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Welcome to the I Teach NYC bulletin, a monthly publication for teachers. Here you'll learn about the latest career 
development and professional learning opportunities for educators. You'll also discover resources and 
information on grants and financial support for teachers. Click on each opportunity in the table of contents below 
for more information and links to applications and registration pages. (Hyperlinks to web pages on the DOE 
intranet require readers to log in with their DOE ID and password.) 

Would you like to receive the I Teach NYC bulletin via a different email address?   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Career Development & Leadership Opportunities 
• Inspired by a Fellow Teacher? Nominate a Colleague for the Big Apple Awards (All teachers) 
• Have an Idea for a Community Improvement Project? Apply for a Micro-Grant (All teachers) 
• Make a Local Impact: Help Recruit the Next Cohort of NYC Teaching Fellows (All teachers) 
• Apply for the Prestigious Sontag Prize in Urban Education (ELA and Math teachers) 

 

Professional Learning Opportunities 
• Check Out a New Speaker Series: Lenses on Equity (All teachers) 
• Visit a Showcase School to Discover Promising Practices (All teachers)  
• Earn P-Credits This Semester Through ASPDP (All teachers) 
• Support Diverse Learners Through Professional Learning Opportunities (All teachers) 
• Constitution in the Classroom: The Original Intent of The Federalist Papers (All teachers) 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GXRNkZw3ku36k1IyBSAkT7fmZmhYCv3BaSnROLt2Bq-E_GmkqO_uo7vSwFMRe43trxKJhBj4TrC6aDbBfqowVkwQm6wfjCD7mnMl8gzmmMyP4iG1wnbkLAlLFRr7D1h9kW1pwKZ4UPXnehDvkLtSgIcS9eGCHqW_Ls-0D9PT9gUqJi5dffbbiiVsi05rF4cKVfO5FpKXQU4=&c=fP_0vLvZpX0Obqw539SLfoX_TcKZ7PR2P-my7mHszlepi-_tpG__5Q==&ch=PErBLmQQ-DVhUjP7vR6iZUJQ6etmxNoMoh3BvH_A-bpDEx6Rmkc_nw==


Resources 
• Check out the Teach.Reflect.Advance Newsletter (All teachers) 
• Sign Up to Take Your Students on a Virtual Reality Field Trip (All teachers) 

 

  Benefits & Financial Supports 
• Upcoming Deadlines: Teacher's Choice Paperwork for Reimbursement (All teachers) 
• Exclusive Discounts and Offers for Teachers, Just in Time for the Holidays (All teachers) 
• Taking Leave? Apply Online (All Teachers) 

 

  

Attendance at events and workshops that occur during school hours requires your principal's approval.  Please 
coordinate the necessary approvals and classroom coverage with your principal prior to registering.  

  

 

Become the Next Face of I Teach NYC! 

• Open to: All teachers  
• Opportunity at a Glance: We are looking for a 

classroom to be the next face of the I Teach NYC 
bulletin! All teachers are invited to submit a photo 
of themselves and their students for the I Teach NYC header photo for the remainder of the 2016-17 SY. 

• Deadline: Submissions accepted on a rolling basis. Final deadline Friday, January 29, 2016. 
• Take Action: Email your photo (guidelines below) and the following background information: 

o Your full name, school name, borough 
o Your preferred email and telephone number 
o The name and contact information of your principal or assistant principal 
o Subject area and grade level of the students in the photo 
o Photos should be horizontal, color, and actual size. Please do not crop. Photos featuring 5+ 

students preferred. 
o Photo consent forms must be on file for you and each student featured in the photo with your 

school.  
• For More Information: Email the I Teach NYC team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Development & 
Leadership Opportunities 
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Inspired by a Fellow Teacher? Nominate a Colleague for 
the Big Apple Awards 
 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Each year the Big Apple Awards celebrate 

educators across the City and honor teachers who inspire students, 
model great teaching, and enrich their school communities. The Big 
Apple Award recipients receive a classroom grant in recognition of their 
success and will spend the 2016-17 school year representing teachers 
citywide as Big Apple Fellows and members of the Chancellor's Teacher Advisory Group, while 
continuing to be key leaders in their classrooms and schools. 

• Nomination Deadline: Monday, January 18, 2016.  
• Take Action: Nominate a colleague. 
• For More Information: Visit the Big Apple Awards website. 

 

Click to submit a nomination 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

Have an Idea for a Community Improvement 
Project? Apply for a Micro-Grant 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Do you have a community or 

school project? Micro-grants ($3,000) from the Citizens 
Committee for New York City can be used for a wide 
variety of projects. Recent grants have funded community 
gardens, arts workshops, and school recycling drives. (Teachers at Title I schools are encouraged to 
apply.)  

• Event Date: If accepted, begin implementing your project in May 2016. 
• Application Deadline: January 25, 2016.  
• Take Action: Submit an application. 
• For More Information: Email or call 212-822-9563, or visit the website to review the grant guidelines.  

 

Click to submit an application 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

Make a Local Impact: Help Recruit the Next Cohort of 
NYC Teaching Fellows 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Do you know someone you believe would 

make a strong teacher? Teaching Fellows is an alternative certification 
program designed for career changers and 2016 college graduates who do not have a background in 
education. Tell them that the NYC Teaching Fellows application for the 2016-17 school year is open. 

• Application Deadline: Priority Deadline Thursday, January 21, 2016 (Final Deadline later in 2016) 
• Take Action: Share the NYC Teaching Fellows website or complete a referral form. 
• For More Information: Visit the NYC Teaching Fellows website.  

 

Click to make a referral 

Return to Table of Opportunities 
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Apply for the Prestigious Sontag Prize in Urban 
Education 

• Open to: ELA and Math teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The Sontag Prize in Urban 

Education recognizes outstanding teaching in Mathematics and English Language Arts. The opportunity 
provides motivated and successful educators from across the nation the chance to share best practices 
with their fellow awardees. Awardees will lead classes, receive an honorarium, and participate in 
professional development at Harvard University. 

• Event Date(s): 
o Harvard PD Weekend: Saturday, February 13 - Sunday, February 14 
o Acceleration Academy 1 (ELA Focus): Monday, February 15 - Friday, February 19 
o Acceleration Academy 2 (Math Focus): Monday, April 18 - Friday, April 22 

• Application Deadline: Friday, January 1, 2016. 
• Location: Lawrence, MA and Cambridge, MA. 
• Take Action: Submit your application. 
• For More Information: Visit the FAQs page on the website or email your questions.  
• Reminder: Participation in opportunities that occur during school hours requires your principal's 

approval.  

 

Click to submit an application 

Interested in additional resources?   
Check out the NYCDOE's   

Leadership Development Opportunities webpage. 
 

Return to Table of Opportunities  
 

 

 

Professional Learning Opportunities 
Check Out a New Speaker Series: Lenses on Equity 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: How might cycles of inequity influence how, why, 

and what students learn? How might educators disrupt these cycles so that 
students become empowered to transform their own communities, lives, and 
educational destinies? These questions are at the heart of Dr. David 
Kirkland's presentation, based on over a decade of research into the 
complexities of teaching and learning in urban settings. 

• Deadline: Register by Friday, December 11. 
• Event Date: Wednesday, December 16, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
• Location: Brooklyn Law School, 205 State Street, Brooklyn 
• Take Action: Register for event.  
• For More Information: Email Rebecca Jones. 

 

Dr. David Kirkland 

Return to Table of Opportunities 
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Visit a Showcase School to Discover Promising 
Practices 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The Showcase Schools program 

is designed to support interschool collaborative learning 
by inviting teachers and administrators from across the 
City to visit schools that highlight promising practices. 
This year, 23 Showcase Schools, ranging from pre-K to 
high schools, will share strategies in one or more learning focus areas. You and colleagues from 
your school are invited to attend the winter Showcase School visits, as well as an optional 
extension activity designed to further support the implementation of these strategies at your 
school.  

• Event Date(s): Various dates from Wednesday, January 6 - Thursday, February 11. 
• Location: Citywide 
• Take Action: Register for a Showcase visit. (Rolling deadlines for each event; space is limited.) 
• For More Information: Email the Showcase Schools team.  
• Reminder: Participation in opportunities that occur during school hours requires your 

principal's approval.  

 

Click for more information 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

 

Earn P-Credits This Semester Through ASPDP 
• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The After School Professional 

Development Program (ASPDP) offers high-quality, low-cost 
courses that can be applied to salary differential and the New 
York State requirement of 175 hours of Professional 
Development. This winter, ASPDP is offering over 160 online and in-person courses, which are 
aligned with the Common Core Standards and the Danielson Framework for Teaching. 

• Event Date(s):  Current session run through Monday, January 4. New sessions start Monday, 
February, 15. 

• Location: Citywide 
• Take Action: Visit the online course catalogue to view the full range of available courses. 

Registration deadlines vary by opportunity. 
• For More Information: Email the After School Professional Development Program. 

 

Click for more information 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

Support Diverse Learners Through Professional 
Learning Opportunities 

• Open To: All teachers  
• Opportunities at a Glance: You are invited to participate in a 

variety of professional learning opportunities presented by the 
Special Education Office, including:  

o Explicit Vocabulary Instruction in All Content Areas: Explore the basic concepts of productive 
and receptive language, as well as strategies for developing students' Basic Interpersonal 
Communication Skills (BICS) and Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP).  

 Dates: Two-Day Sessions: Day One, Tuesday, December 15 and Day Two, Friday, 
January 8; Day One, Wednesday, December 16 and Day Two, Thursday, January 14; 
Day One, Thursday, December 17 and Day Two, Friday, January 15; 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m,  

 Location: 30 Broad Street, Suite 402, Manhattan  
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 Take Action: Register by Sunday, December 13. 
o Crafting Quality IEPs series: Developing CCLS-Aligned Annual Goals: Develop IEPs that are 

aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS), ensuring that students have access to 
grade-level curriculum with appropriate supports and accommodations. 

 Date: Friday, December 18, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 Locations: Microsoft Offices, Room 5411, 11 Times Square, Manhattan  
 Take Action: Register by Thursday, December 17. 

• For More Information: For more details on these and other PD opportunities, visit the Special Education 
Office PD Catalogue (DOE log-in required) or email the Special Education Office Instructional Team. 

• Reminder: Participation in opportunities that occur during school hours requires your principal's 
approval. 

Return to Table of Opportunities  

Constitution in the Classroom: The Original Intent of The 
Federalist Papers. 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: How can The Federalist Papers, written nearly 

250 years ago, offer insight on our contemporary political issues? Join 
legal scholar Sanford Levinson (University of Texas - Austin) as he 
unpacks The Federalist Papers to reveal the continued relevance of the arguments. Following the 
lecture, a teacher-led panel will discuss how to bring these historical issues into your classroom. 
Participants will receive Mr. Levinson's book along withclassroom teaching materials. 

• Deadline: Registrations accepted until the event is at capacity. 
• Event Date: Saturday, December 12, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm  
• Location: New-York Historical Society, Manhattan 
• Take Action: Register for the lecture and panel discussion.  
• For More Information: Call (212) 873-3400 or Visit the New-York Historical Society's website. 

 

Click to register 

 

Interested in additional upcoming opportunities?   
Check out the NYCDOE's Teacher Page for up-to-date events and learning opportunities.   
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Resources 
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Check out the Teach.Reflect.Advance 
Newsletter 

 
Advance engages teachers in reflecting on both 
student learning data and meaningful feedback from 
school leaders. The most recent issue of the 
Teach.Reflect.Advance newsletter includes profiles of 
NYC teachers working to improve the quality of their 
students' classroom discussions as well as critical 
information on Advance mid-year processes. Find 
additional resources via the  Advance intranet (DOE 
login required), Advance Guide for Educators and 
other professional learning resources.  
 
For More Information: Email Advance Support. 

Take Your Students on a  
Virtual Reality Field Trip 

 
With Google's new Expeditions Pioneer Program, you 
can lead your class on immersive virtual journeys that 
bring your lessons to life. Talk to your school leadr and 
complete the sign-up form for your school to be 
considered for the Expeditions Pioneer 
Program. Spots are limited. Expeditions teams will 
visit selected schools with a complete Expeditions kit, 
and walk you through the resource. 
 
For More Information: Visit Google's Expeditions 
Pioneer Program website. 

 

 

Interested in additional resources? 
Check out the Teacher Page for the latest opportunities and resources 
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Benefits, Financial Supports, & Discounts 

  
 

 

 

 

 
Teacher's Choice: Purchasing and 

Submission Deadlines 
 

Open to: All teachers 

 
Just in Time for the Holidays!  

Special Discounts & Exclusive Pricing 
 
Open to: All Teachers 
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Friendly reminder that all Teacher's Choice purchases 
must be made by Friday, January 8, 2016 to qualify. 
Please submit your form and original receipts to your 
payroll secretary between Tuesday, December 1 and 
Friday, January 15. (Remember, if you do not submit 
your receipts to show proof of purchase the funds will 
be deducted from a future paycheck.) 
 
Take Action: Please refer to the Teacher's 
Choice Calendar of Key Dates for the 2015-16 school 
year and the Teacher's Choice website. 
 
For More Information: Email the Teacher's Choice 
Unit or call HR Connect at 718-935-4000. 

 

As a DOE employee, you have access to special 
discounts at a wide variety of retailers and 
companies.  
 
Take Action: Sign up on the Corporate Shopping 
website as a DOE employee. 

 

  

Taking Leave? Apply Online  

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: All employees are now able to 

apply for all leave types (medical, non-medical, and line of 
duty injuries or LODI) in the Self-Service Online Leave 
Application System, or SOLAS. This includes 
military leaves, which have just recently been 
added to the online leaves application system. (Please use your DOE email/network ID 
and password to log on.) 

• For More Information: Call HR Connect: 718-935-4000. 

 

Click to apply for a leave online 

  

 

Interested in additional resources? 
Check out the Teacher Page for the latest opportunities and resources 

  
Return to Table of Opportunities 

  

Stay connected online with educators across the City and the NYC Department of Education: 
 

 Friend us on Facebook   and Follow us on Twitter    
 

  

Would you like to receive I Teach NYC via a different email address?  Sign up below! 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Newsletter Header Image: 
The teacher featured in the I Teach NYC header image is Stephen Jackson.    

Stephen teaches 7th and 8th grade Science at P.S./M.S. 278, the Paula Hedbavny School, in Manhattan.    
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To read more about Stephen, check out the Big Apple Awards website. 
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