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Teach students to think…historically 
• Sourcing:  Think about a document’s author and its creation. 

• Contextualizing: Situate the document and its events in time 
and place. 

• Close Reading: Carefully consider what the document says 

and the language used to say it. 

• Using Background Knowledge: Use historical information 

and knowledge to read and understand the document. 

• Reading the Silences:  Identify what has been left out or is 

missing from the document by asking questions. 

• Corroborating:  Ask questions about important details 

across multiple sources to determine points in agreement 

and disagreement. 

 

     Sam Wineburg, Stanford University.  
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How experts tend to read historical 

texts: 

How novices tend to read 

historical texts: 

Seek to discover context and know 

content 

Seek only to know content 

Ask what the text does (purpose) Ask what the text says (“facts”) 

Understand the subtexts of the 

writer’s language 

Understand the literal meanings of 

the writer’s language 

See any text as a construction of a 

vision of the world 

See texts as descriptions of the world 

See texts as made by persons with a 

view of events 

See texts as accounts of what really 

happened 

Consider textbooks less trustworthy 

than other sources 

Consider textbooks very trustworthy 

sources 

Assume bias in text Assume neutrality, objectivity in text 

Consider word choice (connotation, 

denotation) and tone 

Ignore word choice, tone 

Read slowly, simulating a 

conversation between two readers, 

“actual”, and “mock” 

Read to gather lots of information 

Resurrect texts, like a magician Process texts, like a computer 

Check the sources of the document Read the document only 
	

Compare the document with other 

texts to judge different, perhaps 

divergent accounts of the same event 

or topic 

Learn “the right answers” from the 

document 

Read like lawyers making a case Read like jurors listening to a case 

someone made 

Read like witnesses to living, 

evolving events 

Read like seekers of solid facts 

Get interested in contradictions, 

ambiguity 

Resolve or ignore contradictions, 

ambiguity 

Through the use of qualifiers and 

concessions, acknowledge 

uncertainty and complexity in the 

text 

Communicate “the truth” of the text, 

sounding as certain as possible 

	

How experts tend to read historical 

texts: 

How novices tend to read historical 

texts: 
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Images as Complex Text 
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Close Reading 
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Using Videos 

• Eyes on The Prize  
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Common Core Learning Standards 
Reading Informational Text 

Grade 8 

 

Key Idea 8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most 

strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Craft and Structure 8.5: Analyze in detail the 

structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the 

role of particular sentences in developing and refining 

a key concept. 
 

Common Core Learning Standards 
 

Writing Standards for Social Studies 6-12 

Production and Distribution of Writing 8.4: Produce 

clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. 

  

Reading Standard for Literacy in History/Social 

Studies   

Key idea 8.2: Determine the central ideas or information 

of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 

summary that makes clear the relationships among the 

key details and ideas. 
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Resources 
 

Teaching American History 

www.tahgrant.net/nche-mow.html 
 

 

Library of Congress Teaching With Primary Sources 

www.loc.gov/teachers 
 

 

American Social History Project/Center for Media and 

Learning 

http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/2050 

 

New York State K-12 Social Studies Framework 

www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-

social-studies-framework 
 

 

Thank You! 
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