PS 182

Parent Handbook
2016-2017




School Details

Public School 182
601 Stickball Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10473

School Telephone
School FAX
School Website

Principal
Assistant Principals

School Secretaries

Parent Coordinator
Parent Coordinator Telephone

PA President

718-828-6607
718-409-8152
schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/08 /X182

Ms. Anne O’Grady
Ms. Michelle Vargas
Ms. Mary Oldak

Ms. Greta Schorr

Ms. Emily King
Ms. Diane Timper

Ms. Betty Williams
718-8286607

Ms. D. Rosario



PARENTS’ ROLE

1. The Parent-teacher conferences provide an opportunity to increase communication
between school and home. Parents are encouraged to be involved in all areas of
their child's education. Four conferences are held each year. They are held in
September, November, March and May. You will be notified via a parent letter of the
exact dates. Flexibility in timing for Parent Teacher Conferences can be arranged.

2. Parents can play an important role by being actively involved in their child's
homework. Please check to see that it is brought home and is completed. If your
child needs help, try to spend the time to help him/her. If you are unable to help
your child, the UFT dial a teacher can be of assistance. Homework is a continuation
of school work. Parents/guardians are expected to ensure that students read for at
least 2 steps a night (30 minutes) and to sign their child’s reading log each night. If
there are any questions about your child's homework, feel free to write a note to
his/her teacher.

3. Itis important to keep the communication between the school and home
open. Please be sure to inform the school of any pertinent changes that
may affect your child's performance at school.

4. Students, parents and school personnel all have a role in making school safe and
must cooperate with one another to achieve this goal. Encourage appropriate
behavior at home and in school. If you need assistance, you can contact the school
guidance counselor or parent coordinator. Please refer to the Citywide Behavioral
Expectations which includes the Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities.

5. Parents are urged to become active members of the Parent Association. All parents
and/or guardians are automatic members of the Parent Association and may attend
any or all general membership meetings.

6. You are welcome to visit your child’s class to observe how he/she is
progressing during the open school (Fall and Spring).

7. Citywide Parent Teacher Conferences are held four times a year. These
conferences provide a great opportunity for you to talk with your child's teacher
about what your child is learning at school and how you can support this learning at
home. In addition, leave with a plan for continuing the conversation. Teachers have
40 minutes allotted each week to work with families

8. The NYC Discipline Code covers infractions and the range of possible disciplinary
and other responses for grades K-5 and grades 6-12, including how
students/families can appeal decisions. It also includes the Student’s Bill of Rights
and Responsibilities. The guide is available in all nine covered languages.



Remember, education is never limited to just school hours. You are your child’s first
teacher. The valuable time spent time at home working with your child will help him/her
meet his/her potential.

School Visitors to PS 182

In an effort to maintain a safe and orderly environment, all visitors to PS 182 enter the
school building via the Main Lobby Entrance. You will asked to sign in with the School
Safety Agent and to show photo identification.

The safety agent will log visitor information and direct visitors to the main office for further
direction. At the main office, all visitors will sign the visitors’ log book and visitors will be
provided with a pass to their designated destination. At the conclusion of the visit, all
visitors report to the main office and return the pass and sign out of the school building.

Please keep in mind that these are NYCDOE regulations regarding visitors to school
buildings and are part of the schools safety plan approved by NYCDOE and NYPD.

We strongly encourage parents to visit the school. We appreciate your cooperation.



School Hours

School begins promptly every day at 8:20 a.m. and ends at 2:40 p.m., except on half days
when school ends at 11:40 a.m.

Grab and Go Breakfast is served every day in the classroom..

Arrival and Dismissal

We have put systems and procedures in place to ensure the safety of all students at PS 182
during morning arrival and dismissal. We greatly appreciate your patience and
cooperation in maintaining these procedures. Thank you.

Morning Arrival

Pre-kindergarten students will enter on the Randall Avenue side of the school.
Students from kindergarten through grade 5 will enter through the schoolyard door
for indoor line-up. Classes line up outside in the yard weather permitting.

Dismissal

Pre-kindergarten students will exit on the Randall Avenue side of the school.
Students from kindergarten through grade 5 will exit to the schoolyard and line-up
in their designated area with their teacher.

All students must be picked up promptly at dismissal time. Only adults authorized
on the blue emergency cards will be allowed to pick up a student. Please make sure
you have updated and working phone numbers on your blue emergency card so that
we are able to reach you in a timely manner.

If you have an emergency, please call the school and let us know you will be late.
Although we understand emergencies, it is your responsibility to make
arrangements and back-up arrangements for your child to be picked up on time
daily.



SCHOOL CALENDAR 2016-2017

First Day of School. Spring Term begins for high school
Jan 31
Early dismissal for non-District 75 studants.
Sopt 8 kindergerton siudents only. Feb20-24  Midwinter Recess (schools dosed)
Partial school time for pre-kindergarten
public school studants. Mar 6-7 District 75 School Programs:
Parent-Teacher Conferances®*
First full day for non-District 75 Elementary School
kindergarten students. antary :
Sept 9 o Mar 8-9 Parent-Teacher Conferances®*
Partial school time for pre-kindergarten
public schoal students. Middle School:
Mar 15-16 Parent-Teacher Confarences®*
Sep 12 Eid al-Adha |schools closed]
High School:
Oct 34 Rosh Hashanah (schools closed) Mar 23-24 Parent-Teacher Conferences®
Oct 10 co '"“'“ bus Day Obsarved (schools April 10-18  Spring Recess (schools closed)
Oct 12 Yom Kippur {schools closed) May 29 Memorial Day (schools dosed)
Anniversary Day
Middla School: Parent-Teacher
Oct. 26-27 Confa - Jun 8 Students do not attend school.
Chancellor's Conference Day for Staff
Nov 2.3 E:}E:l'rfl-:ntﬂry E:.:Iml. Parent-Teacher Development.
Juna Clerical Day
Election Day. Students do not attend  jyn 12 Elem 500!, middle school, and D75
Nov 8 school. students do not attend school.
Chancellor's Confarence Day for Staff Regents Rating Day
Development.
Jun 23 High School students do not attend school,
1 Da d except those anrolled &t 075 school
MNov Veterans Day (schools closad) )
District 75 School Programs: Jun 26 Eid al-Fitr (schools closed)
Nov 15-16
Parant-Teacher Conferences® Last Dﬂ' For All Studants.
Jun 28 . .
High School: Parent-Teachar e
Nov 17-18
Confarences®
Nov24-25  Thanksgiving Recess (schools closed) NOTES:
Dec26-Jan2 Winter Racass (schools closed)
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan 16 ischools closad)
Chancellor's Conferance Day for
staff development in all non-D75
Jan 30 high schools only.

High School students do not attend school,

may decide to hold their conferances on alternative dates. Please
chedk with your school for specific schedules. For essassment dates
and other calendars, please visit schools.mye. gov/calendar.

Duparitnent of
“m i /nycschools » W¥/nycschools & schools.nyc.gov

axcept thosa enrcllad at 075 school
Programs.




Attendance

Excellent attendance is a crucial requirement for doing well in school--and life! Common
sense indicates that a student may be absent for illness, emergencies, or for religious
observance, but the goal is for every student to be in school every day.

A student who has 90% attendance is missing one month of instruction. A student with less
than 90% attendance is considered chronically absent .

Information pertaining to the absence should be provided to the school in the form of a
note to the teacher after each absence, including a doctor's note if appropriate. You may
also call the school when you know your child will be absent.

Lateness

Any child arriving at school after 8:45 AM will be considered late with the exception of
students who arrive late on a yellow school bus. Students will report to the main office to
sign-in indicating they are late and get a late pass.

Parents escorting students who arrive late to school are asked to drop off their children at
the front desk and leave the building using the lobby exit.

Please note that lateness to school affects your child's instructional day. Lateness is part of
the attendance policy that affects promotional policies delineated by the NYC Department
of Education.



Early Release from School

The school discourages releasing students from school during the instructional

day. Parents are strongly encouraged to make doctors’ appointments during those times
that the child is not at school. However, the school understands that there may be times of
exceptions for an early release. Please be mindful that a pattern of early release requests
may impact the academic achievement of your child(ren).

Any parent, who requests that a child be released from school early should enter through
the lobby and sign in with the School Safety Officer. At the main office, school staff will call
for your child. Parents are required to sign their child out from school in the Main

Office. Please see suggestions to ensure that your child is ready at the time of early release.

Only those persons on the Blue Emergency Card have your authority to pick up
your child from school as an early release.

In the event that you have assigned someone else, kindly call the school and
provide us with a written letter with your signature authorizing the person to
pick up your child from school early. The person must be over 18 years of age and
have a picture ID with an address on it.

Have your child give the letter to his/her teacher to ensure that the child is ready
at the time of your request.

Please be mindful of the daily lunch and teacher prep schedule (for example-
Gym, Art) and how it may impact the early release of your child(ren). Teachers,
who are not given prior written notice will be unavailable during lunch and/or
prep period. This will cause a delay in providing your child with his/her personal
belongings and requires the custodial staff’s availability to open the classroom
for your child.

The school cannot accommodate an early dismissal of students after 2:20 p.m. Students
will be preparing for dismissal and will already be en route for dismissal via the normal
dismissal procedures. Requesting an early dismissal close to the dismissal times
endangers the appropriate supervision of students.



Breakfast And Lunch Program

The school staff works closely with the Office of School Food and Nutritional Services. We
provide breakfast and lunch to our students. During the first week of school your child will
bring home a lunch application form. Eligibility for free or reduced lunch is based on the
data that is filled in on this form. Please complete and return this form to the school
immediately. There is only one form needed per family. Eligibility does not carry over from
one year to the next. A new form must be completed each year. If you have any questions,
you can call the school.

Please do not send your child to school with glass bottles.

Birthday Treats

Children's birthdays can be celebrated at school with a simple party. Parents can contact
the classroom teacher a few days before their child's birthday to arrange for the
celebration. No siblings attending PS 182 may attend the party.



Blue Emergency Information Cards and Emergency Contact Forms

All students will be given a BLUE EMERGENCY INFORMATION CARD, a BLUE EMERGENCY
CONTACT FORM, and a school lunch form. All of these forms must be filled out completely
and returned to school immediately. It is extremely important that a parent/guardian
provides a working telephone number at ALL times in case of emergencies. These cards
need to be updated as soon as any contact information changes. It is a good idea to label
your children’s belongings and place an emergency telephone index card with correct
working telephone numbers as well in your child’s bookbag.

Please note:

« Students will ONLY be released from school to adults who are named on the blue card
and are at least 18 years of age.

« Please update your child’s blue card/emergency form when any information changes.

« No one, including parents, may withdraw a student from school, line up, lunchroom or
classroom without authorization from the Main Office. This is to protect the safety of
your child.

« Ifyouneed to speak to a teacher after line up you must come to the Main Office to
schedule an appointment. Parents will not be allowed to go to the classroom without
authorization from the Main Office.

« Parents report to the main office to sign out a child from school. The student will then
be called to the Main Office for dismissal. Please try to limit early pickups to emergency
situations only. Please NO early releases after 2:20 p.m.

« Please indicate any persons that should not have contact with your child on the blue
emergency card.

« Itis important for parents to communicate with the school any information regarding
"Orders of Protection." Itis your responsibility to provide a copy of any “Orders of
Protection” to the school immediately to ensure the safety of your child. Pictures of
those restricted from contact with your child will be placed on the back of the Blue
Information Emergency cards (and kept confidential) and the safety agent will be
informed. Please update this information as needed.



School-Based Policy of PS182x For The Use Of Cell Phones, Computing
Devices, And Portable Music And Entertainment Systems On School
Property

Students are permitted to bring the following electronic items to school: 1) cell phones; 2)
laptops, tablets, iPads and other similar computing devices (“computing devices”); and 3)
portable music and entertainment systems, such as iPods, MP3 players, PSP, and Nintendo
DS.

A. The use of cell phones, computing devices and portable music and entertainment

systems at school is subject to the conditions below .

1. Cell phones and portable music and entertainment systems may not be turned on or
used during the administration of any school quiz, test or examination.

2. Computing devices may not be turned on or used during the administration of any
school quiz, test or examination, except where such use has been explicitly
authorized by the school or is contained in an Individualized Education Program or
Section 504 Accommodation Plan.

3. Cell phones, computing devices, and portable music and entertainment systems may
not be turned on or used during school fire drills or other emergency preparedness
exercises.

4. Cell phones, computing devices, and portable music and entertainment systems may
not be used in locker rooms or bathrooms.

5. Students who use cell phones, computing devices, and/or portable music and
entertainment systems in violation of any provision of the DOE’s Discipline Code,
the school’s policy, Chancellor’s regulation A-413, and/or the DOE’s Internet
Acceptable Use and Safety Policy (“IAUSP”) will be subject to discipline in
accordance with the guidance interventions and disciplinary responses set forth in
the Discipline Code.

B. Cell phones may be used as set forth below (select from bullets below or select
other options consistent with Regulation A-413).

1. During the school day :

a. Cell phones may not be turned on or used while on school property.
2. During after-school, school-sponsored programs or activities :

a. Cell phones may not be turned on or used while on school property.

C. Computing devices may be used as set forth below (select from bullets below or
select other options consistent with Regulation A-413).

1. During the school day :

a. Computing systems may not be turned on or used while on school property.
2. During after-school, school-sponsored programs or activities:

a. Computing systems may not be turned on or used while on school property.



D. Portable music and entertainment systems may be used as set forth below (select

from bullets below or select other options consistent with Regulation A-413).

1. During the school day :

a. Portable music devices and entertainment systems may not be turned on or

used while on school property.
2. During after-school, school-sponsored activities :

a. Portable music devices and entertainment systems may not be turned on or

used while on school property.

E. Confiscation and return of electronic items

1. If a device is found to be used during the school day, resulting in a disruption to

instruction, the item will be confiscated and returned to the parent/ guardian.

School Dress Code

Public School 182 has a suggested dress code. We ask that children adhere to the dress
code. Please see the parent coordinator if you have any concerns.

Boys Navy blue pants, navy blue walking shorts, white dress shirt and red tie,
or white polo shirt

Girls Navy blue skirts, jumpers, pants or walking shorts and white dress blouse
and red cross tie or white polo shirt

Appropriate shoes/sneakers are important to the safety of your child.



NYCDOE Emergency Readiness Program
Dear Parents,

[ am writing to provide you with information about the Department of Education’s
Emergency Readiness Initiatives that are in place in all NYC Public Schools.

Every school currently has procedures for emergencies. In 2000, New York State Education
Law Section 2801 was enacted requiring schools to develop safety plans regarding
emergency response. In July of 2001, the law was amended to require that plans include
information for evacuation and sheltering. In accordance with this, “schools need to
conduct drills and other exercises to test components of the emergency response plan.”

School staff members are trained in various procedures that are outlined in the School
Safety Plan and we currently conduct a variety of drills throughout the year to prepare our
staff and students. Section 807 of the New York State Education Law requires all schools to
conduct a minimum of 12 fire drills each year. Section 917 of the State Education Law
states that schools are required to provide and maintain automated external defibrillator
(AED) equipment, and drills are conducted during the year to assess the use of AED units in
an emergency. In accordance with Section 3623 of the State Education Law, drills are also
conducted at schools that focus on safety on a school bus.

In addition to conducting these types of drills, our school has a Building Response Team
that is trained to activate and respond to different incidents that may occur at our school.
Under the new General Response Protocol (GRP), every school will be conducting specific
drills designed to help prepare all school communities for three different types of response
to emergencies that may occur: evacuation, shelter-in, and lockdown. Opportunities for
parent engagement are available at our school to ensure that families are involved in our
school-based emergency readiness program. Parent versions of the School Safety Plan are
available upon request in the main office, and information explaining the GRP is included
with this letter. Many other important resources for families are also available by visiting
http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/OSYD/default.htm

Emergency readiness training in schools takes place in September and continues for staff
and students throughout the school year. Student training is grade appropriate and
designed to ensure that students understand the importance of these drills without causing
unnecessary alarm. Please review the General Response Protocols that have been given to
all students, and discuss these procedures with your child.

All families are reminded to update the Emergency Contact Cards that are on file in our
main office. This includes providing and updating information indicating phone numbers,
and the names of adults to whom the school may release children in an emergency.
Families are also encouraged to register with Notify NYC (https://a858-
nycnotify.nyc.gov/notifynyc/) to receive information about emergency events, and call 311
for additional information about a school during an emergency.



Stormy Weather

There is a citywide policy on storm days and other emergency conditions for school
closings.

The following procedures have been put in place by the Chancellor's Office. The Chancellor
or Deputy Chancellor of Operations will announce the Citywide decision to close schools
(including after school activities) on days of inclement weather or other Citywide
emergency conditions after consultation with the Mayor’s Office of Emergency
Management, the Weather Bureau, the City Sanitation Department, the City Transit
Authority and other appropriate agencies. The Citywide decision will be made as early as
possible prior to 5:00 a.m. on the affected day.

The Department of Education’s (DOE’s) Office of Communications and Media Relations will
notify the Associated Press news wire service and radio and television stations as soon as
possible prior to 5:00 a.m. All relevant information will also be posted on the DOE website
( http://schools.nyc.gov ) as well as the NYC social media pages on Twitter and

Facebook. School staff and parents are advised to check the DOE website, listen to
information broadcasts by local radio and television stations or call 311.

In all instances when the announcements by the Chancellor or Deputy Chancellor of
Operations is made to close schools, the Office of Pupil Transportation will advise the bus
companies of any related activity cancellation.

In case of a delayed school opening, the Chancellor's Office will announce a two-hour
opening delay citywide. Please be advised that regular school buses will run, but at a later
time to accommodate the two hour delay. If the weather is severe, parents are advised to
use discretion as to whether their children are to ride to school on a stormy day.
Understand that travel time will be longer and there may be delays in the schedules in the
morning and afternoon. In the event of a delayed school opening, all trips are cancelled.

Should there be an early dismissal, contingency plans need to be made well in advance.
Parents should make arrangements with a family member or friend for emergency pick up
if students are dismissed early. Your child's teacher will contact you early in the year to
request that an emergency card be completed. The school must be notified of any changes
in the emergency information reported on the blue card. It is important that your “BLUE
EMERGENCY CONTACT CARD” is up to date. Please discuss contingency plans with your
children in case you are not available to pick them up from the teacher in the dismissal area.
Thank you for your cooperation!




Homework

All students will be assigned homework every night. It is important that you review your
child’s homework each day and look for any notes from the teacher/school that was sent
home.

Homework has always been recognized by the school community as an important medium
to foster the academic achievement of students and extend school activities into the home
and community. Homework assignments are given on a daily basis.

1. Value of homework:

a. Increase time spent on academic tasks, thus enhancing the academic
growth of students.

b. Enable parents and other family members to become familiar with the
education program of PS182 and to be aware of homework assignments.

c. Meet the needs of individual students through use of varied assignments.

d. Help to prepare students for class participation and to reorganize material
studied, so that new insights are developed.

e. Reinforce concepts taught in areas of academic need.

2. Objectives of Homework
a. Reinforce, extend and enrich skills and knowledge learned in school
b. Stimulate and further individual interest, thus forming a basis for
productive use of leisure time
c. Develop independent study skills to foster initiative, responsibility and self-
direction

Promotional Criteria

PS 182 follows the Chancellor’s Promotion Standard (Chancellor’s Regulation A-501).

Report Cards

Students receive report cards three (3) times a year. The cards/reports are part of your
child's permanent record. Report cards are distributed during the Parent Teacher
conference in November and March and on the last day of school.

If you have any concerns, call the school to arrange a meeting with your child's teacher(s).
Please use this as an opportunity to discuss your child's progress. In addition to these
reports, your child's teacher may contact or write to you in order to maintain a closer
alliance between the home and school.



Parent Coordinator

The PS 182 Parent Coordinator is available daily to meet with parents regarding any
concerns or questions that you may have regarding your child. A parent may request to
speak with the parent coordinator Monday - Friday.

The parent coordinator can also be a useful resource during the Middle School Application
Process. Parent Coordinators are resources for parents on many issues. The school
strongly encourages parents to communicate with the parent coordinators in schools.

Our Parent Coordinator is available to convey information about your child to school
administrators during school hours in an effort to seek a resolution to a problem or
concern.

Parent Volunteers

Public School 182 strongly encourages that each parent take an active role in their child’s
education. Parent volunteers can help in many ways. More importantly, the school needs
your help in supporting your children. If you are interested in volunteering at school
please contact the parent coordinator.



PARENT TIPS

Important Reading Comprehension skills, and some questions you can ask to reinforce them,
when your child reads at home.

It is recommended that each child read for 20-30 minutes per night in Grades K-2, and for one
half hour or more in the upper grades. You can sit with your child and have your child read
silently, but ask some of the following questions about his/her reading:

1.

Summarizing: Have the child retell the story, part of story, or chapter, depending on
the child’s reading level. Have them put it in their “own words”, and encourage
them to tell “the important parts” leaving out the unimportant details. A simple
question could be “What was the story about?”

Cause and Effect: You can practice this skill by asking your child. “Why did that
happen?” or “What caused to happen?” Also you can ask: “What
happened because of that?”

Main Idea: A child should be able to identify the main idea of a short story or non-
fiction article. A good way to practice finding the main idea would be to ask, “What
would be another good title for this story, etc.?” The main idea should tell what the

whole story is about, rather that just telling details about what happened.

Story Elements: A students should be able to identify the basic story elements of
what he/she is reading. Every story should have the following:

a. Setting: Where and when is the story taking place?

b. Characters: Who are the important people or animals in the story?

¢. Problem: What is the problem the characters are trying to solve?

d. Plot: What important events happen while they are trying to solve the

problem?
e. Resolution: How is the problem solved? What happens in the end?”

Sequencing: “In what order did the events of the story take place?” “What
happened first?” “What happened next?” “What happened before/after that?”
“What happened last?”

Fact vs. Opinion: Students should be able to tell whether a statement in a fiction or
non-fiction book is a fact -- or just someone’s opinion. Opinions are what people
think about something. Facts can be proven, by looking them up in an encyclopedia,
measuring, counting, etc.

Inferring: A child infers when he tells something about the story that the author
doesn’t come right out and say. This is a very hard skill for a child to master. They
must put facts or events from the story together with what they already know from
their own experience. Some good inference questions might be: “How do you think



10.

the character felt when that happened?” or “What did the character mean when he
said that?” “Drawing a Conclusion” is another way of making an inference.

Predicting: A good reader should always be thinking about what’s going to happen
next in a story. You can simply ask “What do you think will happen next?”” Do this at
various times throughout the story.

Comparing and Contrasting: Tell how some element of the story, or how two
characters, are “alike” and “different”. You can ask “Can you compare this story to
another story you have read? How is it the same? How is it different?”

Author’s Purpose: What was the author trying to do with this story or article?
“Was he/she trying to entertain you or make you laugh?” “Was he trying to teach you
about something?”



READS365

Activities to Promote Reading at Home
PreK — 2" Grade

Model positive reading habits
e Let your children see you read for pleasure.

e Share your excitement for reading with your kids. Talk about what you are reading and why
you’re reading it.
e Give books as presents for holidays or as rewards for special accomplishments.

Make reading part of regular family activities

e Schedule time into your daily/weekly schedule for the whole family to sit down and read.

e Take a trip to the local bookstore, or an online bookstore, and shop for books as a family.

e Visit the library as a family; help each other select books to read.

e Attend readings by favorite authors at local bookstores and libraries. If possible, purchase
the book and let your child get the author’s signature.

e Encourage older children to read to younger children (siblings, cousins, neighbors, and even
stuffed animals make great audience members).

Read aloud to each other

e Read your child’s favorite stories aloud to him/her.

e Let your child read aloud to you. Reading the same book multiple times is natural and
beneficial for new readers. You might also want to try reading a page to your child then ask
your child to read the same page back to you. Keep it fun or make it into a game.

® Practice the names of letters and the sounds the letters make. “Do you see the letter ‘b’ on
the page? What sound does that letter make?”

e Practice the sounds in words with your child. Young children often don’t hear all the sounds
that make up words. Use rhyming words: cat-> hat -> mat -> bat. Sound words out with your
child: “Where’s your book? B-b-b--0000-k.”

Create a reading environment in your home

e Set up a comfortable space in your home for reading, free from distractions like
TV/computer/games/phones. Placing pillows or cushions on the floor is an easy way to make
your regular space into a reading space.

e Have reading materials throughout your home and easily accessible to your children.

e Leave notes for your child in his/her lunch box or school bag, or around the house. There’s
no more purposeful reading than to read something that is written for them!

e Always bring a book to read on public transportation and when you anticipate having to wait
in a line (like at the doctor’s office).

e Create a special place for your children to keep their books in the home (a specific section of
a bookshelf, a box in their room, etc.)




Talk about books
e Atdinner, or other informal times, ask your children about the book they are reading.
e Use reading questions to have deeper conversations about books.
e Share your childhood memories about reading and books. Talk about your own favorite kid’s
books and authors, your struggles/successes with reading, etc.

Provide books aligned to your child’s interests
e Notice what your child is most interested in reading and provide them with more reading
materials on that topic/genre.
e Encourage relatives to give books as gifts. Suggest topics in which your child is interested.
e Ask a teacher or librarian for book suggestions—they usually know the new and popular
reading material for children of different ages.

If needed, provide some incentives for reading
e Allow kids to stay up past their bedtime (10-15 minutes) to finish reading a book or chapter.
e Allow kids to watch additional minutes of television in return for reading at home.
e Keep a list or chart of the books read, set a goal, and determine a special reward for meeting
that goal.

More magazine suggestions:
https://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E01230/Harvey Magazines.pdf




READS365

Activities to Promote Reading at Home
Grades 3-5

Model positive reading habits

Let your children see you read for pleasure.

Share your excitement for reading with your kids. Talk about what you are reading and why
you’re reading it.

Give books as presents for holidays or as rewards for special accomplishments.

Make reading part of regular family activities

Schedule time into your daily/weekly schedule for the whole family to sit down and read.
Take a trip to the local bookstore, or an online bookstore, and shop for books as a family.
Visit the library as a family; help each other select books to read.

Attend readings by favorite authors at local bookstores and libraries. If possible, purchase
the book and let your child get the author’s signature.

Encourage older children to read to younger children (siblings, cousins, neighbors, and even
stuffed animals make great audience members).

Read aloud to each other

Read your child’s favorite stories aloud to him/her.

Let your child read aloud to you. If his/her reading sounds choppy, practice the page several
times. Or, you read the page first, then ask your child to read the same page back to you.
Keep it fun or make it into a game.

Find materials to read aloud wherever you go: menus, advertisements, brochures, free
papers etc.

Create a reading environment in your home

Set up a comfortable space in your home for reading, free from distractions like
TV/computer/games/phones. Placing pillows or cushions on the floor is an easy way to make
your regular space into a reading space.

Have reading materials (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.) throughout your home and
easily accessible to your children

Subscribe to a children’s magazine and have the magazine sent directly to your child. Show
interest when it arrives: for example, “Show me your favorite article,” “I love that picture of
the sea lions.” Some popular magazines include: Highlights, Click, Ranger Rick, Sports
Illustrated for Kids, National Geographic Junior, Teen People, and J-14.

Use reading as a vehicle for learning. If your child is interested in flying a kite, read an article
on making a kite at home.

Leave notes for your child in his/her lunch box or school bag, or around the house. There’s no
more purposeful reading for children than to read something that is written especially for
them!

Ask relatives and friends that don’t live near you to send letters or emails to your child.




e Always bring a book to read on public transportation and when you anticipate having to wait
in a line (like at the doctor’s office).
When traveling, buy bookmarks as souvenirs (they’re inexpensive and promote reading!)
Create a special place for your children to keep their books in the home (a specific section of
a bookshelf, a box in their room, etc.).

Talk about books
e Atdinner, or other informal times, ask your children about the book they are reading.
e Use reading questions to have deeper conversations about books.
e Share your childhood memories about reading and books. Talk about your own favorite kid’s
books and authors, your struggles/successes with reading, etc.

Provide books aligned to your child’s interests
e Notice what your child is most interested in reading and provide them with more reading
materials on that topic/genre.
e Encourage relatives to give books as gifts. Suggest topics in which your child is interested.
® Ask ateacher or librarian for book suggestions—they usually know the new and popular
reading material for children of different ages.

If needed, provide some incentives for reading
e Allow kids to stay up past their bedtime (10-15 minutes) to finish reading a book or chapter.
e Allow kids to watch additional minutes of television in return for reading at home.
o Keep a list or chart of the books read, set a goal, and determine a special reward for meeting
that goal.

With parents as our partners, we can create a secure and enriched learning environment
for the children in our community to thrive. Thank you for the privilege of educating your
child/ren.

Enrichment Activities that Enhance Our Curriculum

* Education through Music Program
o Vocal/Instrumental Music Program
o Orchestra
o Music Explorations (K-2)
o Select Chorus (Grades 3-5)
* Student Performances
o Holiday Concert
o Spring Concert
o Breakfast with the Orchestra
o Orchestra Performance
* Studio in a School
o Long Term Director’s Site Program (Grades 3-5)
o Early Childhood Residencies (Grades PK- Grade 2)
o Student Art Show
* Inside Broadway Theater Program (Grades 3-5)




o Student Theater Program
o Student Performance
o Inside the Magic Field Trips
o Professional Performance at School
* Professional Performances
* Program Partnership with Ballet Tech
* Book of the Month
o Character Education
*  Word of the Week
* Monthly Student Assembly
* Monthly Field Trip
* Culture of the Month
* Current Events
* 100 Book Challenge Independent Reading Program
o Classroom Libraries
o Theme Libraries
* Technology
o Laptop Carts
o Smartboards in all classrooms
o Desktop Computers in all classrooms

Communication is the most important element in creating a positive school culture. A
successful school community includes students, staff, teachers and parents. We look
forward to working with you and your child(ren).



