 
Activity: Common Core-Aligned Pedagogy for Literacy (60 minutes)
Outcome:
Participants will make connections between the Common Core in ELA/Literacy and the pedagogy to support student achievement of these expectations of the standards. 

Guiding Question:
· What does Common Core-aligned pedagogy look like?

Materials:
Common Core Writing Standard 1 (grades 6 and 7)
Danielson (2011) Framework for Teaching Competencies 1e, 3b, 3d
Note-taking guide
Chart paper

Facilitation Notes:
1. Introduction. (1 minutes). Facilitator explains that participants will do the following during this activity:

· Trace the trajectory of Writing Standard 1 for grades 5 through 7
· Analyze what the standard requires students to know and be able to do 
· Identify pedagogical moves that support learning
· Create “look-fors” of CC-aligned pedagogy by competency

2. Trace trajectory of the standard across grades. (9 minutes). Participants read the anchor for writing standard 1 and the grade 5-specific standard, and trace the progression across grades 6 and 7, noting differences.

3. Analyze what the standard requires of students. (5 minutes). With the progression of standards in mind, participants note what each part of the standard requires students to know and be able to do. Facilitator should encourage participants to be as specific as possible when creating this list.

4. Identify pedagogical moves that support learning. (15 minutes). In small groups, participants identify pedagogical moves to provide students with opportunities to build the knowledge and skills needed to meet the requirements of the standard. Participants may include more than one pedagogical move for an item in the “know and be able to do” column and do not have to identify strategies for each item.   

5.    Review selected Danielson competencies and align to pedagogical moves.  (15 minutes). In the same small groups, participants review competencies 1e, 3b and 3d and determine where and whether the listed pedagogical moves align. 

6. Create “look-fors” of CC-aligned pedagogy by competency. (10 minutes). Participants craft look-fors for each competency that relate to writing standard 1. Some of the moves already recorded can serve as look-fors; in other cases, participants may need to make changes in order to reflect effective or highly effective practice according to the rubric.

The look-fors should be specific, observable actions that could be evidence of effective or highly effective practice according to the rubric. Participants share and facilitator charts.

	1e— Designing Coherent Instruction
	3b—Questioning and Discussion Techniques
	3d—Using Assessment in Instruction

	

	
	



7. Reflection. (5 minutes). Participants reflect upon the usefulness of thinking about pedagogy in the context of the Common Core using the following questions as a guide:
· Did examining the trajectory of one standard and then thinking about the related student and teacher moves deepen your understanding of the standard and/or the connection between the Common Core and pedagogy? If so, how? If not, why not?
· Did aligning pedagogical moves to selected Danielson competencies and crafting specific look-fors help you make connections between the Common Core and teacher effectiveness components of the citywide instructional expectations? If so, how? If not, why not?
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