
  

Public Comment Analysis 

Date:    April 19, 2016  

Topic: The Proposed Temporary Co-Location of the Ninth and Tenth Grades of Unity 

Preparatory Charter School of Brooklyn (84K757) with Brownsville Academy High 

School (17K568) in Building K907 Beginning in 2016-2017 

Date of Panel Vote:  April 20, 2016 
 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 
On February 5, 2016, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) issued an Educational Impact 

Statement (“EIS”) and a Building Utilization Plan (“BUP”) to temporarily co-locate  the ninth and tenth grades of 

Unity Preparatory Charter School of Brooklyn (84K757, “Unity Prep”) in building K907(“K907”), located at 1150 

East New York Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11212 in Community School District 17 (“District 17”), where they will be 

co-located with Brownsville Academy High School (17K568, “Brownsville Academy”), an existing transfer high 

school that serves students in tenth through twelfth grades.  K907 also houses the community-based organization 

(“CBO”) CAMBA and the office of the Executive Superintendent of Equity and Access. If this proposal is 

approved, Unity Prep’s grades nine and ten (“Unity Prep HS”) will be temporarily co-located in K907. In the 2016-

2017 school year Unity Prep will serve approximately 110-120 students in the ninth grade. In the 2017-2018 school 

year Unity Prep HS will serve 205-225 students in the ninth and tenth grade in K907. A “co-location” means that 

two or more school organizations are located in the same building and may share common spaces such as 

auditoriums, gymnasiums, libraries, and cafeterias. 

 

Unity Prep recently acquired a new private site to serve students in grades nine through twelve at 32 Lexington 

Street, Brooklyn, NY 11221 (“32 Lexington Street”), and made a request to the DOE for temporary space during the 

period needed to make the space suitable for instruction. Accordingly, the DOE is proposing to temporarily co-

locate Unity Prep HS in K907 during the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 school years during completion of Unity Prep’s 

private space. By allowing Unity Prep to serve students in grades nine and ten before the completion of its private 

space, this proposal will enable the school to provide a continuous education for students currently enrolled in the 

seventh and eighth grades as they continue on to ninth grade in the 2016-2017 school year and the ninth and tenth 

grades in the 2017-2018 school year.  

 

As stated above, if this proposal is approved, Unity Prep will serve students in grade nine in K907 in the 2016-2017 

school year, and will serve students in grades nine and ten in K907 in the 2017-2018 school year. Beginning in the 

2018-2019 school year, when Unity Prep’s private space is completed, students in grades nine and ten at K907 will 

continue to be served at Unity Prep, albeit at a new location at 32 Lexington Street. Building K907 is approximately 

3.3 miles from Unity Prep’s new location at 32 Lexington Street. Any significant change in school utilization in 

K907 for the 2018-2019 school year and beyond would be subject to an additional EIS and would require the 

approval of the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”).   

    

Unity Prep was approved by its charter authorizer, the State University of New York’s Charter School Institute 

(“SUNY”). Unity Prep has been authorized to serve students in grades six through ten, and is currently serving 

students in grades six through eight in building K044 (“K044”) located at 432 Monroe Street, Brooklyn, NY 11221, 

2.5 miles from K907. In K044, Unity Prep is currently co-located with P.S. 44 Marcus Garvey (13K044), an 

elementary school that serves grades Kindergarten through fifth grade.  

 

The details of this proposal have been released in the EIS and BUP which can be accessed here: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2015-2016/April202016SchoolProposals.  

  

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2015-2016/April202016SchoolProposals
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Copies of the EIS are also available in the main offices of Brownsville Academy and Unity Prep.  

 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearing 
 

The DOE held a Joint Public Hearing (“JPH”) regarding this proposal at the K907 building on April 5, 2016. At that 

hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on this proposal.  Approximately 15 members of the 

public attended the hearing. There were 7 speakers. Individuals present at the hearing included: Transfer High 

Schools Superintendent, Paul Rotondo; Brownsville Academy Principal and SLT member, Katwona Warren; 

Brownsville Academy School Leadership Team (“SLT”) member and Co-PTA President, Yvette Davis; Brownsville 

Academy SLT member and Co-PTA President, Marvin Lyerly; NYSED Charter School Office Associate, Paolo 

Giovine; Unity Prep’s Co-Founders, Joshua Beauregard, Hemanth Venkataraman, and Eric Gonzalez; and Tyeshia 

Smith, Eric Herman, and Hallie Martin from the DOE.  Representatives from the District 17 Community Education 

Council confirmed their availability but did not attend the hearing.  

Below is a summary of the comments received at the JPH: 

1. Brownsville Academy Principal, Katwona Warren, commented that she supports the temporary co-location of 

Unity Prep and looks forward to the administrators of both schools collaborating, and providing a quality 

education for young scholars. 

2. Co-PTA President and SLT Member, Yvette Davis, expressed the following comments: 

a. When the Brownsville Academy SLT last met with DOE Senior Leadership during the SLT 

Walkthrough and Debrief, a document that outlines the terms of this temporary co-location, such as the 

timeline, entrance for each school, and additional logistics was discussed but has not yet been 

completed.   

b. She also commented that Unity Prep current middle school parents are not pleased with K907 as the 

proposed site for the temporary co-location.  

3. Co-PTA President and SLT Member, Marvin Lyerly, commented that he is looking forward to the proposal and 

hopes it supports the kids of Unity Prep and Brownsville Academy.  

4. SLT Member, Bernardo Cardeno, expressed the following comments: 

a. There needs to be a meeting with students from each school so they can learn and support one another. 

Unity Prep’s students are going to bring a different experience that the Brownsville Academy students 

could learn from, and the Brownsville Academy students can mentor and teach the articulating middle 

school students as well.  

b. He also commented that Unity Prep and Brownsville Academy administrators should meet to learn 

more about the new school coming into building K907, such as the uniform requirements.  

5. Head of School and Co-Founder of Unity Prep Joshua Beugerard, expressed the following comments:  

a. The existing co-location with P.S. 44 has been a great partnership with a lot of collaboration between 

the two schools. He looks forward to collaborating with Unity Prep and wants to support all kids in 

building K907.  

b. He stated that 87 out of approximately 180 future Unity Prep graduates will be continuing to Unity 

Prep’s ninth grade and they are excited to continue with the school, but parents did have some 

questions which is expected.  

c. He looks forward to working with Ms. Warren and the Brownsville Academy family.   

6. Co-Founder and Director of School Culture of Unity Prep, Hemanth Venkataraman, commented that he is eager 

to collaborate and answer questions that Brownsville Academy may have.  

7. Co-Founder of Unity Prep, Eric Gonzalez expressed the following comments: 

a. He was honored to be at the JPH and believed that collaboration of schools is Unity Prep’s bedrock 

and wants to ensure that the great relationship that is occurring with P.S. 44 also happens with 

Brownsville Academy.  

b. He is committed to communicating proactively and wants to set the expectation that all students would 

look out for each other, regardless of what school they attend. He looks forward to working with 

Brownsville Academy.  

  

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 
 

The DOE received zero (0) voicemails through the dedicated phone number for this proposal. 
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The DOE received zero (0) emails through the dedicated email address for this proposal. 

 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised and Significant Alternatives Proposed 

 

Comments 1, 3, & 5(a), 5(c), 7(a-b) all stated support for the proposal and do not require a response.  

 

Comment 2(a) raised the concern of creating an agreement between Brownsville Academy and Unity Prep that 

outlines specific logistics for each school. 

 

New co-locations are required to create a Building Council, a campus structure consisting of the principal of each 

school, which meets regularly to address items related to the co-location and shared space usage. Logistical items 

such as building entrance and start/end time decisions may be decided upon by the Building Council, alongside the 

Office of Space Planning. If this proposal is approved, there is a standard meet and greet meeting that takes place 

between Brownsville Academy and Unity Prep, alongside the Office of Campus Governance. At this meeting the 

schools may decide to create an agreement. More information on the use of Building Councils and the Co-Location 

Handbook can be found here:  http://schools.nyc.gov/community/campusgov/default.htm.   

 

Comment 2(b) raised the concern of Unity Prep existing middle school parents not being pleased with the proposed 

site of K907.  

 

The DOE recognizes that parents will have questions regarding the proposed temporary co-location and we support 

Unity Prep as they discuss any issues or concerns raised with their school community. As mentioned in comment 

5(b), the Head of School and Co-Founder Joshua Beaugard has expressed that 87 out of approximately 180 future 

Unity Prep graduates will be continuing to Unity Prep’s ninth grade and they are excited to continue with the school. 

Families that have opted out of continuing to Unity Prep High School will be supported by the Citywide High 

School Admissions Process, which could be found here: http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High. 

 

Comment 4(a) is related to a request for a meeting between the students of Unity Prep and Brownsville Academy to 

receive their feedback on the new co-location.  

 

If this proposal is approved, the DOE believes this idea will lead to positive collaboration between Brownsville 

Academy and Unity Prep’s building council and school leadership. The Building Council may decide to create 

meetings between the students of both schools.   

 

Comment 4(b) is related to a request for a meeting between the administrators of Unity Prep and Brownsville 

Academy to discuss the logistics of the proposal.  

 

If this proposal is approved, there is a standard meet and greet meeting that takes place between the administration 

of Brownsville Academy and Unity Prep, with the Office of Campus Governance.  This meet and greet is an initial 

meeting for both leadership teams to be introduced and create a Building Council. Once the Building Council is 

created they will meet regularly to address items related to the co-location. 

 

Comment 5(b) is related to the number of students that are expected to enroll in Unity Prep’s ninth grade in K907. It 

also expressed that Unity Prep parents had questions regarding the co-location.    

 

Some Unity Prep’s families are excited to enroll their eighth grade students in Unity Prep’s ninth grade. This 

expansion will provide continuity of instruction for current students and families who will attend ninth and tenth 

grade in K907 and then continue their instruction at Unity Prep’s new site at 32 Lexington Street.   Unity Prep has 

held meetings with their parents to address all questions and concerns regarding the proposed temporary co-location.  

 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes have been made to this proposal. 

http://schools.nyc.gov/community/campusgov/default.htm

