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Welcome to the NCUST Excellence in Urban Education Awards program!  

We are excited to have you join us in our 2012 program to recognize some of the best urban 
schools in the nation! We encourage schools to self-nominate, or a district may nominate one or 
more high-performing urban schools for the Excellence Award.  Applications may be submitted 
individually or in a group. 

This year there are four categories of schools—elementary (no higher than Grade 6), middle (no 
higher than Grade 9), high (no lower than Grade 9), and alternative schools. We ask that each 
school submit an application in only one category. 

All questions in the application are required, and only those schools with eligible answers for 
every question will be entered into the competition. There is information after most questions 
about the required criteria needed to be eligible. 

The application is designed to give each school the opportunity to review student data and other 
indicators of excellence. We hope that you find the process worthwhile. 

Sincerely, 

 
Executive Director  
The National Center for Urban School Transformation 
 

2012 Award Winner’s Recognition Package 
Winners of the 2012 Excellence in Urban Education Award will be announced on the NCUST 
website at the beginning of March 2012.  No more than five schools will be awarded in each 
category (elementary, middle, high, and alternative). The winners will be recognized in San 
Diego, CA at the NCUST Symposium on May 24th and 25th, 2012. The prize package includes:  

• A $2,500 check for each winning school! 
• Opportunity for winning-school students to enter the NCUST essay contest and win 

exciting prizes and a trip to the NCUST Symposium in San Diego  
• Travel expenses for the principal and the district superintendent to attend the 

National Excellence in Urban Education Symposium May 23-25, 2012 
• A large award banner for indoor or outdoor display 
• A framed certificate acknowledging the school’s distinction 
• Detailed profile on the NCUST Website and link to the winning school’s website 

 
Questions?  
If you have questions about the application or the application process, please e-mail your 
questions to ncust@mail.sdsu.edu  or call 619-594-8255.  Please note that applications must be 
received at NCUST by 5:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time on November 18, 2011 in order to ensure 
consideration.  Submission information is provided on the following page. 

mailto:ncust@mail.sdsu.edu�
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 Application Process  
The application includes two important parts—the written application and a video submission.  

Written Application 

The cover page (page 1) provides essential information that will enable NCUST to contact 
appropriate persons throughout the application process.  The demographic profile (page 2) 
contains information that is helpful to NCUST in understanding more about the applicant 
school; however, these data are not used to determine eligibility for the Excellence in Urban 
Education Award. The questions to be answered by all schools (pages 3-15) are 14 items that 
will help determine if a school meets the minimum eligibility criteria to be considered for an 
Excellence in Urban Education Award.  The questions to be answered by each type of school 
(pages 16-22) include items specific to elementary, middle, high, and alternative schools. The 
certification page (page 23) requires signatures that assure all information submitted in the 
application is true and accurate.  

Video Submission 

In addition to the written application, all applicant schools must submit a DVD with video clips 
of two lessons that are representative of the highest quality instruction that occurs at your 
school.  The video submission will let the NCUST evaluation team view examples of excellent 
instruction to help determine which schools should be considered as finalists. See more 
detailed information about the video submission below. The DVD should include at least 10 
minutes, but not more than 30 minutes from each lesson and should clearly state the grade 
level being taught, the subject area being addressed, and the specific student objective(s) for 
each lesson.  Please send the DVD and the video cover sheet (page 24) to NCUST along with the 
paper copy of the application by the due date (11/18/2011). 

Selection and Recognition 

NCUST Honor Roll  

In January 2012 applicants that meet all the eligibility criteria for their school’s category will be 
recognized as a 2012 High-Performing Honor Roll School on the NCUST website and will receive 
an NCUST Certificate for meeting the rigorous 2012 high-performing urban school criteria.   

Finalist Selection and Validation Site Visits 

By January 6, 2012 NCUST will identify as finalists no more than 25 Honor Roll schools that 
show the highest levels of achievement for all students served.  An NCUST team will visit all 
finalist schools from January through March 2012 to validate the data provided in the 
application, acquire additional evidence, and study the practices that contribute to the school’s 
success.  In order to receive finalist recognition and a site visit, each finalist school principal 
must commit to presenting a session May 24th or 25th, 2012 at the NCUST Excellence in Urban 
Education Symposium in San Diego, CA, if invited to do so. The trip to the Symposium is part of 
the recognition package for the winners of the 2012 Excellence in Urban Education Award. 
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2012 Excellence in Urban Education Application 
Submission Instructions 

 
Applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time on Friday, 
November 18, 2011 to ensure consideration.  

 

We request that you submit your completed application by two methods.   

1. Please mail a packet including:  

              Cover Sheet 

              Paper copy of the completed application (only those sections that apply to your school) 

              Certification Page with original signatures 

              DVD cover sheet 

              DVD of sample lessons 

To: 

National Center for Urban School Transformation  

San Diego State University  

4283 El Cajon Blvd., Suite 100  

San Diego, Ca 92105  

 

i2. Please send an electronic file of the completed application as an e-mail 
attachment to:  

ncust@mail.sdsu.edu  

 
(Please do not attempt to send video clips via e-mail as they may overload the server). 

(Please do not include photographs in your application. If you are selected as a finalist we will 
request photographs for our website and publications separately). 

 

mailto:ncust@mail.sdsu.edu�
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Application Cover Page 
  

NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT:  

NAME OF SCHOOL BEING NOMINATED:  

SCHOOL ADDRESS:    

CITY:  

STATE:  

ZIP CODE:  

MAIN SCHOOL TELEPHONE:  

NAME AND POSITION OF MAIN CONTACT 
PERSON: 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

PRINCIPAL’S NAME:  
(IF OTHER THAN CONTACT PERSON) 

 

PRINCIPAL’S PHONE:  

PRINCIPAL’S E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

YEAR CURRENT PRINCIPAL BECAME 
PRINCIPAL AT THIS SCHOOL: 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S NAME:  

SUPERINTENDENT’S PHONE:  

SUPERINTENDENT’S EMAIL:  

PRINCIPAL’S SUPERVISOR  
(IF OTHER THAN SUPT.)  
NAME AND POSITION:  

 

PRINCIPAL'S SUPERVISOR PHONE:  

PRINCIPAL'S SUPERVISOR EMAIL:  

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE PHONE:  

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE EMAIL:  
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Demographic Profile of the High-Performing Urban School 
 
1.  NAME OF SCHOOL BEING NOMINATED: 
 
2.  IS THE SCHOOL NOMINATED A CHARTER SCHOOL? YES                   NO           

3.  THIS SCHOOL IS NOMINATED TO COMPETE IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORY: (CHOOSE ONE) 
__ ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

(The school serves no 
grade higher than  

Grade 6.) 

__ MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(The school serves no 

grade higher than 
 Grade 9.) 

__ HIGH SCHOOL 
(The highest grade at the 

school is grade  
10 or above.) 

__ ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 
(The school primarily 
serves students whose 
academic, social, or 
emotional needs are often 
not met in typical schools.) 

 
4.  TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS ENROLLED FOR EACH OF THE PAST THREE YEARS 
2009-10:  2010-11: 2011-12: 
5.  GRADES SERVED FOR EACH OF THE PAST THREE YEARS 
2009-10:  2010-11:  2011-12:  
6.  CURRENT STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP 2011-12 
(Please rename, add, or omit categories to fit your 
district or state.) 

NUMBER PERCENTAGE 

ASIAN   
PACIFIC ISLANDER   
BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN   
LATINO OR HISPANIC   
MULTI-RACIAL   
NATIVE AMERICAN   
WHITE OR CAUCASIAN   
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)   
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)   
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS   
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES   
 
7.   TOTAL SCHOOL TITLE I ALLOCATION OVER 2 YEARS 2010-11:   $ 2011-12:   $ 

8.   TOTAL PER PUPIL EXPENDITURES (ALL SOURCES) 2010-11:   $ 2011-12:   $ 

9.   TOTAL # OF CERTIFICATED/CREDENTIALED STAFF 2010-11:   2011-12:    

10. TOTAL # OF SCHOOL STAFF (ALL CATEGORIES) 2010-11:    2011-12:    
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Part 1: Questions to be Answered by All Schools 

1. Does the school use selective admissions criteria?  

a. Does the school require all new students to meet academic criteria (e.g., grade point 
averages, test scores, academic portfolio scores) in order to obtain or retain admission?     
YES                    NO   

If the answer to a. is “no,” the school meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 1b. 

b. Does the school have any programs that require students to meet academic criteria 
(e.g., grade point averages, test scores, academic portfolio scores) in order to obtain or 
retain admission?     YES                   NO   

If so, what percentages of students are enrolled in those programs?    _____%   

PLEASE EXPLAIN: 

 

In general, schools with selective admissions criteria will not be eligible to be considered for 
the Excellence in Urban Education Award. In situations where small percentages of students 
are admitted on a selective basis, NCUST will determine eligibility on an individual basis. If 
the answer to a. is “no,” or a “yes” answer is explained as described above, the school meets 
this eligibility requirement. Go to question 1c.  

c. Are students less likely to be admitted or retained if their academic performances are at 
lower levels than other students?     YES                   NO    

If the answer to c. is “no,” the school meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 2. 

2.  Is the city in which the school is located considered urban?  

Is the school located in a city with a population greater than 50,000?       YES                   NO   

If “yes,” the school meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 3. 

3.  Did a high percentage of the school’s students demonstrate proficiency in either 
English language arts, reading, writing, mathematics, science, and/or social 
studies?  

a. Some states aggregate student performance on state assessments into a numeric index 
score. If your state aggregates assessment results into a numeric index score: 

i. What was the school’s performance index score based on 2010-11 data? _______  

ii. What was the school’s performance index score based on 2009-10 data? _______ 

If the school’s performance index score is higher than the statewide average performance index 
score for both years, the school meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 4. 
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If your state does not aggregate assessment results into a single numeric index score, write NA 
next to questions 3.a. above and go to question 3.b. 

3. b. Please list the percentage of students performing at the proficient or advanced levels 
on the state assessment used for school accountability purposes for 2010-11 (Table A) and 
2009-2010 (Table B). Leave blank any grades or subject tests not applicable to your school. 

TABLE A: STATE ASSESSMENT PERFORMANCE FOR 2010-11 

  % PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
ENGLISH  

LANGUAGE ARTS  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
READING  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
WRITING  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
MATH  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
SCIENCE  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 
SOCIAL STUDIES  

GRADE 2        

GRADE 3       

GRADE 4        

GRADE 5        

GRADE 6        

GRADE 7        

GRADE 8        

GRADE 9        

GRADE 10        

GRADE 11        

GRADE 12        

 TOTAL SCHOOL       

TABLE B: STATE ASSESSMENT PERFORMANCE FOR 2009-10 
GRADE 2        

GRADE 3        

GRADE 4        

GRADE 5        

GRADE 6        

GRADE 7        

GRADE 8        

GRADE 9        

GRADE 10        

GRADE 11        

GRADE 12        

TOTAL SCHOOL        
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Using data from your state education agency, NCUST evaluators will determine the statewide 
average percentage of students proficient or advanced in each grade level and subject area. If 
the percentage of students listed in two or more of the grade-level cells or one or more of the 
school-wide average cells for both of  the past two years exceeds the statewide percentage of 
students demonstrating proficiency for the same grade levels and subject areas, the school 
meets this eligibility requirement.  

Go to question 4. 

Note: Alternative schools’ assessment results will be compared with those of other alternative 
schools in the state. Alternative schools meet this eligibility requirement if the percentage of 
students listed in two or more of the grade-level cells, or one or more of the school-wide 
average cells for both of the past two years exceeds the statewide percentage of students 
demonstrating proficiency among all students attending alternative schools. Go to question 4.  

 

4.  Did the school maintain a rate of average daily attendance equal to or greater 
than 92 percent?  

a. What was the average percentage of students in attendance in 2010-11? _______  

b. What was the average percentage of students in attendance in 2009-10? _______  

If the answer to both questions is 92 percent or higher, the school meets this eligibility 
requirement.  

Go to question 5.  



National Center for Urban School Transformation 
Excellence in Urban Education Award Application 
School Name: __________________________ District Name: ___________________________ 

 2 0 1 2  N C U S T  A P P L I C A T I O N                       w w w . n c u s t . o r g  
 

PAGE 6 

5.  Are there high rates of academic proficiency for every demographic group?  

If your state aggregates assessment results for demographic groups into a numeric index score, 
please complete Table C.  If not, please complete Table D. 

TABLE C:  PERFORMANCE INDEX SCORES FOR DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS FOR 2010-11 
(Please rename, add, or omit categories 
to fit your district or state.) 

NUMBER ENROLLED  
IN TESTED GRADES 

2010-11  
PERFORMANCE INDEX SCORE 

ASIAN   
PACIFIC ISLANDER   
BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN   
LATINO OR HISPANIC   
MULTI-RACIAL   
NATIVE AMERICAN   
WHITE OR CAUCASIAN   
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)   
FREE/REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH   
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS   
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES   

If the performance index score for each group is higher than the statewide average performance 
index score for all students, the school meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 6.  

TABLE D:  DISAGGREGATED STATE ASSESSMENT DATA FOR DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS FOR 2010-11 
Please complete the first column with the number of students enrolled in each demographic 
group for the grades tested. If the number in the first column is less than 10 in a demographic 
group, do not complete the remainder of the row.  For all others, please fill in the entire row. 

 (Please rename, add, or 
omit categories to fit your 
district or state.) 

 # ENROLLED 
IN TESTED 

GRADES  

% PROFICIENT 
OR ADV. IN 

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE ARTS  

% 
PROFICIENT 

OR ADV. IN 
READING   

% 
PROFICIENT 

OR ADV. IN 
WRITING 

% 
PROFICIENT 

OR ADV. IN 
MATH  

% 
PROFICIENT 

OR ADV. IN 
SCIENCE  

% PROFICIENT 
OR ADV. IN 

SOCIAL 
STUDIES  

ASIAN        
PACIFIC ISLANDER        
BLACK /AFRICAN AMERICAN        
LATINO OR HISPANIC        
MULTI-RACIAL        
NATIVE AMERICAN        
WHITE OR CAUCASIAN        
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)        
FREE/REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH        
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS        
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES        
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If the percentage of proficient and advanced students in all groups with 50 or more students is 
higher than the statewide average for all students in at least two subject areas, the school 
meets this eligibility requirement. Go to question 6. 

6.  Is there evidence of high achievement among English language learners?  
Please complete Tables E1 and E2.  Do not complete a row if there are fewer than 10 students. 

TABLE E1: DISAGGREGATED 2-YEAR STATE ASSESSMENT DATA FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS  
  NUMBER OF ENGLISH LEARNERS  % OF ENGLISH LEARNERS WHO ADVANCED TO A  

HIGHER LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY WITH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 2009-10 2010-11 2009-10 2010-11 

GRADE K     

GRADE 1     
GRADE 2     
GRADE 3      
GRADE 4      
GRADE 5      
GRADE 6      
GRADE 7      
GRADE 8      
GRADE 9      
GRADE 10      
GRADE 11      

GRADE 12      

TOTAL     

TABLE E2: DISAGGREGATED 2-YEAR STATE ASSESSMENT DATA FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS  
  % PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE ARTS  

% PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED IN 

READING  

% PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED IN 

WRITING  

% PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED IN 

MATH  

% PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED IN 

SCIENCE  

% PROFICIENT OR 
ADVANCED IN  

SOCIAL STUDIES  

 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 

GRADE 2             
GRADE 3             
GRADE 4              
GRADE 5              
GRADE 6              
GRADE 7              
GRADE 8              
GRADE 9              
GRADE 10              
GRADE 11              
GRADE 12              
TOTAL             
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Go to question 7. 

7.  Is there evidence of high achievement among students with disabilities (SWD)?  
Please complete Tables F1 and F2.  Do not complete a row if there are fewer than 10 students. 

TABLE F1: DISAGGREGATED 2-YEAR STATE ASSESSMENT DATA FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES  
  NUMBER OF SWD 

 ENROLLED IN THE SCHOOL 
% OF SWD WHO ADVANCED TO A  

HIGHER PERFORMANCE LEVEL IN 2010-11 
 2009-10 2010-11 READING MATHEMATICS 

GRADE K     
GRADE 1     
GRADE 2     
GRADE 3      
GRADE 4      

GRADE 5      

GRADE 6      

GRADE 7      
GRADE 8      
GRADE 9      
GRADE 10      
GRADE 11      
GRADE 12      
TOTAL     

TABLE F2: DISAGGREGATED 2-YEAR STATE ASSESSMENT DATA FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
  % PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE ARTS  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 

READING  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 

WRITING  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 

MATH  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN 

SCIENCE  

% PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED IN  
SOCIAL STUDIES  

 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 09-10 10-11 

GRADE 2             
GRADE 3             
GRADE 4              
GRADE 5              
GRADE 6              
GRADE 7              
GRADE 8              
GRADE 9              
GRADE 10              
GRADE 11              
GRADE 12              
TOTAL             
For items 6 and 7 above, minimum performance levels have not been specified. NCUST 
evaluators will examine the amount of year-to-year growth in English acquisition for English 
Learners and the percentage of students with disabilities who advanced to a higher level.   
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The evaluators will also compare the state subject-area test data for English learners and 
students with disabilities with the statewide percentages of all students proficient or above in 
each subject area. Schools selected as finalists will demonstrate higher levels of performance 
than schools not selected as finalists.    

Go to question 8. 

8.  Were suspensions and expulsions rare for each demographic group of 
students?  

Please complete Table G by providing the total number of students enrolled in 2010-11 in each 
demographic group; the total number of out-of-school suspensions for each demographic 
group; and the total number of expulsions for each demographic group.   

In the last column, compute the total number of days students from the demographic group 
were out of school because of suspensions or expulsions.  In the bottom row, please give 
school-wide totals.   

Caution: Do not add each column to determine school-wide totals, because students may be 
counted in more than one group (e.g., a student could be Asian and also an English language 
learner).  

TABLE G:  SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION RATES FOR 2010-11 
(Please rename, add, or omit categories 
to fit your district or state.) 

NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS ENROLLED 
IN THE SCHOOL 

 NUMBER OF DAYS 

OF OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
SUSPENSIONS  

NUMBER OF 

DAYS OF 
EXPULSIONS 

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENT 

DAYS LOST TO SUSPENSIONS 
OR EXPULSIONS 

ASIAN     
PACIFIC ISLANDER     
BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN     
LATINO OR HISPANIC     
MULTI-RACIAL     
NATIVE AMERICAN     
WHITE OR CAUCASIAN     
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)     
FREE/REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH     
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS     
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES     
TOTAL SCHOOL     
 
For every demographic group listed and the total school, if the total number of student days lost 
to suspensions and expulsions in the last column is less than the total number of students 
enrolled in the first column, the school meets this eligibility requirement.  

Go to question 9. 
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9. Did your school achieve adequate yearly progress (AYP) (as defined by your 
state education agency)?   

a. Did your school achieve AYP based on 2010-11 data?     YES ___         NO ___  

If not, please list the state established objectives the school did not meet such as, “Did not 
meet requirements for 1) the percentage of English learners proficient in reading, and 2) the 
percentage of students with disabilities proficient in mathematics.” 

2010-2011 CRITERIA NOT MET: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Did your school achieve AYP based on 2009-10 data?     YES ___         NO ___  

If not, please list the state established objectives the school did not meet such as, “Did not 
meet requirements for 1) the percentage of English learners proficient in reading, and 2) the 
percentage of students with disabilities proficient in mathematics.” 

2009-2010 CRITERIA NOT MET: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCUST will give priority consideration to schools that met all Adequate Yearly Progress 
criteria; however, attaining AYP is not an eligibility requirement to be considered for a 
2012 Excellence in Urban Education Award. 

Go to question 10. 
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10. What evidence suggests that your school is achieving excellence in science, 
technology, engineering, and/or mathematics education (STEM)?  

Each school must present evidence that their students are developing strong levels of academic 
success in science, technology, engineering, and/or mathematics.  This evidence might include 
the percentage of students demonstrating proficiency on state assessments in mathematics or 
science.  It might also include the percentage of students participating in or completing rigorous 
classes/programs designed to build strong knowledge and skills in STEM, the percentage of 
students participating in extra-curricular activities related to STEM fields, the percentage of 
students participating in district or state-level competitions related to STEM fields, the 
performance of students in STEM-related competitions, or other evidence of accomplishment. 

In the space below please list the evidence that your school is achieving excellence in science, 
technology, engineering, and or mathematics education (STEM).  To the extent possible, 
quantify the evidence in ways that indicate the number or percentage of students who are 
achieving excellence in STEM-related areas and/or quantify the level of excellence achieved. 

EVIDENCE OF EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to question 11. 
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11. What evidence might a visitor to your school see that would be indicative of the 
quality and rigor of curriculum used throughout your school?  

Please answer in one page or less. Please write out acronyms and describe programs that 
might not be common to all schools across the nation. 

EVIDENCE OF RIGOROUS, HIGH-QUALITY CURRICULUM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to question 12. 
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12. What evidence might a visitor to your school see that would be indicative of the 
interesting, engaging instruction provided by educators throughout your 
school?  

Please answer in one page or less. Please write out acronyms and describe programs that 
might not be common to all schools across the nation. 

EVIDENCE OF INTERESTING, ENGAGING INSTRUCTION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to question 13. 
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13. What evidence might a visitor to your school see that would be indicative of 
positive school culture with excellent relationships among students, teachers, 
support staff, parents, and the various members of the school community?  

Please answer in one page or less. Please write out acronyms and describe programs that 
might not be common to all schools across the nation. 

EVIDENCE OF POSITIVE SCHOOL CULTURE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to question 14. 
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14. Is there other strong of academic and/or extracurricular excellence?  

Please provide a bulleted list of other academic or extra-curricular accomplishments or 
distinctions earned by the school.  Examples might include awards, growth data from state 
assessments, percentages of students completing rigorous courses of study, awards for 
teaching excellence, or awards earned for school-wide excellence in academic disciplines, 
art, music, drama, career and technical education, or physical education.  

Please answer in one page or less. Please write out acronyms and describe programs that 
might not be common to all schools across the nation. 

OTHER EVIDENCE OF EXCELLENCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS COMPLETES THE QUESTIONS FOR ALL SCHOOLS. NOW GO TO THE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS FOR THE 
TYPE OF SCHOOL BEING NOMINATED—ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, HIGH, AND ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS. 
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Part 2.1: Additional Questions for Elementary Schools 
Elementary schools (schools in which the highest grade is 6th grade or below) please answer the 
following questions.  

1. What percentage of students met either eligibility criteria for free- or reduced-
price lunch or the low-income criteria used by your state education agency?  

What number and percentage of students meet free- or reduced-price lunch or state low-
income criteria? 

a. Based on 2011-12 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

b. Based on 2010-11 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____%  

c. Based on 2009-10 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

If the percentages listed in a, b, and c are equal to or greater than 60%, the school meets 
this eligibility requirement. Go to question 2. 

2. What evidence suggests that elementary school students from this school are 
successful when they advance to middle school grades?    

Each elementary school applicant must present evidence that its students achieve strong 
levels of academic success in middle school.  This evidence might include the percentage of 
students enrolled in advanced or honors classes at feeder middle schools, the percentage of 
students who pass all courses in their first year at middle school, or similar evidence of 
academic success beyond elementary school. 

Please describe the evidence that suggests that your students achieve academic success 
when they advance to middle school.  To the extent possible, quantify the evidence to 
indicate the number or percentage of students who are achieving academic success in 
middle school and/or quantify the level of academic success achieved. 

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS COMPLETES THE APPLICATION FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. PLEASE GO TO PAGE 23 FOR THE 
REQUIRED FORMS TO SUBMIT WITH YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION. THANK YOU! 
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Part 2.2: Additional Questions for Middle Schools 
Middle schools (schools in which the highest grade is 9th grade or below) please answer the 
following questions: 

1. What percentage of students met either eligibility criteria for free- or reduced-
price lunch or the low-income criteria used by your state education agency?  

What number and percentage of students meet free- or reduced-price lunch or state low-
income criteria? 

a. Based on 2011-12 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

b. Based on 2010-11 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____%  

c. Based on 2009-10 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

If the percentages listed in a, b, and c are equal to or greater than 50%, the school meets 
this eligibility requirement. Go to question 2. 

2. What evidence suggests that middle school students from this school are 
successful when they advance to high school?    

Each middle school applicant must present evidence that its students achieve strong levels 
of academic success in high school.  This evidence might include the percentage of students 
enrolled in advanced or honors classes at feeder high schools, the percentage of students 
who pass all courses in their first year at high school, or similar evidence of academic 
success beyond middle school. 

Please describe the evidence that suggests that your students achieve academic success 
when they advance to high school.  To the extent possible, quantify the evidence to indicate 
the number or percentage of students who are achieving academic success in high school 
and/or quantify the level of academic success achieved. 

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS IN HIGH SCHOOL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS COMPLETES THE APPLICATION FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLS. PLEASE GO TO PAGE 23 FOR THE 
REQUIRED FORMS TO SUBMIT WITH YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION. THANK YOU! 
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Part 2.3: Additional Questions for High Schools 
High schools (schools in which the highest grade at the school is 10th grade or above) please 
answer the following questions: 

1. What percentage of students met either eligibility criteria for free- or reduced-
price lunch or the low-income criteria used by your state education agency?  

What number and percentage of students meet free- or reduced-price lunch or state low-
income criteria? 

a. Based on 2011-12 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

b. Based on 2010-11 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____%  

c. Based on 2009-10 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

If the percentages listed in a, b, and c are equal to or greater than 40%, the school meets 
this eligibility requirement. Go to question 2. 

2. What number and percentage of first-year high school students were promoted 
prior to the start of the current school year?   

Each high school must present the number of its 2010-2011 first-year students who earned 
sufficient credit to be promoted to second-year status.  Typically, this would be the number 
of 9th grade students promoted to 10th grade.  In some cases, high schools start with 10th 
grade.  In those situations, the school would report the number of 10th grade students 
promoted to 11th grade. 

a. What was the number of first-year high school students enrolled at the beginning of the 
2010-2011 school year?   NUMBER ENROLLED AT BEGINNING OF YEAR_______    

b. What was the number of first-year high school students enrolled at the end of the 2010-
2011 school year?    NUMBER ENROLLED AT END OF YEAR_______    

c. What was the number of first-year high school students from 2010-2011 who earned 
sufficient credits to be promoted to the next grade level before the beginning of the 
2011-2012 year?    NUMBER WITH ADEQUATE CREDITS TO ADVANCE_______    

No absolute criteria have been set for this question. NCUST evaluators will compare the 
proportion of first-year high school students that successfully advanced to the next level at 
each nominated school. Schools selected as finalists will demonstrate higher levels of 
promotion than schools not selected as finalists.    

Go to question 3. 
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3. What evidence suggests that students are completing challenging coursework 
that prepares them for success in competitive colleges and universities and in 
high-skill employment?   

Please complete Table H by listing the Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, 
concurrent college enrollment courses, or other advanced programs offered and the 
numbers of students completing and earning advanced credit. 

Please adapt the table to fit your program(s) or attach separate sheet with this information. 

TABLE H: COLLEGE PREPARATORY PROGRAM PARTICIPATION 2010-11 
NAME OF COURSE OR 
PROGRAM OFFERED  

 NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
COMPLETING  

COURSE OR PROGRAM 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS 
TAKING AP/IB OR OTHER 

TEST IF APPLICABLE 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS EARNING 
AP/IB/ COLLEGE CREDIT OR 

OTHER CERTIFICATE 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
CONCURRENT COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OR OTHER ADVANCED PROGRAMS 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
No absolute criteria have been set for this question. NCUST evaluators will compare the number 
of offerings and students that successfully earn advanced credit at each nominated school and 
select finalists that demonstrate higher levels of advanced completion and achievement than 
schools not selected as finalists.    Go to question 4. 
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4. Did a high percentage of students who entered your school at the 9th or 10th grade 
graduate on time? 

a. Please enter the cohort grade enrollment from 2007-08 in 9th grade to 2010-11 in 12th 
grade (columns A-D). Enter the number of high school graduates for 2010-11 in column 
E. Divide column E by the number in column A to find the percentage of on-time 
graduates among the class of 2011.  

NOTE: Do not complete a row if there are fewer than 10 students in 2007-2008. 

Caution: Do not add each column to determine school-wide totals because students may 
be counted in more than one group (e.g., a student could be Asian and also eligible for free 
or reduced-price lunch).  

TABLE I: COHORT GRADUATION/DROPOUT RATE 2010-11 

(Please rename, add, or omit 
categories to fit your district 
or state.) 

A B C D E RATE 

9TH
 GRADE 

ENROLLMENT 

2007-08 

 10TH
 GRADE 

ENROLLMENT 
2008-09 

11TH
 GRADE 

ENROLLMENT  
2009-10 

12TH
 GRADE 

ENROLLMENT 

2010-11 

NUMBER OF 
GRADUATES  
2010-11 

PERCENT 
GRADS 

(E÷A) 
ASIAN       
PACIFIC ISLANDER       
BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN       
LATINO OR HISPANIC       
MULTI-RACIAL       
NATIVE AMERICAN       
WHITE OR CAUCASIAN       
OTHER: (PLEASE SPECIFY)       
FREE/REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH       
TOTAL SCHOOL       

b. If the data are available, what are your latest official graduation rates? 

i. Four-year graduation rate:      _____% 

ii. Five-year graduation rate:      _____% 

iii. Six-year graduation rate:      _____% 

c. Describe any factors (other than students dropping out of school) that may be 
influencing a lower cohort graduation rate:  

 

 

No absolute criteria have been set for this question. NCUST evaluators will compare the 
graduation rates at each nominated high school.  Schools selected as finalists will 
demonstrate higher levels of graduation than schools not selected as finalists.  
Go to question 5. 
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5. What evidence suggests that your students experience academic success after 
completing high school?  

Each high school must present evidence that its graduates achieve strong levels of academic 
success in college, technical school, or some post-secondary educational environment.  This 
evidence might include the percentage of students who enroll in post-secondary education, 
the percentage of students who successfully complete the first semester of post-secondary 
education, or similar evidence of academic success beyond high school. 

Please describe any evidence that suggests that your students experience academic success 
after completing high school.  To the extent possible, quantify the evidence.  

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS COMPLETES THE APPLICATION FOR HIGH SCHOOLS. PLEASE GO TO PAGE 23 FOR THE REQUIRED 
FORMS TO SUBMIT WITH YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION. THANK YOU! 
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Part 2.4: Additional Questions for Alternative Schools 
Alternative schools (schools which primarily serve students whose academic, social or 
emotional needs are often not met in typical schools) please answer the following questions: 

1. What percentage of students met either eligibility criteria for free- or reduced-
price lunch or the low-income criteria used by your state education agency?  
What number and percentage of students meet free- or reduced-price lunch or state low-
income criteria? 

a. Based on 2011-12 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

b. Based on 2010-11 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____%  

c. Based on 2009-10 enrollment data?    NUMBER_______   PERCENTAGE_____% 

If the percentages listed in a, b, and c are equal to or greater than 40%, the school meets 
this eligibility requirement. Go to question 2. 

2. How many dropouts did your school recover and help earn academic credits and 
graduate?   
Each alternative school must present data regarding the number of drop-outs it helped re-
enter into school.  As well, programs must present data indicating the success of recovered 
students in earning credits and graduating. 

a. In 2010-2011, how many former dropouts did your school serve?   NUMBER_____    

b. In 2010-2011, how many of the students listed above (line a) earned sufficient credit to 
advance to the next grade level?       NUMBER_____    

c. In 2010-2011, how many of the students listed above (line a) graduated?  NUMBER_____   

No absolute criteria have been set for this question. NCUST evaluators will compare the 
proportion of students that successfully graduated or advanced to the next level and select 
as finalists the schools that demonstrate the highest levels of promotion. Go to question 3. 

3. What evidence indicates that a high percentage of students who entered your 
alternative school graduated (from your program or a traditional high school)?  
Describe any evidence that suggests that a high percentage of your students graduate.  To 
the extent possible, quantify the evidence. (Attach an additional sheet if necessary.) 

EVIDENCE OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION. 
 
 
 
 
THIS COMPLETES THE APPLICATION FOR ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS. PLEASE GO TO PAGE 23 FOR THE 
REQUIRED FORMS TO SUBMIT WITH YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION. THANK YOU! 
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Required Forms 

NCUST Excellence in Urban Education Award Certification Page  
(To be submitted with paper application only—please do not scan and submit electronically, 
because file size may overload server.) 

 
NAME OF SCHOOL BEING NOMINATED:    

NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT:  
SCHOOL ADDRESS:    

CITY:  
STATE:  

ZIP CODE:  
Collectively, we, the undersigned, nominate the above named school for the National Center for 
Urban School Transformation’s Excellence in Urban Education Award. We affirm that, to the 
best of our knowledge, all of the information contained in this application is accurate. We 
believe that this school is transforming teaching and learning in a manner that is leading to 
excellent results for all of the students served.  

PLEASE PROVIDE ORIGINAL SIGNATURES OF THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED BELOW.  

Contact Person for Application:   Date:  

Principal:   Date:  

Parent Organization President:   Date:  

Superintendent:   Date:  

School Board President:   Date:  

Teacher:   Date:  

Teacher:   Date:  

Teacher:   Date:  

Parent:   Date:  

Parent:   Date:  

Parent:   Date:  
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NCUST Excellence in Urban Education Video Cover Sheet and Release Form 
Please fill in, print, sign and submit with your paper application and DVD submission. 

 
Please find enclosed a DVD with the required digital video recording from two lessons taught at 
_____________________________________________________________________ School.   

I certify that we have acquired and retained written permission from all adults who appear in 
the video recordings as well as from the parents of students who appear in the recordings.  

By signing below I understand that we are giving NCUST full rights to the use of the recordings 
for the following  purposes: 

1. During the selection process, NCUST evaluators will view the videos to help determine 
finalists for the National Excellence in Urban Education Award.   

2. As a finalist and/or a winner of the award, we give NCUST full rights to use the video 
recordings to help educators transform urban schools and school districts through the 
Center’s website, training materials, events, and in other publications and productions.   

These rights are given without any compensation or request for future compensation. 

Principal Printed Name:   

Principal Signature:  Date: 

SUMMARY OF RECORDED LESSONS 
LESSON ONE 

Date & Time  /  Grade:  

Subject Area:   

 

Specific Student Objective(s):  

Why this lesson was selected:  

LESSON TWO  
Date & Time / Grade:  

Subject Area:   

Specific Student Objective(s):  

Why this lesson was selected:  
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