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Updates on the use of Grades 3-8 ELA and Math State Tests in Teacher and Principal Evaluations 

 

On June 19, 2014, the New York State Legislature passed a bill regarding teacher and principal evaluations for school 

years 2013-14 and 2014-15. The bill allows for the recalculation of educators’ Overall Ratings if: 

 The Overall Rating is Ineffective or Developing AND; 

 All or part of the State or Local Measures of Student Learning is based on Grades 3-8 ELA or Math State Tests 

aligned with the Common Core.1 

The Overall Rating will be recalculated as follows (recalculated ratings are referred to as “Safety Net calculation”): 

 If the State and Local Measures are both based solely on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests 
The Safety Net calculation will be based on only the Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (100%).  
 

 Only the Local Measures of Student Learning is based solely on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests 
The Safety Net calculation will be based on State Measures (40%) and the Measures of Teacher/Leadership 
Practice (60%).  
 

 Only the State Measures is based solely on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests 
The Safety Net calculation will be based on Local Measures (40%) and the Measures of Teacher/Leadership 
Practice (60%).  
 

 Part of the State Measures is based on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests 
 If the Local Measures does not include Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests, then the Safety Net 

calculation will be based on the recalculated (excluding the 3-8 ELA and/or Math State tests) State 
Measures (20%), Local Measures (20%), and Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (60%).  

 If the Local Measures is based solely on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests, then the Safety Net 
calculation will be based on the recalculated (excluding the 3-8 ELA and/or Math State tests) State 
Measures (40%) and Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (60%).  
 

 Part of the Local Measures is based on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests 
 If the State Measures does not include Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests, then the Safety Net 

calculation will be based on the recalculated (excluding the 3-8 ELA and/or Math State tests) Local 
Measures (20%), State Measures (20%), and Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (60%).  

 If the State Measures is based solely on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State Tests, then the Safety Net 
calculation will be based on the recalculated (excluding the 3-8 ELA and/or Math State tests) Local 
Measures (40%) and Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (60%).  
 

 Part of the Local Measures AND part of the State Measures are based on Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math State 
Tests  

The Safety Net calculation will be based on the recalculated Local Measures (20%), recalculated State Measures 
(20%) and the Measures of Teacher/Leadership Practice (60%).  

 
For a summary of the cases above, please see the Table on page 2. 
 
 
 

                                                           
1
 For teacher evaluations: Overall Ratings qualify for recalculation if State and/or Local Measures are based on Grades 3-8 State ELA or Math Tests 

aligned with the Common Core with any target population, including but not limited to individual, grade, or school-wide target population 
(including the lowest-third performing students and the Local Measures default in 2013-14 for schools serving grades 4-8). 



 

   2 

Ratings-based Employment Decisions2 

If the Safety Net calculation is higher than the original Overall Rating, some employment-related decisions that stem 

from evaluation ratings must not be based on the original Overall Rating. The Safety Net calculation will be used to 

determine if an educator will receive a Teacher/Principal Improvement plan (e.g., if an educator’s original Overall rating 

is Developing and the Safety Net Rating is Effective, then the educator will not be required to have an Improvement 

Plan).  

If the Safety Net calculation is the same or lower than the original Overall Rating, any employment-related decisions that 

stem from evaluation ratings will be based on the original Overall Rating.  More information is forthcoming about when 

and how educators will receive their original Overall Ratings and Safety Net calculations. 

Table: Summary of Safety Net Calculation Compositions  
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2
 Employment-related decisions include: termination (pursuant to sections 2509, 2573, 3012, 3014, 3020, 3020-a, or 3031 of the education law), 

granting or denial of tenure (pursuant to sections 2509, 2573, 3012, 3014, or 3031 of the education law), expedited hearings (pursuant to section 

3020-a of the education law), decisions related to retention, and the requirement for teacher or principal improvement plans pursuant to §3012-c 

of the education law.  Note that the DOE has the discretion to make employment-related decisions related to tenure, retention, or termination. 

The Safety Net calculation should not be the sole or determinative factor and may be based on observations, student assessments, or other 

measures of the performance of the teacher or principal. Additional information on making tenure decisions will be provided in the 2014-15 

Teacher Tenure Guide.  

 

 


