December 19, 2013
A Message from
Chancellor Dennis M.
Walcott

As you know, December 31 will be
my last day as Chancellor. Thank
you for your hard work,
commitment, and dedication to our
1.1 million students. It has been a
pleasure and a privilege to work
with the most outstanding group of
teachers in the country.

| have witnessed your efforts on behalf of all of our students during my many
school visits. There is no doubt in my mind that you make a significant
difference in the lives of your students and in your school communities. Thank
you for your commitment as we continue to provide hundreds of thousands of
students with the skills they need to graduate from high school, and succeed
in college and careers.

| wish you and your families a happy and healthy holiday, and a wonderful
new year.

Who will you nominate for a Big
Apple Award?

Do you know a colleague who's making an
extraordinary difference in the
E classroom - who inspires students, models great
Hns teaching and enriches the school community? Now
Recognizing Teacher Excellente s your chance to celebrate exceptional teachers
in New York City by nominating them for a 2014 Big Apple Award.
Over 1,300 nominations have been submitted so far! Be sure to submit yours
by January 17.

Awardees will receive a classroom grant for their students and schools. They
will continue to teach, while also serving as citywide ambassadors for the
2014-15 school year. Visit the Big Apple Awards website to nominate a
mentor, a peer, or yourself. You can learn more about the opportunity on the
Teacher Page.
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From the Field: Teachers' Voices on NYC

Performance Assessments

Across New York City, teachers are using NYC baseline Performance
Assessments administered under Advance to help inform their classroom
practice. Performance
Assessments provide multiple
opportunities for

students to demonstrate their
skills and abilities by prompting
them to actively demonstrate their
thought processes, organizational
abilities, and grasp of major
concepts and themes. Read how
Meri, an elementary math teacher

in Brooklyn
used the assessments and rubrics as a resource for learning more about her

students' thinking. Discover how Kelly, a fourth grade teacher in the East

Village, used them to reinforce instructional shifts to align with the Common
Core Learning Standards. And, find out how James, a global studies teacher
in East Harlem, plans to embed them into his curriculum throughout the school
year.

If you have additional questions about Advance, first reach out to your
principal. You are also encouraged to visit the Advance Intranet page and the
Common Core Library for materials to support the implementation of Advance
(requires DOE log-in) and the Common Core Learning Standards. Lastly, you
are always welcome to email The Advance Help Desk at
AdvanceSupport@schools.nyc.gov if you have additional questions.

Are you interested in participating on a design team

related to Measures of Student Learning?
Team participants will:

e  Review and provide feedback on drafts of Common Core-aligned
performance assessments and rubrics,

®  Pilot these assessments and provide student work samples to
inform revisions, and

e  Provide feedback regarding the content, administration, and scoring
of performance assessments.

Application Deadline: January 3

e  You will find more information about selection criteria, participant
responsibilities, and the OP-175 application in Per Session Vacancy
Circular 151.

® |Interested teachers should submit their OP-175 application, cover
letter, and resume by email to
PerformanceAssessment@schools.nyc.gov by January 3.

(Note that the NYCDOE has not made a decision about which performance
assessments to offer as Measures of Student Learning for the 2014-15 school
year.)

"A Deeper Understanding of the Danielson

Advance Educator Guide
compiles all the essential
information about Advance into
one document to explain the
key features of the new system,
including what you can expect
and where to find support
throughout the year.

Teacher Retalil

Discounts

CityStore: 20% off books, gifts,
and collectables (online & at 1
Centre Street - North Plaza)

Ann Taylor LOFT: 15% off in
stores when you join the free
'LOFT Loves Teachers'
program

J Crew: 15% off at J Crew
retail or factory locations with
your NYCDOE ID

1800Flowers.com®,
1800Baskets.com® 1-800-
FLOWERS (1-800-356-9377):
20% off on flowers and a
selection of gifts. Use
promotion code "DOE" (some
restrictions apply).

Grants, Fellowships &

Awards

Stanford University's
Hollyhock Fellowship
Program: deadline January 14

LEGO: Children's Fund
grants: deadline January 15

Fishman Prize for Superlative
Classroom Practice: final
deadline January 21

'No Impact Week'
environmental challenge
grants: deadline January 27

Fund for Teachers grants:
deadline January 30

The Fender Music
Foundation grants:
applications accepted on a
rolling basis
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2013 Framework for Teaching": Professional
development for

teachers

Who should attend? This day-
long session is designed for
teachers who have used

the Framework as a reflection tool
for more than a year, including
those teachers involved in the
teacher effectiveness pilots and
those who have attended previous
full-day NYCDOE trainings led by the Danielson Group. (Schools are
encouraged to send two colleagues as a team to promote professional
dialogue and peer support.) This session features video of high school
classroom practice.

-

When are the upcoming sessions? (Click on the borough to register.)
Saturday, January 11 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. in Brooklyn, Manhattan, and
Queens. Visit the Advance Professional Development Calendar for additional
dates.

What will this training cover? In this session, you will:

®  Explore how to use the Framework to support your development
through reflection and conversations with your peers.

®  Prepare and share your reflections on an observed lesson
(differentiated by grade band) in order to deepen your own
knowledge of the Framework and to support your peers in engaging
in professional conversations.

e  Study authentic artifacts of teaching practice and consider ways to
demonstrate your own practice in Domains 1 and 4.

How to register:

®  Click on the hyperlinked borough names above,

®  Visit our Advance Professional Development Calendar, or

®  Visit the Advance Measures of Teacher Practice intranet page
(DOE login required) and scroll down to "Professional Development
Opportunities.”

Please contact TEPD@schools.nyc.gov with any questions.

These trainings are available to regularly appointed teachers rated under
Advance and their UFT Representatives. Please remember that your
principal's approval is required to attend school-day sessions. Eligible staff
who attend Saturday and winter break sessions will be eligible for per
session.

Professional

Development
Opportunities

You are invited to participate in
a variety of PD opportunities in
January, sponsored by the
Division of Students with
Disabilities and English
Language Learners
(DSWDELL). All of these
opportunities are available on
the DSWDELL PD

Website. Click on the
hyperlinked dates below to
register for each workshop.

Vocational Assessments
workshop

January, 3 9:00 AM - 12:00
PM, Long Island City

Read more about this
workshop on the Teacher Page

9th Grade Institute: College
and Career Readiness for
Students with Disabilities
January 7, 8:30 AM - 3:20 PM,
Queens

Read more about this
workshop on the Teacher Page

Supporting Students with
Challenging Behaviors Using
a PBIS Framework

January 8, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM,
Manhattan

Read more about this
workshop, with a focus on
elementary grades, on the
Teacher Page

Kindergarten to College &
Careers; Access to Success
with the Common Core
January 22, 8:30 AM - 3:20
PM, Brooklyn

Read more about this
workshop on the Teacher Page

Please note that your
principal's approval is needed
to attend school-day
workshops.

MfA and the NYS

Master Teacher
Program
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Discover what it means
to be a Lead Teacher

Are you interested in leading
adults while continuing to serve as
a classroom teacher? Do you
want to be recognized as an
instructional teacher leader within
your school building? Does the
idea of joining a cohort of like-
minded peers and colleagues excite you? The Lead Teacher role
encompasses all of those opportunities plus it provides the chance to have a
broader impact on student learning in your school community. Click on the
hyperlinks for an overview of the role, to read about experiences of current
Lead Teachers, sign-up for an upcoming conference call with Lead Teachers
to hear about a 'day in the life' of a Lead Teacher, or check out the Lead
Teacher Program website and watch the Lead Teacher webinar. You are also
encouraged to email the team at LeadTeachers@schools.nyc.gov with any
questions.

How green is your
school?

Are you looking for ways to make
your school more green? Do you
want to encourage sustainable
living among your students, fellow
teachers and other staff in your
school? Click on the hyperlinks to
find out how you could lead the
green movement at your school by g4

becoming the Sustainability

Coordinator, read how P.S. 57 on Staten Island's green initiatives garnered
national attention and check out Green Curriculum resources for all grades,
and read about our system-wide Sustainability Initiative.

January opportunities to strengthen your Common

Core knowledge

Interested in Common Core-aligned
curriculum and instruction professional
development? Click here (DOE login
required) for an overview of the year-long
schedule and registration information. Or,
simply click on the hyperlinked text below
to register for each specific session.
(Please note that attendance requires your
principal's approval because the sessions are
scheduled during the school day.)

General sessions for ReadyGen (K-5), Go
Math! (K-5), Code X (6-8), and
CMP3 (Connected Math Program 3, 6-8):

e  Session dates: January 6-318:30
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

®  Registration deadline: Final deadline January 17 (sessions will
close on a rolling basis)

The New York State Master
Teacher Program, modeled
after Math for America, has
now expanded to six additional
regions in New York State:
Long Island, Southern Tier,
Capital Region, Finger Lakes,
Mohawk Valley, and New York
City. The New York City cohort
of NYS Master Teachers will be
housed within MfA. Building
upon the MfA model, the NYS
Master Teacher Program seeks
teachers who demonstrate
knowledge of content,
knowledge of pedagogy, and a
deep understanding of their
students. The NYS Master
Teacher Program will accept
applications until January 3
2014, with final selections
being made in Spring 2014. For
more information, click here.

School Leader Prep

Programs

Relay Graduate School of
Education (GSE),
Instructional School
Leadership Pilot (ISLP):
application opened December
13

LEAP (Leaders in Education
Apprenticeship Program):
deadline January 21

Teachers College Summer
Principals Academy (SPA):
final deadline February 15

New Leaders Aspiring
Principals Program: deadline
January 30

NYC Leadership Academy -
NYCDOE Leadership
Advancement Program:
application cycle open from
January 2 - 31

Webinar: Giving

Effective Feedback to
Students

Check out the webinar series
and resources designed to
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Technology sessions for CMP3 designed to support teachers in using the
online components of CMP3, including Dash, MathXL, and Teachability.
Note that these sessions are meant to supplement the four CMP3 general
sessions.

®  Session dates: January 10, 17, 24, and 31, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

®  Registration deadline: Final deadline January 17 (sessions will
close on a rolling basis)

Expeditionary Learning professional development session for principals,
instructional coaches, and others who support school-wide
implementation of the grades 3-8 Expeditionary Learning ELA modules.

®  Session date: January 23, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
®  Registration deadline: January 10

For a complete list of online resources for each Core Curriculum program,
click here. If you have any questions, please email us at
CurriculumPD@schools.nyc.gov.

support teacher team leaders
in implementing the 2013-14
Citywide Instructional
Expectations. The third
webinar in the series focused
on how to provide high-quality
feedback to students to support
them in achieving the rigorous
goals of the Common Core
Learning Standards and
prepare them for college and
careers.

The webinar series also
includes best practices for
setting up teacher teams and
leading your team in looking at
student work. The entire series
is available through ARIS
Connect (DOE login required).
Please contact Brett Cluff

at beluff@schools.nyc.gov with
any questions, comments, or
suggestions for future topics.

NYC Teaching Fellow

Application

Do you know someone who
would make a great NYC
Teaching Fellow? The
application for the June 2014
program is now open.

Click here to learn about who
we look for and program
eligibility requirements.

New York Blood

Center honors the
DOE

In recognition of the
coordinated efforts of teachers,
students, administrators and
staff across the City, the New
York Blood Center honored the
NYCDOE as one the top four
donor groups of 2012 this

fall. We were able to contribute
over 10,000 donations in

2012. Your contributions, and
efforts on their behalf, help to
ensure patients in our
communities have the
lifesaving blood and blood
products they need to survive.
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Newsletter Header Image:
The teacher featured in the | Teach NYC header image is Mary Broshan. Mary teaches art at PS 11 in Brooklyn.
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