Department of Education

City of New York
THE DAVID A. STEIN RIVERDALE/KINGSBRIDGE ACADEMY

    660 West 237th Street, Bronx, New York 10463                        Telephone (718) 796-8516            Fax (718) 796-8657

    Principal                                                                                                                                        Assistant Principals
    Lori O’Mara            









 Stacy Miller












 Subhas Mohan

                                                                                                                                                                              Phylis Shulman

                                                                           






 Johanna Tramantano
Incoming 6th Grade Assignment

Dear Incoming 6th Graders,

We are so excited that you are joining us at RKA in September!  Since reading and writing are essential skills in all subjects, we are asking that you choose a book to read, and then write about it.  There are ten questions (including a visualization) that you are required to answer.  

Please choose a book that you will enjoy reading.  That book should be at your skill level, and should not be one that you have read before.  We hope that by choosing a book you enjoy, you will spend some delightful time this summer with wonderful characters, glorious settings, and go places you have never been before.  Books are a great way to escape, learn, and see the world through the eyes of others.

Attached is your assignment.  It is due the first week of school and will count as your first Literacy grade.

If you have any questions, please email me at Jdavid4@schools.nyc.gov
Sincerely,

Johanna Tramantano

Assistant Principal

Name _____________________________________

Date________________________________
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Reading Response Form (30 Points)
Directions:
Answer the following questions thoughtfully and in complete sentences.  Continue your answers 

on loose-leaf if additional space is necessary.  You must complete at least one form every month!

1. What is the title of your book? _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who is the author of this book? ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Into which genre would you categorize this book (examples include nonfiction, science fiction, mystery, realistic fiction, fantasy, historical fiction, poetry, horror, myth, biography, etc.)?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Write a brief summary of your book.  Be sure to describe the main events and most important characters!

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Comment on the plot of this book.  This is your chance to voice your opinion on the story itself.  

Use the questions below to get your thoughts flowing.  You may choose to answer a couple or write your own response.

(How quickly or slowly did the author move the plot?  Was it gradual enough to hold the reader’s interest?  Was there too much action and not enough character development?  Did the story seem true to life or unrealistic?  Were the circumstances believable?  Could you see, feel and hear the story happening?  Was there too much description?  Not enough? As you read, was there anything that surprised you?  If this book is nonfiction, what did you learn?  What surprised you?)

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

6. Comment on the characters in this book.  What lasting impressions did they make on you?

Use the questions below to get your thoughts flowing.  You may choose to answer a couple or write your own response.

(How were the characters introduced and developed?  How were their moods, actions and thoughts depicted?  Could you enter the characters’ minds and hearts, and see through their eyes?  Did you care about the characters?  Did you care about what happened to them?  Did the characters remind you of people in your own life?  Could you relate to any of the characters?  Who was your favorite character and why?  If this book is nonfiction, how do the facts, situations, or people relate to your life today?) 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

7. Question what you read!  Active readers wonder about things and ask themselves questions as they read.  Good questions show that a reader is thinking.  What questions occurred to you as you read this book?

(What thick questions might you want to discuss with others who have read this book?  Is there anything that you don’t understand?  Is there anything that was confusing?  Do you wonder, “What if . . .?”  If you could ask any character a question, what would it be?  If you could ask the author a question, what would it be?)

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

8. Identify key passages!  As we read, certain words phrases or paragraphs should stand out as being especially important to the story.  Maybe they are words or phrases that make an impression because of their sound, or maybe the meaning or image they make strikes us.  Perhaps they are parts that represent the climax of the story or a turning point in a character’s life.  Share two or three important passages (quotes from the book, including the page number) and explain their significance in the story.  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

9. Define unfamiliar words!  Identify five challenging words from this book and look up their meanings in a dictionary.  If you cannot identify five words that are unfamiliar to you, define words that you believe may be challenging to your fellow sixth graders.

	Word and Page
	Part of Speech

(noun, adjective, verb, adverb, etc.)
	Dictionary Definition

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


10. Sketch a mental image!  Active readers visualize what they read, as if a movie is playing in their minds.  Use the space below to draw a mental image that you pictured as you read this book.  Include a quote from the book that supports your drawing.  Briefly describe your drawing below in one or two sentences.

Description of Drawing: _____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Grading Rubric for 6th Grade Monthly Reading Response Form

· Questions 1 – 3 are worth up to two points each.  Only 1 point will be awarded for answers that are not written in complete sentences!

· Questions 4 – 8 and 10 are worth up to three points each, to be graded as follows:

	Excellent!

3 Points
	Good

2 Points
	Needs Improvement

1 Point
	Unacceptable

0 Points

	· Response is highly detailed and thoughtful.  Response proves that student read the entire book.

· Personal thoughts, interpretations and insights are included in response.

· Response is free of errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation.  


	· Response is fairly detailed and thoughtful.  May need more evidence that entire book was read.

· Some personal thoughts are included in response.

· Response contains some errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
	· Response is not highly detailed or thoughtful.  Answers are basic and appear to be rushed.

· Personal thoughts are minimal.  Response is mainly plot summary.

· Repetitive errors.
	· Response is incomplete or otherwise unacceptable.

· Response contains little personal thought.  May not appear to be original work.

· Repetitive errors.


· Each definition in Question 9 is worth up to one point, for a total of 5 points.

· One point will be awarded for a correct heading.
Good luck and happy reading!
