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A Message from Chancellor Dennis M. Walcott

Throughout my career | have had mentors and peers who have inspired me to
grow and develop and who have served as role models for me. Certainly there
are colleagues in your school who have done the same for you - those educators
who go and above and beyond for their students, their peers, and their
community. | encourage you to recognize your colleagues who inspire you by
nominating them for the second annual citywide Big Apple Awards: Recognizing
Teacher Excellence in New York City.

Every member of your school community - including your students and families,
your colleagues and administrators - can submit a nomination. Nominees should
be current, full-time teachers who have demonstrated exceptional success in
impacting student learning, in their instructional practice, and in their professional
contributions to their school communities.

2013 Big Apple Awards Recipients

Ten award recipients will receive a classroom grant next June in recognition of
outstanding teaching. Like last year's recipients, these educators will have
opportunities to meet with senior DOE leadership and collaborate with other
award recipients during the 2014-15 school year. Nominations will be accepted
through January 17.

Thank you for all of your hard work and for your dedication to our shared belief
that what matters most in our work as educators is the success of the students

entrusted to our care.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!

Additional guidance for schools on Advance
As we experience the first year of Advance, some administrators and teachers
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have understandably asked questions about the feedback process, the eventual
ratings, and what they will mean for schools and teachers. Last week, some
additional guidance was provided to principals to address some questions about
how Advance should be used to support teachers' development and growth.

For example, principals have flexibility when it comes to decisions such as
tenure and disciplinary action; there is no formula that they must follow to make
these determinations. Each principal has the freedom to consider the unique
circumstances of their school to ensure that teachers are treated fairly.
Additionally, teachers with poor ratings have historically not been eligible for
certain compensation opportunities (e.g., per session). During the first year of
implementation, principals will be able to decide whether teachers who are rated
poorly under Advance should qualify for these additional compensation
opportunities.

You can access more information about Advance and the guidance offered to
principals on the Advance Intranet page (DOE log-in required); resources include
the Advance Guide for Educators and links to register for upcoming professional
development with the Danielson Group. You can also email the Advance
Support Helpdesk at advancesupport@schools.nyc.gov with any questions.

What are teachers asking

about Advance?
Thousands of educators across the
city have shared their experiences
and questions during school visits,
professional development, and
feedback sessions. The two most
frequently asked questions have
been:

1) What support and training are my administrators being given to help them use
Advance to evaluate teachers' practice and support my development?

2) | need more information about Advance and the Danielson 2013 Framework
for Teaching. What training is available for teachers?

Click to read the responses on the Teacher Page.

Strengthen your understanding of the Danielson
Framework

1. An Introduction to the Danielson 2013 Framework for Teaching (sessions
on-going)

e  What will this training cover? This day-long session is designed to
help you begin to use the Danielson 2013 Framework for Teaching as
a common language to describe and discuss your practice with your
colleagues and administrators.

®  \Who should attend? This training is open to all teachers and
recommended for teachers who have not attended prior training with
the Danielson Group on the Framework.

®  \When are the upcoming sessions? December 2 (Middle School)
and December 3 (High School)

2. A Deeper Understanding of the Danielson 2013 Framework for Teaching
(sessions on-going)

supports

Common Core

Support &
Resources Session

You are invited to participate in
PD focusing on resources
available for aligning classroom
practice to the Common

Core. (Per session rate of
$41.98 applies, 500 spots
available. Circular 54.)

December 4 (4:30-6:30pm):
Long Island Cit:

December 19 (4:30-6:30pm):
Long Island City

December 19 (4:30-6:30pm):
Manhattan

Award Opportunities

STEM Educator Awards
(PASCO/NSTA): deadline
November 30

Fishman Prize for Superlative
Classroom Practice: early
deadline December 5

Distinguished Fulbright Awards
in Teaching (U.S. Dept. of
State): deadline December 15

Support for Victims of

Typhoon Haiyan

Mayor's Fund to support
Typhoon Haiyan Relief

American Red Cross

School Leader Prep

Programs

LEAP Open House: December
4

Teachers College Summer
Principals Academy: early
deadline December 15

Relay Graduate School of
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e  What will this training cover? In this session, you will explore how to
use the Framework to support your development through reflection
and conversations with your peers. You will prepare and share your
reflections on an observed lesson (differentiated by grade band) in
order to deepen your own knowledge of the Framework and to support
your peers in engaging in professional conversations. You will also
study authentic artifacts of teaching practice and consider ways to
demonstrate your own practice in Domains 1 and 4. Schools are
encouraged to send two colleagues as a team to promote professional
dialogue and peer support.

e  Who should attend? This day-long session is designed for teachers
who have used the Framework as a reflection tool for more than a
year, including those teachers involved in the teacher effectiveness
pilots and those who have attended previous full day NYCDOE
trainings led by the Danielson Group.

®  When are the upcoming sessions? December 4 and 5 (Elementary
School), December 7 (Middle School), January 11 (High School)

How to register: To register, please click here or scroll down to "Professional
Development Opportunities" on the Advance Measures of Teacher Practice

intranet page (DOE log-in required). We encourage you to contact
TEPD@schools.nyc.gov with any questions.

These trainings are available to regularly appointed teachers rated under
Advance and their UFT Representatives. Please remember that your principal's
approval is required to attend school-day sessions. Eligible staff who attend
Saturday and winter break sessions will be eligible for per session.

Engaging families: Tips & resources from P.S. 18
Do you want more parent and
family engagement? Are you
finding this aspect of teaching
particularly challenging? Click on
the hyperlinks to discover proven
strategies and tools from a fellow
teacher, including ideas for parent
tutorial sessions, weekly class
newsletters and daily conduct
sheets. You can also read this
teacher's reflection on how
classroom management challenges motivated her to engage parents and
explore resources for parents - including the Parent Academy Website.

Three ways to build your

" Common Core expertise
| Interested in Common Core-
aligned curriculum and instruction
professional development? Click

here (DOE login required) for an
overview of the year-long schedule
and registration information. Or,
simply click on the hyperlinked text
below to register for each specific
session. (Please note that attendance requires your principal's approval
because the sessions are scheduled during the school day.)

Education Instructional School
Leadership Pilot: application
opens in December

DOE (School & Teacher)
Leadership Pathways website

Move-to-Improve

Move-to-Improve is a
classroom based physical

activity program designed to
increase physical activity
among K-5 students. Discover
how you can incorporate short,
structured activities into your
classrooms through upcoming

PD workshops.

Advance

Educator Guide

The 2013-2014
Advance Educator Guide

gathers the essential
information about Advance into
one document to explain the
key features of the new system,
including what you can expect
and where to find support
throughout the year.

HR & Benefits

Information

Teacher's Choice fund initial
distribution via paycheck:
November 29

Leave Tracking System NEW!

The Barclay's Center DOE
special offers

New York Sports Club special
offer (use DOE email address)

Employee Retail Discounts (full
list)

| Teach NYC

newsletter feedback

Tell us what you think of the |
Teach NYC newsletter.
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®  Curriculum team sessions for high schools and middle schools
that did not purchase Core Curriculum materials. These sessions
will focus on shifting pedagogy in the core content areas.
O  Session dates: various dates from December 2-10
O Registration deadline: November 29
O  Register here

e  Two-day PD session Core Knowledge for pre-K teachers:
O  Session dates: December 10-11
O  Registration deadline: November 29

®  General sessions for ReadyGen, Go Math!, Code X, and
CMP3 (Connected Math Program 3):
O  Session dates: various dates in January

O Registration deadline: December 20

For a complete list of online resources for each Core Curriculum program, click
here. If you have any questions, please email us at
CurriculumPD@schools.nyc.gov.
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