Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy

Summer Reading Assignment for Incoming College Writing Class
Dear Students,

In preparation for this class, select one text to read from the following list.  Then, write a 1-2 page typed analysis of the speech or essay.  In your essay, you may want to consider:

· The central ideas in the text, and how those ideas are developed.

· The tone of the piece and the writer’s use of key words.

· The author’s use of specific examples, repetition, or other literary devices.

· The intended audience and how the audience might feel after reading it.

You might consider a text from the following list, or a comparable essay of your own choice (all of the following essays are available online).

· Self-Reliance, by Ralph Waldo Emerson

· The Inaugural Address of John F. Kennedy
· I Have a Dream, by Martin Luther King, Jr.

These are just some examples—feel free to do some research and select an appropriate, interesting essay/speech of your own to analyze!  

Make sure your essay follows the following conventions:

· 12 pt, Times New Roman font

· Double-spaced

· MLA format

· Use textual support when applicable

Rubric

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction (Organization)
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper.

	Sources (Content)
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly.
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and most are cited correctly.
	Most sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly.
	Many sources used for quotes and facts are less than credible (suspect) and/or are not cited correctly.

	Capitalization & Punctuation (Conventions)
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read.
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read.
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader\'s attention and interrupt the flow.
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader\'s attention and greatly interrupt the flow.

	Focus on Topic (Content)
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information.
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general.
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information.
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information.


