 Establishing a Family Center in Your School
Tip Sheet

A Family center is a designated place in a school where families, school staff, and community members can utilize resources, meet, and plan and implement programs and activities to support students’ academic and social growth. The center can be set up in a classroom, a small space in a larger area (e.g., the library), or a portable structure on the school campus. Its intent is to be a welcoming environment where all members of the school community can feel comfortable, establish relationships, and engage in exchanges that build lasting partnerships. 

How will family centers enhance family engagement in my school?
Family centers are not just for families; they are for school staff as well.  Getting both families and school staff together in an informal and nurturing environment will enhance relationships and allow for exchanges of information that will benefit students of all ages. Having a place of their own within their child’s school indicates to families that school staff are welcoming of their presence, input, and collaboration. 

Who can “staff” a family center?
Family centers can be staffed by your school’s parent coordinator, members of the PTA, or volunteer(s) from the community. There can be one person who is responsible, or the responsibility can rotate across individuals from day to day, week to week, or month to month. 

What services/events can be offered in a school’s family center?
There are plenty of events that can be conducted in your school’s family center.  Examples include; book exchanges, workshops on a variety of topics (e.g., the Common Core Standards, behavior management), special or regularly scheduled (once a month) “Breakfasts”  with a variety of individuals including, the principal, special area teacher and/or community members, adult literacy/ESL programs, mentoring/tutoring programs, and the list goes on….. Even services such as lending libraries, access to computers and printers, childcare, and special guests from community based organizations can be available through a family center. 

Who should/can be included in family centers?
All members of the school community and neighborhood can and should be included! Family centers are created not solely for achieving student success academically and socially, but for the school community to come together for common goals.  This includes parents, teachers, neighbors, principals, administrative assistants, and of course the students themselves! 

What are the steps I need to take to create a family center?
1. Find out what your school community wants in a family center. Be sure to survey all members of your school community to determine individual needs and wants.   Ask important questions; “When will you be available to access the family center?”  “What/who would you like to see there?” 
2. Identify resources. Identify resources that will match the needs and desires of the members of your school community. 
3. Develop a plan to create the center.  Invite everyone (families, teachers, administrators, community members) to meet and help plan the family center.  At the meeting, determine goals, and the mission of your family center. 
4. Create a welcoming environment.  Be sure to create a warm, inviting environment for all members; both families and school staff.  This can include cheery music in the background, light snacks and beverages, and comfortable seating.

Are Family Centers just for elementary level schools?
No! Family Centers are great for middle and high schools as well! It is a good idea to seek ideas from entities such as local businesses, colleges/universities, and other community based organizations” to support not only your family center, but your students’ success. 

How do I make a high school family center successful?
Studies show that in order to make a family center for high school students a success, the center must have a supportive system, skilled staff running and organizing the program, and there must be responsive programming. Keep this in mind as you establish your center (Mapp, Johnson, Strickland, & Meza, 2008). 

What can a successful high school family center create?
A successful center at the high school level can create trust among adults, whether support or family, it can shift a parent’s role in their child’s school career, can improve student relationships both with teachers and even parents, and can lead to effective academic development of students (Mapp, Johnson, Strickland, & Meza, 2008).

Adapted from Beyond the Bake Sale—The Essential Guide to Family-School Partnerships (2006) by Anne T. Henderson, Karen L. Mapp, Vivian R. Johnson, and Don Davies (pages 70 - 74).

Feyè konsèy
pou tabli yon sant familyal nan lekòl ou

Yon sant familyal se yon kote yo mete apa nan yon lekòl kote paran, anplwaye lekòl, ak moun nan zòn nan kab sèvi ak mwayen yo genyen ki disponib, kote yo kapab fè reyinyon, planifye pwogram ak aktivite epi mete pwogram ak aktivite sa yo sou pye pou  kore rannman elèv yo nan afè aprann epi pou ankouraje devlopman sosyal elèv yo. Yo kapab monte sant lan nan yon sal klas, nan yon ti kote anndan yon pi gran sal (paregzanp nan bibliyotèk la), oubyen nan yon sal mobil nan lakou lekòl la. Rezon ki fè sant lan la se pou l yon anviwònman akeyan kote tout moun ki fè pati kominote lekòl la kapab santi yo alèz, kote yo kapab tabli relasyon, epi kote yo kapab fè echanj ki mete kolaborasyon tèt ansanm ki kapab dire anpil tan.

Kouman sant familyal la pral ogmante patisipasyon paran nan lekòl mwen an?
Sant familyal pa fèt pou fanmi sèlman non; yo fèt pou anplwaye lekòl la tou. Lè nou fè fanmi ak anplwaye lekòl rankontre ansanm nan yon anviwònman enfòmèl ki ankourajan, sa va amelyore relasyon yo epi sa va ankouraje yo fè echanj enfòmasyon ki pral nan avantaj elèv tout laj. Lè paran gen plas pa yo anndan lekòl pitit yo, san montre yo anplwaye lekòl la byen akeyi prezans yo, patisipasyon yo ak kolaborasyon pa yo. 

Ki moun ki kapab fè yon sant familyal “mache”?
Moun ki kapab fè sant familyal mache se: kòdonatè paran nan lekòl pitit ou a, manm asosyasyon paran ak pwofesè yo (PTA), oubyen volontè nan kominote a. Kab gen yon moun ki responsab, oubyen responsablite a kab pase nan men plizyè moun youn apre lòt, jou apre jou, semèn apre semèn oubyen mwa apre mwa.

Ki sèvis oubyen ki aktivite yo kapab ofri nan sant familyal yo?
Yo kapab mennen anpil aktivite nan sant familyal lekòl pitit ou. Men kèk egzanp: echanj liv, atelye sou divès sijè (tankou, Manman Prensip Komen yo, jesyon konpòtman), “Manje maten” espesyal oubyen manje maten ki fèt yon lè regilye (tankou yon fwa pa mwa) avèk divès kalite moun tankou direktè(tris) lekòl la, yon pwofesè nan yon branch espesyal oubyen manm kominote a, granmoun ki nan pwogram alfabetizasyon oubyen ki nan klas ESL, oubyen moun ki nan pwogram konseye oswa pwogram leson prive, eksetera eksetera... Ata sèvis tankou bibliyotèk kote moun kapab prete liv, sal pou moun sèvi ak òtinatè epi enprimant, gadri pou timoun, envite espesyal ki sot nan òganizasyon kominotè, se sèvis yo kapab ofri nan yon sant familyal. 

Ki moun yo ta dwe asepte nan sant familyal oubyen ki ta dwe fè pati sant familyal?
Tout moun ki nan kominote lekòl la oubyen ki rete nan katye lekòl la kapab pran pa nan sant familyal la oubyen yo dwe fè pati sant familyal la. Sant familyal la pa fèt pou ede elèv reyisi nan afè aprann lekòl ak afè sosyal sèlman non, men pou kominote lekòl la kapab mete tèt ansanm pou yo reyalize objektif ki nan avantaj tout moun. E moun sa yo se paran, pwofesè, vwazen, direktè(tris) lekòl, sekretè lekòl, e tou natirèlman elèv yo!

Ki etap mwen dwe pase pou mwen moute yon sant familyal?
5. Chache konn ki sa kominote lekòl ou a vle nan yon sant familyal. Asire w ou kesyone tout manm kominote lekòl ou a pou w kab wè divès bezwen chak moun ak divès bagay yo vle. Poze yo kesyon ki enpòtan : “Ki lè w ap kab vin nan sant familyal la?”  “Ki bagay oubyen ki moun ou ta renmen wè ladan?” 
6. Idantifye mwayen ki genyen. Idantifye mwayen ki ale avèk bezwen moun ki fè pati kominote lekòl ou a epi avèk sa yo ta renmen.
7. Prepare yon plan pou w kreye sant la.  Envite tout moun (paran, pwofesè, administratè, manm kominote a) pou yo rankontre epi pou yo ede planifye sant familyal la. Nan reyinyon an, detèmine objektif ak misyon sant familyal ou a. 
8. Kreye yon anviwònman ki akeyan. Pa bliye kreye yon anviwònman akeyan ki atire tout manm; ni paran ni anplwaye lekòl la tou. Anviwònman an ka gen yon mizik ge k ap jwe anba anba, ti goute lejè ak rafrechisman, ak chèz konfòtab.

Èske sant familyal yo se pou lekòl primè yo ye sèlman?
Non! Sant familyal bon anpil pou lekòl entèmedyè ak lekòl segondè tou. Se yon bon ide pou nou al pran ide nan enstitisyon tankou biznis/antrepriz nan zòn nan, kolèj oubyen inivèsite, ak lòt òganizasyon kominotè pou kore non sèlman sant familyal la men pou kore reyisit elèv yo.

Kòman pou m fè yon sant familyal nan yon lekòl segondè reyisi?
Etid ki fèt montre, pou yon moun fè yon sant familyal byen mache pou elèv lekòl segondè, sant lan dwe gen yon sistèm ki pou kore li, moun k ap mennen pwogram nan k ap òganize li dwe gen anpil konesans, epi dwe gen pwogramasyon ki fèt pou sa elèv yo bezwen vrèman. Pa janm bliye sa lè w ap monte sant pa w la (Mapp, Johnson, Strickland, & Meza, 2008). 

Ki sa yon sant familyal k ap byen mache nan yon lekòl segondè kapab kreye?
Yon sant k ap byen mache nan yon lekòl segondè kab fè granmoun gen plis konfyans antre yo, kit se moun k ap ede kit se paran. Li kapab chanje wòl yon paran nan karyè ki enterese pitit li lekòl. Li kapab pote amelyorasyon nan relasyon elèv yo genyen ni ak pwofesè ni ak paran tou. Epi tou li kapab mennen bon jan devlopman elèv yo nan afè aprann (Mapp, Johnson, Strickland, & Meza, 2008).
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