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NEW YORK CITY

is an important literacy initiative 
of the NYC Department of 

Education, Division of Teaching 
& Learning/Curriculum, 

 Instruction and Professional 
Learning, to encourage and 

nurture a city of readers. 
The initiative is supported by 

collections of high-interest 
reading lists for students 

in Grades PK–12 that include 
nonfiction, graphic novels, 

fantasy, humor, nonstop 
action, poignant realism, 

and much more!
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• All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First 
Day of Freedom by Angela Johnson

• Ballerina Dreams: From Orphan to Dancer 
by Michaela DePrince, Elaine DePrince

• Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate

• Earmuffs for Everyone! How Chester 
Greenwood Became Known as the Inventor 
of Earmuffs by Meghan McCarthy

• Feathers: Not Just for Flying 
by Melissa Stewart

• Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Adventures by Kate DiCamillo

• Flutter & Hum: Animal Poems/Aleto y 
Zumbido: Poemas de Animales 
by Julie Paschkis

• Freedom in Congo Square
by Carole Boston Weatherford

• I, Fly: The Buzz About Flies and How
Awesome They Are by Bridget Heos

• Like Carrot Juice on a Cupcake 
by Julie Sternberg

• Nelson Mandela by Kadir Nelson

• On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert
Einstein by Jennifer Berne

• Sidewalk Flowers by JonAmo Lawson

• Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries 
of the Cosmos by Stephanie Roth Sisson

• The Lunch Witch by Deb Lucke

• Toilet: How It Works by David Macaulay

• Winter Bees & Other Poems of the Cold 
by Joyce Sidman

 SERIES
• Danny’s Doodles by David A. Adler

• Lulu by Hilary McKay

• Marty McGuire by Kate Messner
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