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Opening a Charter School in New York City

Charter schools ARE:

· Public schools that are governed by Boards of Trustees and operate semi-independently according to the terms of five-year operating contracts or “charters”.

· Free and open to all NYC students, do not charge tuition, and are not “private schools”. Admission to charter schools is by lottery with preference given to students who live in a school’s community school district.

· Reviewed annually by their “authorizers” (state-sanctioned bodies with the power to approve, renew, or revoke a school’s charter).
· Subject to various local, state, and federal laws. 
How are charter schools established?

· Concerned citizens, parents, teachers and/or non-profit organizations may submit an application to start a school. Those interested in starting a charter school must apply to one of the authorizers in New York State:

· New York State Department of Education (NYSED) http://www.p12.nysed.gov/psc/startcharter.html
· State University of New York (SUNY) http://www.newyorkcharters.org/openAppKit.htm
· New York City Department of Education
 (NYCDOE) 
http://schools.nyc.gov/charters
*Parents can also use the NYSED and SUNY websites to check the status of applications

· Both NYSED and SUNY will give applicants two opportunities to apply for schools to open in Fall 2013.

· Community members have an opportunity to engage in the chartering process through public hearings for each proposed school.  If an approved school is to be located in a DOE building, a joint-public hearing regarding the co-location will also be held. 

· If an applicant team seeks to be co‐located in a NYC DOE public school facility, the applicant team must work with the DOE’s Division of Portfolio Planning and Charter Schools Office to determine the most appropriate site arrangement for the proposed school. If you have any questions, please call 212‐374‐5419 or email charterschools@schools.nyc.gov .

· If you’d like additional information and a directory of all NYC charter schools, go to http://schools.nyc.gov/charters. 
� New York City Department of Education has granted all of its charters, but plays a role in the review , public hearing and siting process for new applicants





