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P reparing for college starts well before 
the fall of your senior year in high 
school. The following timelines outline 

how a college-bound student can use his or her 
high school years to prepare for college.  
  
September 
 Establish an academic mindset. Your GPA and 

class rank at the end of this year will be key factors 
colleges will look at. 
 Get to know your teachers. You will likely ask some 

to write college recommendation letters for you. 
 Meet with school guidance counselor to review 

courses for junior and senior years, grades, 
graduation requirements, and class rank. 
 Register for the PSAT/NMSQT, the qualifying test 

for National Merit Scholarships, National 
Scholarship Service, and National Hispanic Scholar 
Recognition Program. 
 Get involved in extracurricular activities and 

volunteer work of interest to you. 
 Work on and improve your study and time 

management skills. 
 If a particular college major or field of study 

interests you, take related electives, if offered. 
 Start saving samples of your best work for a 

portfolio. 
October 
 Prepare for the PSAT/NMSQT by taking a practice 
test. Find out more at: http://
www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/
about.html. 
 Investigate colleges that interest you. Make a list of 
colleges that meet your preferences for size, 
location, distance from home, majors, academics, 
housing, cost, and financial aid offered. Start your 
college search at: http://www.nycolleges.org; http://
www.nes.ed.gov/collegenavigator/; http://
www.UCAN-Network.org; and http://
collegesearch.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp. 
 Attend local college fairs and talk to college 
representatives who visit your school. 
 Request viewbooks and information from colleges. 
Visit college Web sites. Preview college 
applications, such as the Common Application 
accepted by almost 400 colleges and universities 
at: https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/
default.aspx 
 Sharpen your writing skills. 

November 
 Continue to explore colleges and attend college 
fairs. 
 Assess study skills, strengths, and weaknesses. 
Continue to read widely, take practice tests, and 
work on writing essays. 

 Research college majors and career interests. 
Talk to people who work in fields of interest, 
teachers, counselors, and college professors. A 
good place to explore careers is: http://
nycareerzone.org/. 
 Consider interning in a field that interests you. 
 If interested in sports, check NCAA requirements. 
 Begin researching financial aid, including options 
for grants, scholarships, and work-study programs. 

December 
 Examine applications and literature you receive 
from the colleges. Make a list of information you 
need to collect to answer your questions. 
 Know what is required when you apply – types of 
tests, interview, personal essay, recommendations 
from teachers, mentors, or employers. 
 If you are taking standardized tests, prepare by 
taking practice tests. 
 Check registration deadlines for the SAT or ACT if 
you plan to take a test soon. Find out testing 
schedules at: http://www.collegeboard.com/
student/testing/sat/calenfees.html and http://
www.actstudent.org/regist/dates.html. 
 Begin to narrow down your college choices. Set up 
a filing system with individual folders for each 
college’s correspondence and printed materials. 

January 
 Make a preliminary list of colleges you would like 
to investigate, using the Internet, your school’s 
guidance office, or the library. 
 Consult with teachers, counselors, and others 
about your college plans. Start asking for letters of 
recommendation. 
 Review your academic progress: course work, 
grades, and test scores— with your counselor. 
 Investigate sources of financial aid. Learn about 
help in paying for college at your high school’s 
counseling center, library, and at: http://
studentaid.ed.gov/; and http://www.nycolleges.org/
financialAidPrograms.php. Ask about available 
financial aid from employers, religious groups, 
community groups, and service organizations. 
 Begin thinking about a summer job, internship, or 
on-campus college summer program. 

February 
 Work on test skills with practice SAT tests. 
 Work on your writing. Write essay drafts and go 
over them with a teacher or other adult whose 
judgment you trust. 
 Register for and take any SAT II: Subject Tests 
you need for your applications. Talk to your school 
counselor about which tests to take. Find out test 
schedules at: http://www.collegeboard.com/
student/testing/sat/calenfees/calensubj.html. 
 Visit colleges and narrow down your list of 
colleges while being open to considering a college 
you might not have thought of earlier. 

March 
 Ask about personal interviews at your college 
choices, and call or write for appointments. 
 Request admission literature, application forms, 
and financial aid information from colleges. 
 Stay involved in extracurricular and volunteer 
activities. 

April 
 Prepare for SAT or ACT tests with practice tests 
and study. 
 Before taking any test, get plenty of sleep the night 
before and eat a good breakfast on the morning of 
the test. Have your admission ticket, know where 
you’re going, and how long it will take to get to the 
test site. 

May/June 
 Prepare for your final exams. 
 Discuss with teachers and counselors what you 
can do during summer to prepare for senior year. 
 Decide on and prepare for summer activities – 
jobs, internships, and on-campus summer college 
programs. 
 Plan college tours and visits. 
 Review your senior year courses with your 
counselor. Consider challenging yourself with 
honors and AP courses. 

Summer 
 Collect all your important coursework, honors, 
activities, certificates, and letters of achievement 
or recognition in a folder or portfolio. 
 Visit colleges in person if possible, or on-line. Talk 
to people you know who have gone to colleges 
that interest you. Involve your family in your 
college application process. 
 Compose rough drafts of your college essay, and 
have a teacher or trusted adult mentor go over 
them with you. 
 Develop a financial aid application plan, including 
a list of aid sources, requirements for each 
application, and a timetable. Search for 
scholarships at sites such as: http://
www.fastweb.com; http://www.finaid.org; http://
apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp; 
and http://www.hesc.com. 

 
Sources: “What every family of an 11th-grader needs to 
know about college: a curriculum for families and students,” 
a workshop presented by NYGEAR UP/Commission on 
Independent Colleges and Universities; “Junior Year 
Calendar,” http://www.nacacnet.org/StudentResources/
CollegePrep/Pages/JuniorYear.aspx; 
“High School Timeline,” http://www.petersons.com/
education_planner/preparing_article.asp?
sponsor=2859&articleName=High_School_Timeline; 
“Action Plan: High School Juniors,” http://
www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/action/juniors.html; 
“Timeline for College,” http://parentingteens.about.com/od/
collegeinfo/a/timelinejryear.htm. 
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December 
 Confirm that your standardized test scores (official 
SAT and ACT scores) have been sent to the 
colleges of your choice. 
 Arrange and confirm with your school counselor that 
transcripts and recommendations have been sent to 
the colleges to which you are applying. 
 If applying for early admission, you will begin 
hearing from those colleges now. Many require a 
letter confirming your acceptance and a deposit 
check soon after. 
 Watch the deadlines on the applications for 
admission and financial aid at the colleges you are 
applying to. 

January 
 Complete and submit the FAFSA as soon as 
possible after January 1. If your parents have not 
completed their tax forms yet, you may submit 
estimated information on the FAFSA and financial 
aid applications, but remember that corrections will 
have to be made later on. 
 If you submit the FAFSA on-line, it will be 
processed faster. 
 If you haven’t yet done so, contact admissions 
offices at the colleges where you applied to confirm 
that they have everything needed from you. 

February 
 You should have received your Student Aid Report. 
Make any corrections and return to the FAFSA 
processor. Make sure colleges receive the 
corrected SAR. 
 Complete scholarship applications. Many priority 
financial aid deadlines are in February. Keep copies 
of everything you send. 

March 
 Contact financial aid offices at colleges to confirm 
that they have all of your application materials. 
 Keep up your academic work and your 
extracurricular activities. Don’t slack off! 

April 
 As college acceptances arrive, compare 
acceptance letters, scholarship offers, and 
financial aid packages. 
 Choose your college, and find out deadlines for 

your acceptance letter and deposit check. Most 
colleges require acceptance notification to be 
postmarked by May 1. Don’t miss the deadline! 

May 
 Take Advanced Placement exams for any AP 
subjects you have taken. 
 If you are on any college’s waiting list, and are 
still interested, contact the college and let the 
admissions office know. 

June 
 Contact the college of your choice to find out 
when fees for tuition, room, and board are due. 
 Have your high school send your final transcripts 
to the college if required. 

Summer 
 Participate in any summer orientation program 

offered by the college you will be attending. 
Check up on residence hall assignment, 
roommate assignment, and course schedules. 
 Arrange for any required medical exams and for 

health insurance coverage if you have not 
already done so. 

Throughout Senior Year 
 Meet all your deadlines! 

 
Sources: “Senior Year Calendar,” http://
www.nacacnet.org/StudentResources/CollegePrep/
Pages/SeniorYear.aspx; “Timeline for Seniors,” http://
studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/
timeline.jsp?tab=applying; “High School Timeline,” http://
www.petersons.com/education_planner/
preparing_article.asp?
sponsor=2859&articleName=High_School_Timeline; 
“Action Plan: High School Seniors,” http://
www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/action/seniors.html; 
“College Planning Timeline for Seniors,” http://
www.collegebasics.com/college-planning/charting-your-
plan/college-planning-timeline-for-seniors.html 

O ne of the most important goals for 
your senior year is to remain focused 
on your academics. Don’t allow 

senioritis to creep in and ruin all of your hard 
work.  
 Also, be aware of the many deadlines 
you must deal with as you start the college 
application process: testing deadlines, financial 
aid deadlines, scholarship deadlines, and, of 
course, application deadlines. This is a year 
where organization is critical! 

TIMELINE FOR SENIORS Resources for College-Bound Students 
  Center for Student Opportunity 

http://www.csopportunity.org/ 
First generation and other underserved college-bound 
students will find a clearinghouse of information and 
publications about colleges with programs that serve 
their interests at this site. 

  College Navigator 
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ 
This site was developed by the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) to help students, parents, 
and counselors search for information about nearly 
7,000 postsecondary institutions in the U.S. Students 
can find out about enrollment, graduation rates, tuition 
costs, and financial aid awarded and can use the site’s 
tools to create lists, spreadsheets, and interactive maps 
with their search results. 
 
 

  Student Aid on the Web 
http://studentaid.ed.gov/ 
Here you will find free information from the U.S. 
Department of Education on preparing for and 
funding education beyond high school. 

  FinAid! 
www.finaid.org 
This portal offers links to information about 
scholarships, loans, college savings plans, and other 
types of financial aid. 

September 
 Meet with school counselor to discuss college 
plans. Make sure you meet all requirements for 
graduation and have all the credits needed to get 
into the college of your choice. 
 Keep working on grades and continue with 
extracurricular and volunteer activities. 
 Discuss final college choices and financial aid 
with counselors, teachers, and parents. 
 If you are applying for Early Decision or Early 
Action, prepare and submit applications now. 
Allow enough time to prepare essays and give 
recommendation forms to teachers, counselors, 
and mentors along with stamped, college-
addressed envelopes. Make sure your high 
school has sent your transcripts to the college(s) 
and schedule any required interview or audition. 
 Make sure that you have all forms required for 
college admission and financial aid. Print extra 
copies and/or make photocopies of every 
application you send. Keep a record of the date 
each was sent. 

October 
 Take SAT or ACT tests. Be well-rested on the 
day of any test, eat a good breakfast that 
morning, have your admission ticket ready, know 
where you are going and how long it will take to 
get there. If necessary, register for December or 
January SATs. 
 Request recommendations from teachers, 
counselors, mentors, and/or employers. Give 
them any necessary forms, with your part 
properly filled out, along with stamped, college-
addressed envelopes. 
 Attend a college fair to speak to representatives 
of colleges to which you are likely to apply. 

November 
 Prepare applications for regular college 
admission. Keep in mind that deadlines for 
submitting these are usually the end of 
December or early January. Arrange for your 
high school to send official transcripts to colleges 
and schedule any required interviews. 
 Allow enough time to prepare essays or any 
other required materials. 
 Attend any college preparatory events held at 
your school or by local groups. 
 Start work on filling out forms for the FAFSA, 
keeping in mind that they should not be 
submitted before January 1. For more details, go 
to: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/. 
 Attend financial aid events at your school.   

© College Connections is published by the Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities 
(cIcu) Outreach Programs 
cIcu is a statewide association representing 100+ independent (private, not-for-profit) colleges and universities 
in NYS. Its Outreach Programs has offered free admissions, financial aid and access resources for 25+ years. 
Address: 17 Elk St., PO Box 7289, Albany, NY 12224 Phone: 518.436.4781. Fax: 518.433.8825. Web: 
www.nycolleges.org - Admission and financial aid information for students, families, and counselors. 
www.cicu.org - Higher education information for policymakers. E-mail: colleges@nycolleges.org 

Save the Date! 
2nd Annual Latino College Fair 

November 21, 2009, 12:00 - 4:30 pm 
at Fordham University Rose Hill 

For information: 
http://capwiz.com/cicu/go/2009_Latino_College_Fair 
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