
 

 
 

  

 
 

I Teach NYC Bulletin:  Teacher Opportunities 
January 2016 

 
 

Welcome to the I Teach NYC bulletin, a monthly publication for teachers. Here you'll learn about the latest career 
development and professional learning opportunities for educators. You'll also discover resources and 
information on grants and financial support for teachers. Click on each opportunity in the table of contents below 
for more information and links to applications and registration pages. (Hyperlinks to web pages on the DOE 
intranet require readers to log in with their DOE ID and password.) 

Would you like to receive the I Teach NYC bulletin via a different email address?   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Career Development & Leadership Opportunities (+ Reminders) 
• Become a PBS LearningMedia Digital Innovator (All teachers) 
• Volunteers Needed: Judge the Middle School Debate Tournament (All teachers) 
• Make a Local Impact: Help Recruit Our NYC Teaching Fellows (All teachers) 
• Last Chance! Nominate a Colleague for the Big Apple Awards (All teachers) 
• Have an Idea for a Community Improvement Project? Apply for a Micro-Grant (All teachers) 

 

 Professional Learning Opportunities (+ Reminders) 
• Grow Your Skills to Become a Coding + Ed Tech Expert (All teachers) 
• Explore The Secret World Inside Humans (American Museum of Natural History) (Teachers 6-12)  
• Better Utilize Schoolnet Through Professional Learning Opportunities (All teachers)  
• Support Diverse Learners Through Professional Learning Opportunities (All teachers) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VzjpfR7IEs3AZo11jma7fvjbL-_WxnGCGP7AlBj9nq7brr29qxCVMX_hUKRmq-HqxXOHPopz6PUASUf12LFe4cTvMN7D0zT7uvawjIF93irpvs-yfViSt-Wh0TlgJM0l7VNehdfw1A_8f-wOQ8-usdtH6IBB8v9eYsXdXZw8nGbvu3Uw04xU853WAGxz9uun1oN4Umkbt5Y=&c=1JtHeBC9LjvnhOJ1SUmJrLmQZa0LXlR5p5d1zTVaMy52FkwGzZ3oAQ==&ch=h3BS--SKbZiDY4h4kipXX8JrAzy9ORSDCrO3nEOY5jNUSqoxIxRkDw==


• Lenses on Equity Speaker Series (All teachers)  
• Learn More about Gender, Race, and Power in Colonial Virginia (All teachers) 
• Activist New York Educator Resource Guide Launch and Celebration (All teachers) 
• Visit a Showcase School to Discover Promising Practices (All teachers)  
• Earn P-Credits and Qualify for a Salary Differential Through ASPDP (All teachers)  

 

Resources 
• Reminder: Teacher Reflections at Mid-Year for Advance (All teachers) 
• Exemplar Practice Video Library: Effective Teaching Videos (All teachers) 

 

 Benefits & Financial Supports Reminders 
• Upcoming Deadline: Teacher's Choice Paperwork for Reimbursement (All teachers) 
• Taking Leave? Apply Online (All Teachers) 

 

  

Attendance at events and workshops that occur during school hours requires your principal's approval.  Please 
coordinate the necessary approvals and classroom coverage with your principal prior to registering.  

  

 

Last Chance: Become the Next Face of  
I Teach NYC! 

• Open to: All teachers  
• Opportunity at a Glance: We are looking for a 

classroom to be the next face of the I Teach NYC 
bulletin! All teachers are invited to submit a 
photo of themselves and their students for the I Teach NYC header photo for the remainder of the 2015-
16 school year. 

• Deadline: Submissions accepted on a rolling basis. Final deadline Friday, January 29, 2016. 
• Take Action: Email your photo (guidelines below) and the following background information: 

o Your full name, school name, borough 
o Your preferred email and telephone number 
o The name and contact information of your principal or assistant principal 
o Subject area and grade level of the students in the photo 
o Photos should be horizontal, color, and actual size. Please do not crop. Photos featuring 5+ 

students preferred. 
o Photo consent forms must be on file with your school of you and each student featured in the 

photo.  
• For More Information: Email the I Teach NYC team. 

 

Mary Bronson, Art Teacher 
P.S. 11, Brooklyn 

 

 

 

 

Career Development & 
Leadership Opportunities 
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Become a PBS LearningMedia Digital Innovator 

• Open to: All teachers grades k-12 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The Digital Innovators program recognizes 

educators nationwide who are incorporating digital media in their 
classrooms and serving as leaders in educational technology. Over the 
course of the 2016-17 school year, PBS LearningMedia Digital Innovators 
will be part of a professional learning community, that leads the way in 
using technology to drive student achievement.   

• Opportunity Dates: 2016-17 school year (State leaders will be invited to 
June 2016 conference in Denver). 

• Application Deadline: Monday, February 8. 
• Take Action: Submit an application. 
• For More Information: Visit the PBS LearningMedia website. 

 

Click to learn more 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

Volunteers Needed: Judge the Middle School 
Debate Tournament 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Be a volunteer judge at the upcoming 

Middle School Quality Initiative (MSQI) debate tournament. 
Students will debate the topic "Resolved: The death penalty 
should be banned in the United States" in Public Forum style.  

• Event Date: Saturday, January 30, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
• Location: Brooklyn Technical High School, Brooklyn 
• Application Deadline: Friday, January 22. 
• Take Action: Email Scott Moore to express your interest in being a judge. 
• For More Information: Email Scott Moore with any questions about the event. 

 

Click to learn more about MSQI Debates 

 

Reminders: In Case You Missed It in December ... 

Make a Local Impact: Help Recruit Our NYC 
Teaching Fellows 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Do you know someone who could be a great teacher? The NYC Teaching 

Fellows program is an alternative certification program designed for career changers and recent college 
graduates who do not have a background in education. With a rigorous practice-based summer training, 
and partially subsidized master's degree in Education, Fellows are supported in making an efficient 
transition into the classroom as a full-time teacher. 

• Application Deadline: Thursday, January 21. 
• Take Action: Share the NYC Teaching Fellows website or complete a referral form. 
• For More Information: Visit the NYC Teaching Fellows website.  

 

Click to make a referral 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VzjpfR7IEs3AZo11jma7fvjbL-_WxnGCGP7AlBj9nq7brr29qxCVMbzmpcNqjlRSTnIsLEz30JjJ2YAE0BPcxM5Xc1UBUxIjVGEwt-peX7cQLBCtxtqm4_wnqWKEF1ox-UvxBvI8cWwcyZL3pyoOVcPqtXRPbp50gqSTsE8NuDQ=&c=1JtHeBC9LjvnhOJ1SUmJrLmQZa0LXlR5p5d1zTVaMy52FkwGzZ3oAQ==&ch=h3BS--SKbZiDY4h4kipXX8JrAzy9ORSDCrO3nEOY5jNUSqoxIxRkDw==
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Last Chance! Nominate a Colleague for the Big Apple 
Awards 
 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Each year the Big Apple Awards celebrate 

educators across the City and honor teachers who inspire students, 
model great teaching, and enrich their school communities. The Big 
Apple Award recipients receive a classroom grant in recognition of their 
success and will spend the 2016-17 school year representing teachers 
citywide as Big Apple Fellows and members of the Chancellor's Teacher Advisory Group, while 
continuing to be key leaders in their classrooms and schools. 

• Nomination Deadline: Monday, January 18.  
• Take Action: Nominate a colleague. 
• For More Information: Visit the Big Apple Awards website. 

 

Click to submit a nomination 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

Have an Idea for a Community Improvement 
Project? Apply for a Micro-Grant. 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Do you have a community or 

school project? Micro-grants ($3,000) from the Citizens 
Committee for New York City can be used for a wide 
variety of projects. Recent grants have funded community 
gardens, arts workshops, and school recycling drives. (All teachers at all schools are eligible. Teachers at 
Title I schools are strongly encouraged to apply.)  

• Event Date: If accepted, you will begin implementing your project in May 2016. 
• Application Deadline: January 25.  
• Take Action: Submit an application. 
• For More Information: Email or call 212-822-9563, or visit the website to review the grant guidelines.  

 

Click to submit an application 

Interested in additional resources?   
Check out the NYCDOE's   

Leadership Development Opportunities webpage. 
 

Return to Table of Opportunities  
 

 

 

Professional Learning Opportunities 
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Grow Your Skills to Become a Coding + Ed Tech 
Expert 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Take advantage of opportunities 

to learn strong practices for using technology tools and 
resources for teaching and learning. Supported by 
industry-leading companies like Google, Mozilla, Codesters, Teachcode, and PBS, this program offers 
certifications, online and offline learning, and networking opportunities. Program completion prepares 
you to train and support colleagues in your school, district, and borough.   

• Opportunity Dates: Various dates. February - April 2016. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
• Location: Manhattan 
• Application Deadline: Friday, January 29. 
• Take Action: Obtain approval from your school leader, classroom coverage, and then submit an 

application. 
• For More Information: Visit the website or email tech@schools.nyc.gov. 

 

Click to visit the website 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

Explore The Secret World Inside Humans at The 
American Museum of Natural History 

• Open to: All teachers grades 6-12 
• Opportunity at a Glance: This two day workshop will introduce teachers 

to The Secret World Inside You exhibition. Participants will work with 
Museum educators and scientists to strengthen their understanding of how microbes interact and affect 
our bodies. Activities will provide a variety of Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) aligned 
resources and teaching strategies to prepare students for a Museum learning experience.   

• Event Date: Two day workshop: Tuesday, February 16 - Wednesday, February 17, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
• Location: Manhattan. 
• Application Deadline: Rolling registration is open until full. 
• Take Action: Obtain approval from your school leader, classroom coverage, and then register for the 

two-day session.  
• For More Information:Visit the American Museum of Natural History's educator section. 

 

Click to register 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

Learn How to Better Utilize Schoolnet Through 
Professional Learning Opportunities 

• Open To: All teachers  
• Opportunities at a Glance: You are invited to participate in two professional learning opportunities to 

better prepare you for the end-of-year tasks: 
o Create Customized Assessments: Are you interested in creating customized assessments, either 

on your own or using Schoolnet's item bank? Register for a training session and bring along 
curricula, assessments, or question items that you would like to use to create custom 
assessments in Schoolnet. 

 Event Date: Monday, January 11 - Friday, February 5 
 Location: Citywide 

 

Click for all session dates 
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 Take Action: Obtain your prinicpal's approval, arrange for classroom coverage, 
and register for your preferred date. 

o Learn How to Pull Assessment Reports: Do you want to learn how to pull reports and analyze 
data from the Math Baselines/Benchmarks and ELA Benchmarks? Register for a training session 
that covers pulling live data from the CCLS-aligned assessments in a variety of forms, and scan 
your CCLS-aligned assessments into Schoolnet prior to your session to use in training. 

 Event Date: Tuesday, January 19 - Friday, February 5 
 Location: Citywide 
 Take Action: Obtain your principal's approval, arrange for classroom coverage, 

and register for your preferred date. 
• For More Information: Email periodicassessment@schools.nyc.gov. 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

Support Diverse Learners Through Professional 
Learning Opportunities 

• Open To: All teachers  
• Opportunities at a Glance: You are invited to participate in a 

variety of professional learning opportunities presented by the 
Special Education Office, including: 

o Supporting Developing Writers: Learn inclusive writing practices for K-5 students, including 
how to use/ teach with tools and technologies that are easily accessible. Participants are 
encouraged to bring laptops or tablets to the session. 

 Event Date: January 29, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Location: Teachers College, 525 W. 120 Street, Manhattan. 
 Take Action: Obtain your principal's approval, arrange for classroom coverage 

and  register by Wednesday January 27.  
o Overview of Functional Behavioral Assessments and Behavior Intervention Plans: Learn the 

importance of collecting behavioral data for a Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA), which 
serves as the basis for a Behavioral Intervention Plan (BIP), and explore the Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support for Behavior (MTSS-B) framework. 

 Event Date: Wednesday, February 3, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Location: 5613 Flatlands Avenue, Room 134, Brooklyn. 
 Take Action: Obtain your principal's approval, arrange for classroom coverage 

and  register by Tuesday, February 2. 
• For More Information: For more details on these and other PD opportunities, visit the Special Education 

Office PD Catalogue (DOE log-in required) or email the Special Education Office Instructional Team. 

 

Click to visit website 
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Evening Event: Lenses on Equity Speaker Series "The Call for 
Equity Across Our Schools" 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: What can educators do to promote equity and create conditions for all of our 

students to have impactful and transformative academic experiences in safe learning environments? The 
Lenses on Equity Speaker Series aims to answer that question. January's session will will be led by Dr. 
Wayne Au and focus on curriculum for social justice. 

• Deadline: Register by Wednesday, January 20. 
• Event Date: Wednesday, January 27, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  
• Location: Bronx Museum, 1040 Grand Concourse, Bronx. 
• Take Action: Register for event.  
• For More Information: Email Rebecca Jones. 

Dr. Wayne Au 

Return to Table of Opportunities 

 

 
Evening Event: Learn More about Gender, Race, and 
Power in Colonial Virginia 
 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Join professor and author Dr. Kathleen Brown 

(University of Pennsylvania) as she explores the lives of women in early America through her book Good 
Wives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and Power in Colonial Virginia. Light 
refreshments will be served. $20 registration fee. 

• Deadline: Registrations accepted until the event is at capacity. 
• Event Date: Tuesday, January 26, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
• Location: New-York Historical Society, Manhattan 
• Take Action: Register for session.  
• For More Information: Call (212) 873-3400 or Visit the New-York Historical Society's website. 

 

Click to register 

 

Evening Event: Activist New York Educator Resource Guide 
Launch and Celebration  

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: Join a curator-led tour and get a copy of the 

Activist New York Educator Resource Guide, inspired by The Museum of the 
City of New York's exhibition which explores the drama of social activism in 
rights, immigration activism, environmental activism, and labor activism, as 
well as lesson plans and primary sources for the classroom. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

• Deadline: Registrations accepted until the event is at capacity. 
• Event Date: Wednesday, January 27, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
• Location: Museum of the City of New York, 1220 Fifth Avenue, Manhattan 
• Take Action: Register for the event.  
• For More Information: Visit the Museum of the City of New York website. 

 

Click to register 
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Reminders: In Case You Missed It in December ... 
 

Visit a Showcase School to Discover Promising 
Practices 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The Showcase Schools program 

is designed to support interschool collaborative learning 
by inviting teachers and administrators from across the 
City to visit schools that highlight promising practices. 
This year, 23 Showcase Schools, ranging from pre-K to 
high schools, will share strategies in one or more learning focus areas. You and colleagues from 
your school are invited to attend the winter Showcase School visits together.  

• Event Date(s): Various dates from early January through Thursday, February 11. 
• Location: Citywide 
• Take Action: Obtain your principal's approval, arrange for classroom coverage and register for a 

Showcase visit. (Rolling deadlines for each event; space is limited.) 
• For More Information: Email the Showcase Schools team.  

 

 
Click for more information 
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Earn P-Credits and Qualify for a Salary Differential 
through ASPDP 

• Open to: All teachers 
• Opportunity at a Glance: The After School Professional 

Development Program (ASPDP) offers high-quality, low-cost 
courses that can be applied to salary differential and the New York State requirement of 175 
hours of Professional Development. This spring, ASPDP is offering hundreds of online and in-
person courses in all content areas, aligned with the Common Core Standards and the 
Danielson Framework for Teaching. 

• Event Date(s):  The new sessions start Monday, February 15 through June. 
• Location: Citywide and online. 
• Take Action: Visit the online course catalogue to view the full range of available courses. 

Registration deadlines vary by opportunity. 
• For More Information: Email the After School Professional Development Program. 

 

Click for more information 

 

Interested in additional upcoming opportunities?   
Check out the NYCDOE's Teacher Page for up-to-date events and learning opportunities.   
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Resources 
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Mid-Year Teacher Reflections 

 
 

Advance engages teachers in reflecting on both 
student learning data and meaningful feedback from 
school leaders, so they can learn, grow, and thrive as 
professionals. At this point in the year, it is useful to 
reflect upon your growth since September. Helpful 
resources to guide your mid-year reflection, such as 
the Teach.Reflect.Advance newsletter and the 
Teacher Self-Reflection Tool, are available anytime on 
the Advance Intranet. Please note that if you have a 
Teacher Improvement Plan (TIP), you are required to 
participate in a mid-year professional conversation 
with your evaluator between January 2 and April 30.  
 
For More Information: Email Advance Support. 

Exemplar Practice Video Library: 
Effective Teaching Videos 

 
The Exemplar Practice Video Library (DOE log-in 
required) contains short classroom videos that 
highlight effective and highly effective teacher 
practice across the Danielson Framework for Teaching 
components in Domain 2: The Classroom 
Environment and Domain 3: Instruction. The 
collection includes ideas for use as tools for 
professional learning.  
 
For More Information: Email the Office of Teacher 
Effectiveness. 

 

 

Interested in additional resources? 
Check out the Teacher Page for the latest opportunities and resources 
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Benefits & Financial Supports Reminders 

  
 

 

 

 

 
Deadline Approaching:  

Teacher's Choice Submissions  
 

Taking a Leave? Apply Online. 
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Friendly reminder that all forms and original receipts 
must be submitted to your payroll secretary no later 
than Friday, January 15. (Remember, if you do not 
submit your receipts to show proof of purchase the 
funds will be deducted from a future paycheck.) 
 
Take Action: Please refer to the Teacher's 
Choice Calendar of Key Dates for the 2015-16 school 
year and the Teacher's Choice website. 
 
For More Information: Email the Teacher's Choice 
Unit or call HR Connect at 718-935-4000. 

All employees are now able to apply for all leave types 
(medical, non-medical, and line of duty injuries or 
LODI) in the Self-Service Online Leave Application 
System, or SOLAS. This includes military leaves, which 
have just recently been added to the online leaves 
application system. (Please use your DOE 
email/network ID and password to log on.) 
 
For More Information: Call HR Connect: 718-935-
4000. 

 

  

 

Interested in additional resources? 
Check out the Teacher Page for the latest opportunities and resources 
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Stay connected online with educators across the City and the NYC Department of Education: 
 

 Friend us on Facebook   and Follow us on Twitter    
 

  

Would you like to receive I Teach NYC via a different email address?  Sign up below! 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Newsletter Header Image: 
The teacher featured in the I Teach NYC header image is Stephen Jackson.    

Stephen teaches 7th and 8th grade Science at P.S./M.S. 278, the Paula Hedbavny School, in Manhattan.    
To read more about Stephen, check out the Big Apple Awards website. 
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