
CCA is the acronym for 
the College/Career Ad-
visement class at Brook-
lyn High School of Arts.  
CCA is an academic re-
quirement for all juniors 
and seniors who attend 
BHSA.   The class focus 
is to prepare juniors and 
seniors for the college 
experience as well as  to 
apply to colleges and 
universities.   
 
During the junior year, 
students learn about the 
different types of colleges, 
their location, demograph-
ics, size, types of pro-
grams and degrees of-
fered, etc. There is a 
strong emphasis placed on 
college expectations of 
students and adjustments 
students will need to make 
for college life. Students 

also focus on doing re-
search as well as the de-
velopment of new  listen-
ing and note-taking skills.   
In addition,  students will 
have the opportunity to 
become familiar with  
various types of colleges 
and college settings, col-
lege costs and financial 
assistance resources. 
 
During the senior year, 
students put what they 
have learned during their 
junior year into action: 
Students will write and 
revise their  college essay 
and personal statement; 
complete and submit ap-
plications to their selected 
colleges; visit colleges; 
select and submit applica-
tions for scholarships; 
apply to the Free Applica-
tion For Federal Student 

SENIORS 
This year is one of the most difficult years of high school life. You 
will need to maintain your academic performance or improve. You 
must apply to colleges, scholarships, financial aid, as well as partici-
pate in and all the while enjoying all the seniors activities designed 
specifically for you.  Keep in touch with Ms. Sabatino and Ms. Lyons.  
They will get you to the next step in life—graduation and college. 

BHSA  

JUNIORS’ CORNER 
Juniors, the time is now to get in gear for the college preparation.  In 
February, CCA classes for all juniors start. It is the beginning of your 
higher education, professional, and career preparation for the rest of 
your life.  Eligible students will automatically be enrolled in the class.   
 
Check out the Important Website box and become familiar with sites 
you will be studying and using.     

 
Important Websites 

 
TESTS PREP & REGISTRATION: 
www.collegeboard.com : SAT information and registration; college 
search 
www.actstudents.org  ACT information and registration 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
www.Fastweb.com: scholarship information 
www.brokescholar: scholarship information 
 
FINANCIAL AID 
www.fafsa.ed.gov: Financial aid information/application 
www.tapweb.org: Tuition Assistance Program application 
www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/fafsa4caster: early financial aid projector 
 
COLLEGE/CAREER SEARCH 
www.collegeboard.com: SAT information and registration; college 
search 
www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator: college profiles 
www.collegedata.com: college/student match service 
www.nycolleges.org: private colleges in NY State 
www.communitycollegereview.com: community colleges 
www.SUNY.edu: NY State public colleges 
www.CUNY.edu: NY City public colleges 
www.tuitionfreecolleges.mtnhome.org: no cost/need blind colleges 
www.commonapp.org. Common Application online 
www.bls.gov/oco: Occupational Outlook Handbook—search for careers 
 
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 
www.edinconline.com. HBCU common application and info 
www.uncf.org. United Negro College Fund info 
www.Blackstudents.blacknews.com: HBCU info 
 

The CCA 
At  

BHSA 

college focus 

SOPHOMORE/FRESHMEN 
College planning and preparation are large parts of BHSA academic 
rigor. It is the school’s goal to ensure that each student is well pre-
pared to attend the college of their choice.  The Office of College and 
Career Advisement is opened to all students to browse through cata-
logues and ask questions about colleges and careers. 
 
As lower-classmen, you must keep your focus on your academics. 
Study for exams and tests. Colleges look closely at how well you per-
form in high school from grades 9-11. Grades accumulated over the 
years make raising your GPA very difficult when you reach 12th 
grade.  Colleges want you to have a competitive  GPA before12th 
grade.  
 
In addition to a competitive GPA and test scores, colleges look for: 
•Full-time study of classes for 4 years in high school    
•AP and Honor classes       
•College Prep classes over summers   
•Extracurricular activities 
•Volunteer activities/community service 
 

KEEP YOUR FOCUS  
IT WILL PAY OFF  
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