 1
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Friday, April 3
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00

	Monday, April 6
	· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00

	Wednesday, April 8
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	April 9-April 17
	· No School - Spring Break

	Monday, April 20
	· Return to School

	Tuesday, April 21
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm

Topic: TBD

	Thursday, April 30
	· Grade 4- NY State Science written Exam


MAY
	Friday, May 1
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00am

	Monday, May 4
	· Rapid Dismissal for All Students at 3:00pm
· Grade 4 - NY State science Test 

	Tuesday, May 5
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Friday & Saturday, May 8 & 9
	· MOTHER'S DAY PLANT SALE

	Wednesday, May 13
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Tuesday, May 19
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm
Topics: Executive Board Elections & Preliminary 2009/2010 Budget Adoption

	Wednesday, May 20
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Friday, May 22
	· CARNIVAL / WHITE ELEPHANT SALE

	Monday, May 25
	· No School - Memorial Day

	Friday, May 29
	· Grade 5 Award Assembly


JUNE
	Tuesday, June 2
	· PTA Executive Board Meeting 7:00pm

	Wednesday, June 3
	· JOHN JAY ART SHOW AND SALE 5:30-7:00pm

	Thursday, June 4
	· No School - Brooklyn/Queens Day

	Friday, June 5
	· Family Friday 8:30-9:00

	Monday, June 8
	· Math Predictive test Grades 3-5

	Tuesday, June 9
	· Half Day for All students-dismissal 11:50am
· DANCE FESTIVAL! (rain date June 15)

	Wednesday, June 10
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

· ELA Predictive Test Grades 3-5

	Friday, June 12
	· FIELD DAY Grades 3-5

	Monday, June 15
	· Half Day for All Students-Dismissal 11:50am
· Dance Festival Rain Date

	Tuesday, June 16
	· PTA General Meeting 7:00pm

      Topic: Final Wrap-Up - Gallery 39 Art Show

      Potluck Desserts

	Wednesday, June 17
	· School Leadership Team Mtg. 7:00am

	Tuesday, June 23
	· Pre-K Stepping Up Ceremony in Prospect Park

	Wednesday, June 24
	· Kindergarten Graduation 9:00am

· Grade 5 Graduation Dance 5:30-8:00pm

	Thursday, June 25
	· Grade 5 Graduation Ceremony 9:00am

	Friday, June 26
	· LAST DAY! Dismissal for All Students at 11:50am
· ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!


TESTING CALENDAR

	NAME OF TEST/ASSESSMENT
	DATE ADMINISTERED
	GRADES

	LAB-R
	September 2nd – September 29th
	New entrants – home lang. other than English

	DRA 2 assessments
	September 15th – October 20th 
	K - 5

	ELA – 1st Predictive (periods 1 & 2)
	Friday, October 17th (multiple choice)
	3, 4, & 5

	ELA – 1st Predictive (periods 1 & 2)
	Monday, October 20th   (constructed responses)
	3, 4, & 5

	NYS Social Studies
	Wednesday, November 12, & Thursday, November 13, 2008
	Grade 5 only

	Math – 1st Interim Assessment (ITA) 
	Monday, November 17th 
	3, 4, & 5

	Math – 1st Predictive (periods 1 &2)
	Thursday, December11th (M/C)
	3, 4, &5

	Math – 1st Predictive (periods 1&2)
	Friday, December12th   (C/R)
	3, 4, & 5

	NYS ELA – high stakes test
	Tuesday, January 13, 2009

Wednesday, January 14, 2009

Thursday, January 15, 2009
	3, 4, & 5

3, 4, & 5

Grade 4 only

	DRA 2 assessments
	December 15 – January 9th 
	K-5

	NYS Math – high stakes test
	Tuesday, March 3, 2009

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Thursday, March 5, 2009
	3, 4, & 5

3, 4, & 5

Grade 4 only

	DRA 2 assessments
	March 23 – April 20th 
	K-5

	Math – 2nd ITA (periods 1 & 2)
	Monday, March 30th
	3, 4, & 5

	NYS Science Written Test
	Thursday, April 30, 2009
	Grade 4 only

	NYS Science Performance Test
	Monday, May 4, 2009
	Grade 4 only

	Math – 3rd ITA (periods 1 & 2)
	Wednesday, May 20, 2009
	3, 4, & 5

	NYSESLAT
	April 20th – May 15th (speaking)
	ELL students

	NYSESLAT
	May 4-15(read/write/listen)
	ELL students

	EPAL
	Friday, May 15th 
	2 & 3

	EPAL
	Tuesday, May 19th
	2 & 3

	Math– Final Predictive (periods 1&2)
	Monday, June 8, 2009
	3, 4, & 5

	ELA – Final Predictive (periods 1&2)
	Wednesday, June 10, 2009
	3, 4, & 5


Key Words & Purposes

· DRA 2 – helps teachers identify each student’s reading achievement, document progress, and tailor teaching to drive effective reading instruction.

· LAB-R – Language Assessment Battery Revised – new entrants whose home language is other than English – to identify students who are entitled to bilingual/ESL programs.

· Predictive – to assess students’ progress on state standards and determine what short-term tailored interventions students need before the high-stake tests.  These predictives in ELA and Math are given six (6) weeks prior to the actual state tests.

· I.T.A. – Instructionally Targeted Assessments – helps teachers gain insight into students’ understanding and misconceptions with respect to targeted skills and to inform next instructional steps.  Assesses the skills taught during a specific instructional period.

· E-PAL – a performance assessment that holistically assesses Listening/Writing and Reading/Writing in response to literature.  It evaluates how well students convey their listening and reading comprehension in writing. It also assesses Writing Mechanics – how well students use the conventions of written English.

· NYSESLAT – New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test – to measure student progress in developing English language proficiency.

· ACUITY – the division of McGraw Hill is responsible for the creation and administration of predictives and ITA’s (instructionally targeted assessments).  They provide staff with access to reports and resources based on the results of the predictives and ITA’s.

The PS 39 School Song

Written by Alma Sliter

Kindergarten Teacher, PS 39

We have come to a might fine school,

It’s the one that we love best.

Many friends we have made, 

And we’re glad that we stayed,

 Thirty-nine is a mighty fine school.

So to you – Thirty-nine,

We’ll sing a song of praise,

For the many happy hours, 

And the many happy days,

We have spent at Thirty-nine.

Thirty-nine, Thirty-nine, 

The BEST of luck to you!

Thirty-nine is a century school;

It’s a building mighty strong.

Boys and girls come to learn,

Teachers know every one, 

Thirty-nine is a century school.

So to you – Thirty-nine,

Here’s on hundred years of praise.

We’ll remember all the fun,

 And the things that we have done,

When we went to Thirty-nine.

Thirty-nine, Thirty-nine, 

The BEST of luck to you!

(Miss Sliter added the last two verses of the song on the occasion of the 100th 

Anniversary of the founding of PS 39, in 1977.)

